ot Tost" 1o cortainly a great country +s..

there 1z one liitle tovm in ™theZ digrins™
vhic: +.. 1z Y212 soris of a atirring place,™ _
In on: éry, they recently had two street fightao,
hun; & wan, rode three men out of town on a rail,
got vy e quarter race, 8 turkey shooting, a gander
pulline, o nateh dog fight, had preaehinpg by a
circus rider, a0 afterwardsm ran a footrace for
anpls Jack ¢ll round, apd, as if this was not
enouil, Gha judge of the ¢ourt, after leosing hig
vearts cplary at sinsle~handed poker, ¥and liclk-
ing @ porson who caid he alda't underatand the
gang, won’t out and helpsed to lynch his grandfather.for
the aos octoeoling.

~— Spirit of the Timen, Junse 25, 10651.

CLAPTER 11 LITERARY SOURCES

iﬁ&dﬂu Anericzn hunor ip unigues. Thers bhave of course been
mative orel troditions in ol givilieations of the world, hut
oharactericiieally tidrc trmadition dn America hag taken the form of
comlc omapperation znd the "tall otery™. Folk tales ware told by
fanous story-tellcera Jrom gcneratiun.tn gensration, The art of oranl
parrative flouriched porticuiarly in the Weat and tpn Soutkwest:
Tenrcscco, Georpis, Alabena, Louwiciapa, Mimsiesippi, Arkansas and
Hissourif In theso otates thero oxlested m wpecial c¢olor and flavor
to 5T vwirich Turnishod cicellent stuff for humor. Thers ware dif.
fercnt wmys of livins ond various stagea of clvilirzation amoni the
inhanitents beiveen cevilsad cectiopna and frontiers.

A% firgt, the telling of yorog was partioularly well adagptad
to travellers by slogaecach or boat. Trnvaling'g:roas country,movin;
dowm river, rasiviny ot nigihit by compfires, housshold firesides

or by gElowving stoves, the rural peoples passed the tine
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pleasantly by listening to coilic yurne told by nany able story=tellors.
The yarns ronged ell the wey fron wlld fantasy to comnon acecunts of
every Jay happeninss. i"hcr'g wvere thrllling se¢enes and adventures in
upknorm resions irith mythical or froatier heroes, lacluding super-
hman decds apd fantastic beastes

Durins the tino of President Andrew Jackson, there was a
great chan-e in ducricon social and scomomic life, especially 1in
the Soutiwastern statos. lenay neople beomme rich overmight Throuzh
land-gpecmlation. Ihnc_r iimvingrantc from abroad came flowing into
thego statep and took poszcocion of the land with the prospecf of
beconing wealthy. At the ooie tine, thera was a tendesnoy toward
politieal and ccononle choos. The well-ﬁn-do uppar tlaas who werc
the carlier setilero bepon 10 lose thelr power and poagltlon ta
the poor,crude, less cultivated nowcomers. They began o fear that
ag deracracy cpread, they would lose thelr property too. The
lawless 1ife of the new country and thes strangs ways of its lmua-
btitants, randng; fron roccxla Lo statsamen, are presented in a
generalized way by Joceph Baldwin in The Flugh Times in Alasbama
in._@_-l'ﬁs&iﬁﬂiﬁgi, publizhed in 13545 It was during the "flush tincc”
that tall tales related Legide campfires were flrat put into
wriktin; in newsgu;;crs owvned and written by the upper alass.

The first fropticr hullorists, living 1o the expanding,
unsottled, and turbulen? coniiione of the (2 Bcuthwest, were
wsually educated,unpercloss profenslonal pecples They had been
¢itker bora or educated in the o0ld, established Horthern and

