It is in vain that T try to give a notlon

of the iptensity with whioh he pierced to

the hoart of life, and the breadth of

vicion with which he compapced the vholo
world, and tried for the respon of things
and then left trying. Emerson, lorgfallow,
Lowell, Holmes ~= I kunow them all and =11

the regst of our sapges, poets, seers, critlcs,

humrizsts; they were like ope encther ond ;{ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁg: 
like other literary men; but Clemens vas _sfyxiﬁjﬂﬁﬁ,'

gole, ihcomparable, the Lincoln of our RN
literaturec. =~ From "My Mark Twein," by eer 4
Williar .Dern Hovells. s

CHAPTER I TMTEOLTCTION

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, better ¥mown by his pen nene
Mork Twailn, wee borm in the village of Florida, Miesouri, on
Hovember 30, 1835, _He vma the third scn and the fifth chlild
0f John Mnrshall and Jane (Lnompton} Clemems., The father wme
a lowyer of Virginian birth and the mother was a Kentuckian.
In 1839, the family moved to Hannibal on the Mississippi.
Here Clanens grew up and gpent his chlildhood, John Clemens
died in 1847, leaving his family 111 provided for. Thus
Clemens, at the aga of twelve, was forced to leave egchool to
en n sMall amount of maney to helyp aupport the famlly, Orlon,
the oldest gon, wasg a journeyman printer in 5t. loulas, Bam was
apprenticed to the scms trads in Josepk P. Ament's shop in
Honnibai. He later joined hlis brother in efforts to edit
newapsperey first in Hanndbel, then in Muecatine and Eecohuk,
Iowa, He became an expert printer, Batweon 1853 and 1857, he
visited S5t. Louis, New York, Philadelphin and Washlngton,

cupporting himcelf by hic trade. In 1856, he made plang to go to



Enuthfﬂmerica to seek his fortuns but got only as far as Cincinnnti,
Tho next year, on the way tc New Orleans, Clemenc apprenticed himpolf
tc Horsce Bixby os m river pllot:. He wac licensed two ¥Yecars later
and continuod in that profossion until the Civil War closed the river.
Clemons tms obliged $o look for another occupstion, In 1861, he
served briefly in the Marion Rangers, & militias compony which dicbanded
before beinr avorn into the Confedercte Army. Tbhen Clemenc went ukst
with hin brother Ordon, who hzd been sppointed Terrdteoriel Socretzry
of Mevada, During that year he contributed come humorouc ckits to
the "Perritorinl Enterprice” of Virginis City, and in aupuct 1862,
waz invited te jolm the staff. Euekingf; mood pen nsme, ke choega a
river term "mark twaln" (meaning two fathoms deep).

In May 1864, & quarrel with a rival Jourmalist, whom he
éhullungsd to o dusl, forgced Clemens to flee to Som Fraopcipeo. For
the next two yeors he worked for warloue Califosrnis pepsrs. Early
in 1866, Clemens was sent by the Sacremento "Uodon" to the Sandwlch
Izlands (H&waii} on o roving commipsion to write a serles ol letters
about whatever interssted him. Their popularity encouraged him to
try a humoreus lecture on his experiences. First delivered in San
Frpncigco with huge success,; the lecture was repested on a thres-
month tour, Hig achi€ vement brought a commiesion from the “"Alta
Colifornla" of San Francigeo to do a elmilar cseries about a trip to
Hew York via Niceragua == a commignlon extended later te include o

Moditerronenn tour. Besidee supplylng the material for The Innocontg

Abrond, the tour brought him the friendship of young Charles Longdon
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of FElmira, Hew Tork, vhose sister Olivia he married op Febru-ry 2,
1870. With help from Jervlc Longden; his prosperous fathar;in-luu,
Clemchs boucght an interost in the Buffale "Expreeon,” intendinpg to
galie journs=ldteam hls caroer.

| The venture wnc unhappy, emotiofnlly and fimanciglly. In
1871, after the desth of Jervio Lengden, the fpnily moved te Bertford,
Comnocticut, where Eligha Bligs of the Americen Publinohing Company,
s subgeription firm, had hip office. Therce the Nook Farm group, whlch
ingluded Horrlet Bescher 3tows, Charleg Dudley Worner, and Theodore
Hoolker, furnished congenial compony. In the big house buldlt an
Formington avenue, Clemenc gpent the happiest and most productivae
years of hic 1ife, O©Ollvia bore hin three daughters: Susy, Clara
gnd Jcan,

