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Abstract
Name of Project: Rural Studies in Thai Universities: A Synthesis

Researcher: Surichai Wun'Gaeo
Date of Completion (reprint): June 30, 2000

This research project & p h/.éﬂ project, Rural Studies Systems

in Thai Universities, under the" auspi 7 l:‘bf State Universities. It is a

synthesis of all 6 regions iverstues rese siojects under the same theme The
sl university research teafs Jcatfied their ‘res :_._; activities in respective
regions, namely, Central ‘hiengmai), South (Prince of
Songkhla), Northeast k Metropolitan (Chulalongkern
and Thammasat).

The project has thrae .-. orms and models of learning
" regional research projects (2) 1o
synthesize and analyze the -:om: of rural studies in relation to the
o propose ways and means
to overcome the obstécles and Imes 10 Bhable fulak-atudies and rural learming to

be supportive to The methodologies

[

include documentary résearch, panicipatory action

informal interviews
including policy dialogues.

o i B VAR YA 1 B 1A o s

the 6 research case-studies are very much dependent on the teafhét and teaching
o, g ) 7 15761 A A R SRR o
guests incliiding innovative community leaders who work in rural issues as special
lecturers. There appears to be wide gaps between the world of rural studies 1n
universities and that of the rural learming of the rural communities and farmers
Motable are efforts to broaden the base of learning by creating networks with local

NGOs and well known village intellectionals and mode! farmers, although most are not



institutualized forms.  The existing rural studies systems are conditioned by
conventional modemization and industnalization-based wview of riral and agricultural
sector, mechanical division of labor between teaching anc research in the
university systems, bureaucratic and structural obstacles that prevent resources to
flow to facilitate field - and real life exposures, and vice versa mobility of learning
among urban and regional universities. ‘These conditions are largely responsible for

the existing rural studies, most of the consequences are, however, unitended, meaning

that they are results of system of

Te overcome the straints, " focus’ fo cious paradigm shift from
industrialism-based to sustainability=principle Bt in neeced., this will mean

policy shifts and more linkage ing with research with

real-life issues of commupi Mgipation. collaboration among
pefit boon the university and

RV

\ ent paradigm, open-up

parties of such praxis in te

the communities. Concrets le., r=contextualization of

rural and community stldie;
cross-university registrationd a c ony., and. mobility o teachers [(domestic
visiting professorships), % and panicipary  learning,
setting-up of outreach station, afiter of excsllence in rural and

community studies in Thailand for—Sop

i
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