Southern ctaicc or cape {ron fomilies who had migrated from thom
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pot too long before the 13Ud'sf They earned their living as
lavyers; dociors, bankors, téathrs, politicians and newspaperncn.
Thelyr work reguired a let of travel§ which brought them into con-
tact wli{b netr typer of men and with new cocupAations and adven-
Fu:eﬁ. Hth various secinl and personal clrcumstances and
1iterary troininges, thene mab beman te Fill in scores of newly
founded newcpapers with thcir urltings to be enquad by ths reoding
publie of lens culvivaict noyw settlorz, Thase professional fuﬂﬂy
nen == Augustus Baldwina Lonncircet, Jobhnpon J.Hooper, Joszeph
@ Baldirin,and George H.Hnrrisg-- were aome of Tweinlp forerunnecrs
who naved the wmy for imirn {0 rcach the apex of American hunor.
There are Dany charactoristlos combined-in the unique huwmo-
rous Jiteraturce of the 0l Southwest. The souroes of laughter iuy
iz the oivylo == 1uﬁic&ous_f acoombled pentenoans with fancy words
badly saclled; farcicol characlicerc dolng foolish deesds; misquota-
tionsof the Bille or the clapsicc; cxaggerstion mand undarstatoment
for condcal effect,vulgority, auvcdacity,broad irony and irreverencc%o
Singg the flrot printed yarns wereiurittan by tha waalthy,
concervative ectablished peonle, thay often enphasizad their own
moral and sogial diptance fron distresming svents and common peoplo
by framin; thelr occountc with openling and cloming sectlona comnosed
in inflated, difficult vocabularicc. This began the rime of the
literary franeworlt feclnique {0 sot forth a mock oreal tale, The
writer lteops hingel?d apart fron low okMaragtere in the tale by lot-

tinr an aducated narrator introduce the atory in faney,eloboratce
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lavsuase guite above the crule colloquial 1diom of common man.
This can be clearly socn in Johnzon .« Hooperts writing, "The
Adventures of Cantain Simon Suspa’. The author gives uz an

inflatced dntroduciory pasznge describing Bimen's becoming 2

cantaing

AT

Dy »eferencs Lo tcnoranda, contempo-
rancoucly tolken, of incidents te bo
roacordol in The nedoirs of Captain
Surnc, e find that we bave resached

the meogt inportant soriod in the

history of oyr Lovo —- his ageumption

of o nildtary courand.,. And we beg the
rioder to beliove, that we approach this
poriion ol our gubjoeet with a profound
rozrel ot cuwr oym incapacity for its
nroper 3llwidnotion. Would that thy

ven, 0! lendell,werc ours! Then would thy

here and ours -- the nation's Jaekason and
The couniry's Busoo -~- por dovm tosfar . .
mesterity equal in fame sand honors, am in ﬁﬂf,fia:}

woolsl Dut go tlhe fivortal podo bave not

decrced! Hot to Sujss wRe dmop givenl Aye,
Ferdous ©f o cdniiy feata, the thundering

Jove dGenied an historian worthy of hia pulosanced
Wouls ¢hnt, Iiiie Cacsar, ke ¢ruld write himselfl
Yoon, indecd, chould Harvnrflyiuld him hopors,
and hip eounbiy -~ Juctice!

The author nalics fun of Sinon Bugga! commonness by using;
overcialenent and a poci herolc ctyle. Buch words and phrases ac
Rreforence to ncnorandza,™ “contenporaneously,™ "memoirs,® Mascum:-
tlon," "popteriicy," "suwlocanee™ aro not commonpleecs expresslons
and hoxdly apamroorinte to such 2 low charactor as #lxmon. The dialepuc
between Binon ond kig neigabovs i8 very different from the introdue-—

tory sectlon and ic evidently Zicant to stand in ocomic Juxtaposition.

Tac conedy io clearly at the cipancse of Bimont
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AGentlopon," caid &inon, a emile of
gratified but subdued pride playing
cbout his ncouth; "Gontlemen,my res-
pactio -- ladips, the sane to youl--and
the Cantein bowed -- Itm mare 'n proud
to parve wy country at the head of sich
an Andescndent ond patriotic cumpanyl Let
who 1ill run, ;entlemen, Simon Sugpe will
nllors be found sticldng thar,like a tiak
ondezr & couls belly -~ 1 _

Whor do you aim to . bury your damd
Injunc, Copten?! sorcogtioally inguired
the 1i¢tle dirt-cator. _

HI1T bury you, you HMttle whifflin
fice," anid Gantain SBusge in A "‘5"12"“'5'
he dached at yellow-legs furiouply.

