STX POLEMIC STATEMENTS ON THE INTER
RELATION OF "CULTURE AND ECONOMY .,

OF MATERTITAL AND INTELILECTIOAIT. PRODUCTION
A WESTERN POINT: OF . VIEW

L Man came we had the land and
j w Now we've got the Bible and

.. OF AESTHETICAL CON-
H, THE GOOD AND THE
( L MATERIAL AND IN-
OCIETY

I. CULTURE IS NOT
TEMPLATION, NOT
BEAUTIFUL. IT I
TELLECTUAL EXPRET

if@etation: individual

11 as ideal abstract
nces as well as in
t stone inscriptiens
Bhe sphere of produc-
ing in his relationship
3 11 as to nature and the
B conomic relations it com-
tmthe immediate development

Culture in this senc _
and social ones, CONCrg
ones. It manifests i
media-contrelled bedut
as well as in Coca-Cols
tion as well as the splier
to himself, to other hums
supernatural. Apart from p ﬁgg_ﬂ
prises aspects of society whagh

d .-"‘

of the personality. e

any one country,
on time as well

There is no suchy
but a multitude of
classes as well as

as on sex, they ontinge oC 1
upon geographic regibns. ' n and andardized culture

regquires the suppression and the assimilaticon of other cultures.
Within the framewor Mt/ monoculture they wusually
u

k = a domina
receive a new : ™Yo ﬂ & in a mutilated
form as a more ol | tglgr) u : (ip |[fem of commer-

cialized folklofk or handicrafts, for example).!

ARIAN TN INYAE

>

1. Confer for example the relationship between northern Thai Lanna culture and
the Bangkok sanctioned national Thai culture (See KEYES 1987)
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II. THE VARIOUS APPROACHES IN CULTURAL-ANTHROPOLOGY, ETHNOLOGY,
AND THE POSTULATIONS OF CULTURAL RELATIVISM RARELY GO BEYOND
A DESCRIPTIVE AND AHISTORICAL LEVEL

The subjugated peoples' strife for autonomy and their resistance
against the colonial powers made the latter concern themselves
academically with the effects of their celonial rule - in addi-
tion to the politieal, military and educational measures they
employed. Numerous research dtutes and foundations were set
up and instructed to acquire | edge about society and
mentality of the peoples in and Latin America in or-
der to find solutions . s resulting from their
colonial or neo-colonia \ Those conflicts and
problems were focusedw M8 anthropological re-
search, and often de: - ;s titles such as
'cultural conflict', “Wﬁim}turation‘. 'assimi-
lation' etc.?

Thus, classical cul ethnology delivered
numerous data about sg I"cognitive structures of
the peoples and tribés var ey rarely made the
effort of interpretig A . within a broader
framework of research gt Blope inda s ~Mlstorical or politi-
cal context. It is trug ay phe degbruat of autonomous cul-
tures through the impag [ sm and imperialism became an
object of their studies - L However, the actual causes
and consequences -were hafdli s toe consideration. O©On
the contrary: the phenomens fted from the actual causes
so that social problems appéape psherent to individuals or
groups, seemed to ke 1 fatet ed ~by the national
character. Furthegmgre;, 10 thelr thepraryem4and methodological
approaches they ner an: ﬁf?‘ of judgments
developed in their ‘ofg pesfbles of alien cul-
tures either uncrifica foned ﬁ by defining their
standards as universs -

The supporters g Livisd ep.hand have em-
phasized the ﬂ c ﬁ ﬁr 1%%;?&%—::“:101: be used
for purposes off €1 iof 1 i o er, ke epresentatives

of classical anthropology and ethnology, they tend to ignore the

obvious con ions between t level oductiofifand techno-

e AR AR YR

rationaliZat : iples of Ith ofl As O said:
9

'Through this ideology the defense of the inalienable right of

primitive societies to maintain their cultural expressions and
2. Gerard LECLERC in his well-known book (1972) gives a precise picture abuut
the extent anthropological research was connected with colonial and imperial
rule. Confer also ASAD 1973

236 i




manifestations turns intc a more refined form of appreciation
of the archaic, and into a nostalgic gquest for the defense of
human values, which «can only proliferate in a dependent and
backward society.' (CE. HORLEMANN 1938)

