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*Thus, the reference to arts. 9 and 10 of the UNESCO Convention should be interpreted as
simply accommodation the “interests” of States Parties with a cultural, historical or archaeological
verifiable link to the UCH concerned and not affecting the otherwise applicable jurisdiction of the coastal
State. Such an interpretation is aligned both with the spirit and the wording of art. 8 “Without prejudice to
and in addition to articles 9 and 10, and in accordance with article 303, paragraph 2, of the United

”

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, States Parties may regulate and authorize...” (emphasis

added)
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" Art.59 of the LOSC says : “Inicases where this Convention doesynot attribute rights or
jurisdictionuto the coastal State or to other! States within! the exclusive economic-zone, and a conflict
arises between the interests of the coastal State and any other State or States, the conflict should be
resolved on the basis of equity and in the light of all the relevant circumstances, taking into account the
respective importance of the interests involved to the parties as well as to the international community as
a whole”

" The definition is worded as follows: “warships, and other vessels or aircraft that were owned or
operated by a State and used, at the time of sinking, only for governmental non-commercial purposes,

that are identified as such and that meet the definition of underwater cultural heritage”
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' Santo Domingo Declaration, of 16 June 1998, resulting from the First Meeting of the Technical
Commission on Underwater Cultural Heritage of the Forum of Ministers of Culture and Officials
Responsible for Cultural Policy of Latin  America and the Caribbean (webpage at
http://www.unesco.org.cu/foroministros/foro.htm), reprinted in UNESCO Background Malerials on the

Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (Vol. Il, Paris, 2000) pp.341-342
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