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ABSTRACT

The "idea of progress” and a belief in "the better world" are
now widely accepted by social scientists and "modern man"” alike. As a
matter of fact, all of the problems of change are now being reexamined in
terms of some concepts of development and modernization. Therefore, the
study of political development in the sub-district of Pato, Province of
Chumporn is one of such examples,

As far as modernization is concerned, the opening of Langsuan-
Ranong Highway in 1973, and especially the proposed construction of Pato
Dam Project in 1974, marked the beginning of modern way of life and modern
political style for the Pato villagers. Therefore, the main purpose of
this research paper is to study the impact of modernization and its rela-
tionship to political activities on the Pato villagers following the
proposed dam construction project.

By using varieties of documents, theorctical concepts, field
observations, random sampling data, and statistical techniques, the

rescarcher analytically concludes the findings that, the receptivity and



Ve

adaptability of the Pato villagers to modernization are at the middle
level which is at the same level of their political activities.

In the final conclusion, the researcher cautiously suggests that
in order to reduce the hostility of Pato villagers to the Dam Construction
Project, the Government should set up a committee, consisted of both
officials and villagers concerned. By giving the villagers a chance to
participate in the issue which would affect their way of life, the
Government would benefit by learning more of the problems which would,
therefore, be in a position to mobilize more popular support. Popular
political participation will, accordingly, conform to the Government's
National Development Program and will inevitably be helpful in an attempt
to prevent Communist infiltration of the southern provinces of Thailand

especially in the Surathani area.
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