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_f Céy1on from the Reigniéf King Boromkot to
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Name | Miss Fimrampai Premsmit
Thesis Advisors Professor Vilaéwongse Pongsabutra
: ufi7 Associate Professor Piyanart Bunnag
Depaffmént ~ History

Acadenic Year _’]‘_981
ABSTRACT

.Tb%ifelationship between Thailand and Ceylon, which
lastedvféfjé hundred years, originated from the aqpéégénce of
Sinhalese Buddhism as a stgﬁe-religion. The rel@fignship between
these two countries invol§éd elements of gift and.reciprocity. |

:When Ceylon had polltlcal chaos ‘and had no monks left, Thailand

fa;xhelped to restore the Buddhist Order in Ceylon by estabjlshlng:f? 

”:the Siam leayaa_llptlmate relations contlnued from that time
until the Ratta@égﬁsin Period. The mogﬁﬂflourishing per@q§ Wés
during the réiéﬁlof King Chulalongkorn, when the Sinhalg$éér
appéaled to the King for helg_infééligious activitieéféﬁésasked

him to be their country’é??ﬁéligious Patron'.




2
The objective of %his thesis is to'studyithe_backgrodnd
- of the long-lastlng relatlonshlp between Thalland and Ceylon,

with empha51s ‘on rellglous relatlons, from the relgn of Klng

Boromkot to the relgn of Klng Chulalongkorn.

3'The results"shoﬁ that after the acoepfanceaof.Sinhelese

Buddﬁism.in Thailénd,dTheravadafBuddhism became:staoie and |
.floﬁrished.. Meéﬁwhile, Ceylon itself often faced Iintefnal.poli-'--'.
. tical probiemS,VaSIWell as external threats. 'There afe documents
vstatlng that the relatlonshlp between Ayutthaya and the Kandyan
' Klngdom, the only soverelgn Sinhalese Kingdom, was partly supported‘
by the. Dutch, who oocup;ed some part of the 1sland Ior thelr poll—_

.ftlcal and commerc;al beneflt. The result of thevrelationshlp at
" that .time was the esta’dlishment of the Siam Nikaya', t'he__ oldest and
.the biégést Nika&é indCelen. In those dajs Ceylon”encounte}ed R
the-Spfead:of western imperialism and at last ahe‘becéme ote of;
.khe British oolonies, Though the British governMent hadtaz
:ﬂp01iey'ﬁot %bvinterfere With the native reiigion,»ﬁuddhdsm
éfadually deoiined.becauseuthereAWere.no.elites or ofganiZations
to join'fhe Sangha and Buddhists ﬁogether in ofder toﬂrevive,
_Buddhlsm in that country. Therefore;'it”was necossar§ to éppeal

for help to another Buddhlst country, Thalland.. The matbers on
:whlch the Slnhalese asked for patronage were the establlshment

of. Dhammayutlka 1kaya in Ceylon and subgectlon fo the Thal é
'Sangha rule,' Though these appeals were not dlrectly responded

the Thals trled to help in other ways as much as they could



The reasons why the Sinhalese asked for réiigigus_support from
Thailand were the background of practising the same kind of
religion and;ﬁﬁéwprosperity of Buddhism in Thailand and last,

but not leéét;HThailand was the only sovereign Theravada country

at that time.
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The.Kandyan Convention

(Proclamation of 2 March 1815)

At a Conveﬁtﬂon held on the secon d day of March in the
year. of Chrlst 1819 and the C*ngalese year 1736, atﬂthe Palacek
ee.ln the Clty of Kandy, between His Excellency Lieutenant- Generai
Roburt Brownrlgg, Governor and Commander in Chlef ;n and.over
the'Britisheéettlements and Terfitories in the Isiénd of Ceylen,
acting in the name andTOn behalf of His Majesty George the_£hird
‘vaing;iehd His éeyal Highnéés George Prince.ef Waies Regent, of

“the UnitedeKingdom of Great.Britain s Irelaeé;;on the one part,
and ‘the aﬂigays, Deseaves and other principal‘chiefevof the
Kandfen }rpviﬁees_on behalf of theEInhabitants, and ih pfeseneef
“of the ﬁehattales;;gorals, Vidahns'eﬁd other sﬁbordinaﬁéfﬂeadmen
ffey.the several PreQinees anaﬁof the peeple then end there_e
assembled onxfhe otherﬁﬁart, it is. agreed and estaﬂiished as -
follo%é;_ .

