
Abstract 

The Catcher in the Rye: Youthful Rebellion Fifty Years After 

The Catcher in the Rye J.D. Salinger's phenomenal twentieth-century 

American classic turns 50 this year. Its debut in 1951 created ,a literary 

sensation and struck a popular note, particularly among the young who 

strongly identified with its protagonist. Holden Caulfield is a rebel yearning for 

lost innocence and disgusted with "the phoniness" he sees around him. Half a 

century later, the novel has not lost its appeal. Instead, it has secured a place 

in the hearts of successive generations of readers who are still searching for 

possible answers. 
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