In 1884, Clemenr founded his owa publishing house, cnd Made

a spectacular success with U, S, Grant's Pergognal Memoir=z, about
the zome time he began investing hesvily ln & type-getting mochine
invented by Jamez W. Palge. The machine was a ¢optly fallure.
The over-expanded publiching house went down in the depresalon of
the 1890°c, and Clemens was bankrupt. Announcing that he would pay
sll debts in full, he undertock a lecture tour mround the world. The
tour wag 2 triumph; within four years all debtg ware paid. Im 1900,
Clemens came home to public honors ond private griele, During hig
tour, Syay hed died on Augmet 18, 1896, Olivia, his wife, died June
5, 1904, after a long invelidicm, and Jeen dled in 19%09. This cauced
him great grief; he gradually let go of the world. What he moat

valued wag perhapc the degree ol Dootor of Literature conferred upon



him by Oxford im 1%07. At his houss “Stormfield", in Rddding, Connoc~
tieut, Twoin died gquictly on April 21, 191Q.1

Clepens was a profeseionpl writer for more than four dzcados,
but his literary eminence depends mainly on the work donc botyeen
1874 and 1884, He begam his career as a comle journalict and
gradually strove to take a place among the serious wrlters of filction.
Clemens was uaique smong his contemporarles, the post=Civil War gepcra-
tinﬁ;ainﬁe ho presented the paradox of o humorist oeeling recopnition
as a serlous writer. OF that genernticn of Ameri;an writars, his
liternry achlevement ip the highest among the authors who can be
said tn.represent a broad crogc-eection of the american nation, But
exactly why have we chogen to study Clemens rather than the other
mogt importent noveliste of that day? A brief sketeh of the cother
major ur;turs of Twain'as ganeration 1p in order.

Willilan Dean Bowslla wae distinguished in Americsn history
and literaturs ac the central figure snd leader of American letters
for the quarter ceatury ending in 1900. In sdditlen he wes the moat
influential eritic of his day. In 1871 he beceme the editor-im-chief
of the "Atlsntioc Monthly". He had a remarkable influence on literary
men and women of bis day by recognizing and enoouraing many wrltaears
including Twein, Hapry James, Thomas Bziley Aldrich, Harrdet Beecher
Stowe ond Stephen {ranez, These guthors attributed a large part of
their guccesa to Howells. Later, he taok over the “Editor's Study”
for "Harper's". Through the "study", he introduced ta the American
reading public auweh writers as Tolstoy, Giovanni Verga, Palacio

?aldéﬁ gnd Peraz Gnldopn.



During the late ED'% and 90*'s he bocano innfuasinglr '
concerned with social problems = the meaning of soclalism, the
relations of labor and capltal, snd mora broadly, the mystory of
poverty and of humsn suffering. His novels, bhowever, are pale and
éecnnd4fatc in cahccptian end hnove dated badly. Although he wea one
of the plonecers of Americon litarery reallem, he left out strong omotions
from his writing and showed only the "emiling aspect of 1i1fe', Howelle
iz mainly remembered as a soclal critic, a realist, and the purveyar
and the upholder of truth in fiction. He 1z nelther the best nor
the most tyﬁical Americgn writor of hie nﬂnaratiun.e

Bonry Jomes was a brillipnt novelist amd ecritic who lived
most of his adult 1life io Eurvpe. After 1372 he maintpined virtually
permanent residsnce there, settling in England im 1876 and bacoming
n Britigh subjeect in 1915, BHe produced povels, storiess aznd llterary
criticlam which have won eVer-locreasing c¢ritlcal acclaim. AaAlthough
hiz firgt tales are placed in the Americsn secene, they chow a careful
study of hig primeipal models, Baleac, H-rin;;, George Ellot and
George Sand, HRip later wrks show also the Ilnfluence of other English
and continental writers, notebly Dickens, Flaubert, Maupasssnt, and
Turgenev.