Different cultural formations are comparable among each other
with regard to success and guality of their adapting to their
natural surroundings for securing their means of livelihood, the
extent of exchange relations withi heir social structures, and
the degree of rationalizationy g: sy symbolic interpretations
of the world and the univers f WFaE context it should not be
forgotten that the actualys ¢ iety is not due to in-
digenous or invariable & ts culture, but to a
large extent to those ponditions that can be
subject to transformat

e 8 ch as the ‘cul-
‘\“ﬁu‘-roach‘ appear some-
‘n 1986; SERI & BEN-

The Thai advocates o
tural-community' or
times to lose track of
NOUN et al. 1988). Western theories
a priori simply for t! T \\ vestern thoughts
(‘class struggle S ; phgnc D Western societies
exclusively', for example] ‘ : thelk attention on issues
like the recovery of _ 1l ideank & expense of a care-
ful and and exact a s s Gl - g ‘ mpact of the market
economy and the relat 180 ] t power relations.
Among these circles here is a propensity
for a romantic and idyllié AN L L 3] onfof the peasants' 1life
of the past. Culture andc materd production of 1life are
separated, and while the £i ,éﬂp'*" erized as the authentic,
precious, 1dent1ty— re gaad old days, the
latter is rejected |afd nsid s the'realwief the evil invad-
ing forces of cai =Srism. y#-er such premises
means creating awargdes / fnrgott&n sO-—
cial values, strengthe - t ough escaping the
process of cultural adienation, which is pereeived to be caused
by the wicked 1nfluenc of modern gggerialism. with reference to

elements of Bu 1988), self-
reliance, unp i 391 th largely no
consumer goods a ai rural areas

under the sluqadﬂ back to the roots {Cf also SIMON 195?}

ammnmummmaﬂ
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III. TRADITIONAL MARXIST APPROACHES, BUT ALSO SOCIOLOGISTS FOL-
LOWING FUNCTIONALIST THEORIES, TEND TO CLASSIFY CULTURE AS A
MINOR SPHERE OF SOCIETY'S ECONOMIC STRUCTURES. BUT, AS HIS-
TORY DEMONSTRATES, CULTURE CANNOT BE SIMPLY REDUCED TO ECO-
NOMIC CONDITIONS, NOR CAN IT BE CONCEIVED AS DETACHED FROM
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. MATERIAL AND INTELLECTUAL PRODUCTION ARE
CLOSELY INTERWOVEN WITH EACH OTHER.

The term ‘'culture' is wusual perceived by orthodox Marxist
theorists as a super-structupal ] which rises above the
of production, and is

basis of a social formatiog
the assumption that the

determined by the latter
character of culture of_ n is determined by the
way the warious ; & . : gata participate in the
production, distributl o, SEOPTL !sn of intellectual
values, which . ndant onomic basis and the
any economic social
e, and it is its class
ﬁ\\,-ave all emphasized
. arxist interpreta-

x-domlnantly with the
1 8 and imperialism,

formation is related
character in a capita
by these theories.
tions of a theory
political and econoj
usually from a perspe in the imperialistic
metropolis; generally T gl Ateagrelation of cultural
suppression and imperialfism-adsé& Aegleste f. the 'classical’
as well as the more regenf Marsiat-theorists: HOBSON 1954: HIL-
FERDING 1922: LENIN l' HEMBL BARAN/SWEEZY 1966;
JALEE 1969; FRANK 1969; 1976; MAGDOFF 1978
among others)

In more recent, ON-1978; WILLIS 1981;

BOURDIEU 1982), whi or e |[LENIN (1968) and
GRAMSCI (1971), *" S-S TTUggE # bnsidered as being
limited to instrumests J on, but is ex-

tended to the sphére ' ror
recognition.? '

Al
It is interesti to égﬁit concept of
basis and supﬁ ﬁ ﬂﬁ’iﬁ?cnq positivist
and conservati or example dis-

tinguishes betw@en culture as an identity-safeguarding realm of
sensihillty. emotion, murallt and of au:mntellahtudliarderlng of

all thes re on the
R AR L eTE Gl akel dagtot kb
structura jectivistic Marxists also unctlunallst
thearlsts llke PARSONS (1948, 197la, 1971k} and LUHMANN {(1977)
conceive social structure within the framework of their theory of
systems as a sphere of norm-free sociality, and place aside the
3. The relevance of GRAMSCI's concept for the study of modern Thai politics
and society is discussed in GIRLING 1934)

-thural hegemony and
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notion of culture as a cultural subsystem intc the environs of
the social system. HABERMAS (1984) finally has taken up DUREK-
HEIM's and PARSONS' distinction respectively, between culture,
society and the individual. He interpretes culture as hand down
knowledge within the context of the 'life world' (Lebenswelt),
which alongside with society and personality represents an em-
pirical component of the 'life world' in distinction from the
norm-free social system.

