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There was s time when mezdow, grovo, and olroam,
Tho carth, and every commsn sight
To me did sesm
Apperelled on eolastral licht,
The glory and the freshness of a dream.

e~ Willinm Wordsworth, "The Immortality Ode"
CHAPTER IV THE ATVENTURES OF TOM ZAWIER

Puain's reputation is beesd firmly on the achlevoment of his
books about boyz. Thils iz a rather bald statement, amd it is of
conrze qualified by the variety of boyz found in hie works, but 1t
ic nonethelegs true. Thourh ke ama famlliarly acguimted with all
the different types of humen neture thrcuch his pillot-experience,
he wos bound cnd haunted hy the charm of boyhood for most of hig
life. In a letter 1o gn unidentifisd parson he =ald:

ss+if I confine myself to hoy life at
times, it is beczuee that 1lfe had =
pecullar charm for me, and not because

I was gnfamiliar with other phases of
1ife.b

Tha Adventures of Tom Sawyer was the Pirgt novel Twaln

ettempted alone, The book was writtezn from his medory of his boye
experiences in Hannibgl. arnd partlj from his imaginetion, Tom's
boyhood idyll revesls the profoundest wish of his hesxrt, the
nostalgia for o youth's parasdieae,

Tumin ot first intended the book to be read by adulte.
However,; Howells ﬁdvised kim to treat it se n boy's ctory so that

the children would enjoy it as much as their parenta., Twnin had
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to change some parts of the book o make 1t sultable td this
purposc, In a leotter te his brother Orion, he salds

Thip was eplendidy & gwaept mll

lobores I reduced the boy Sundajye

sohpol speech down to the first.

two scntences, {leaving no suggestion

of satlre, slnce the book is for

boys & girla: I tzmed the various

obscenities wtdl I judged that
Ehey no lonper carried affepse- 9

Yat, the ﬁuok 1c written far zbove the lavel of the ordinary
bayts boek, It is a mixture of nosgtolgia and satire. Teein
conflrms in the Prefzce that mopt adventures reacorded in the boolt
razlly hoppened, One or two mere his own experiencaa}the reat his
schoolmatests Tom is a combinegtion of the characterletics oI three
boys whom Twaln 1s familisr with. He wants the bock to remind
adults of their childhood, hew they once felt, thought and talled;
1% also would reming them that they sometimes engaged in "queer
enterprisea."?ﬂ

Twain'es boyheod weeo very slive te him, gnd references to 1t
could #zke him become suddenly overceme with ramemhareﬁ imnces.
After recelvibg = 1?tter from an old friend mentlonlng some incidents
in the past whichb they hed shared together, Twain suddenly colled
to mind memorien of himself s & bpyy

As you deecribe me I ean plcture myzelf
28 I was 22 years ago., The portralt ip
pcarreéctsee a collow fooly a 38lfi-

sufficient azsg, a mere human tumble-bug,
stern in zir, heaving ot Wls bit of duns



%9

and imagining he ig re-molding the

crld ond is entirely capable of

doingz it right, Ignoranece, intolerance,
epoticm, self-pssertion, opaque percep=
tion, denge snd pitiful chuclde-
hendedness ==~ @pnd an almost pathetic
uneonsciousnegs of it pll.

This is exmctly = picture of Tom Sawyer. Tom'’z plan to get
Becky's attention gnd win her favor by showlng off in gn abeurd
boylsh way morke his sclfenssertion and grotesque foolichnecs. Hig
intolewrance of the long, uninteresting sermon duriapg church cauces
him to relezee g pinchbug from the percussiocnecayp box, so that it °
later tortures s poodlo which sits on 1t, The dog's wild yelp of
apony brecks up the church service. The whitewasghing episode 1in
which Ton pleis to get rid of his work and af the some time to
Gupe hig innocent friends shows his clever ingenuwity when there is
worx to be svolced. Tom's pretense to be gick as an axcuse not to
g0 te cchool is a common act of boyish deception, wWken Tom decides
to play being a pirate he imamines he is reaclding the world:

He would be a pirate! That wma it!

