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Eveorything hwicn is pathatic. The ancret
source of Luwagr iitself g pot joy but
sommr. ‘There is no hurmor 1.n heaven.

~- Mark Twain
TiAPTER X LATE WRITINGS

In the 1390'a and the firgt decade ofihe 20th ceatury,
Tvadin suffered a4 ceries of perconal tragedles, the bankruptcy
of his publishins compzrey, ke fallure af_hig n:i.._ltl._ayear ptrugzle
to get the Paige typesetier on the market, the Geath of his most
cherighed daurhter, Sucy, in 1596, ths ﬁaath of hie uire_in.lgoh
and the Inoyledse of a second faughterts fatal disemse. Theae
incidents even intonclfied the docpendny pessimism in his later
wﬂrl:s.lga'n'uring these years, Timin tried unsuccessfully to write,

Puddtohead Wllson, subliched im 1694, markes the dascent toward

final blacknesas Joan of Arg, publinhed in 1596 ddaplaye his

J.B.st desperate offort fo wmrd off the 'blnc.‘u:neua. After thie
attcopt he fell completoly inte the bleckness of lrlmEupiu:i.x::!r probably
tho blackeat of any najor MAlerican writer.

Tymin, for prodouimantly poychological reassfn, Was mever
srccesalirl In reallzing hic docpnaie in fiction. He bad undergone
8 degpair =0 intopso and & sufforing 80 severs thet he becanmc
alpost o brokon waicm. then he trded to grapple with his torment and
convert it imto artinilc orler, ito preasure was just too -:i.mcnsca
Froo Bvmintc last »eriod v hove only fragments and wvarioug
miscelloncous picces, aech ac Mlittle Bepsile Would Aesist Provi.

dence®™ and "letters from the Earth," published only after hilg deuth.iﬂ
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Twain began story after story, only to bresk off unfinishcd, his
.E'Ln.guish taking pathes so tortuous that the stories he atartéd
oould not be finigheds

The 1-E5terioﬁs Stranger 15 ceangidersd the moat important
of the u.nfinish;:d manuscripte, sinee it le the poot nearly
complete Jof the fia@cnts and almaat ths only late plece in
which he E.L;:hjl..n‘.wes.a.n:;r d-;at'achmEﬁt; It precents Twailnls denial of o
meaninzful univerce and asserts crtistleally that not only i‘s
huran freedom an 11lusion but alco excistence Lltself Is 31lusory.
Tha book tras publiched in 1916, zix years after Twadn's death..
Since the manuscruist wac left unfinlshed,dlbert Bigelow Paine,
Talnts literary executor, celccted ans lapt .l_:h.l.pt-ﬂ:l.‘ amonpr scveral

Mwain had writton. Xt woc an excellent - choice, and he published

the bock as The dlysteriocuc Strans EXe
Twain declared to Howells his intention in writing

the hoolk:

Wizt 1 have been vmnting 1a a chance to
wite o book without recerves == A
boolr vhich chiould take account

of no onets feelinzs, and no ona's

rejudices, opinions, hellefa, hopes,
}illusians, delusions; a book whic
should say oy 4y, right ocut of

my heart, in the plalnest langusge

E vithouts a limitation of any 8O0Trtes.

I beldeve I can onke it tell what

I thini of llan, & how he is ¢onstructed,
&: how piatalken he is in his

potinate of his character & powers

& qualitice & hie place among the
aninols.19%



152

This pasnage foretelle the total pagsimism of the

boolt. In faoet, the hnuk is a conbination of obsessive thomes
which by now are guite familine to us. Eimila:ly.tn_&lﬂngggc -
ﬁgcutiibnkee ond St.Joan, the book has a medieval setting,
Auctria in 1580 . Escldor® ic the last vergion of Eannibal
found in Tmints ficiian, Tt ip a paradiss for boys with hilly
rnd wﬂudeﬂ:solituda, a trahquil river_ﬂnd driftins boatsn. However,
Eseldort ic prcjected in a less 1ifelike mannar than Hapnibal,
for it 1s a dreon toim viewed fram the perspective of remote tine:

v+ Austria vmz for from thae world,

and asgleep and our village was in

the niddle of thol ElEEP-.-.It .