As opposed to the economism of the Marxist theoretical tradition,
recent approaches argue that a jacy of the economy cannot al-
ways be taken for granted as .nk1 gputable fact or be imposed
as a norm of evidence. Ho# - gbw it remains unclear how
the actual superiority'sso list economy, how the
processes of cultural @em furse of the capitalist
industrialization can ‘BE™EEERlatE fipFefended without falling
back on the insuffigd 4F§f-p" a1t as a mere supplement
of the dominant economig | '

see it, seem to aim
and economy are no
spheres in accordance

Some recent reflectico
inte the right dirs
longer perceived as tuw

with the HEGEL-MARX gfitedodyfof iaberactibn Between the basis and
the super-structurey 1gstedd -rt--pret culture as a
dimension which is algh ¥n . ccopemicyprocesses., Conflicts

between the so-called Fi ! ,;! L i Jjorld then can be taken
as conflicts between AfT §Eve ccopomiclane political structures
and their accompanying ; et = i and no longer appear
as conflicts between thHe ccaflomy on the one hand and
an old, traditional culftre ‘ h

Reflections on culture as.: 3 Liw ndependent social sphere
as opposed teo the i nag and politics ap-
pear to be a rathar_doubt = —-"{i te the one
defending the lde-g_ *j'and as a result,
underlying critics - pe -ﬂ lines of thought
seem to underestlma-¥ the 56 can of culture, for
economic DrDCESSES. polltlcal pnwer reIa ons and technical

structures contain ral dimen already in themselves
(BOURDIEU 19824}, arrangements,

mocdes of perc i ‘ﬁi{ﬂ NE&?EE? Thus, in-
dustrial procksg orms of working

and time discip ‘ne. and specEflc cultural perceptions of nature

el R R TR R

Economic, % echnical and cultural processes are inseparably inter-

woven, and consequently they are the entirely opposite of inde-
pendent «-spheres.

Along these lines culture can be conceived as dimensions of sym-
bolic structures which are implicit to all social processes
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(SAHLINS 1978; EDER 1988; WEISS 1988). According to such an un-
derstanding cultural exchange, cultural conflicts and contradic-
tions not only take place in spheres where there happens to be an
open confrontation between different values, norms, ways of life
and artistical styles. Rather, the introduction of a certain
technology has to be apprehended as a cultural process: already
in its construction the technelogy comprises conceptions and
ideas about the adequate forms of nature's moulding and the shap-
ing of human labour. Thus, its application involves already

economic as well as cultural cohf ts.

According to such an undeg: question no longer is, as
to what value and norm ce jndamental of human life
experience. Such a duestlino o lgliges™is considered as one of
mere cultural immanende ave nothing to do with
the rational, efficigg ; logic of industrial

technology and market e { “w:;qagk'ugh_for example, as to
what conditions wg uiotd dr \Subjigat®Shuman development of

self-determination and then be raised vis
a wvis technical ag [ ) e ¥ 4 3 st cultural struc-
tures and processes. T A rursl dan be defined as a dimension
of human experience 1 i chii's rolved in relations of
power and rule, in#€cgq and(pal ilfics, " \in“subjugation as well
as in resistance. ' '

Culture, economy and Pt e “¥ifisdparably interwoven with
each other in the &t };”-am}- fe of the indiwvidual.
However, the character : : cal potential of the
cultural dimension is human's conscious and
deliberate shaping even o politics may arise from
cultural processes of and mind-expansion, from
conceptualizations-pf eyperiences - beyond
exploitation, humid® :j’

')

IV. AS HUMAN HISTORY 4D NSTRATES : LTURAL PROCESSES AND ITS
SPECIFIC - INSEPARABLY IN-
ST 4 7T SRS

In order to coﬂgrehend the intgrrelation of culture apnd economy,

the materi rgduction =] eiy abstract,

s SRR T e

with its 3n t d atured, d space and

time. On¥y then, with the material production in its specific
historical feature taken into account, we will be enabled to
grasp the true character of the intellectual production, as well
as the reciprocal interrelation of both sides. ©On the background
of such a view the present situation in the so-called Third World

has proven that independent cultural expressions and autonomous
conceptions of wvalue and belief systems have survived in those
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areas and regions, where an agrarian system of subsistence is
still the dominant mode of production. O©Only in connection with
economic and social transformations the cultural manifestations
will change likewise.