Now his future leay plain before

hin, and glovieg with unimagingble
gplendor. How his name would fill
the world, and nalke people chuddoTives
And, at the remlth of hig fame, how he
would puddenly appear at the oldd
village and stalk inte church... snd
beur with pwelling ecctasy the
whispering: "It's Tom Sawyer the

Piratc! the Bleck Avenper of the
Spanich Maint"72
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Tem's thlrst for glory forces him to oncourage his fellow
pirates to kocep the gang together. Ones he lenves tha gang to
find out what has happenéd in the town while they have bpen avumy.
Ec enters hig house, gecretly and nv?rhears in a convermsation thnt
the three dogd boys funerol serviece 1s to be hold on Junday morning
in church. Tom's cense of showmanship demands that he keap the
secret until thet morning. He nuet persuzde his friends to wmlk
inte church on thbo tccasion of thelr own fnﬁeral. Tom 1lg a boy vho
demands love, pity, sympothy zand attention from others; When heg
gpleg hie mournlng famlly and Joe's mother grouped togeather lamenting
thelr dead boye, Tom begine to have a nohler opinien of himpelf than
ever before; he docides that he is mot » bad boy, only mischievous,
end that he is good-hearted and never meals any harm. Tom io even .
more gell-gaticfied when he noticcs the chenge in hia Family uftér
his roturn from Jackson's Igland:. At breakfast, Aunt Poully ond
Mary are loving to him rnd very attentive to hic wonta.

Tom Sawyer ic Twsin's-idyllic romance written as an sscspe
from the pahge of adulthood. Tom's story ie an idyll of boyhood
created o gatisfy hie noetalgla for a youth's paradise, for the
Uappy Valley of childhood., It 1s & world of irreeponsibility,
candour, sincerity, innccence, Jo¥iulness and wonder, The children
are free of troubles, cares and worrieg., To Tom, the wrld ig full
of fanciful merriment, exoiting sdventurss and childish belief jn
superztition. Tom's loveealfalr with Becky is simply pure, inonocent
"puppy love". Tom golms her attention by hls sbsurd boylsh ohowinp

off: ecuffing boys, pulling hpir, maling faces, runhing away from
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homo to play being pirate to draw the publicts eyc to himecslf. The
widtewashlng episode digplays how rollleking and inmocent the humor
is in the ©booi.. The bright, freah, dregny, reposeful and inviting
atmosphere of tbe cumaer morning distrecses Tom when Aunt Polly
glves him a hateful job, whitewnshing the feace. Hls sorrow is even
increased when Le thinks of the fun he had pleznned fér that day.
How can he -boar it 1f other fres boys come along and oale fim of him
(2~ 2

for hoving to work! Hovever, "hiz elastic heart of youth' ccanot
ba kept conpreocged into ore shzpe. He begins to meke hirmeclf look
eapaged in hnportent, sericus worl for the eFes of tho other boys
kc scee Him first victim is Ben vho eomes approaching im a boet
and playing at being a esteanbonb-saptain.,. Tom's mouth waters for the
apple Ben hac but he sticke to his work. Then Ben cuddenly becomes
interested in the work and arks Tom if he can try it:

Does a boy cot o chance to vhite-—

vash a Tenee overyda¥Tess OB S2e,

funt Polly's avful pertlcular sbout

thig lence,.. it*s got ta ke done

very careful; I rackon there ain*t

arsz boy ia ;o thousand, maybe tuo

thougand, that cen do it the wey it's

cot to be done,.. well, Jlm uyanted to

do it, tut =she won't let him, 53id

vanted %o do 1t, she wouldn't 1=t wl

Si¢. HNow, den*t you mee how I zn fixed?

The more Tor spesks, the ntronger ic Bon's 1naist=ncc upon

attemptipp the job, Tom cansents only when Ben glves hin tho apple.
Bour ofter hour, Tert's plan to dupe the "innocents! suceccds well

wntil he is wenlthy, with a kite, a dead rot end a strlng to swing

i1t with, twelve marbles, varkt o¢f a jew'a horp, 2 cpool-cannon, a
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key that wen't unléck snything, a couple of tadpoles, gix fire-
erackers, o brass door-Xmob, a €og coller, the handlc of e knife,
and four pleces of orgnge=peel! To him, the world iz no longer a
hollow plrec after =11,

fnother glznificant item to be observed in chorting Tuwain's
developaent iz thot hé crontes a vivid sonse of myatery, torror -
aBd ercibement behind the lnnocent eye of boyhood, Besides their
beliaf in superstitious things, shosts, spells, omeus and blaclk
uapgicy the boys are aware that there are some evils in the real
world., Dmrias the midaight peetinz in the graveyard, Huck and Tom
witness Injun Joe tryimz to blackmail Dr. Robingon znd then stab
the doctor te Centh. Injun Joo then wusltes wp the drunken Huff
Potter cnd ¢onvinces him it was ha who killed the doctor. The
nurder nd injustice horrify the boys =0 tkat they swear o blood
ogth pever to wveverl the orime, .

