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This thesis studies the role of the Chiangrai and Tak chambers of commerce in the
Thai-Myanmar relations during 1997-2001. Conceptualizing the chambers of commerce in the
geo-political theory, this research evinces that chamber of commerce is one of the actors in

international relations.

As interest groups in the local level, both the Chiangrai and Tak chambers of
commerce are one of the key players in Thai foreign policy toward Myanmar. Besides its role
in economic relations between the two countries, the Chiangrai chamber of commerce plays
a crucial role in supporting Thai-Myanmar cooperation projects. Meanwhile, the Tak chamber
of commerce helps solving border trade issues, in addition to its assistance to developing

and enchancing relations between these two countries.

Factors that enable both the chambers of commerce to have major roles in Thai-
Myanmar relations can be understood in the geo-political location of Chiangrai and Tak
provinces, coupled with their border-economic relations. Moreover, both chambers of
commerce have qualified personal who understand well the border-trading issues working in

the organization.
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