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Passakorn Ngoencharoenkul : Analyze the Roles and Responsibilities of the
Office of the Election Commission to considerPopulist Policies in Political
Party Campaigns: Case study of digital wallet distribution policy. Advisor:
Chadin Rochananonda, Ph.D.

The research aims to analyze the roles and responsibilities, as well as
consider the public opinion policy of the Election Commission Office in influencing
political party campaigning. The case study focuses on the policy of distributing
digital wallet funds, with the objective of examining the roles, legal framework, and
limitations of the Election Commission (EC) concerning the "10,000 Baht Digital
Wallet Fund Policy." It also proposes the roles that the EC should have in
supervising and responding to future political party popularity policies, utilizing

qualitative research methods and interviews with EC officials and political experts.

The study refers to the Constitutional Act on Political Parties of 2017,
Article 57, which empowers the EC to access financial information of political
parties implementing high-impact policies. Social trends and researchers suggest
that the EC should play a role in certifying and inhibiting populist policies. This
proposal aligns with the Constitution of 2017, Article 245, granting the EC
involvement with independent organizations to scrutinize government policies at
risk of financial indiscipline. However, granting power to the EC beyond election

management may be opposed, due to affect its neutral status.
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