The asitoay-book eplzode marks the firgt hint of pex din
childhood, +om in surpriced to gee thet the pieture Decky is
pesking ot in ¥r. Doblins' chotomy book is a human figure, etark
nglied, DBecky in her haste znd anxiety tezre the page onG Tuns out
of the room in shene coé focr, Tom is uneacy pnd nuses to himselfs

het o curdisus kind of fool = pirl

1z, eseThat's just like & glrl —— thsy?
re =0 thineakinned epné chlclicene~
hoorted., Well, of coupce I cin't

soing to tell old Debhinz an this
little fonl....

Sexuzl enrlosity thus rclkes a brilef Antrucion inta ckildhood. Tha
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problcms of maturity. This 1z an element in tho gtory that connotes

more than Twaln reealves., Tom's little boy innocence conguers the

evil Twaln conjurec up *o bs destroyed by it == bubl what of thaet

innocence after the onset of puberty? The question 1s of course

left unangwered, though later we will have a work of sheer por-

rogrophy from Twain'e ;.4 =- 1601 == to angwer uc that Twain did
T

know the changes took place.

Twein intands the picture of the cave to sgymbollze evil and
terror geen through ths innocent eyea of Tom and Becky. This cave
in particularly vividy &= hrighf and lurid ap & horridble night-
mare. It has this special vividnesa becpuse 1t is a recurrent image

in Twein's mind, something he caw with a special clarity:

Me Dougal's cave was but a wvant
labtyrinth of eroocked alsles that

ran into esach othpr ~nd ocut again

end led nowhere,'’ . one might
wander dsys and nights together
through its intricate tangle of rifts and
chaamgy and never find the end of

the cevf..s.0nder the roof vast kmots
of bats had pached themsslvesn to- .
gether, thousands in & bunch; the
light - disturbs the creatures,

and they cnme flocking down by
hundreds, squeaking and darting
furicusly at the candleg....The

bate chaped the c¢hildren a good
distance, but the fugitives plunged
into every new pascsge that offersd
snd at last got r4d of the perilous
things....Now for tha first tims

the deep stillness of the place

laid n ¢lemmy hand upon the spirits’
of the children....Profound allenca;
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sllenco s0 deep that even theilr
breathings were consplcuous ip the
hush. Tom shouted, The call went
echoing down the empty alsles, and
died cut in the distence in a
faint sound that rusugbled a ripple
of mocking laughter.?

Tt 1z an imape we shel)l mest agein in an aven more aightmaricsh form.
When Tom and Pecky walk into an unexplored poertion of the
cave, they realize that they have lost thelr way¥, They beccme
depracased gnd frightened: |
The children groped their wny back
to the spring. The wesry time

dragged oni they slapt agaln, snd
awoke famiched =nd woe-stricken,?9

By mccident, the cave is also the hiding place of Injun Joe,
vhom Tom 1g trying to wscapa from for feer of hieg revenge, Tom in
paralysed whan hoe sees

ess a human hend, holding o ecandle,

appear from hehind a rock!....that

hand is followed by the bogﬁ-it

belongs to ~- Injun Joe's,
Bepldes puffering from hunger, fear, aystery and othar tarroras,
Tom at last gees Injnn Joe's corpse, dead of pitiful stervaticon
in the eave, Tom's descent into the ¢ave 1s of the nature of an
ordeals it could heve functicned on a2 ritusl inltistion 1lnto life
1f Twain hnd been writing - different gort af baok. But when Tom
emerges from the cave he is ths same old Tom, unchanged by his