liark Twoin s born im 1835, at the praclss time when tho
dngricoan coule pensc RS c:;c:uinq; tc 1te first full expression. AG
A youns printer ho hoard uany tales and read such famillar conle
aarratives prinied in Lhe hunorous ¢olumns of newepapsrs. Am the
pllot of a Mlocicoipnl IMvor cicarer before the Clvll War, he wao
in o position Lo exchan;e clories with the masters of the art. It
was not until he becane a mewopaper reporter in the western aflver-
mining townc of -ﬁc:'.mda that he bhecame famous mpe the teller of tnll
tﬂlﬂs;ljﬁﬁwever, throughout bla writing career, the iafluenecs of
Piaints forermnnors, tuc frontier humoriats, can be olomely traced
in hipg worls, in hunorsuc mtcrialB) devices and tramditions.

Iic first csuccossful chietch, "The Notorious Jumping Frog
of Calaveras County," vac set down on paper after hs had heard it
told to o erowd of mdnorc in 2 California tavern. Twaln made it
his otm by using tho frarcworl: techniqua modeled wmfter Hooper.Notice

the gone ultra-inflatoed vognbularys
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In compliance with the roquoot of a

friend of ninc, who wrote me from the

Fect. I called oo roed-naturod, garruloun
ola Bicon Uheeler, cnd ingquired afiter

my f=icnd?'s fricend, Leonldas W. Smiley,

ns regacsted to do, ond I hersunto append
the zecwtit, I hove a lurking susplcion that
Loondicap U Siley ic o oyth; that my iriemd
pnever lincy such o nerconnsge; mnd that he oply
conjectured tant if I anked old Whoeler about
hin, it woutd roenind adn of bip infanous Jinm
Soiler, and he wopld o to work and bore me
o death ith moae cmaopeorating reminiscence
of hin oo lons and oo tedlous as it should beo
noelocs o -.r"-"' I7 %hnt vmo the desdgn, it
msacooeloteT

fhe auihor calls on &Sincn Wheeler ander his friend's
roquast to heer The stowy of Jin Sedley. Yet, he wecops hinsel £
alce? Zrop Sivoe Waeeler <P L geite obviocuoly less culbivatod,
a colexT1ly cocoidiny olosaetor talton directly Iroc Southumstorn
bunor. do Looks Cowii oRl Silon and grimly prepares to laugh at
hin narracive wiicn will renlly only bore him. Sdmca le deagcribedl
as o wepsun to Le polied fun ni: Mfat anid bald.—haaded“lﬁ wizh "Yan
exprassion of winpda,; roacioness and edmplicity upon hiz tranguil

. nl5 e
COUBLCTIONGT . tfen the autlhicr tclls him the purpose of hic
vigit, Sinmen "saclzed hin into 2o cormer and blockaded hinm with
his clhinix "l? Dhe pulior Linmdiontly lietens to Bimon's ridiculous
story vhich Simon concllons hRiphdy important matter judging by
hi 1t . b= . A AB - = =
g Mreln of fmpoonsive crmecciucss and sipcerdty. After finichin:;

the acoount of oin Solcyts Jusdieg freg, Simon 1s reoady to bejin

anoGiies cngs
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He2l, thlga~yer Swmilcey had a yaller
ope-cyet oot that Mdn't bave no
tadil, ouly jest a short stunmp llka
a bDanznAer, and -- ) '

At this point, the lonsg-cuifesint and pelitaly speaking author is
nore bored than hae 45 oble fo bear and gladly takes bhis leave in

the clocing perasraph:

Iomtever, lackins poth tine and
inclipation, I did not wmit to
hear absat the afflicted cow,
but Gool uy loave.+0

Yetioen 13400 and 1040 t£ic tone of American life became
mrore viclent, cansed br tihe naticooal tensions that led to tho
Civil War, esnacially in the Southern States. BDoth tha wealthy
and the poor %00l morct in e —echeral lowsrdng of the quality
of llfe, A& chanse tooi nloce in literary techulgue I.;l well as
in sﬁniﬂ.'l. conditions; in facet one mirroram the othar. The [ramework
techidgue venished in later writipngs. The writers stopped lodkding
down opn lower, coonmon-place ch_aracters. They ldentified thamaelvas
with thslr chavoctere, z2nd Tven laved to ha 'nu.;‘l.lnd eftar their
characters' Bauer. ko rormoxiiable change im to bhe found in Georpe
Washinrston Harrlst "ﬁrs. Yordley's Quiling® in which the author
dfgcarded the uge of iz Tranguori and let the characters speak

for thoenmolves:

