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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is aimed at surveying political

participation among Thai university students:. The strength of association

among the variables'of social position, political knowledgye, political
consciousness and degress of political participatioﬁ were explored.
_Theoretically, political participation may be classified into five groups
of activity, namely, protestors, community‘activists, party and campaign

woxkers, communicators and voters as suggested by kiilbrath. fthe method

[

scd in the study is the questionnaire consisting of demographic data,
a multiple-choice teét of political knowledge, political consciousness
in Likert's scale type ané thevdegree of'political Barticipation. The
samples of 701 _students were randomized.fromvthe group of ;students
in the Political ‘Scignce Faculty, Rankhamiiaeng Universify.

Data analysis was presented in the nunber of percent,
Chi Sqguare and Cramer's V Values. The.results of this study are as
follows:
1. Male students participate’ in political activities of all

groups more than female students. (P = ,10)



2. The plder students participate in protest and voting more
than the younger group. There is no statistical significant difference
in the grow of ébmmunity activists, party and campaiqn‘workers ana
communicators. (P = .00 )

3. The students enrolled.in the ecademic yeuar cf 1976
participate in protest and voting moresthan the students enrolled in
the ecademic year of 1977. There is no statistical significant
difference in the other thizee groups of political participation.

7

(p=.10)

4. Students with educational background in various occupation

participate in protesi, community activities, political communication,

political campaign and panty working more thar. those with general
education backgrouhd. fhere is no statistical significant difference in
the voting activity.

5. The groups of father's occupation inlcivil officer
participate in protest and community activities less than the group of
father's other occupation. There is ﬁo statistical difference in the
other three-group dfidctivitiesl .( 220102 )

6. Studénts .with high economic status participate in protest,
political) campaign afia party .working land ‘political’ coumunication more
than thosé of low economic status. (P = .10 )

7. There is no statistical significant difference between the
groups of varicus place cf residence in all groups of political
activities.

8. Students with highscores in political knowledge participate

in community activities, political campaign and party working,



L)

political communication and voting more ﬁhan that of low-score stﬁdents.
There is no statistical significant Aifference in protest. (P = .05 )

9, Students with high- scores in pelitical consciousness
participate in prétest, political campaign and party working, and
voting more than those with low-score. There is no statistical significant
dgifference in community activities and ®olitical communication, { P = .03)

) The strength of "association between demographic, social position
variables, political knowledge, participation attituces and the five-group
of political participatien ave low in aimost values ( V = 0.00-0.25 )

except one in the voting and age'variable, the strength of association

is found at the rather fAigh level.  {({V = 0.57)
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