encounter with the grim reality of evil.
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In the ﬁnrl& of Tom Sggﬁer| innocence iriupphs over evil,
pffortlesely and everlaostingly.  Twoln cagerts that good shall
come out of evil, that the asppearance of ddsaster 18 all that bangs
over g boy's life and thot the anding of aach eplsoode is unuslly
happy. Tom's dream of being a hero i1s satisfled after his return
froo Jacksm's Island, The returned plrate becomas tﬁe centor of
“public attention. Tom hercically takes the punishment for the spelling-
book pnd later takes the pecond beating for tearing the onatomy
boek to win Beeky'*c faver, "Tom, how could you ba =0 nuble!“al
Beclty tellp her hero, At tho end, the whole incident of the cave
is turned into nothlng merc dangerous than a bad drgem. Injun
Joea is a stock villaein easily cenquared when shut up in the cave,
eanlly succuabing to the powerful innocence pnd goodness that are
the weszpons of childhcod, After the dlocovery of Jnjun Joe'a bndy;
Twaln lets the judge seal up the sntramce of the cave, and thus
symbolically ends =ll evil. {We hall ges froow Twaln's cubsegquent 7
worika thet the entrgnce to the cavé did not remgin =ealed for long.)
Thus, innocence in Tom Sawyer triuaphe over svil =t last, and the
vimion of innocence purifies Twain's vielon of America.

The narrative voice in Tom Sewyer 1z Twmints own, o mi;ture
of noptalgis and setire. Tom Spwyer is written to glorify his own
youth and to speak for his noastalglc yearning for the Happy Valley.
It 1g a2 romantic book compounded from reamlistlc detalle recollectad
from hig ehildhood. Thougkh Twaln =aye he is trylng to leave out

come suggestions of satire, he can't help lettdng his satiric voice

be hesrd many times in the book, In fact he maltes use of the child,
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the innncaﬁt'eye, s all instrumeﬁt for gocinl éritiaism. Tﬁain
comments on adult hypocrisy and makés fun of the falaé values of

the Sunday School Socioty. The :great occasion is when the judge -
vigits the echool. Everybody tries to show off and gain the notice
end opprovel of the judge in variéﬁs wa¥s. Mr, Walters; the |
superintendsnt, seems ta be engmged in his work, glving directionc
here and fhnra end everyvhere he can find a target. The librarian,
the young lady teachers, the young gentleman teachers and the judge
himself ng pits and beams "o majestic jJudicizl smile upon all the
honlge ahd warms himepelf in the sun of his oun grandeur"ga aralall
playing their roles too. This is the chance to sxhibit Mr. Walters?
prodley and to deliver o Bible prize. In Eﬁnda? s¢hoel claas,
children bhave to reclte paseages ¢f Scripture by hesrt, and they
receolve tickets 2a o rewsrd., On that day, Tom happera to have the
most tliokets =« geined hy his cunning weys of duping his innocent
friends. Therefore, the prize is given to Tem who proceeds to humi-
liate himzelf and the teacher with his stupldity. The episode has
the ring of reelity, and it gerves tc maka a criticg point about
folee values that Twaln finds in organized American religleon in tae
19th century.

Tuain ale¢ Mak%es fun of the quack medieines popular in his
day. Aunt Polly us¢a the patent pain=killer to wakte Tom up from
melancholy and indifferencze. In turn, Tom glvee 1t to the cat,
Poter, and it works suc;eaafully, for the cat goes tepring gpround
the house in a frenzy of enjoyment spreading chaos snd degtruction

in his pathk. Aunt Pelly comer to reslige that she 1gs crusl -to Tom
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in giving bhim the patent modiclne,

Teein alomys objecte to sentimentality and ertifieiaplity in
1aﬁguaga én& wmmts to brealk awﬁy from the uss of cuﬁvantianal litarery
vocabulary, In his letter to J.H. Burrough, hic old friend, Tualn

calde

There iz one thing wvhioh I can't
stznd, and won't stand from many
peoples. That ip chom gentimantality
ww the kind s schiool girl pute into
her preoduwating compoanitiaon; the

sort that makes wp the Originel
Poetry column ¢of a country news-
paper; the rot that deals in "tha
happy deye of yore,!" 'the cweet yot
malzncholy past,” with its ""blighted .o
hopea" and ite "wanlghed dreﬁmu“ -
and ell that sort of. drivel.®>

_ In Tom Sewyer, Twaln makes fun ¢f such compositions written
ﬁi voung lemdles to be read on the "Examination” dry. The thomes