Eurcpean history has given ample evidence of such a correlation:
The modern European nations and the modern civil societies could
emerge only when from the second half of the 15. century onward
the power of the feudal lords was collapsing and monarchic sys-
tems based on nationalities could arise. The barriers of the old
'orbis terrarum' then were brak  kthe world was 'explored', and
the foundation was laid foo k, rade and the transition of
the crafts into the manufact % of later periods, which
again constituted the st@siin : he. modern heavy in-
dustry. In the B 3 e al mode of production
developed into a capits religious and secular
values transformed 1o : sle society embracing

ideologies appeared | \:::::H;;ERSTEIH 1974, 1980;

WOLF 1982).

The national cultur D ygie gant has developed in
gquite a similar way. F rels Ely recent date, it
appears to the majoi Y ;\r‘\_\ self-evidence
that it is widely “Qccép ganﬁ? t, a0 . However, as EKEYES
{1987) has pointed oyf ncingd \iu-l-!lh the Thai national

culture has its rofftsffigl: der k its present feature
took shape only duringjit -5 nd ‘pa \ he nineteenth century
in the wake of efforgs to s5Cd a {i" n nation-state. What
KEYES discreetly paraphyfises—s= "o ionl of a modern mnation-
state' in fact was f{ =} han the gradual peolitical,
economical, and finally a : deprivation, subjugation
and annexation of the pecy. the
South by Bangkok's

Northeast and the
sion of a Bangkok-

based central admifs ’***‘*'*‘———:*‘_‘*"***'** an national army
and police, the 'hff_- n of A | nified, Bangkok-
controlled juridica p “5 well as the crea-
tion of a centrallzl! BuddhnTs Sanglia orga L zation was accom-

panied by the spread of a natiunal idecology and a national cul-
ture at the expense ofﬂqlanal andgethnic traditions (Cf. also

mire 12 sl -3 01 YL L) DALS

While in o j“ transformations
and, at the sa time, compazable 1deo gies and c ural values
have eme nst othar
R AR BE TR
their rul en hr whu:h

they plac themselves intoc the center of their warld view
(KIERNAN 196%). They soon started to subjugate the nature, to
enslave other people and nations, to eradicate animals, and to
deplete mineral resources by plundering without restraint.
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From such an anthropocentrism the European ethnocentrism or
eurocentrism evolved. These lines of thought are characterized by
the conviction that the Western man and his culture or civi-
lization respectively are superior to that of any other social
formations. The feeling of superiority is based on the fact that
only the industrial relations of productions appears to have the
capacity to subject nature and environment.

had the tendency to place

themselves into the center. . Au = ssimultaneous combination of
anthropocentrism, i "\ et pitalism was a unigque fea-
ture of Je. ] tordgmldevelopment. The idea of
gobal domination became mag S s fe.when the ruling elites
already had been commandiiy those el pesentials necessary to

enforce their claims lly and militarily.
This conception, wh AVE el 1 5 the status of in-
feriority, supportes a9 renghl d &adl. the well-known his-
torical consequences. L 3 z colonialism, neo-
colonialism and imps e to cover the whole
world with ideologie civilizing supe-
riority with all its

V. THE CONCEPT OF CULJUR, BERIAL] SM | YS IMPRESSIVELY THE
CONSEQUENCES OF IR ' BUT IT TENDS TO NEGLECT
AN EXISTING CULTUF JSNESS AND POTENTIAL OF
RESISTANCE OF THE PEBEC SO0-CALLED THIRD WORLD
COUNTRIES

