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# # 5274154825: MAJOR HOUSING

KEYWORDS: IMPROVEMENT / DISABLED / HOUSING
SARAWOOT LAPANGSRLETHE IMPROVEMENT OF HOUSING FOR PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES iIN UDONTHANI PROVINCE : A CASE STUDY OF
NONGHAN AND KUMPHAVAPI DISTRICTS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF. TRIRAT
JARUTACH, 178 pp.

Al presenl, the number of people with disabilities in Thailand is 855,973, accounting for 1.28% of the total
populalion of the country. The govemment has realized the importance of providing assistance to people with
disabilities to enable them to work and live nommal lives as much as possible. The present study aimed at investigating
the living conditions, socioeconomic conditions, and housing problems of people with disabilities. The study sample
consisted of three groups of people with disabilities with the mosl serous housing problems—those with a physical
disability, those with mulliple disabilities, and the blind. The sample was recruited from the region with the highest
number of people with disabiiities, and within the province and districts involved in the community-based rehabilitation
project (CBR). Data was collected by means of irerviews, obsenvation, field notes, and photographs. The data
gathered in the study was analyzed to develop guidelines on how to improve housing for these three groups of people
with disabililies.

As regards the study findings categonized according to type of disability, it was found that people with
physical disabilities were able 1o carry oul activities of daily life to a certain extenl, bul were not able to completely
perform self-care and had to rely on caregivers io do some activities. These caregivers had plans for housing
improvements to aid in care giving. With regard to people with multiple disabilities, they were able to carry out aclivities
of daily life but had te conslantly rely on their caregivers, who had alreedy parlly improved and equipped their houses for
people with disabilities; however, they still lacked some convenience in utilizing such renovated houses and equipment.
Finatly, for blind pecple, they were able to live a normal life and had few problems with housing as they had already
become familiar with the houses they were living in.

Based on the findings of the study, it is recommeanded that the improvement of housing for people with
disabilities could be divided into two types according to the nature of the disability. For people with physical disabilities
and multiple disabilities, utilizalion of space within the house such as bedrooms, toilets, patics, and dining areas should
be improved. Likewise, equipment for physical therapy including support rails and walking rails should be installed for
them to practice walking, getting up. and sifling which would strengthen their muscles. As for the blind, different levels
inside the house should be medified, and there should be touch surfaces to wam them of dangers in risky areas.

Department : Housing Student's Signature <H 'JTﬁ?S:

Advisor's Signature flalis I-(

Field of Study : ... Housing ...
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