=re olways the sama that "hzd been 1lluminated upon similar occagions
b¥sas 21l thelr encestors in the female line clear back to the
Crusedes." They ara MMemeries of other Days," YDreem land," "Melan-
choly," "Fillal Iove,” "Heart Longings," etc. Twpin gives some

extrpets from theso compositions end uopes that the readerz can

endure them.Sh The composition antitled "A Vision" bagine:

- Darl and ¥empcstuous waz the night.
. fround the throna on hlgh not &
single sntar quivered; but the deep
irtonations of tho heavy thunder
constepntly vibrated upon thae oarsg
vhilgt the terrifiec lightning revelled
in sngry oood through the cloudy
chambere of heaven, seeminz {o scorn
the pover cxcried over its terroras by
the illustrlous Frenk4lin!85



This passage perodies the kind of writing Twaln desplsed.
The style ié alaborate =nd uscs stock literary fbrmﬁlaﬂ. Euﬁh
wrds an "tempestuous,” "guivered," 'intonationa," Mravalled,"
Hoxertad,” and Yilluctrious" in this context aré the proﬁu¢t of
infipted literary pretensions. Yet, Tusin points out that such
= coppocition took the firpt prize. Thus the concern with wwiting
that faleifice experisence that we have seen in Twainfa earlier

vritings continues in Tom Sawyer,

A vory lmportant element of the book 1s Tom's relation %o

the soeiety of St. Petarsburg. Though Tem hes on outvprd tendency
to rebol agailnst soclal valuesy % hreak ruies and go his own
morry way ~- running sway from home, smoking, disliking churcb cnd
lessone and torturing animalc == he.is most deaply a very respectable
bay. His rebellion, hic boyiszh fantasies ond naughtinass are
hermless and aven ahow that he is a typlcal Americon boye They are
merely innocent wild cotos he sows. Tom iz aware that he belonge to
gocioty and its accepted soclal values ond rellgion,Bis running
gway from home ia a boylsh escapade dictated by his romantic impuleses.
We knaw that Tom must surely retura to socilety. But Tom's friemd -
Huek Finn iz differemt, for he is & socinl outcast and has ho place
to belong to. He is o uniqua figure guite detached from the
soclety:

Huckleberry come and went, at his

oun . free vill, He slept on door—

steps in fine wemther and empty

kogsheads in wet; he 2id not have
te o to achoel or to church, or
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e¢all eny being macter or obay ahy=
bady: ha eould gv fiching or swime
ming vhen and vhere he choge, and
stay as long as it euited bim;
nobody forhade him ta fight; he could
it up as lete as ihe pleased; he was
alwnys the firgt boy that went
barefoot in the gpring and the lact

~ to resuma leather in the £511:; he
naver had ¢ wazh,; nor put cn
clean clothes; he could awenr woh-
derfully., In n word, sverythiagz
thaot gees to maike llfe preclous,
that btoy hgd. 3o theught avery
karassed, hrnmpered, reggucta‘ble
boy in £t, Peterstmre,

0f coursa Toim, e= gny other boy would, envies Huck's plorious
sutcast condition end hic migue indepchdence. JHuck'e independence
marks the highest degrea in Twaln's creaticn of boysy for in his
later works his other boys are gradually deprived of such indepen«

dance until they became victims of conditlom. Tom xn2d ether boys

n

in the willage are forbldden to communicnte with Huck since Huck -
is coneidersd a mocial oubcast, idle, lawless and vulpgar. However,
Tom ls the {irst boy who doreas to break the ban, Ee plays with
Huck evary time he gets o chobce for he admires his devil-may-eanre
attitude, He then persuades Huok to join hip soclety. Huck ie
endowed with common-gense. bMany times he con see clesrly cnough
that Tomts romsntlc impginetion le ueunlly nonéseneslcal. Yet, he
has to comply with Tom gince he prefers to be in the gong rather
than to suffer hig former lonely conditilon.

Though Twain primarily intends The Adventurss of Tom Sauyer

to be g childron's story cnd to entertnin bo¥s and girles, he puts

very mich of himcelf jinto the book: his memdry of childhoad
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experiences, bles nasthlgia for a-xuuth'a parﬁdiaa and hies fondly
sotiric mccounts of a rivermtown, . Since the book iz o history of
2 boy, Twain knous well where to stop., If the story comtinues,
the book chall become the hiatur& of 2 man, Therofore, ha decldea

to end tha book vhen Tom/i¥111 a boy.
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