CHAPTER VIT
CONCLUSION

Historical evidence shows that contact betwecn the
Philippines and Thailand dates back from the fourteenth
century long before the coming ol the Spaniards to the
Philippines in 1521. Both countries were then part of a
flourishing trade la"the Orient.

During the Spandsh negime, Manila became the connect-
ing link between Thailénd and Spain. A Uripartite arrangce-
ment existed in whigh Thailend sent envoy to Manila
instead of Spain. Im turn, .the Spanish envoy to Thailand
was appointec by the Spanish Covernor-General in the Phil-
ippines. For almost three centuries. and a half, relations
between the twe gountrics were carried out-end conducted
by Spain and similarly during the american regime, by the
United Stetes,

In 1935, the United States of fmerica nermitted the
establishment of the first Thai consulate duc to the in-
creasingbnumber (of\Thai netionalls who mostly went to study
in the Philippines.,.

In 1943 during the Japanese Occupation of IManila, a
puppet republic was set-up. Thailand, having allied itself
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with the .\xis Powers esrlier, extended recognition immedi-
ately to vhe Philipnine Japanese Puppet tepublic under
Laurel, Sr
Tho Axis Powers lost the Zeconc world Wer and the
legitimate Commonwenlth Government of the Philippines which

had been exiled in laghington, D67, was restored The

following year witnegsed ar abrupt decline of relations hot-
weenr the Filipinos«@no ghe /Thais. The Thais hod to make
adjustiments in thedr intérnational arfeirs with the Allies,
while the Philippip€s had tovlay initial steps Lo pull ocut
the country from the ravégces and ruins of war.

his perioc¢ also marked the incugurotion of preifzr-

enticl vrade with the United States which o
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trade heavily devpendent--om fmerican traode.

On Julyv L, A946-the Phitipoines—hetine o full-sover-~
eizn state in simple but symbelic ceremojiiics. The Royal
Thail Government sentran envoy to,witne the mroclamation

of incevencence.,

)

Tt is interesting tognote thax the {irst Philippiﬁe

lesation™in Boutheast L.gik was e€svablished! inBongkol: in

1949, . fortnicht afuver, & Treaty of Friendshio between the

Philiprines and Thailsnd was concluced. Iuch earlier, how-
Se

ever on Septeuber 26, 19LC, Thailand had already extended

recognition to the Philippine ¥epublic under Manuel A. R0xXoS



~-129-~

On April 27, 1953, realizing the mutual benefit that
could derive from co-operation in aerial travel, an lir
Agreement was concluded providing for a system of collabora-
tion in aerial navigation.

Political co-operation between the Philivppines and
Thailand was evident in some of Uhe regional conferences
they attended. For instence, in the Baguio Conference of
1950 and that in Bandung.dn 1955.

InstitutionaleCcosoperation between Thailand and the
Philinpines had its goots with the establishment of SELTO.
The area of institutiona&lized co-operation obviously has
been enlarged with the formation of 451. There is no doubt
that both countries derive mutual benefits from their mem-
bershin in these organizatione.

The factorsi conducive to the growth of political co-~
operation and closer friendly ties betwcen Thailand and the
Philippines can be“deduced from their geographical propin-
quity, identicdl econouyyy andypolitical~and «cultural kinshio.
These factors wiend to bring about similarity of interests
and outlOokfas | woll) as i Ladrity “of peoblems £y @% is but
then logi€al that both peoples find themselves in basic
agreement with respect to the solution of common problewms to

the end of strengthening their common interests.
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L certain degree of community of intcerest is already
incipient in both countries and con easily be discerned.
They arc the only Southeast Asian countries which are openly
supporting the west because they do not feel and believe
that their national honor and prestige are compromised by
their allience with the West. And.thus their common mem-
bership in S0ATO and heawy nmilitary and economic depend-
ence on the United Statess

Historical evideénce aond the enpiriccl date available
Justify the present vigiter's-coenclusion that the relations
between these two s@verceign states have been almost perfect
and cevoid of any significant misunderstanding. Judging
from the facts herein ‘bnésented, it is not presumptuous to
predict that o clash of national dintcrests is most unlikely
and that relatiows between them can doncd endure.

Philippine-Thai relations can well serve as & mcdel
of joint and co-operative efforts of two sovereign states.
Thus, it can @asily becone thél nucleus orl starting point
from which r.eional co-operation may_be obtained.

Theng crétwol apprioaches /by iwhieli two on more states
may bs linkea together--by co-operation and by integration.
Intecgration, even without amalgamation is difficult to

sccure and szems quite an idcalistic, in contra-distinction
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to co-opcration which is & practical and more floexible
approach.,

Theoretically, SE.TO and /34 {2all under the category
of security-communities of the plurcalictic type; in other
words the members of these organizations arc assumed to be
integrated without complete mergern ol amal,amation. Even
taking into consideration the almost perfect politica
rclationship between hce and | the presence of the rudiments
of on administrative’machinery, the prescnt writer cdocs no*
telieve in the feasibilify and practicality of integroting
without complcetely nergiag the Philippines and Thailand os
a sub-area in the region.

