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The main purpose of this study was to investigate new generation politicians’
communication during the entry to political occupation and political parties. The study also examined
the process through which political parties assimilated new politicians into their parties. Sixty-six
in-depth interviews with new generation politicians and 4 in-depth interviews were conducted with

4 representatives from Thairakthai, Democrat, Chatpattana, and Chartthai Parties.

Results of the study revealed as follows:

1. New generation politicians were mativated to enter the political occupation mostly due
to having family background in politics, being interested in political activities, being approached by
political parties, and being pressured from prior job occupation. Utilizing communication channels to
enter the political occupation, new generation politicians initially participated in political activities at
the local level, joined activities organized by palitical parties, and communicated with leading
members of the parties.

2. New generation politicians were motivated to enter the political parties mostly because
they had respect to political party’s leader and had beliefs in policies and philosophies of the party.
Utilizing communication channels to enter the political parties, new generation politicians were likely
to communicate with the political parties’ leading members, to"join the party membership, and to
communicate with their family members who have already been involved with politics.

3. New generation politicians were assimilated into the political parties by participating in

activities organized by the party and establishing personal relationship with other political members.
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