Whereas the term im he political rela-

tions between the= BLisalised o s—ahd the countries of
the Third World (c Vf Pl -inperialism is
aimed at describing on Tirepression, super-
imposition, conver n and or des ction o aterial and intel-

lectual nan1fentntionn of the peoples in America, Africa and
Asia, a process initiated by the dblonial powers (CESAIRE 1955;

i;l_:gl::l'lﬂﬁ'? lﬂﬂ uﬁ /am Wlﬁq ﬂﬂihh 1974; BIKO

Cultural- lmperl ism is based gn qulte ious as w as on more

EER SATRVET g B

tion Ecnno y for instance, the sphere of social and political or-
ganizations, i.e. religious and secular missionary work, intro-
duction of alien legal, educational (CARNOY 1974; ALTBACH & KELLY
1577; DALE 1982), and health systems, the sphere of relation-
ships among the members of society, i.e. between man and woman,
parents and children (BOSERUP 1970; ROGERS 1980; ETIENNE &
LEACOCK 1980), employer and employee etc., the sphere of lan-
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guage, art (PAZ 1972), nutrition habits, housing, means of
transportation, etc.

Colonialism and imperialism, often accompanied by the proceeding
destruction of traditional cultures, are closely associated with
more or less open forms of racism (ZUBAIDA 1971). From such a
perspective the peoples of the Third World countries are per-
ceived as underdeveloped, primitive, emotional, childish, naive,
but as being inclined to aggressive and wviolent forms of
conflict-solving, and with rggs to their intellectual com-
petence they are characterizasd as starded, deficient, clumsy,
noet motivated by achievement gpot being able to think in
abstract, logical categordi Featypes form the ideologi-
cal basis of economic, 5 gral subjugation.t

Oon the level of socia its cultural mani-

oo e L I 1o "
culture, lack of orieg#e \ S N srgonalities, apathy,

55333;:?; z:ifas of identity,

’f:\\ restricted to an

A ation on a social or
Y \arn likely to ignore,
"R.a era there had been

passivity, autism, +]
The thecories of cu ST
analysis of the
psychological-indivig
that from the very be
actions of non-coopersa
riots and even attempt and military struggles for
liberation. Among a larg istance movements the call
for cultural self-determin®d @' an important role besides
the demands for d 3] independence, cf. the
Negritude®? , the Blac 1 ISTLES ent ... the Islamic Move-
ment (HODGKIN 1980) ent for example.

el st boycotts, strikes,

Y
febriomic, military or

_ﬁuayl evoked anti-
sistance. However,

No matter what isﬁ
cultural - imperialﬁa; - ave

colonial or anti- erialist reactions of

4. Personal characteristi thi turess t sel pagerly accepted by
the elites of Tﬁdﬂ | Hmm% Jg dominant national
ideologies, and ltur aiflst i t otifies or neighbouring

countries. qu
.t

¢ F=
5. Ruthor k ’ )] RE (1963),
L.S.SENGHORY (15%1) ofher i ! i rougysg¢igntific and
literary pgblications their painful experiences of cultural uprooting: The
domination of the White Man, which has penetrated even into their dreams and
sexual lives, into their thoughts and languages. In their analysis of the im-
pact of colonial rule they finally want to create an economic, political and
ideological framework for the preservation and even developing of a new

society based on its own traditional values.
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the past and present history of resistance was and is full of
contradictions. As the examples of many countries have shown,
anti-imperialist resistance was and is in ne way tantamount toc an
overcoming of the oppressor's culture, and does not necessarily
imply the establishment of a new, Jjust and more humane system of
values®* . The complicated relationship between material and cul-

societies and nations under colonial and imperial rule the main

guestion is as to whether they the ability to dewvelop their

uctures as early as during

the course of their struggle : nce, in the fold of the
old society already. As F “‘iﬁ

heterogeneous traditi s of handicrafts in-

creasingly become yped formalism, the

tural production, as outlined above (III.), suggest that for
own, positive material and cu
‘While the masses c ey cﬁituatiﬁm with their

intellectual desperg ~Wﬁ&¥, : ges into adopting
the occupant's culti i .-?&-{‘H--s not fail to de-
preciate his own nafifi: A4 tufe | by Ne Pakes shelter behind

but sooner or later
] Le [ SN culture.