droused in poace 1n the deep

Privicys.. and.s.golitude where

ney fron tho wvorld hardly aver

caigp o dlmiurb ite dreams, and
wos infinitely content.l96

It chould @lso be moted thet in German "Egeldori™ meanc "village
of asses ™ The Lanpy Valley hod been long since left hehind.
Again, sinilarly to! fluck Finn, the book is wrdtten in ithe
first-perason throuph the woushpiecce of & boy, Theodor Fischer.
The ﬁnrlﬁ'in Goon 2nd reporicd through the eyes of an:. innocent.
Buf the world he sces now is more territle than Buck'c world cince
the autherts ueniol bolosce ie changed. In.aﬂﬂltion‘ as in Hucl
Finn, the book deals with the problem of conmflicting eodas botween
social convention and natural fecling, the Mconscienca™ and the

heart. Both Buck and Taeodor face the same dilemms, undertcmin to
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dhoose hetueen uhat.ﬁhey.ﬁhihk is right and whq@ ﬂqciety has
tqught them is rizht. ﬁﬁnh retaing hlg gnndngsé. puriﬁ; Eﬁd

. innosence by hia decisiocn to Mgo ta_hgllﬁ"_ﬂﬁgk;é deciainn fa

help Jﬁm.in his_flighﬁlfnﬁ iyéedpm displajnlhiﬁ'rofusnl to

eonfora with society. Bﬁt in the world of Twain's late fictinn,
Theodor doesn't have a chance. Ho reacts to the same problem

in the cpposite WL . Inlthe egisadé i# which the vi11agurs of
Eseldor? murder o suspecued ﬂitqh,'Théudur follows the mob

chasing the wiich more than hnlfAanhauf. At last she is cxzhausted

and falls down ahd 1ls hanged f£rom a tress

They hansed the lady and I threw a

glone at her, although in my heart 1

vns sorry for hor, but all ware

tirowing cioncs cpnd each wea watching his
neizhber, and 1f I had not done as tha
othors Aid it fﬁﬁld have besp mnobticed
and suoiion of.

Thig sceinz cuphaclzes the logs of the natural goodnecs of
the lnneocenat and Dow it i3 accorpliahed. The boy As depleted as
a heiplegn victim of ;uhl;c opinion, & slave to the soeial
anviramiaent. Uniike ﬂﬁnk, Thepdor conforme with woclety for the
galte of zafety and eonfort in nrﬂar_tn pednteln hip scolal standins
in the comriuniiy. Deep-devn in his bheart, Thecdor sharss the eanc
feling az Muels; ke foecls sowry about thrnuing 4 stops at the
unfortunate woman. fﬁﬁ ke hza ao strength encugh to reﬂiﬁt the

PToasura of soclely and etzndg 2lone. And in Twadn'e opininﬁ the
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strictures and nores of socicty are heavy with svil,

Tﬂﬂin;E seli-prejection 1n the novel is Philip Trawm,
wko claime hinsel? to be Satan's nephew. FPhilip reveals Twain
in the gremtest axtent of his nesoimian. He comes to the towm
as a young, handsome siranger with good-will and ready. friend-
linesa to Theodor amd his two fricnds. At firat, the boys are
encnnrniod by hls persuasive snacoh and the fatal wmusie of hics
volcas, He maltes Show forgel overything, drunk with the jor of
being in nds counany. éﬁt piadually tbrough him tha boys coue
to Imou horiidle tainns about 1ife. Pullip's attitude ias

conceriniuous about the stoninsy. Fig diedain of Muman cowardico

azd the nob is revenled in hic lonz epeeck to Theodor, Tho
gpeech is sirilningi;r ainilor to - Colonel Eherburme’s spesch to the

mob sathering in front of hin iaoupe dn Huek Finn twenty-five yeavs

eartiar:

I Imow your race. It is made up of
sheen. It ic ;overned by minorities,
eeldon or nrever by mejoritle=z. It
sunprasses itc feelings end its
beliefs and followa the handfnl
that nales the post noise. Some=-
tines the noisy hondful ie right,
monetires wwonyy, wut no matter, ths
eroird followrn it. The vast majority
¢ tha race, iciher savage or
civllized, ara cecretly kimd-hsarted
2kl slivinic fron inflicing pain, but
in the progseres of the aggrezmlve
anl piftiloco ninerily they don't dare
vo asgert Thencelvegesss I knew that
mnety~nine ouni of a hundred of your
-race werce sbtroarly agalnst the killinoy
ci wiiches vwhen that foolishness wae
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fipst fgitoted by o handiu]l of picus

* loantics in the long agbsis»s And
yet apparcntly everybody hates wiltches
and vmnis then killed. Boms day a handful
will rise up on the other path and make
the most noloces..0nd in a weok all EBE
snesp will vheel and follow RiM....