Hiharts ono durn'd oaasty muddy job,
an®' I ic jiu' (lad ecnuf tu take &
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hon n» tifo, on the stradlnzth ove
hit."
'Wshat have you basn doing,Sut?"
MHelpin tu galt ols Mlamis Tardley
dovm M
Mhat <o you meon by thatin
"Ffixin heyr fur rotten cumfurtably,
ifdvorin her up wil mile, tu keap
the buzzarda {run c¢heatin the wurms."
"Mhattz Hit, by gollyl Now wby the
dovil can't I'pplain nyself 1iks yu?
I ladles out ny words at randum, like
a enl? delin ot yaller-jackilds;
yu jict rolls em out tu the pint,llke m
& foller a-layin bricks =« averyons fit ....

Simllarly, in hig pacterpicce The Adventures of Buckleberry Finn,
Twain beging the ctory without any introductory paragraph. Huck
dlreectly introducos hingel{ to the readers at tha very bepdnning

of the bhook:

You don?'t lmoy about me, without ppu
have read a bocl: by the names of The
Adventurcc of Tomr Sowyer, but that
ainft no natter. '

Azain, Tuaint'so arclecessers' influsnos upon his writing
te ¢learly occen when o wrote Ghapter Fwenty of Huek Finn, "The
Ganp-—nce'r,:‘.ng.“. The cleonents of Hooper'as ocmmp meeting scene in
UThe Captaln Attends o Camp-inecting' are strikingly similar to
Twaint; writing. It is dononctirable that net only is this chapter
in Twwain'e rreatest worlt cntirely in the vedin of Southwestorn
humor bui that Tvmin borrous quite diresctly from Hooper's material.

In the Heapor nta:::;} Sinon Sugge has contrived mAny meanc



of molring money but bas foiled. Ec cannot bear seedng his family
euftfer. Ho soto out for o c&mp-ﬁggting almply tq_find amusement.
When he arrivos there he finde the encampment f11led with people

Hdstening to the saroon:

‘A heli-deozen nrsachers wers dlspensing
the word; thco once 1ln the pulpit,ses
Hiz volce 'm an veakse s DOWRVar, he
contrivad oz hinself heard ccom-
slonnily, above e dlpn of the sxhort-~
ing, the singineg, and the shouting
-which werc poing on around him. The
rost wore wallting fto and frosaes.

licn ond vogen rolled about on the
ground, or Loy cobbing or shouting

in prouiscucuc heanse More than all,
the negrags sans ond sersamad apd
]:.II'ELHG‘I'J.Q rre )

The atmogphere of inteonse confusion and excltement 1o
identical to the canp-noeiing ccene in Huek Finn when the king

arrives at the clea thiere the oeeting 1o helds

The preaching wvao going on under ths
sane Ivinds of sheds,only they ware
biprer ond held crowds of people «..
Tho precatherc had high platforma to
ptand on, at one end of the sheds...
the preacher was lining out a hymh...
everybody sun; 1t..s 1n puoh & rousing
WAYa.. ond tovords the end some began
to proan, ond scme bogan to shout.
Then the preaciher bogcan to pref&ch;-..
and choutinz Lis words out with all
P}? ?%Eﬂgaulgn'ﬁ nolte out what the
preachcr cadd, any nore, on account
of the shouting ond crying. Folka gat



up,everyprtheres 1o the erowds... thay
cung, and sghoutad, and flung themn-
selvcskdmm on the piraw, Jjunt ecrasny and
willd. "