Both attempts end upfnfigtole-alle adictions. Whether as

a defector or a co 13 tHe 1.?*. d subject remains

ineffective, becaufSe [E L g serious and pre-

cise analysis of the

(F.FANON, in: 'Gegense
Befreiungskampf, quoted

on Nationalkultur und
1988)

The struggle for liberation tdanot o e old values and
features of the tradily pikes to bring about
a basic reorganizat] nnot leave out
forms and substansall tht example of many
countries demonstrate =3 m r 1t. Whether inde-
pendence was 'qrantedﬂur achieved rough a

uggle of libera-
tion, signs of 'cultural heterogeneity' in the sense of a loss of

'cultural identity' bedama apparent # many Third World countries
of Eolg: Theiﬁﬁﬁg'ia ﬁ%ﬁ ﬁm S existence of
sometimes contradi 1 n ] cl in most cases
move into a dire@fion of an increased disintegration as a result
of internal social contraddctions qmfand extermal affects

(BERGER, L : ving the
historica e t\I'F. an? m QQEQEg Bh ﬁ & |question
as to whethe those countries will evelop substantially or

remain in a state of 'underdevelopment' does not depend in the
first place on the influence of so-called development-promoting
or development-retarding cultural elements, but will rather be
contingent wupon the societies' and regions' socio-cultural and

B P —

6. Most prominent horrible example of recent times: Iran
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institutional conditions of growth.

The cultures of the industrialized countries have not ceased to
dominate the cultures of the African, Asian and Latin American
countries despite the latter's' formal political independence.
The continuing exploitation of natural resources, the export of
industrial plants, modern technoleogies, as well as social forms
of production, and the expansion of trade and of markets for in-
dustrial products result in constantly renewed arrangements,
agreements, and contracts between jthe industrialized and the so-
called developing countries. alations do not only stand
for the Western culture!' domination of the Third
World countries, but alsg singly stronger hold of
more and more areas ¢ Not only machines and
medicine are imported, which alongside
with a control of the influence upon life
style, language and m

et

As it seems, the prosp 8 rflew €0 ion of material and
non-material resourc =wo £ R0 - :\~~bstru¢ted develop-
ment stimuli, and t ; ' ba a new material and
intellectual producti ugh the struggle for
political change.

ith its dominant cul-
ture has been initis = is swallowed up and
a bastard pseudo-cu =Fils d, ~ which is allowed to
grow to such an extenfl aged &L = pace as it is conceded by
the dominant culture. : called a subculture, be-
cause iIn the urban cent- s imitate the White Men
without shame.

‘Whenever the

However, by re ng—tire— dent we not only
reject values a¥aen accept that
what attempts to Heéstre ~-aﬂﬂ, namuly, that man
in all his diversily is the cornerstone o society, and not
simply his physical well-being. We reject the power-oriented

soc:etles of the octident, whicHl&eem to work hard and per-
SRR L R R
while at th i m t k of losing conti-
nually.'?

’Q‘mﬁﬂﬂ‘im UANINYAY

7. Steve BIKO (1979), who was a theoretical and organizational leader of the
Black Consciousness Movement until he was murdered by the South-African
Government
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VI. 'CULTURAL EXCHANGE', 'CULTURAL AID', 'INTER-CULTURAL COMMU-
NICATION' ETC. ARE CONCEPTS OF A CULTURAL RELATIONSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE FIRST AND THE THIRD WORLD, WHICH HELP TO DISGUISE
THE FACT THAT CROSS-CULTURAL EXCHANGE IS ALWAYS DETERMINED BY

THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL POWER RELATIONS OF SUPER- AND SUB-
ORDINATION

international cultural
', for 'lifting of re-
- like the ideclogy of
ed in such an exchange
the call for ‘'open
nomically powerful,
ing of cultural
t the developing

Demands for 'opening' and 'openness'
relations, for ‘'exchange of ;
strictions', and 'overcoming
'free trade' claims that both .
will benefit in the end. -
markets' will be profitaB
the industrial nations
barriers' is nothing ut
countries' markets ready ral export of the
industrial nations. A if ) st such an unequal
relationship is the exprg 2 -,.ﬁ‘ ofditable', 'marketable'
cultural achievements \ . '

and this is the
reason why the emphasis ‘partnership’.

