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FILMS STAR WARS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. UBONRAT
SIRIYUVASAK, Ph.D., 160 pp. ISBN 974-17-0475-5.

The purpose of this research is to study George Lucas; his life and works, and
some of the sources of inspiration that allowed him to create his Star Wars films. Such a
project requires an examination of the influence classical mythology had on Lucas’s
creation of Star Wars, as well as, some specific techniques that he applied to create and
to present these films. The characteristics of modern mythology will also be examined
with an eye to formulating a more precise definition of it. Once that definition is
constructed, the research will make it possible to demonstrate how Star Wars has
transformed itself into modern mythology. The results of this research indicate the
following:

1. Lucas was particularly fascinated with indigenous folktales and their cultural
context. In making the Star Wars films, he was heavily influenced by the works of
Joseph Campbell, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Akira Kurosawa, and also was inspired by the
Westerns, classic science fiction movie serials, and comic book fantasies.

2. In Star Wars, the plots, themes, and prominent character types were drawn
from classical mythology. Lucas adapted and interpreted these mythologies for his own
purposes without directly referring to those stories or characters.

3. The Star Wars films reflect unique use of visual effects technology and sound
developed especially for these films.

4. Modern mythology was created from the elements of classical mythology, and
weaving them into'unique new forms embellished by features of different, often exotic,

cultures in ways that reaffirm American traditions and values.

Department  Mass Communication Student’s signature............oooeviiiinnn.
Field of study Mass Communication Advisor's signature...........ococoeviiiiiinnn.

Academic year 2001 Co-advisor's signature.............ocooeennn.
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1. THX 1138 (1971)
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5. The Empire Strikes Back (1980)
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9. Twice Upon a Time (1982)
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11. Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984)
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15. The Ewoks and Droids Adventure Hour (1985)
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21. Captain EO (1986)
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23. Tucker: The Man and His Dream (1988)
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24. The Land Before Time (1988)
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25. Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989)
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26. Maniac Mansion (1990)
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27. The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles (1992)
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31. Attack of the Clones (2002)
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1. Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope
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2. Star Wars: Episode V The Empire Strikes Back
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3. Star Wars: Episode VI Return of the Jedi
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4. Star Wars: Episode | The Phantom Menace
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1) Background forest plate 2)  Cover matte

3) Blue screen element 4) Hold out matte

5)  Completed two-element optically generated composite
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Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope

Year of Release: 1977

Running Time: 121m

Production Company: Lucasfilm

Releasing Company: Twentieth Century Fox

Producer: Gary Kurtz

Screenplay: George Lucas

Director: George Lucas

Photography: Gilbert Taylor

Music: John Williams

Editor: Paul Hirsch, Marcia Lucas, Richard Chew

Production Design: John Barry

Costumes: John Mollo

Special Effects: John Dykstra

Sound: Ben Burtt

2" Unit Photography: Carroll Ballard, Rick Clemente, Robert Dalva, Tak Fujimoto,

Bruce Logen

Concept Design: Ralph McQuarrie

Make-up and Creature Effects: Stuart Freeborn, Rick Baker

Cast: Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker), Harrison-Ford-(Han Solo), Carrie Fisher (Princess
Leia Organa), Peter Cushing (Grand Moff Tarkin), Alec Guinness (Obi-Wan
Kenobi),~Anthony -Daniels(C-3PQ), Kenny- Baker: (R2-D2), Peter Mayhew
(Chewbacca), Dave Prowse (Darth Vader), James Earl Jones (Voice of Darth
Vader), Phil Brown (Uncle Owen Lars), Shelagh Fraser (Aunt Beru Lars), Jack
Purvis (Chief Jawa), Alex McGrindle (General Dodonna), Eddie Byrne (General
Willard), Drewe Hemley (Red Leader), Denis Lawson (Red Two-Wedge Antilles),
Garrick Hagon (Red Three-Biggs Darklighter), Jack Klaff (Red Four-John “D”),

William Hootkins (Red Six-Porkins), Angus Mclnnis (Gold Leader), Jeremy Sinden
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(Gold Two), Graham Ashley (Gold Five), Don Henderson (General Taggi), Richard

Le Parmentier (General Motti), Leslie Schofield (Commander One)

Star Wars: Episode V The Empire Strikes Back

Year of Release: 1980

Running Time: 124m

Production Company: Lucasfilm

Releasing Company: Twentieth Century Fox

Executive Producer: George Lucas

Producer: Gary Kurtz

Screenplay: Leigh Brackett, Lawrence Kadan

Story: George Lucas

Director: Irvin Kershner

Photography: Peter Suschitzsky

Music: John Williams

Editor: Paul Hirsch

Production Design: Norman Reynolds

Costumes: John Mollo

Special Effects: Brian Johnson, Richard Edlund, Dennis Muren, Bruce Nicholson

Sound: Bill Varney, Steve Maslow, Gregg Landaker, Peter Sutton, Ben Burtt,

Randy Thom

2" Unit Director: Jonh Barry, Gary Kurtz (uncredited), Peter MacDonald, Harley Cockliss