Rovever, Philinv Travii's scorn of humran gownrdiece is
gtronger than that of the Colonel, for be alaoc attacks the whole

gocinl ptrustire fowmded by this hunan Wesknose:

ticnarcides, arirtocracios, and roli-
gfiono are 211 baged upon that large
defeet in your raeco <+ the individual's
gdigtrust of hio noiglhbor, and bis desdire,
ior snlfety's or couifortts salte, to ctand
well in his neiphborts sye. These
inguitutions will alwvays oppress you,
gifront you, and degrade you, becauge you
(Bl fivers D2 onl rewaln slavas of
rninorities, Tnere v@e hover ‘e sountry
whrere tha rjority of the people were

ia thair secret bheoarts loyal to any

of whess lnatituticong.

The eltonip; epiluode ddsplays the extreme cruclty and
Inhusanity ol man <o uon. Similarly, in A Conyecticut Yankee,
Han®: and the ldng, during their trip arocund the oountry spy a
mob rocing after a suspectod witch. The poor woman is stonad
until che is baivtered and Voody, and then the mobh go to burn
hex 2t the stalie. Ta ihenoe exactly Indeaticsl sltuations, TWwain
show the dponccent peraon cruﬁlly nurdered by sociaty with weaic
human: wito palie up soclety participating with slee or besaune

they are afraid not to.
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In wany a:spec'ta, ';'h'e __I@'_sterinun Stran~er iz a guporior

vork to A& Comnociicut ¥ankce. The comtrolled uce of tho Pirst-

- perscen narrative technique gives Twadn greater complexdty and
/anarrative techmique

more detachment. As we bovo scen,the first-perscn in A Connec-

tigut Yankee had ¢ollapscd vhen Tvadintsg fage got the better of

Mn. From the middle of tho boolk Hapk Morgan ic directly voiging

the author's ide=a and pezsinimm. Lacking detachment . the bodlt ic

}
destroyed by tho violent, uncontrolled anger garnished with
pentinentalime. Bﬁt in Zho ﬁiateriouz Etrggga; Tvad= to & lorce
extent sueceeds in telling his story through the cyes of Theodor.

Phllipn Trauvm, Tmin's self-projootion, can be intereat-
ingly coapared with Stephencon, the man who corrupted Hadleyburr.
Both come to tenm in ouch the same way, both are mysterlous
atrangero who are not port of the commundty. Philip Trauwm comes Lo
"eavo mankingd in a vy that shous the utter corruption of man.
His functionr ig to help won view the bittar truths of huoan life.
The outsider Stephenson teaches a hard lesson in how easlly
corruptible men are. But Philin Treum'a legsmens Are evan more
terrible, baring not onmly the truth about man's weaknesos but also
the inflexdble laws of a deterlnistic universe that, fimally,
doecn't cven exlst. Fhilip Traun ip Stephenson with & metaphysical
dinension.

Philip ohows Eiknlaun ond Eeppi_n-hintnry of the progroso
of the human race by presenting them a wigien of Calp murdering

Abel, followed by endless ceries of wars, murdsrs » 8nd mapeacros
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of Hebrew, Egyptliens, Greelis and Bomans. He ther ironieally

adds with 2 secornful laugh:

It 15 a reaarkable prograsa. In

Tfive or gix theucand yearo five

or 8ix high civilizaticona hava

risen, flowrished, commanded the

wonder of the vorld, than faded out

ond disappoared ..« only the Christian
civilizatlon haz s¢ored & triumph to

ve proud of. Two or thres canturias

from pow it will be recognized that )
all the cecnpetent killers ars Christlaness
then the vagon world will po to aahool
to the Christian not thEEQuiré'hia
religion, but his guUnEY s+ We =zaw
ehrigtianiiy and Civillzation march

hiand in hapgd through thoses ages,leaving
famine and Eﬁfth and deaclaticon in

tholr wmalic,

Fhilip nalieo clear £ the beys that the result of the

202
endless cyele of claughter is mothing but ™dull nongsnse.® Cnly

the wonarchs and nobilities have received dny prefit from it.
Fhilip cmphagizes thiat the cause of hiatoricsl svils end human
corruption is, in fact, a quality inherited from Adem, Call it
Muman nature™ if you wish, but 1t ¢cam bs sesn as & vereiom of

the orijinal sin of orthodox Gﬁlvinism- Thuis, mankind is blighted
with innate wiclicdnesc. However, Philip alsc points cut that human
evils arc inspired by thce lHoral Sense ~- a veralon of Huck'a
eomsiclence' == vhich cnables wman to distinguish gaoé?::gi.'Because
of the lloral Schase, nan is norked apart from the animals. Aninals

live by naturrl inztipet.; thoy have no power to percelve Eﬂﬂé
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mad ovil. For them ﬁnc& and eril da paot exist, and thorefore
nnlmala do not meed to face moral dilammas- But it ig. different
with pan. Be posecses o clear kaowledge of good and ovil. Yet,
he hns a tendehcy to choose evil. Thue he in mot nnly more
unfu:tunata:than amimsls but ﬁinkad toos To cuplain this pdint?