- The cruelties and appre551ens of the Malabar Ruler
in the, “blﬁrary and uﬁgust 1nfllct10n of bodlly tortures eﬂd
”the @eins of_Death without,Trial and,sometimes without;an accuéé;n
tion or the.possibility of e.crime, and in theﬂéeneral contempt |

and contravention of all civii Rights have become flagraﬁt,



enormous:and iﬁtolefable;“_the acts and ingxi@s of’this deernﬁept
being'éQualiyjand entifely deyoid.gf tgat Justice whicﬁ:shouid
;seéﬁre thé.safety of his Subjects, énd of'that'good fgitﬁ:which-

.ﬁight'obtaiﬁ'a benefiéial intercourse with fhg néighb&uning. |
 .sett1eméﬁt§. :

| 2. That the Rajah Sri Wikrime Rajah by the _habitual

vioiation*of fhe chief and mogt sacred duties of a.éoyeréign,
.hgs fbrfeited‘ail claimes to that title of the powers ;nneXéd
_tg.the éame, and is_deolared fallen and deposéd from thé Offiée
of King. His family and relatives whether by affinitylor b%pod;~
are alsé for'evgr excluded from the throne_agd all claim~and
title of theamalabar race to the dominion of the KandianvPrévinées
is ébplished and extingﬁishede-

D That all méles persons being oerretending t? bé'.
rela?ioﬁé_pf fhe late Hajah Sfi Wikreme.Rajah.Sinhéveitheg_bjw )
éffinity of bloéd, and whether in the:ascending;:desééhdingapr
_.coilateral 1iﬁe, are hereby aeclaréd.enéﬁies tQ‘thé Govéfnment;
.of Kéﬁdyan'ﬁrovinges and exbludéd and.prohibited"froﬁ.gnteging
thégé Provinces oﬁ.any pretenCe whatgver, without a:wriften
permiésioﬁufor that éurpoéé_by Ehe authority ofﬁthe Britiéh“
Govérnment, ﬁhder-the pains ;nq pehalties of Martial Lawy whiqh
is héﬁéby.dgclafed to be iﬁ'fofée_fofﬁthatfpurpbge—an.all}malé-J
péfsons:of the Maiébar éast now expellea fromnthe.said.Proviﬂces
are ﬁnder'the same éénaltiés prohibited from returning eﬁéept

with the permission before mentioned.
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QQEThe Dominicn éf the Kéhdyan Prgyinceg.is vested in
the S§vereign,9f the’Britisngmpire;hand t;.be exééfcised' m_
.ﬂhrough t@e Go?érnors Qf Licut;é_Govefnors of&Ceylon fqr the
timngeinéIQnd tﬂéif accréaited Agents, géving féithe‘Adigars,
- Dessaves, Moﬁattales;QCorals,.Vidhaahs andﬂéll othep_chiefzand
subordiﬁaté‘NatiVe Hepdmen, la&fully appointed*py autho;ity 5f
thé'Briti$£hGovernmgnt, the Righfé, Privilgges and Powe£$ of
.:ﬁheirhrepective Offiées, and to all classes of théﬁbéople”%he

:éafety Cf_ﬁheif persoﬁs-and property, with tﬁeirﬁCivii_Right§x
_anif§mmunit;¢s, éécording'to‘the laws, instituffons andzgustoié
' established.énd_ih force amongst tﬁemal ' _
5o_$he Religion of Boodhoo professed bj’the Chiefs ana
”_.inhabitantszaf theSéiProvinces is declarea;inviolaple, aﬁa its
Riﬁesj.%iniste;é and Pléces of worshié are fofbe méintained7and
pgotgcted:f . E
| 6. Efe;y species of"bodily'tprture, and éii mutiiétion
déf limb;1member.9r oré;ﬁ; areiérohibited and abolisﬂéd;
| 7. No Senéénce of£Death can be éa;ried1into exeéution
f,against_any.inhabit;ﬁt excep§.by the_writfen Warrant of fhe
B?itishiGoverndf of Lieut.- G§vernorzfor_théfﬁime being, f;ﬁnded
on afReporg:of the[case.made to.ﬁim thréﬁgh the gccredited Agéﬁt
i?r Aééhts of.ehe Govegnmenf?residegt;in thellnterior, iﬂ?thse
.éfgsencéaall trials fo;_Qapit;i offencés aré to takgiplace.f;
8.-§ubjec£_po th;ée Condiﬁions;“tbé adﬂinistraﬁipn BE -

Civil and Criminal Jusfice anaﬁPoliceﬂ@ver the Kan&yan inhabitants
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of the said Pro?inces iégﬁo be gxerci;e@‘acéqrding.yo esfablishéd
'Eqrms”énd by the ordinary agthorities,.Saving a;ways the;iﬁﬂé?ent'
Right ofHGoverﬁﬁent tofpedressigrieVances and refo;m abuses iﬁi
fzall.inﬁtangés whatéver, whgthe£%parti§ﬁlar of general, whéfe
such iﬁterposiiion shall become nécessarﬁl:

