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Tests for Beginners
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ABSTRACT

Purpose

The purpose, of this study was to construct effective
English dictation proficiency tests for beginners., The tests

were based on individualized language materials, the Jacaranda

Individualized Language Arts Programm (JTT.AP), and the Oxford

English Course for Thailand Books II and III.

Procedures

Three levels of English dictation tests were constructed,
Each level consisted of two parallel forms of 50 items each.
These testsywere pretested.with .two.levels of students~Pratom 6
Wat Tat Thong School students.and Pratom 4 Krasetsart! Demonstra-
tion School students who had studied English for 2 yearsgand
Pratom 7 Wat Tat ‘Thong Schoo} students and Pratom.5 Kasetsart
Denonstration School students who had studied English for 3 yearse.
All tests were administered both via tape recording, and live,

Item analyses were performed and indices of item difficulty and



item discrimination were derived. Means, standard deviations, _
stapdard errors of means, reliabilities, and standard errors of
measurement were calculated to determine the equivalence of the
parallel forms and of the recorded and live test administration
procedures. Z-ratios were calculated to determine the differences
between means of the two.forms and of the two administration
procedures.

Good items.were sclected from ecach pgir of pretest'on the
basis of item diffieulty and discrimihation, and combined into a
single form. The resultant English dictation tests were post-
tested with the population of 1079 who were XKhon Kaen students
using the recording administration procedure., Test and item sta-
tistics were. computed ueing program ITANAL on an IBM 350/145
computer at the Asian Institute of Techmology. Statistics computed
included indiceswof ditem difficulty and item discrimination, means,
standard deviations, standard errors of means, reitiazbilities and

standard errors of measurcment,

Results

Three effective English dictation proficiency tests for
beginners were produced. Each was composed\Pf 50 items. The
major, findings £rom, the post=test were thabt.theslevelsofitem
difficulty varied from very edsy to very difficult.. (494 to L.00),
The discrimination power was in a high level (average =.70).

Moreover, the reliabilities of the tests were satisfactory high

(average = ,85), The test also had content validitye
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