2" Unit Photography: Chris Menges; Geoff Glover

Concept Design: Ralph McQuarrie

Make-up and Creature Effects: Stuart Freeborn

Cast: Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker), Harrison Ford (Han Solo), Carrie Fisher (Princess
Leia Organa), Billy Dee Williams (Lando Calrissian), Alec Guinness (Obi-Wan
Kenobi), Anthony Daniels (C-3PO), Kenny Baker (R2-D2), Peter Mayhew
(Chewbacca), Dave Prowse (Darth Vader), James Earl Jones (Voice of Darth

Vader), Frank Oz (Yoda), Jeremy Bulloch (Boba Fett), Jack Purvis (Chief
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Ugnaught), Clive Revill (Voice of Emperor), Kenneth Colley (Admiral Piett), Julian

Glover (Captain Veers), Denis Lawson (Wedge Antilles)

Star Wars: Episode VI Return of the Jedi

Year of Release: 1983

Running Time: 133m

Production Company: Lucasfilm

Releasing Company: Twentieth Century Fox

Executive Producer: George Lucas

Producer: Howard Kazanjian

Screenplay: Lawrence Kadan, George Lucas

Story: George Lucas

Director: Richard Marguand

Photography: Alan Hume

Music: John Williams

Editor: Marcia Lucas, Sean Barton, Duwayne Dunham

Production Design: Norman Reynolds

Costumes: Aggie Guerard Rodgers, Nilo Rodis-Jamero

Special Effects: Richard Edlund, Ken Ralston, Dennis Muren

Sound: Ben Burtt

Concept Design: Ralph McQuarrie

Make-up and Creature Effects: Stuart Freeborn, Phil Tippett

Cast: Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker), Harrison-Ford-(Han Solo), Carrie Fisher (Princess
Leia Organa), Billy Dee Williams '(Lando- Calrissian), Alec Guinness (Obi-Wan
Kenobi),~Anthony Daniels(C-3PQ), Kenny- Baker- (R2-D2), Peter Mayhew
(Chewbacca), Dave Prowse (Darth Vader), James Earl Jones (Voice of Darth
Vader), Sebastian Shaw (Anakin Skywalker), lan McDiarmid (Emperor Palpatine),
Frank Oz (Yoda), Jeremy Bulloch (Boba Fett), Michael Pennington (Moff Jerjerrod),
Kenneth Colley (Admiral Piett), Michael Carter (Bib Fortuna), Tim Rose (Admiral
Ackbar), Denis Lawson (Wedge Antilles), Warwick Davis (Wicket)
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Star Wars Trilogy Special Edition

(Comoprising Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope, Star Wars: Episode V The Empire

Strikes Back and Star Wars: Episode VI Return of the Jed))

Year of Release: 1997

Production Company: Lucasfilm

Releasing Company: Twentieth Century Fox

Executive Producer: George Lucas

Producer: Rick McCallum

Editor: Tom Christopher

Addition Special Effects: Dennis Muren, Bruce Nicholson, Alex Seiden, John Knoll, Dave
Carson, Stephen Williams, Joseph Letteri, Tom Kennedy, Ned

Gorman

Star Wars: Episode | The Phantom Menace
Year of Release: 1999

Running Time: 135m

Production Company: Lucasfilm

Releasing Company: Twentieth Century Fox
Executive Producer: George Lucas
Producer: Rick McCallum

Screenplay: George Lucas

Director: George Lucas

Photography: David Tattersall

Music: John Williams

Editor: Paul-Martin.Smith

Production Design: Gavin Bocquet
Costumes: Trisha Biggar

Special Effects: John Knoll, Dennis Muren, Rob Coleman, Scott Squires
Sound: Ben Burtt

Concept Design: Doug Chiang

Make-up and Creature Effects: Nick Dudman

Stunt Co-ordinator: Nick Gillard
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2" Unit Director: Roger Christian

2" Unit Photography: Giles Nutgen

Camera Operator: Trevor Coop

First Assistant Director: Chris Newman

Cast: Ewan McGregor (Obi-Wan Kenobi), Jake Lloyd (Anakin Skywalker), Natalie
Portman (Queen Amidala), Liam Neeson (Qui-Gon Jinn), Anthony Daniels (C-
3P0O), Kenny Baker (R2-D2), Frank Oz (Yoda), lan McDiarmid (Senator Palpatine),
Terence Stamp (Supreme Chancellor Valorum), Pernilla August (Shmi Skywalker),
Samuel L. Jackson (Mace Windu), Ray Park (Darth Maul), Ahmed Best (Jar Jar
Binks), Hugh Quarshie (Captain Panaka), Brian Blessed (Boss Nass), Warwick
Davis (Wald)
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