At boilh neobings theore is 4 group af'.méumra who ococuny
the front Lenches 3n tha crowds. Slpmon Bugpge introduces himaeslf to
the noeting ap 2 sinnc™. ﬁc iAisely invents a mireacle whick had
purifiod in apd conversed hin to relipion and piety. Him story.
gomvinees the oeolin: and recediven much applause and admiration.
He protends Lo oouwan for his poct indquities and desdres to do
a oo docd by collecting o sun. of mopey to found a new church.
Then he cunnin’ly csensas the mneetlng and veniahes with the moncy.
Thic plet 1o cdoseiy Tellowced by Twain whean he wrote his camp-ueeting
episode. Twoln®s canp-nocting ios an lmprovement only becauss 1t
enjova the advantose of Iimin's rioher imsginmtion. In this scene
in M Finn the Imin; introducos himaelf te the meetlng &s an
ancient pilrate in the Iadion Occan who had baen robbaed and had
hecooe a chonged . ﬁe intonded to spend the rest of hig 1lfe
converting his other fellow-pirates a-nil_'l.ng on the Oceans. Ee,
thercforoy would 1ilzo to ac: for o collection. His words impresac
the pecting so ouel Luat mrcr:rhgd:,r burats into tears and will-
inzly domates his noncy:

Ho the Ising vent 211 through the
crovd wiih hip hat, swabblng his
cycs, ane viessing the people and
wraisiug $hen ond thonking tham
Tor belng oo peod Yo the poor

pirates avay off thorce.. and he
wo invited to siay o weak; and
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grorybodyr wrnted hizs to live in
their houpes, ond sald thﬂg&ﬂ ' .
Ehini: 1t wos oo anolie ess

The I#in: nakes an ecxcuce that asince 1t ia the last day of tho
ecamps=iicoting, o camnot do any good in anlafing. He smants to mnake
hacte to do his miscion: comverting the pirates. Then he takec his
leave ~- and tdlies lLbhe Dopey s=ivh hdile

Anothor elorachteristic of fmesrdcan foll humor ig a »ard
core ©F redldsn or anti-rzeoanticisl, & depire to dpscrdbe thingo
prcaiscly and o tondency to mo%ke fun cf lwexinativc eXcesGes.
Georce loshingion firewiat Sut Lowinzool may have beap crude, but
he tool pride im nis vory crucity. Behlnd this orudity is ths llcn
thnt life is rough aad erude and no lilice chould be pllded. Tuain
bad a sctron~ coniiiendal ctronlz, but as 2 Westerber -- and az o
journallst: ~= e alrogt nececcarily particirated in tha qu;—" aftor

/romontio

degeribins thinne Fust as he pou Llhen, As a Western hunorisct, exntoess
in literaturz bocone his notaral target. Twaln wanted to be truc
to mature, io accuraieoly and ioncstly record what ho saw.. Thus,
for omzmple, he atitacled CGoopents uritinge strongly in his article,
Afanivore Cooperts Litercry Offcnsesn.”™ Twain disacreed with many of
Gaaper'uruﬁmirern vio nexaine’ Coonarta writinpe to ba Mpure woerins
of nrt“zﬁr shorln; zivie of Coonerts dafeeta. In many ways the oo
teachos us worgs about Tiain thoxn it deoes about the ezrlier wxier.

In it @Amin, the voaliast, crisieimes Cooper, the acknowloedsed

renfncor, for bedin; a rolancoi



1f Coomer hod ony real Lnowledpe

of kv u_f*r:"«* wmrs of deoing things

he hnd o nosi delieato art in con-
conling Ehe fEcU..s Ovell the eternal
laws of Mature have to vacate

when Cocpor tnts to put up a
ﬂellca‘&:g?gcnp of wooferait om the
roaless

Cocpertc Indians are tou roucantledged to ke true. Twmin

called Cooper's cCeseriaticn of the scow episcde in The Dasralaver
20
Ya gublisoe burst ¢f invenbion.'! In regard to The Pathfinder, in

wiich 1‘1‘:1 ey Bunone hag bo ghow off his skill in A shooting-match,
Tvmin peints ort that Patbhiindes's quickmess and aocuracy of cisht

are Incrpedible.

