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The study on Politics of Sustainable Development: A Case Study of Chiang
Khong District, Chiang Rai Province is a qualitative research. The objectives are to
describe the characteristics of civil society and their roles in driving sustainable
development, and to analyze local sustainable development discourse in Chiang
Khong District. The findings from the study reveal that as Chiang Khong District is
becoming the area promoted for border trade, certain changes in many issues take
place in the community. There are problems of unequal accessibility to natural
resources, unexpected changes in way of life and local culture, agricultural land
grabbing for industrial projects. Those problems lead to the formation of local civil
society network to deal with the problems. The Chiang Khong civil society network
creates sustainable development discourse as ‘One City, Two Modes’ in which local
development is based on the local participation and the protection of local
identities. The major roles of the civil society in promoting sustainable development
are, namely, (1) organize public forum, (2) establish the use of local knowledge, (3)
promote cultural activities, and (4) campaign through mass media. Local civil society
network manages to raise their development agenda concretely as a part of local

development strategy adopted by the district authority.
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