Integration reguires the assumption of major respon-
sibilities. While the Philippines.and Thailand may be
williny to subordimate & fair proportion of their national
interests ¢o the "comnion goals, their resources are not ade-
quate and sufficient to be deployed and Bear the heavy strain
of shouldering! fiinanciclend guidibtary wesponsibilities,

lMorcovey, integration requircs a corc of strength
around whiChy 11 \priocesEes afid Worevolvel| " THE Philippines
and Theilend are more or less equel in strength and natural
resources. One thing more, establishing the core of streng+h
by comparison dissipates rather than intezrate peoples of

pelitical communities.
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It should also be clarified that the Philippines

h]

and Th

aQ

1lond under SZATO or ASA are not security-conmuni-
ties of the pluralistic type by themselves. It only means
that the regional organizations are. Hence, it is Thailand

Q™A m

vigs-a-vis the rest of the menbens:, of SIATO or ASA., The

same case applies to the Philippines.

At most, the present writer wishes to come out cate-
gorically with regienaglsCo-operation as the practical ration-
ale behind the need' for expancding the already excellent
relations between Thailand aanc the Philippines. It 1is more
flexible end will regquire relatively lesser time than in-
tegration. Integration is guite rigid in form and will take
consicderable time. Ib is tc be admitted, however, that it
is a step ITurther than regional co-operation.

For the latter part of This chastery we shall concern
ourselves with regional co-operation, as the broad goal Ffor
developing, enriching and enlarging the area of political
co-operation Between the Thaig and the Filipinos.

Regional co~operation is an inescapable_ phenomenon.
In the fdrst placey it is dedicated by|reason of "necessity.
No stete can now survive without having to colleborate with

the rest of the members of the international comunity. In-

cr

erd=pendence is becoming more and more inevitable and cm-

bedded in the political life of states. In the second placec,
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it is the only stable basis for world place and the founca-
tion of progress and advancement of a <rou» of peoples.

Micreover, regional co-oneration is a wust because
the fate of the nations composing a region is linked and
shall be decided by the same circumstances of time and place.
The question of survival poses the greatest challenge to
regional co-operation.

Probably, there rwemains conly cne cuestion to be ans-
wered by this thesis-#How mav the almost perfect and genuine
co-operation between the Philippines cnd Thailand be still

enlargec? recommendafions and suggestions to enlarge the

)

(
Fy

area of co-opcration ghall be made in the following broad
lines:

1. Political. Political co-operation may be better
achieved through the framework oif bilateral agreements.
Since the Treaty wef I'riendship stipulated.the conclusion of
a consular convention, a treaty ol commerce and navigation

ER

and a treaty of extradition and wherees,. as yet no treaty
has been concluded "on these Tields, 1t is'hish time that
somethings heydene, about~this., There~1s ne  more, effective
instrument to hold two states Together than legal obliga-
tions created in a treaty.

The Presicdent of the Philippines should return the

state visit of their Majesties, King Bhumipol and Queen
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Sirikit as soon as possible. This will strengthen and
mutually cement the friendly ties betwcen the Philippines
and Thailand,

Greater mobility cof persons and gjoods acrogss thneir
territorial boundaries should be explored. Probably, it
can be done by removing administrasive and politicel rigi-
dity presently involved.

2. Economice®™ THesproblcem of cormon export cormodi-

A

ties should be gradualdyssolved by diversification and

specialization,
Slow liberalization of import restrictions coentributes
to bigger importationms only «if foreign exchange resources
are adeguately availabley  Shortages of resources of foreign
exchanze may be remediec by establishing a bartes arrangenent
explore wider marleétsfor intrarcgionad-trade., This is
recommended only after a minimum amount o0f bilateral trade
has been achieved.
For the meantime, Thailand should explorec the possi-~
bility of permitting Filipimo entrepreneurial technology
to come in while, it proyvides At wWith .capital.

3. Socio-Cultural. To make any projects successful
Yy P ’

it is better to get as much people as possible involved in
said undertakings. This mey be accomplished by breaking

down cultural and language barriers.,
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Some specific recommendations may be that of setting-
up inJormation centers within the {ramework of their respec-
tive embassies; emphasizing studies on Southeast Asia in
the university level, exchange of lecture-culture professors

and encoureging more culturali missions to tour without much

Finally, 1let h--—=ﬂ @eiterete that rela-

tions between Thail( Phil3 —%s are almost pericct

in the sense that ©

cumbersomeness,

misunderstanding

between then.
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