For a number of years,
of development betwee
called cultural aid ha
'socio-cultural dimensio
ment policy, because in
various develcpment schemsg
had been found. Hence, thefdige

approaches which seemed to be Ticorporate social, cul-
tural, and, very recently.. variables. Neverthe-
less, as a theoreti i Gegrman policy of
development aid has

illed cooperation
\ d World, the so-

place, and the
official develop-
implementation of
jevelopment obstacles
ed to new developmental

‘Development, as : and as it is of
course also undérst d by 0 colntries, these days
is to a great extent 1denticu1 with the tran®fer of our tech-
nolegy., the t:r.*n-z.-n‘_’ezg'&;I our way aU;fe, the transfer of our

Western ratio (KOEHLER
B R TV
In fact, the pﬂll of develupme t by the F1rst towards the Third
World is techno-
e e A
value syst ply the

achievementsiof modern technical sciences.

If, thus, culture is conceived as the totality of all material
and intellectual manifestations of life, it becomes evident that
the official governmental measures of cultural exchange, as out-
lined above, (in Thailand the language courses of the British
Council or AUA, the movies and concerts of the Alliance Francaise
or the Goethe-Institut, the allocation of funds for the restora-
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tion of an old temple, for instance)] constitute only a small part
of an overall cultural confrontation which is dominated by the
economic relations between the industrialized countries of the
First World and the developing countries of the Third World. Not
a guest concert by the London Symphony Orchestra in Bangkok ex-
presses the cultural exchange between Thailand and the Western
world in the first place, but rather it is represented by BMW and
IBM, by Coca-Cola and McDonalds. Not the cultural institutes of
the Western countries in Bangkok stand for Thailand's cultural
relations to the European states or the USA, but rather the con-
sumer goods in Maa Bukhrong and al Plaza, the aura of enter-
tainment places like Hapﬁa Ej om Plaza, or Nasa. Not a
sociocritical movie presenfe \ﬁ' the Goethe-Institut form
the Thais' picture of Western s ie€, but Rambo and Schwar-
zenegger, Dallas and DynaStw, o t operas produced fol-
lowing the model of Am an or 6t Beethoven or Shakespeare
are Western ideals, ducts and advertising
columns like Madonna Government's cultural
policy of the West only the lubricating
paste of a plastic-—, g st -1 gy, Video-TV-culture, a
cheap wversion of &HE ol gt glame isumer world of the West,
which is increasingl oding —h 1Al the Third World
countries.

The cultural relatighs Sefvesfi"the Fi md the Third World are
a reflection of the#Ecgho if-gjzﬁ‘ dependence. Nowadays,
the cultures of the fMegelopiiie are totally flooded by
short-lived junk prodf process is pushed
ahead by the organi  media and means of com-
munication (SMITH 1980 J ertising and transfer of
technology, all being insp 3 and dominated by Western examples.

Within the cir ies' ruling elites
the described dewdkopment leads fo = di=integFdtion of conscious-
ness and culture, Jgh i led 'cultural hete-
rogeneity' above (o% sultural elements of
Western soccieties ﬂgra eaq sdopted hy{ﬁt least parts of the
elite, while on th€é other hand a consolidation of traditional
values and behaviouma) orientatiops are provoked in order to es-

tablish protegti if loss of iden-
tity as a %m%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ e o] qfiltratinn. The
economic cris 1s accompanie a cr s entality. An ex-

pression of is crisis is ghe prapﬂ?igty of par of the elite

SRR TR T ™

8. In Thai wurban areas the increased popularity of Buddhist sects and the
revival of Animistic practices may be seen as an indication of such a trend.
{MULDER 1985)




A true cultural exchange, based on equal relations, should imply
on the si e of the Western industrial nations their readiness to
develop a self-critical appreciation of all relevant interna-
tional problems and to accept their historical responsibility for
the damage to man and nature that has been caused by the interna-
tional capitalist world order in the course of several centuries.
The discussion about the culture of Third World countries cannot
be separated from a fundamental criticism of the capitalist

societies' culture. Moreover, o y a glance forward and beyond
! //der will provide prospects

the 1limits of a capitalist
5 ed wupon mutuality and

for a global cultural
equality.

h ﬂfu@lture requires mutual

£ ol - Jparticular features.

Besides, a true dia&
understanding about

acknowledgment and res
sch will not tolerate

This is not to deny
basic values (human ri
' the barbarism of
a rejection of the

a cultural develop
erated in modern

colonialism and imp
theories of cultura edfEt
anthropology and ethnglffogl
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