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LEGEND / MANYOUSHU / YAMATO MONOGATARI

WANATSANAN SOOKTHON: THE TECHNIQUES USED IN CREATING THE NOH
PLAYS MOTOMEZUKA, UNEME AND MITSUYAMA. ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.

SIRIMONPORN SURIYAWONGPAISAL,Ph.D., 192 pp.

This thesis aims at studying the techniques used in creating the Noh plays: Motomezuka,
Uneme and Mitsuyama by comparing the stories and ideas of those legends. It also studies the devices

used in implicitly guiding the audiences to the mood in these plays.

The study finds that three techniques are used in common which are: 1. Adaptation and
addition of the original legends while maintaining their way of thinking, 2. Creation of the new story,
which is not associated with the original legends, to bind with the story of the original ones, and 3.
Elimination of the unnecessary or unwanted parts of the legends which are not associated with the

themes or ideas of the plays. These techniques are used to emphasize various Buddhist beliefs in the

plays.

Furthermore, the first act of all the three plays consists of some elements to implicitly guide
the audiences to the stories in the second act. For example, the names or images of the characters in
the first act imply the characters’ wrath and sufferings in the second act, allusion of legends in order
to indicate that the protagonist will be released from earthly desires, etc. These elements are important

in order to tie the whole play together and to represent its unity.
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