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It i 5o glorious that you 1ike Tom Sawvyer

50 Wellawashs to that last chapter, I

thirl; of just leaving it off and adding
nothing in its place. Something told me

that the book wmps done vhen I pot to thot pnzl.nt
= anid s0 the stroag tedptation to put Huck's
1life at the Hdow's ints detsil, instosd of
generzlizing it in & perzgraph, was rasisted,
w= From Tusints letter to Heovrells, Mov,23,
1875, 67

CHAPTER V THE ADVENTURES OF HUCHLOBERRY FIIN

The Adventures aof Huckleberry Finn is a sequel to Toa

Spwyer. The book is 2 good cxample of Tweipn's woll-knoim habit of
composing under the lnspirstion of the mouent znd then putting the
manuzcrint acide vhen that ﬂriginal impirce beconc dGindnished. At
the cnd of Tom Saiger Tw:in viag tempted to doceribe in detzll Huck's
1ife at the WHdow's but he geve up the ides. However, the publi-
cation oi Tom Eruyer proved such o success that Twzinm therefore
begen onothor boy book relating the gdventures ¢f Huck. Yot, zz he
went alonpg Twaln found himgelf 1n difficulty conceorning the ontcoma
of the hook. The flrst zesctlon was iTitten in 1876, Near the end
cf tupter 16 Tueln could not sce clearly wherc he was going pnd lald
agide hig menugerint. Twzin'"g narrative plan copoe into didFleunlties
efter Huck pnd Jim phove off in hagte from Juckcon's Icland to
escupe the lmmedi-te donper of the sleve hunters Huﬁk hes lenrned
gbout from Mrs. ﬁﬁftus. The rzft flogts cloag the river corrylng
the tww fugitives until st the bogineing of chepter 15, Huck ﬁlmns to
6all the r-it vten they reach Colre, andé Zcot on a strosmbont end
travel uwp the Chio where they will ke out of troubls among the frec

stetes, But they drift post Ceiro in the fag and thoir canee
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diﬂnppaarg while they are slesping, Huch and Jim therqfnrl drift
ﬂn-hstrgam with the curreant, seaeking a npﬁnca to buy & canow tﬁ g0
heok. And the atory lm abandoned here for Twailn'a plot had taken
a shape that was difficult tc deal with. ﬁu d14 not know how he
could juetlfy hie runaway elave drifting deeper and deeper 1lnto
glave territory.

After an interval of thrae years, Twaln took up the
manutcript again in 1879, By thie time he had a differwnt plen
for the story. Instead of concentrating on Huck'e and Jim'e escepe, -
he hegen a critical desoription of the prewar socisty of the South
sean through Huck's innocent syss, Therefcre, Chaptere 17 and 18
ere devoted to the Grangerford housshold and the feud. Meanwhile
Jim has disappeared from the etory, Howsver, leter Twain found a
way o combine socilel satire with Huek's and Jim's jourcay on the ‘

8 Huek's apd Jiz‘a

raft by inotroduoing the Doke and the Kin%;a
quast for freedom has failad; only the outward form of ths journey

16 retained, Tsmaln solves hias plet problem facllaly et the and by
raveerling that Jim has heen frewd in Miea Wateon's will. Thus in

terme of the plot reaeon for thelr journay becomes pointless, Aand

yot, hecause the book is &o iﬁportant to the dsvelopment of American
fietions, 1t i ono of the most importsant journeye in American literaturas,

Tealn obviously intended to oapitalize on the success of
Tom Sawyer by writing another bosok using the same characters, tble
tims wih Huck in the apotlight. But Huck Finn ie & very different

topk indesd., The reader kpowa, for example, frem the first sentence

that someathlnz new has baen sdded:
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You don't know about ma, without

you have read a book by the name of
The Adventurss of Tom Sawyer, but
thaot aintt no matter. That book

vwag Made by Mr, Mark Tusin, and he
told the truth, mainly. There were
things which he stﬁetchad, but mainly
he told the truth,%9