Philip showa Theodor a heretie belng tortured to death. The
sﬁéctacle 15 reporied thyough the boy's eyes:

-

4 younr ran loy hound, and
Satan eaid he yms suspected of
being o keretic, and the sxecu-~
tioners were about to inguire
into it. Yhoy agked the man

i¢ confess to the charge, and
he soid ho could not, for it
s Bt True. Then they drove
gplinter after splinter under
his 3:334, and he shrieked with

the pain. Gaton was not di-turh-d
bt I could pet ondure i%, amd hld
Lo boe vhidizad ont of therse.

Philip objects to Theodor's cmlling guch treatment

"brutal,“zﬂqsince the Inigher byutes mre incepable of guch arually.

Cruelty andd brutality are husan thingas onlys:

¥o brute over doco a cruel. thing --

that is the nopopoly of those with

the Heral Scnege. When a brute

inflicts pain he does.it innocentlys

1t 15 pot wronr; for him thera is no
such thing as & vrong. And he does not
inslict paln for the pleacure of
inflicting it -- only man dees that.
Inzpired by that mongrel. Horal Seanse

@f Nises+. And yect he 1p such an unreasccnins
c¢reaiurg tant he 15 not able to perceive
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Lhut the HD“EI Sensc ﬂeﬂradﬁa him :
. to the bottam laycr of amimated . 205
hclhuﬂ and iz a shamgful pogaesgﬂan.

Such 1s Twmln'ﬂ ccnceptlon of hunan hiatory. Tha

pecsciuisn 1s of coursa total, Gnly 1n animals ‘'does.he pow find
vatural goodnﬂss becauss only andunls are innncant- However, the
torture of & heretlc 1le still trifling when oompared tn the fodory
eyoters of modorn timos. ”hendur is shnﬂn a Frennh faotary in waich
the vorkers aro forcod to work ifourieen hours B day. !hﬁy'have to
walk thrnugh;mud, slush, roin, snow and sioﬁa n&éh day to go to %hﬂ
factaryr. fﬁt, their cupleyorsc pay them sma;l wagan, only enouzh just
fto keep them frou droppln; cdead with ﬁun&er-?zoﬁihnuc workers have
to suffer for years till they dic, whercaesn the suffering of the
heretle is sharter and after his death, he 4is free from the hunan
racc. Pmilip thon concludes that it ip the Moral Bemams which %enclies
the factory proprictors the difference batuean right and wroeng and
they misuse fthe ﬁor_l Sence and choose the. Hrnng Thue, the hunan
race is illogleel, unrcagonding and even fnoliah. The diract attpel:
on technology igvolved reveals the author's diastrust of ecientific
advancaient. In his lost boal: Tvadinte ﬁisiruqt of tha =ccinl

dangers of mechanical nresrocs 1o ne longer qualified by his faith

in itg advances ac it vas in 4 Connectigut Tankes. Tha heretic and

the factory workers renrezont the helpless who are ill-treated LY
eoclety. They are kelplecs vicktins who are cursed to be bora into
the hunnan races

amcd

hmintc criticicn of manﬁsnciety ia thematleally only on
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extrerie version of the fonilinr theme of his later worka. But

it should be pninté& out tﬁere ismunma”axﬁaliéﬁt ﬁfiting.ih-hhﬂ
boolc. Tﬁe'ﬂpisaﬁe ﬁf Pailip's oreation of little men qut_of clay
and - then jadiffercnily crushing.the life out of thom with hia
fingers is blaegk gymbollen of the futility ﬁf huaan 3 fe. Philip
hriass these Tloy credtures Lo lifp jHEt fq; thn:aﬁusemgnt af
the boys. Wmen itye of the 2ittle men quarrel and boxlm to fight
cns ancther, bho sffortlessly dootroys tham und later tTheir

weepding wives, os if facy wsre insecto:

s+es Then he recaclhed out and toole tho
beawy bosxd acoi ous of our swing and
troozht it doum Rl and meehed all these
pecple dluteo theo carth. just aa it thoy.
had beon flicsese we wWera g0 ahocked and
grieved 2% tie venton | murder he had
copmalited.. . . Ee vent rdght om tnésang
Jusl as AT noathing had happened.