9;30vef Ail other persons Civilor Mi;itary_;esidingvin
or reéortingvto these Provinces got beiﬁﬂ Kandyans, Civil aﬁd
Crlmlﬂul Justlce together w1th P011cy, Shall until the- pleasuré
__of His hcgesty s Government in England may be othef wise declared
be Jdulﬂlstered in manner follow1ng. . : |

15t All persons not oe1ng Comm1551oned.or Non;Commls—
.510Abd Iﬂlltary Officers, Solalers or Followers of the army"'
usually held llable to Military DlSClpllne, shall be subgect tdf
th@ u~ﬂlstracy of the accreulted Agent or Agents of the Brltlsh
GOVQIHMent in a;; cases except charges of Murderf;whlch shall:g

to be issued from time to time

0]

”be tried by special Commission
by tne Governor for that purpose. Prsv1ded a¢&ays as to such

- Chiigcs of Murder whereln any.Brltlsh subject may be defenaant,q
who ! ﬁght be tried for tn; same by the ngs of the Unlted K;ng—
doﬁ.of Great Britéin énd.Iréiand in{fOrce for thé_Trial~of
éffeﬁéés comﬁitted by B?ifish Sﬁﬁjecté7in’F§reigﬁ fafts;.gé éuéhf§
Bfiti sh Subaect shall be tried on any Charge of Murdar alleged

_‘to dave been perpetrated 1n the Kandyan Prov1nces, other w;se

'than b v1rtue of such LaWS of the Unlted Klngiom.
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. éﬁd.- Commissioned or Noﬁ;Commissioned Military Officersd,
Soldiers or followers of the Army usﬁally held amenable to S
Military D15c1pllne,,shall in all ClVIl and Criminal Cases
wherein they méy b%ADefeniants be liable to the Laws, Regulations
and Customs of war:iﬁéééfving to the Govern5£¥§pd Commander-in-
_Chief in all cases f%iiing under this ninth Aféiéie, an unlimited

'Zrlghb of rev1ew over every proceeding, Civil or Mlll ary, had by

virtue thereof, and reserving also full power to make such
partléular provisions confofmably to the general spiritﬂof the
said Artlc¢e as may be found necessary to carry its prin01ple
into full effect |
10. Provided always that.the-opefation of the several
eceglﬂg clausés shall not be contravcned by the provisions of ;;xq

any temporary or partlal proclamation publ;shed during the

fi advance of the Army; which provisions, in so far as incompatible
zﬁith the said precedinérarﬁicles, are hereby repegled.
71.,The Royal Duéé*éhd Revenues of the Kaﬁdjan Provinces
are téf@é_managed and collected for His Majesty's ﬁééﬁdhd the
supporf:oftthe Provincial Establ?éﬁﬁent according to.lawful Cus-
ton and uﬁdé£ the direction and sﬁ?é;intendence of the accredited

Agent or Agents of the British Govefﬁmént.

12. His Excellency ‘the Governor will adopt prov151ona11y‘
and recommend to the conflrmatlon of His Royal Highness the
Pﬂlnce Regent in uhe name and on behalf of Hls MaJesty such

DlSpOultlonS in favour of the trade of these Prov1nees, as may
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P’

facilitate the Exports of their products, and improve the Returns,
wiiether in Money, or in Salt, Cloths, or other Commodities, USe¥

ful and desirable to the Inhabitants of fhe;Kandyan Countrys

(Signed) RCBERT BROWNRIGG, (SIGNED) EYHELEPOLA MOLLIGODDA
Governor 1st Adikar & Dissave

of the 7 Korles

i PELIME TALAWE
2nd Adikar & Dissave
of Saffregam

1 PELIME TALAWE
Dissave of the 4 Korles

1 MONARAWILA
Dissave of Quwa

" RATWATTE
Dissave of Matele

It MOLLIGCDDA
Dissave of the 3 Korles

11 DULLEYWE

: Dissave of Walapnae

t MILLAWA
Dissave of Welasse and
Bintenne

N GALAGAMA
Dissave of Tamankada

" GALAGODA
Dissave of Nuwara
Kalawiya

In the presence of J.D'OYLY
Chief Translator to Govt.
JAMES SUTHERLAND
Dep.Sec.to Govt,

[ ]
P .
U1 : Tennakoon Vimalananda, The State and Religion in

Ceylon Since 1815, pp.201-204,
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