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This thesis sets out to examine the collapse of the WTO ministerial conference in
Cancun (2003) after the Deha multilateral trade negotiation successfully opened in 2001. The
study employs the concept of international structure by Kenneth Waltz and the concept of

negotiation structure by Samuel B. Bacharach and Edward J. Lawler.

The study found that developing countries had more influences in the international
trade negotiation, because the struclure of the international trading system has changed.
Firstly, certain developing countries gained trade benefits and had more strength in terms of
economic and negotiating power. Secondly, there were, however, certain developing countries
who could not gain from the changes and become marginalized from the trading system and
the negotiation process. These marginal countries were empowered by civil societies or non-
governmental organizations so that they were protected from unfair actions by developed
countries. Finally, the developing countries changed their patterns of participation in the
negotiation processes. They cooperated among themselves and united their positions. These
factors contributed to the negotiating power of the developing countries, especially the G 20.
Thus, unlike the Uruguay Round, they could resist the pressure from the United States and

the European Union.
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