Philin's destruciion of the tiny oreatures he has created
can ptand for the author's attliude townrd humaniiy. He refusec
to find any neaning or torih in wan apnd soclety, To him, 1ifc lacks
ehduring value and goednecs and all he can find 1p futility

The ctoning epicose reveals the firat level of Twmin's
peccinisa. Socloty 1 corruytcﬁ cince there is evil in mankind
anad mon 1o endowed with looeteo sreakneas qu cowardlce to conquer
evil. !Et as the beal roes on, the author 1s noving townrd an even
deeper pescinlion in the statemnent of hip theory of fatalimm and

dotoermdnicn throvgl Pidilin®s apoech, Man han e fraecdon since he 1s

-
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'i;prispnedzin the chain of events frim hdm nhildhnuﬂur Phi;ip
gxplainz te tho boys that in. fact pan is o belpless viotin of
circunstance and enwironment. The first act of the chila
dcteralnen the chntire fate of hig life. One minute's obange in
the course of the prranged events can change the entire remainder
of hieg 1ifee Secen in thic 1ight! meral dilemmas ars hardly
imnortant, ﬁan haos ne Iree-will to choome or to aot according to
bis hecart anyuay; everything i arranged for him. Man 15 reduccd
.tu pioply & machine working according to its maqhanical Eyston.
The theory shous & soharp conitrast to Euck's uniqus mental freodom.
Huclc poceesses froc=till and con react mpgainat soclal oconventikon.

To fuck, the moral dilempa is the most pecessary and important
thinz for it ascurcc the cxistence of human natural goodhess and

frecdou.

Therelove, the ctonming cpiceds can be more thorouchly
explaincd. Theodor throws @ ctone at ths suspeacted hergtle for
8 Nore cUEpreiensive reason cince the act 1g absolutely prede=-
termined and inevitable. Tieodor, as well as his other neighbors,
ic a helpleas vletln ef fate. Ho hag no frees will to nut_aunurding
to his bLeoxt. ﬂﬁch iz froe to choose what his heart ecmmands. OF
course lepically ocpealiiing, Tvmin cantt have 1t hoth wayso. IT
everybhing is predeternined anyway, Theoderts moral dilerma ic
cencclled out and ahibelutcly weaninnliess. 4nd 1f in addition, ac
-we shnll see,life is a drcan, then even the fataliam does not

matier, dow can it Le causce for codcern that man does not bave free

willl if mag and the worlé dopf 't exiet? And yet, for all tho profound
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logical incenaistencics at its core, ths book ism matipfying and
the blecknese ie convincing. It io ae Af Twain's demspair werc
g0 vast ond rich ond all-en;ﬂm;aésing that it has spllled cover
dnto oll the wvarietiez pf pessioicm it gcould find. .

As a vhole, Philip does not put blame for human evil on

manlcind, but he pointz out that the fault lies Ain God's ereation:

God wthe esourld malie good children

ec eooily as bed, yet preferrad to maks
bad ones; who gould have made evaery one

o0& them happy. yet nover made a. mingle

one; who mads thes prige their bitter

life, yet stingdly cut it short; who gave
hig angels eoteynal happizess unparned, yet
required his ether children to earm it; who
Gave is angels nainlees llife, yet his other
childen vith hitinﬁ Mlgeries and maladles
of mind and body,20

Thug, God iz accusec of injustice in his work of creation.
Man iz alwayc dooticd to meet suifering., Philip also showes the
boys that in fact long life ia nothing but a auffering of nmicery,
hunitor and  poverty. Only death and madnese are the relaaga fran

thie ferrible lifeo:

Are you so unobzervant as not to
hove found out that sanlty and
happiness are an impopalble aom-
bination? No conec nan ean be
hapzy, Jor o hin 1ife ig gund and
he gees vhat a fearful thing it
i+ Cnly the pad can be happFeses
Tha .'fers that inagine thagaglvea

fapns ond pods are happys
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Thuc, wawy times Satan hoips these poor human beinga by killiwng
them or malfing lunztics out of them. Death im preferabls to a
14::-11{; lif&d.