Hic fiction deals almost exclusively with the wenlthy end
yellabtorn in Bunglish and cxpatriate gmerican soclety. He wos an
outelder who detached himself from America and wrote about 1t
objectively. Most of his storien are "international" im theme. They
present the contrast of American and Europeon manhers, He usually

gave hig Americon protagonicte a moral vilctory over the more



cultivated, but glao more corrupt, Europeans. His being 5o detached
znd copmopolitan make him uvneharadteristic of Amerlcan yriters,
Pocause he undercgteod Ameriee too well, the artietlc gropings and
tenciona that lend on extra degree of fascinstion to the critic are
lacking.B

George Wachipgtor Cable was a briiliant coelcol enaly=st cnd
mlscellansous writer, He used eszoya aad publie lectures to urpge the

ause of Hegro rights c-nd of pricon reform. The chief intereat oX
Cable's novels lies in their excellent descriptionsz ef Creole life,
o subject which he may bo p=id to have introduced into literature.
HEis picturec of Negro Life ore equally effectivc, amd hs hendles
dlzlect in a masterly maonner, Novels szet mainly in the South éaun
from hic pen until he was paat 70, But though better conctructed,
they lacked the freshneso and charm snd nlso the force of maral con
wiction of his early work, BHe never found a fictlons) form to embody
hiz idens suceessfully and 1u the iast analysis hig work, embitious
a3 1t was, io of a reglonzl naturs, Coneequently we hove zlso
passed over Cable in selecting the topic of this theain,

During the poat-Civil War period, the United States was a
country of two mentplities. The Bast with New England aa 1ts center
gtoed for cstablished culiture and refinement, having for 1ta focues
the noticn of ideality, and of elevated and rhetorlcpl dlction. The
Wast, often untamed frontier, reprezented barbariem, crudity,
vulparity an@ usrcfined impulses orlginating im eveoryday experience,
at any rate as imasined in tbe populsr mind, and wrotes its books

in eollogquigl syeech with common-place 1mpzes., It wae the vulgar



world of the notura® mon. The writers from the Ecst were accepted by
the reading vublic a=m cetoblichad writers, whereas tho Weeterners were
looked doun on ms’ being comie, crude, unrefined snd vulgar. Howover,
sfter the Civil YWer for tho first time impeortent writers sprong up from
11l partn af the country. Among them wes Mark Twain, mhﬁse crentual
rocopnition by the literzry world marked the bepdondngy of a new era

in 1i terature,

#Mork Twain wmn the new volce coming aut of tho Went, its most
importent gpokeanan. He& was proud of himself ss a practlcgl, hopeful,
vital, coorce man from the real henrt of America. Bin zpeech delivered
ot g dinrer Aven by the publizhars of the "Atlcntie Monthly" to
commemerate Whittlar'n geventieth birthday mnrked oymbolianlly the
odvent of tho new eran le American literature end the pasesing of the
0ld order. It caused a greet cenaction apd hostile criticiom. Twadn
made ¢ cruel attack, vhetber or not ¥mowingly, on three represent:tive
iterery gimnts a_f Hey Englond, men who were almoat public dnstitutiones:
longfellow, Ewerzon and Holmas, Tha speech was gonsldered antirely
out-ofeplace cince it was in bad taste end lncked reverence for these
¢ld, vensergbla, actablished fipurep. Twadn's perhaps innocent daesire
to erliver the party by anecdectslly bringing these poets who were
usel to aixing 1n s refined soclety into relatloneg wlth whighky,
carde and bowis=-knives, including his misquotatlons from the writing
of the poets, certainly eculd be undsrataod as sevoring of disrespect
and ingult, Twain's deceription of three truspsa posing as the

illustrious gentlemen mado the widters seem ridiculous:
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Mr. Emerson vwas a soedy littlo bit of
a c¢hap, redebeadod. Mr. Holmes vacs as
flat ac a bolloony he welghed as muob
ap three hundred, and had double chings
all the way dounm %o hie ptomach, Mr.
Longfellow was bullt like n price-
fighter. Eis head wma croppad and
brintly, like aaEif he had a wig made
of hair-brughen.

The Whittiler Day addrosa wan 8 challange of the msw literary
reneration to the old., Twaln's volce here la the volce of the Went,
proud to be speaking in reugh, collequlsl accents, scornful of the
older writers whom he falt were slevighingly imitating Enpglish
uriterz ond gaorificing & true depleoticn of life 1n tha procesas.
Hovever, Twnmin gometimeg felt embarracsed by his own astatus. He wvas
torn betweon the two mentallties, pride in hi=s western background
nnd & stronpg desire to be congidered a seriouc writar and to be
recpactpble gnd peceapted in the mers refined goclety of the East.

