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Abstract

The research "Speech in Thai History: The Thonburi and the Ratanakosin Periods" aimed at
(1) collecting the content of important speeches as found in various types of evidence, namely,
chronicles, historical annals, laws, royal commands, memoranda, and some print material; (2)
compiling sign-iﬁcanl speeches and major concepts of the kings during the periods studied
pertaining to politics and administration, economics, society and culture. The study also selected
prominent lectures and speeches of 15 Thai speakers, 3 of whom were of royal birth and the rest
were common people. All these speeches were investigated qualitatively using Thai historical
framework to undertake both the contextual and textual analyses . Pertaining to the speeches and
communication of the Kings, two research questions were asked: (1) What were the kinds of
situations that determined the types of communication and speeches used by the Kings ? (2) What
were the situations or the roles of communication or speeches as employed by the Kings?

Regarding the speeches of the 15 outstanding speakers, two research questions were posed: (1)
What were the situations facing each individual speaker? (2) What were the major strategies used by
each speaker to create understanding as well as appealing to the audience?

It was found that the situation either normal or critical as encountered by Thailand during the
Thonburi and the Ratanakosin eras was the main determinant for the kings' awareness and
communication for the well-being of the people or to efface the danger threatening the country. As
the man who was of the most important position in the country, he had to express his ideas and his
standpoint carefully in order to bring peacefulness and to lead his country out of jeopardy. The
characteristics of the speeches or communication used by the Thai kings can be summarized as (1)
use of speeches to dissolve the crises (2) issuance of royal commands to enhance the welfare of the
Thai people during the period of normalcy (3) uses of speeches in teaching the entourage and
officials to rule the country and the people (4) use of speeches in negotiation to preserve the

' country's autonomy and independence (5) use of speeches to prove the kings' fairness and
benevolence (6) use of speeches to improve morale and spirit of the people (7) use of speeches in
mediating a situation as the third party in which those concerned would neither lose face nor become
disheartened (8) use of speeches to uphold religious and educational affairs (9) use of speeches to
teach morality and ethics (10) use of speeches to conserve national heritage (11) use of speeches
to inculcate nationalism (12) use of speeches to encourage common people to express their ideas in
the royal presence.

As for the selected 15 outstanding speakers in the Thai history, there were 13 male and 2
female speakers dating from the time of King Rama V when some records of speakers of “modemn *

system could be located up to the time of the present King Rama [X. The speakers were from



different professions such as lawyer, journalist, education philosophers, politicians, military officer,
NGO leader, state enterprise executive, banker, monk ,medical doctor, female professo'r, The

- research revealed that under various circumstances each speaker had to face, he or she had
adapted his or her strategies to the occasion and the auditors. First , each speaker would pay
attention to the situation at hand and would respond properly within that context, namely, to give
_ more information if the situation needed clarification, to teach, to preach, to express opinions, to
persuade, to argue, etc.. Second, the speakers were well prepared as reflected in their own
“invention” of the lecture or speech. The invention came from research in various sources, the
speakers' own experiences couples with their sound judgment. Third, the strategies employed by
each speaker varied according to his or her own style such as organization or speech structure,
content development with examples, analogies, metaphors, statistics, comparisons, narration,”

: description, humor, deductive and inductive reasoning. These strategies were classic and could be
found in almost every speech textbook but each rhetor had employed his or her unique talent and
ability to add freshness and vivacity to these artifacts thus making them memorable speeches in

Thai history.
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