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Ultrastructure of gingival hyperplasia due to dilantin
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Ultrastructure of Gingival Hyperplasia due to Dilantin

Abstract

Dilantin is an anticonvulsant drug commonly used in the treatment of epilepsy.
This drug induces gingival hyperplasia as a side effect in the patients. In this study,
transmission electron microscopy had been used to investigate the ultrastructures of
dilantin-induced gingival hyperplasia and normal gingiva of the patients. The result
showed that ultrastructures of gingival fibroblasts and interstitial collagen fibers of
hyperplastic gingiva were similar to those of normal gingiva, but the amount of

collagen fibers seemed to be greater and denser in the hyperplastic gingiva.

Key word : Dilantin, gingival hyperplasia, collagen fibers, gingival fibroblast
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