Hie life as well as his works sghow his ambigucus feelings and the
many=-eldedness of hls own pearsonsality. In splte of hls dlsdndn for

the Enct, he maved te Hortford, an sastern literery centar, and tried

to mlx into the scplety there durdng his moat productive years., He

wan elways a popular entsartainer and hls originsgl literary purpesc

was almply to create laughter; yet, he longed to ba accepted as

a zerious writar, He uwms o humosrist with a tragic gsense of 1ife,

Az he was growing old, he becams more pegalmistic, His latest works which
are tbe products of emotions becomes embititerad and humer turned

blgek, His very complaexity, then, parks him out for specicl intsrest.
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Twgein was in the mainstream of tha Ameriocan tradition. He
became one of America's most important volcea duriag the Gllded ige
(1865 =~ 1900) =~ & phrase of hie own invention, I} was an age of
rapid expansion of industry with much aplendor and shininess Rocompanied
yy guch dishoneaty and ¢or?uptiun. America was hﬁsy building the
epuntry, Conssgquantly thers wan liftle time for ert. Mark Twaln wans
8o much 6 part of the America of his day that, in epite of hie hundredn
of pagee of aceclal eriticiem, he could not see 1t as olearly as we
ocan see it today. Twaln, for example, makee fun of the provincial
taate of pecple, yet his own taste was npnot bhetter than thalrs,

Twaln himaelf represdent® America, and in himsell are contelined
all the ambigulties of the culture, For example, Amesrica's attitude
toward Europes hms alwayo been a complicated one, As the Americanas
proudly marched forward, daveloping their oountry, & mervous glance
was caat over their shoulder to sss how their performance was beling
judged in Eurcpe. Twnin ac well e his fellow-cguntrymen hed a deap
peychological awarensse of ¢ultural inferlority to Eurcope. In ordsr
to ease thie feeling, he debunked Europsan culture and art, Ambigucus
feelinge about scientific and material progres2s oan alea be cEesn in
hie workm, Twain heartily asgented to the improvements they brought,
kot he felt unoomfortabls mnd reluptant to glorify ilndustry since 1t
deprivad him of the pamt which he loved. Hia compment on freedom 18
remarkable and is bat 4 further sxample of the contradiction®e he

found in his spooiety which he hmd to attempt to resclwes in hie art,.
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America wus the great lond of fresdom gnd liberty. And Ameriecn hrd
been the land of slavery.

Sinece Twain wag this éompl;cateﬂ flgure, hic insights into
and pttitudes toward America ere -sﬁncially valuable, Wholly a part
of the culture and yeot yeorning for warlds thst were lost or unnttain-
able: This very complexity singles him out for the apeeinl attention
of the student of literature.

The purpose of the thesls iz o careful reading ond erltical
analyeis of Twaln'c wajor works, treasted in chronologlcal order.

Tho expected result is an ability to sharpen and refine the genersl
imape of Mark Twadn, including g better understanding of his works
and his development ae a literary man,

The main attention will ba focuced on the development of
Certain begle choracteriptice and certein baeic themes. The
stylictic characteristics will include the followling:

A. What 1g the relstion in Twaln's works hetween colloquisl
speech and the literary tradition?

2. What devices does Twaln uge to tall hias story?

C. What are the different varletles of humor in Twaln and
what are its different functions?

The themes will includes the following:

Ae What 15 hig view of man and how doee it affect his
vorkes:
B. Why do childhood and innocence play an important

part in hisg work?
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C. In vhat vays 1o Twaln a "realist'? Is this
realisn quaeliflied by pentimentalism?

To a lesaer extent, we will de concerncd with special
problems in Twain seholarchip: |

Ay Whot are his uses and lhnovations of the Scuthwegtern
"tallatgloe"?
B., What 410 hinp vicion of Amerieca?

AfTter o chapter trascing Tweidn'sz liternry sources —- very
important te g study nf bls development -- and a chapter dealing with
hia first lmportant prose writinge,; each chapter will be devoted to
o discussion of one of the mejor works. The coneluding chepter wdll
cumarize the findings in the thegdis, To the thegis wlll be

appended notes and a blbliography.
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