Thus, the book is distlnguished by the use of firsteperson
narrative technique, Twrin makes the boy of thirteen-years old
tel) hile ovm story in hig own vernscular idiom, The uge of Huck's
narretive volce givee many benefits, It resolves the diffculties
about point-of-view zmd style vhich had occurred in Twpin's carlier
works. Tvmin wogrs the mask of Huck anﬁ Flvaes his idezas through
the mouth of the bay snd avolds annoylhg tbe readers with his
prezching. Basldec, in letting Buck relate his own adventures in
iz boyish sapression, the book becomes rcallstice and gaineo ctylimtic
unity,

Angther advantege of Huek's narrative is the folk beauty
cf the wernscular idiom. Huek's wonder at the naturel world pround
kim i= bemnutifully expressed. Huck, an ignorant boy, and the runawsy
plave Jiz lie on the reft surrounded by the beauty of the phyalcal
worM snd exprese thesir feelings about neture in some of the most
lyrical papscfes in Amerdcan literature:

We had the sky up there, all specklod
with starn, apd we used to lay on

cur backs znd look up st them, ond
dlscuss about wbether they wos made

or only just hgppencd. Jlm he allowed
they was made, but I allowed they

heppeneds I Jjudged it would hove
took too long to make so mony. Jim
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selid the moon could a laid themy
well, that looked kind of reazoneblce,
ge I didott say nothing against it,
bacauge I've seen a2 fyrog legy moct as
many, so of course it could be done.
e used te wateh the gtars that fell,
too, and see them streak dowh. Jim
allowsd they'd got spoilcd and wvas
kovo out of the nest,90

Although both of them are illiterate, thoir discussion raflects
their intimate pergonpl lnmowledge of nature. The paosege is rich
ti.th the beauty of the wvernaculor idlom and fresh vision of the
bezutles of the natural world.

Agein, the deacription ef the sunrlise on the Missisedppd
River iz ianocently and freshly reported through Huck's cyes. The
deseription is truthfel and reslistie aecerding to Huck's feeldnge

and wvinoigng

Hext we zlid dnto the river...

ond watched the doyllght come, Not
a sound anywheres =~ perfectly stiil-
Just 1like the whole world wos
noleep.«..The first thing you see,
looking owsy over the water, wae

g kind of dull lines: that wars the
woode on t'other slde...then a

phle place in the sky; then more
palenees spreading around; then the
river softened up away off, and
werentt blpolk eny more, but groy
you could ses little dark spots
grifting along ever go far away =-
trnding sc¢ows, and such thinga,..
and by and by you could ses n streak
on the water which you know by the
look of the streclkt that there’no m
snag there in z swift current wvhich
breaks on 1t end mnakes that streshk
look that way:; and you zsees the mist
curl up off of the weter... and the
river, and you melke out o lop cebin
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in the edge of the wods, away on

the benk on t*ather gids of the
rivear, being o vwodyard, 1lilrely,

and piled by them cheats =0 youw can
throwr a dog throupgh it anyvherecs
then the nice breeze springe up, ond
comeg fanning you from over there,

so cool gad fresh snd sweet to cmell
on account of the vwads and the
Novers; but pometimes not that

vay, becausa they've left dend fish
laylegy aoround gere and surch, snd they
do get pretty ronki and next ¥You've got
the full dpy, ond everything emiling
in the gun znd the song-blrda just
going it.91