Thp Jilfcsoncc bewlcen & Cooper
Indiaon and ine Indina thet ptands

St

in Jront I tiae einac=ahop 1a not
spaclous. =

In Wi m-eteh ‘ﬁ-ﬁagnra", imln coadas fun of certain romnntic
¢onventions populor in hip Cayot excessive glorification of Mapnrn
Fallr; nnd narvelcuc emciled »wortraits cof Indiana. Temln joine o
travelling grouw: ial€ing o trip to sece the Hlagara Talls with a guide
to lezad the wars Inoctvend of ceein a beautiful, raﬁnnt:l.c elght,
Twaln steets ovel a irishitlol ome that he longs to roturm homo, but

it i; too late:s

How o fuxrious wvind Lezan to rush
out dwor Behind the aterfall,
idel seoiled Cotewilned to sweep
s frowm the bridllc, and acattar ua



on twhe rocko mnd atosns the torrents
beloitass e wers alioost under the

nonstrovs wall of imicr thmwadaring
dorm Iress 2bove, oud coeceh was in
the oidst of cuch a pit¢ilese erash
of soundes+.dll wvas Jdarkness. Such .

a @med pliommiiay, roaring, end bellowing i
of warring; vind and tvaLer never N
eramed {1y ¢ars befora.”

Suck words az iMonsivoup woll of ymter,M 'pitilews -crusch of sound"
delune " Wiardoun wing, M "“rowry Lempogt of mi.nl" ﬂrcl. suzreative
enough ns Lo wvhy hic vanted o roiturn home. The Palls arc sublfue but
they eannot be roaonticimedd, -

- wmin sags he hoo rood Selos, lr.':.r_:éndn and rn-ula.ncraa azeus "thg
noble Red Man" vho peooned to be the Mgublire rolic of by Eone
g-ra.ndm:r"31 with his Manpized cagacity, "Jaf"his etately metaphoricol
panner of speech.,'ﬁ:jand ihe piciuresque pomp of hie dress and
uc:cutrcﬂentn.*"_"ﬂ}:i.ox-mvar, o 1ody clerk susmgeasted that he 2811 on Like
real, living Indicns vao wwealsd He friendly ane not dawnserocus to opocit
with, On the conmtravy, the Indlans were umvilling to telk with hin
and even threaton Nis 13ife. Doomite his effort to make friends wilitlh
them 1iopy tines, af 18wt he 35, ot laust he 1s hit, ,sﬁri:ppeﬂ of hig
ciothen, and thoom over the Marara Falls. I'I‘I.fll.f;'-t.. in a masterful
touch of burlesque, this "oovare tribe™? of Indang at Rlapgara
Fells arc really all Irigh irmiinrants dressed up for tha tourig:

tradc,

Anotlier Micrary couetion wim greatly infiluenced Twain's vorlis

wWas Arionus tard wiho trrote MIntorviow with President Ligaoln" by ucin::
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the Zemguwage of the cailer with bad gramnar and miaspelled worde.
The wori: influoncad Tuniats "anUnccunter with an Iaterviewaer,”
ope o hiz fuvmiszt cizsiches Tmin used the languare of Ward and
other 1.1 L-E!.E‘ﬁ..""‘ cliiedtons op tle lLecture platform, and many of
tieir contle devices fowad their way jato his figtions The 4all
tell of the Jouthuestexn nioricve cak be found, for ammpla. in
the z:-.:e::,,. of tis Mel Chind of Calanity in lifo on the Missihasinpi.
Auelt: and Jints conmoyrontica nuowit Rins Soilerman and thelr
digcungicn ol the Mewench lexynnge cxemplify Twein'c uge of Ward
and the lidertry conoclisas. Those mapvelougly funny passages in
the novel are juot Lonusybher dolkes, sxbtended gags om a set thenc.
/the
Todic ot ol ool olns oS © O Zon to 1%in cenlury ninstirsl
5N 1
Wip aptfoios ol Lo Iooatiss oral story waa cne of Twmdntc
ryeiont pooelz. Do Jelloved the path paved before o by
g mwreloooio 2he ‘, Gieds refEined Southwasterm humor andg the
bwsox of dhe Llitosaw) Suselions and refided it for his own
purposeads Ia paselding Locce Lxoddiions for Nis owm uwees, he reoched
the riphzos leves aiTAllii;vE: conlury Anerdcan humor. We will bave
peenaiun Lo raend: .o tlisge traldiitions further in sowmenting on

indivl dund ot
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