Rovever, cven the theory of determinlsm’ and the bitter
destiny of man do aot wocier uhen'nathingfaxisfa;-Tuainta
proclamation of the nonexisience of God, the universs and
reallity puts an cnd £o every consideration and problem. This is
the flen) degree of The awithor's extreme pessinlem. Llfe is
a dreaml. We l1ive fyom cradle tﬁ grave ln miser#, but even thco.
misory is but povt of the botal illusdon that is "l1ifa itself.
The beck cads with o closing paragraph of relentless and alterable
degpair:

It ig true, that vhich I have

rovealed o you; there is no Goad,

ne wniverse, OO0 Juoan raca, no

carthly life, nc hoaven, no hsll,

It ip all a2 dreop =- A grotesque and

foolish drocons. Nothing exlgts but you

And you ore but a thought =-- a vagrant

thourht, & uscless thought, a hemalape

thought uunderingEIBrlarn among the

winty cterntiies.
The passage reveals the author's unconacious deslre to escape
the shock apd disillusiomuent of 1ife. And the culy way to . eace
hip troublod wind iy to deny all of creatlon and sxlatenos.

Philin's poveriiul oand pereumslve. diseourees reveal the
author's pegoimics ut itc greatest depth. Philip 1s a character
of godlike siature. He hos & complete underatanding of mankind,

He i5 entircly dotached from bhuman sxperisfce mnd ases man from
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-motophysical heightic:

I o not limited like you. .

I == no% subject 0o hudan
gonditioant. I can nsasure and
LnLcrutana yous hunsn wealktnesses,
for ¥ hawe ctudied ther but I

have none of them. My Siish is not
~reidessal am B Fpirit.

With such detmchment, he ohous hig :Dnﬂampt and indifference

towvards wonizdnd:

Man 33 nade of dixt -- I paw hia
made. I o act azde of dfrt. Man
in & ponoenl of (iocasos, a homo of
Iwmrities; hs cames today and ie
hoas tcao=lot; he bezins it
end donoaris 45 GLUlRClssss

- - ]

Taec audiaor's ddentifdcarion wdih such a figufe eymbolizes his dacire
to retlve hioeself oo tas ﬂumau race« The preponderance of inazes
of Filili sad digense =izyors the increﬁsing fragility of Twain*s
mental - ba) ance.

Az & whole, the book is successful apd has greaht clavdiy.
Tone nnd plot arc ia j0of conizrol. The tragedy of bunan destiny is
presentod in a conwinein; end avvistie way and life meems suspendod
in ar icy stillness. Timin soucily oamapes to ﬁaintain bip detachasnt
through the asuthpicse ¢f ke Loy-narrator. Thecodor is the renreson-
totive of e Ruaman roce vith i%s weaknoeeses and féailties._ Yelt, ac
an inwoccat dad incimierickced Loy, he is carried auay'hj fhilip*s

powveriul, wersuasive exprossion. de is ashsmed of Batan’s revelzticn
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of hiaan weaknessas. At the sane time he is dorrified ab Philip's

cruel destruction of the little poen he creaated. Thaedor iz mads

uneasy by Fiiilip?s procladation of the nonexdstence of the world,

God and

reality. Failin should be a marvelous genia yorking

wvonderiul oiracles, dut all Fhilip does is bring Theodor preat

unhapoiness, Pallin scys be conies bringing good, but in the werld

of Ttrain'z late wiziom this "good" can enly take tho form of

praveniiag lives of long cudfering by killing aone of Theodor's

younys ifriends apnd of driving the Kiznd Father Peter Znsane, thus

graniing hic: the only cowdlete hapnloess aveilsble in the world,

Theodor

cenpot like Philin, and yet in the end he wust agree that

his words are truc:

L]

Ze vanishel zald ledt ue appalled,
for gy, opod roaliged, t
Il he Lad 221l ;o Truao.

u

That cueh cgpeocnuzat gozas Trow one of Twain's 11lttle boye, one of
hic reacalisrdes 58 pzoivesl codiess, shows the extent of the
toi‘Lc-.; o oushsr volomiaat.
Frmdn's doudi ¥ reclity ond his toying with the fdez that
Y
life iz o dugor I 211 empreseion in another of Wiz #most  inte-
restic latz foo-—rents, " Graoant D " 3 4 * nol
goedn’ late o ants, Whao (3=} ark.® written in October, 1654,
The vericus ddont Tkhot :xclie up the story troubled Tyadn almost