Huck sets up the picturc of sunrisge 1n a simple and
collogqulel way, wsing familiar wvordo: "perfectly still," "“nice
breeze," “ecool and fresh and gwset," "poleness spreading around,™
vte. The possage is accurate, unliterary and beeutiful, Besides,
frecshness of vieien is achlieved through the use of varnacular
language, The achievement is an improvemsnt on Twaln's deploticon
of landscape in Roughing It, discussed earlier, When writing in
his own voice, Tvmin can't help following the stale romantic
vocebulory nf?igth century. Huclt's deacription of the punrice is
an attempt by Twoln to escapes from the conventional landacape
idiom of hiz tims. Beogides, it emphoplizec Twaln's aearch for reallsm:
¢ faithful and realistic mods of expressing =xactly vhat ¢ne sees.
Huck gaes both the boauty end the ugliness of the river., He admires
the chgaming rcflecticon aof the sun on the river vhen the sun is
rigings =t the gome tinc he polnts out 1ts Jdangerous silde: the snag,

an: obetoele to the bozt which comes drifting along the river.
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Huck can hear birds singing. and smell the fresh cvmwet smoll of
flovers. Yet hiz noge recognizoeos tho 5mei1 of the dead fish lying
around the bank, BHias deadriptinn of the mmodyard and the spaces
batwesn tho logs which are larga.aﬁongh to “throw 2 dog through"

arc both a funny andrealistic couaparison, Thip detall also dlsplaeys
o choracterdctic turn of Huck's mind, for it is the dishonesty of the
work that he notices,

Thoe mozo zignificant thing 1s that Twrdn portrays hls
varBzcular Rarrator with human depth, Buck 1g geen as a soeclal
outcegt, ighorant and illiterzte, contradicting the morc}t code of
a society built er sglavery. Huchk i1a indecd the represchtative Ameri-
con SnutﬁiEStern boy who has the richt te frec himgelf from
civilization and ite imparatives. Before hls meeting with the
Tunavay slave on Jeackron's Islsmd, he hes rejected 211 wighns of -7
eivilization: veoring ghoss, formal clothes, Sund-y =chool, regular
kours, prayer boocke and domegtic hygiens., A4t the gzme time, Huck
cannot bazr ths dreadful brutality of his father. In comlng in
contact with Jim, Huck's prejuviices agalnet Negroes zre graduanlly
destroyed, He linde in Jim innstc msnlineso, gentleneas,
falthfulneza, sympathy and paternsl affecticn urknown to him
befora. Thess 2re the very gqualities Huck longs for. Huck lesrna
the meaning of humen relationghip :nd Iklendlinose throuch the fog
and nnskg-bite epigodesn.

Heny Bioes Huck is torn batween the conflicting codas of

saﬁiel ond y»eliplous conventlons oné the natursl feecling welling
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up from within, This is tho paradox that the book is built on, and
it milrrors cone of the impor;t.-_nt paradoxes ef 1life. In fact, wvhat
wo call "eonscience" is soncthing derdved from soclety. Huck's f
prajudicas agelnst Wegroese sre leposed on him hf goacial znd raliﬁiuﬁs
teachings, and they strongly shase his mindg sné thiniking ahout the
portralt of the Hepyoa. Tet doep down ik his heoart Huck has a
feeling that tho fundzmentel socia) elhie As porhaps wrongithoqgh
he 15 unable to conclude that the soclety im corrupted and thinks
lnstasd that he 3z 2 sinnor. Ee succunbs to the natural feeling
of his heart cven though he feels guilty in doing so, His decision
to stard by Jim confirmg his separation from the sccial imperatives.
Buck's separaticn from scclety 1s of course convincing because of
hig :cutcast. condition, Huck dees not belong to the gociety like
Tom and other boys who are m part of society end bound to its
coaventinng.

