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The objective of this thesis is to make a study on the boundary problems and the
solving of those problems on the Sai, the Ruak and the Moei rivers from 1980 to
1999. The study made an analysis on factors which affect the solving of problems of
the three rivers. In employing “linkage politics” of James N. Rosenau, the study found
that relations between the internal environment (internal factors) and the external

environment (external factors) influenced the solving of those problems.

The study revealed that the success in solving the problems on the Sai
and the Ruak rivers resulted from internal issues namely the good relations
between the Thai and the Myanmar leaders, and mutual economic interest between
the two countries. As for the external matters, the limited conflict between the Myanmar
government and miniority groups did not affect the Thai security. Whereas the solving
of boundary problems on the Moei river was not a success because of the following
factors. The internal factors showed that Thailand and Myanmar had a different policy
on human rights and there was a variety of mutual economic interests between the two
countries. The external factor revealed that the severe conflict between the Myanmar

government and anti-government groups did have an effect on the Thai security.
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