ebEossivaly fov wws years. The thores and situstions that ara put
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into thics story ave vhe confusion of dream and reality, the briof
a_.-::tudl duration of dregus thol way égel to last for ma.l'n.y.;.r_cars,
apd the fale of o sbhin's coupnyy loet for ycars in the stoyas of
Anterciic Seroacco --an aren of everlastlng geles and choystorns.
Bafore writing thic ctery. Twvmln bagen whiting two qther stoxioc
which contzdn oindilar eleowients that he finelly put into "The Great
Da.rk_.“- The firot ome tac "An Adventure in Remote Seas=,™ dealing
withl a sealing ship helding o vaszt treasure driven fer inte the
Antorciic by long-contimdng storns. Apother story 1a "Ihe Enchanted
Jea=tHl derflesa," vidicl: rolotos the story of a palles whé had once
becr caught in the ctermal sterns, These two stbries woro left
wnfinished, Hﬁithcr of thow s eld as n dreanm. Emre*:rer, he also
wrote ot the game tine o ghery dealing with ths ‘confusicn of dreai
and reality entifled "fuich Was the Dream?™ Th:l.a manuseript was

o
algo abandonec uafinisied. 214 I% is likely that Twain d.ave].nped

*The Grc::u Darik from thase abondoned manuﬁcripts. _ '

Iho cicwy is iz tereible creation of an unhappy m.tu;'
.turtuxcd inazinotion cnd 4is iﬁ nrafected as a worsk of :Lmagiﬁa‘nle
-mlphtunres. e story io about a horrifying gea jnurne__f, In tha
story, MenrpyEdvards hac o brlof dreem for a faw seconds or a few
mihutess In the doeon, he @gincn himsili} hisg bul-_ansing.s and th; |
surroundings reduccd o mleroscopic objeets. The passengers and
the boat they coil om arc oo meall that even a drop of water becancc

the ocean im which his boat salls alongs Thise voyare takes him to

& place of cverlestia; dorimess and otorm. He gompletely succumbs
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o LMin’p drean of the hlmd voyage EEEL‘EI'EE ¢ru:|.u:mg in a drop
ol 1@1;&:‘-_- " Upon wvmidng ;rc&u 1&, he canes tn:t douht 'I:he cﬂstance

of I‘cﬂ.l_l_ ¥ angd wonders if bhis dre::m ie perha.ps tha real:.t-_-,rl

Bo 1litktle a tinc beforey T know that
thls voyase v 2 Greaum, and pothing
gores a uwec little puff or two of
goubt had bHlown against that certainty, .,
When 2 caie to conszider 1t, these ten
ders had been poch intense reslitles.

== 5o intence that by comparison the
life 1 had lived belore then seeled
disizant, indistinct, slipping awey and
fading out in & Jar peropectiveeeel

grow steadily wore nnd more nervous and
wncgitfontnbhle == and £ 1little frighteoned,
thousk I wuould not guite ackonowledes
thiz to uygelf,2l2

Dvon hip ¢fife Alice, ulic hag & sharp intundtion, cames to
lose poniidence in her acnery. Wien Henry trdes to ramiind her of
the past, their Buropozn irin (chades of The Innogentg Abroadi)

.Ehe is cnbarrapced and thints the pagt is & dreams

Tou have pul i inte your Jand-
drecans a 4housand | {ines, but
1 ¢lan'c z2lunyo now 1 .was therm;
go bou couléd I rcoember 4it? Also
I lbave p»ut you inte ny land~dreams

a theusand tives vhen you didnt't
1-_no.; 1% == SA¢ Yie notural repult
1o that vien I nome the clrcumatances
yor Confi 2limge recpll themass.l
con't Imow wiys i hag surprised ms

anl puezicel TG v

In fact, tivio blind voyaze leads tham nowhare. Even thoe

captaln of the chin deec not lnow whers tha ship ip and what
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thedestination of the trip is. It scens lika the pascengers are
iz a haunted ship in a gtorny sca sailing to nnwhere; O0f éourac
the trip symbolizes the futility of lifa. The author can find
ne meaning im life, To bin it 15 thilg blind terrible journey.
The second bock relates the voyage aftar the birth of
Henry'e youngzeet som, ﬁarry. Durinz thepe years iof dream and
sseming reality, they have . had nany horrdbls experiences
Inacluding the pursvdi of & treasure=shlp, The Two Dar 8, walch
carries off Henry'sc youngest son Harry and laoy, daughter of the
captain of ¢he ghip, and tho confrontation of the tarrible beasts
guarning. in the Gia?e ond ettaclilng tha sghip, Twain'g opprassive
' vicion of evil attajne terrible new dimenslionk in the last years

of gorrov and mental lnoitooility:

ses all of a gudden that creature plunged

up cut of the soo tho way a porpolme does,
not o hundred yords awny -- I sew twe hun-
drocd omd Tifsy feoet of him and his fringes
~~ gnd then hoe turned 1o the adr like n
triunphnl arch, chedding a Hlagara of water,
and plunsoed head fipst under the sea wlth

