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?ro}ec’t Title : Social Imagination and Narrative Scheme in the Films of
Satyajit Ray:an Analytical Study
Name of the investigators: RATTANA CHAKKAPHARK
JIRAYUDH SINTHUPHAN
Year: May 2002
Abstract

The aims of this research are to analyse the films directed by Satyajit Ray in the narrative
structure, the patterns of blot and the model of binary oppositions of structuralism; to analyse their
contents based on the quest model and the semiotic square; to study _the film language regarding
point of view, the mise en scene, the montage, the use of sound efféct; and to study the narrative
system in relation to the media; the types of the story and the auteurship of Satyajit Ray.

The fesults of _the research finds thatv the plots lack dramatic aspects so much that '
sometimes they cannot be drawn out to be a synopsis. They also lack dialogues and narrative lines.
The contents are mostly represented by mise en scene, montage, sound effect and music. The
outstanding element is the mise en scene. The images presented represent the fee!ing‘s and the
emotions of the dramatic personal.

~ The stories-are mostly about Bengal region and the Bangali language is used (except
"Shantranj Ke Khdari" which has Ultrapradet as a setting and in which Urdu is spoken). The
adaptation of novels and short stories are widely used. The stories can be categorised into 4 '
groups, namely: v

1. the questions about the changing society and culture.

2. the question about the gender, the role and the interrelation of opbosite sexes in the
Hindu society which are t6 be changed.

3. the question about the life in a big city like Calcutta, where live people of many groups,
many classes; and also about life and values in the big city which affect the human values.

4. the question about the central power of the government, of the 1mperialism,.and of
Capitalism; the contents of each group can be sub-divided according to the era, namely:

4.1 the fifties: the change of society and primitive culture is focused
4.2 the sixties: the genderis focused
4.3 the seventies: the problem of human values and morality is focused
e 4.4 the eighties: the power and its rebellion are focused:
The black-and-white films of Satyajit Réy are outstanding in communicating and have more

cinematographio’éesthetic than his coloured films.
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