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## 6480117324 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: China, North Korea, Nuclear weapon, Denuclearization, China-North Korea
relation
Rudcharnon Prajumkai : China's role in denuclearizing North Korea between 2016 -

2022. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Dr. PONGPHISOOT BUSBARAT

The development of North Korea's nuclear program has brought instability to the
Korean Peninsula and significantly impacted Sino-North Korea relations between 2016 and
2022. Consequently, this individual study aims to examine China's involvement in the
denuclearization of North Korea during that period. It seeks to analyze Chinese roles, obstacles,
and limitations by applying the Defensive Realism theory, which suggests that China pursues a
policy toward North Korea's nuclear issue driven by national interests and security concerns.
Furthermore, the United States and North Korea dynamics have also played a crucial role in
shaping China's different stances on the nuclear issue. This study finds that China proactively
implemented policies on denuclearization because China implemented sanctions against North
Korea, proposed a peaceful resolution, and excluded the Sino-USA conflict from this issue.
However, China encountered certain obstacles that constrained its role in the denuclearization

process.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature ...........cceeveeereennne.
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* Resolution 2321(2016) United Nations Security Council, Non-proliferation/Democratic People's Republic of Korea, S/RES/2321 (2016) (30 November 2016).
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* the People's Republic of China to the UN Permanent Mission, "Statement by Ambassador LIU Jieyi at the Security Council after Voting on the Draft
Resolution on the Fifth Nuclear Test of the DPRK," news release, 30 November, 2016, http://un.china-
mission.gov.cn/eng/lhghyywj/smhw;j/2016doc/201612/t20161202_8411377.htm.

** "China Suspends Coal Imports From North Korea, Dealing A Blow To Pyongyang," NPR, updated 18 February, 2017, accessed 10 June, 2023,
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/02/18/515955289/china-suspends-coal-imports-from-north-korea-dealing-big-blow-to-pyongyang.

*' Evans JR. Revere, Lips And Teeth: Repairing China-North Korea Relations, Brookings Institution (November 2019), 3, https://www.brookings.edw/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/fp_20191118_china_nk_revere.pdf.

* United States Mission the United Nations, Fact Sheet: Resolution 2371(2017) Strengthening Sanctions on North Korea, (5 August 2017).
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*“ "China FM Urges DPRK to Respond to U.S. Guarantees," Xinhua, 8 August 2017, http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-
08/08/c_136506893.htm.

* "China Moves to Restrict Oil Exports to DPRK," Xinhua, 23 September 2017, http://xinhuanet.com/english/2017-09/23/c_136631854.htm.
* United States Mission the United Nations, Fact Sheet: UN Security Council Resolution 2397 on North Korea, (22 December 2017).

“ the People's Republic of China Ministry of Foreign Affairs, "Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Hua Chunying's Remarks on the United
Nations Security Council's Adoption of Resolution 2397," news release, 23 December, 2017,

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/2535_665405/201712/t20171223_696850.html.
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47 "With Tensions Rising, the United States Imposes Additional Sanctions on North Korea," Jones Day, updated October 2017, accessed 20 June, 2023,
https://www jonesday.com/en/insights/2017/10/with-tensions-rising-the-united-states-imposes-additional-sanctions-on-north-korea.

** "China's central bank tells banks to stop doing business with North Korea: Sources," Reuters, 21 September 2017, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-
northkorea-missiles-banks-china/chinas-central-bank-tells-banks-to-stop-doing-business-with-north-korea-sources-idUSKCN1BW 1 DL.

* Min and Han, "Economic sanctions against North Korea: The pivotal role of US—China cooperation,” 188.
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