an ayful mesh of cound... about dawn,

{a pSCeaAger car) a creaturs shzped llke a
wood louse ond as bls as & turreted mopitor,
o racimy by ond tcaring up the foam, in
chkase of o iat aninmal the gize of an elsphant
apd creased liltc a caterpillar... I was like
the nmost of the cravwr, helplesas with fright:
but tlhe captain ond the officers kept their
wlts and courase. The Gatlings on the
starboard olde could aokt be used , but the
four on the port oide were brought to bear,
apd ingide of a winute they had poured more
than tyo thoucand bulleta....That blinded the
creaturc.., and he let go; and by squirting a
violont llingara of wmter cut of his mouth
thich tozs tho sea inte a tempent of fomm he
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chot hingelf bock-itmrd three huadred yurds

apnd the chip forvard ae far, drownlns the

declz with o raeing flood whiech =wept many 217
¢f the mopn oif their feet ond erippled pomMde.ss

After thic dreadful fight, the o¢rcatures are diiyaq_ufr. The story
ends with the erugl deathe of the membérs of the fomily. Harry and
luey die of ptarvation aboard ..5'-."1;3 Dvo Darlingss.  The orew pet drunk
and have a guarzrel dusing which come are kllled. & ptray chet hits
Jeooic, ﬁﬁnry's oldcsi child, and she dies. Hig wife Alice is
gqtti:g.uld gnd failinr fesi, ker hnlr white and her face old with
troubles Two days laltesr she and her other daughter, Besmie, dic.
The capéain elso Sdes of gpried since hie daughter Lucy bas met a
terrible death., OColy Menry io lolt sa an a:l.ld man, bitter and

. lenesomic wilth hic ﬂbaru slave Ueopmel -

ass 9ll arc Gead but Georgs and ﬁ&xa
anc we are sitting with our desd.

Thir pad eadiny relflecis the tragadies in Iuain'a own
fomily., In bis leter years, Tvmin was left as a broken old
man -writh nglit;dc after the death of his wife and two daughters.
Eﬁchfprivate celomdtiez were too much for Twadn to bemr. He
bhad a nonrational but intoncc suilty feeling that he was the
cauae of the deaths of his fardily. It is obvioua why Tﬂﬁin
could mot findch the story, cince it im bardly & fictiocn. He hod
no cnntrﬁlﬂuérthe wateriel. The book was writtan-from the sad

unconzeloun fantacles of desneir and bitter dislllusiomment. Tho
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cmotion igs too giroug to bamr.

His nareative ﬂclf-prajectiﬂn. Henry Emﬂ-ﬁg ig quite
diffe;'ent frau his i;::tlmt_‘ seli;epfnjectinm, Gul-’:mé;]. Bherburne,

Hz_mJ: :.n “he sccond half of LL_ Mu_t% Pudd*nhond Wilson,
Stephcenson anﬁ-fhilig; Eﬁese chafagtera afe-ali of a kind; thsy
a:é il ui_aﬁkiaﬁa theg oxre 01l velated and share the aame;
characterisﬁic_s.;- _ fﬂc:.r aro voices of reason who are distinguiahed
frop the caumuniiy by ‘L:hﬁ-i': incellcetual supériordty. But Henry ic
a brolien men imworsed in doubkt , Wncertmlnty and confusion. He 3ie
the sad cther half of the sﬁlfwe.suu.rod detached I.ntn;lent'. revealad
in the ezrllor celi-mrojcciionc.

- Tae jmasge @ o voyase on vater 1s one of the motife wo bhave
found frequently in the urdtings of Mark Twain. ZThe Inmscents
Abroad rceeords the vornse of an chergetie young Amsrican, hopeful,
buoyently optinisiic aboul lifc and proud of hia country. In the
trip dowm the Misoicslpol om Zhe raft in Huglk Flon, thes hich point
uf Tuzin?s literary carcer, the ontimism ia tamperad by apn awarenccs
af the reality of cwvil. In the book there im a perfasct balance
botuwoen imnocencc ani exrerisnce. The evil of man and the corruantnoss
of hiz :mcint:{_ line vhc banks of the river, but Huek is mble %o
remain truc to the proantings of his heart sad cope with the various
forma of hunan frailsy and dopravity he encounters. The nightoare
sea-voyage in Wiho Gécat Daxli i a jourmey iato despeir total and
unrcduumahle._'it ig 0dd that ue redcmber this writer as somoone who

made ws laugh.
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