Az they travel to Coiro, the great morsl crisls occurs
~when Huch recllzes for the first time that he has helped o runaway
elave es¢cype from his rightful owmmer. This means he is stealing another
A=an's property; snd vhen Jim mgkes ebongh money to buy or steal hle
wife or c¢hlldren thﬂt will accumulate the evll, Huck sees himgelf
committing o siﬁ.agﬂinst the dictum of the sacredness oi property.
Hovever, Huck's natural iumanity:und Jim's confidence in Huck's
Eoodnecs push kim to struggle agsingt the coeinl code gnd the
chureh tegchings, Huck cnuragenuslr'adherea te the morel truth of

hisz heart when he confronts the slsve-hunters coming zlong the Qhic

River. Tuey zuspect that Huck le concesling o slave on the roit.
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Huck admiie that there 1s z man an the raft but is hesitating as
he tells the lie that the méin is white. The men then decide they
1ill o to sea for themsclV¥es. Ruck suddenly telle them that the

men is Mis pep snd thet he is sick.

Pop'll bo migchty.much obleeged to you...
Everybedy goes cvay when I vant

them to help me tow the raft ashore,
snéd I can't do 1t by myseli.

Uifell, thet's infermal meen. 0Od4d, too.
S0y, boy, what's the matter with your
fathore"

"Tt's the - 2 = the - well, it zin't
anything much,"

They stopped pullinge..

figaet her back, John, set backi¥ smp¥s
ones They boekad wotar, Y“HKeep zual¥,
bOF ==«e:Your pz=pte ot the smcll-
TOX+s» Why didn't you comz out and

gay =07 Do you went to spresd it

nll over??

Huek'’s wondorful lle stops the slave-huntsre. They even pity Huclkk's
poor father (cnd feel rullty cbout not holping) cnd donzte a gum

of money for him. Wth briei advice, they hurry cway without agking
to investigzte the raft,

In Chapter 71, Huck meets his sacond menﬁal struzgle. After
he hers lesrned that the King hzg goldé Jim to Silas Phelps, Huck
thinks of wuriting & letter to Miss Watson telling wherc Jim is,
sinee Jim iz her possession. But then Huck reclizas thot Hiss
Watson wonld be likely to sell him down the river cgoin os a
punichment for running away. Moreover, people wlll denounce Huek
for helpins Jim to get his freedom., 1In this way, Huck comes to

brood over the wiecredngas of the crime, He is nfrald of tho

-
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everlegtieg fire and %tries to pray but the words won't cone outb,

Be then writes o letter to Mies Yatson ta case his traubled conscidnce. -

After that ke feels washed clean of sin: dut suddenly the picture of
Jig rises before his mind, His mcmory of Jin's lindness and goodness
dofies hlg comgclonece, Huck teara up the letter and declares to

etznd f{rmly by Jim
" 3 ' : w23
A1l ripht, then, I*ll go to hell.

The secount of Auclkk'e pents]l gtzugsles parks the emotional
climex of the Yook, ZJuck detaches himgsl{ fron the debised social
volues of 8t. Fetorsburg. Ha realinos that he is & seocizl outcant.

I wnlc teke up wickedness agsin,

which wes in iy lino, beling

brung up to it znd the other

wasattr.9
Huck ther Sefinitely determines to help Jim gcdn his fresdom. In

doing eo, Huck is convinced that he is committirng & texrrible sin

agalnst hls conscience and society.

Similarly to Tom EZswyer, in Buck Finp Twedin porcdies the
kind of writing he desplses -- centimentsl vriting, The poetry in

the serap~book written by Emmeline Gringerford is the same ltind

of composition written by young lzddee to be reaé on the “Excminztion®

dzy in Tom Sawyer. Twoin makes fun of guch writing throuph Huck,
Huck, o gocizl outcast with no zriistic training, honestly cond
innocently preoises Emmgline's poctry written in memory of Stephen

Dowling Bots, o boy who hed follen down o well snf weps drowvned:
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Ode to Btophen Dowling Dots, Dec'd.
And d41d young Stephen sickan,
And 414 younp Staphen dis? :
And dic the s2d heartas thicken,
Add did the mournexs cry?’’
Mo: such wuss mot the fzte of
Young Stophen Dowdlng Bots
Though s24 hearts round him thickened
*Twas not from glcimess' shert.

&AW P P W e Ry kR AN A A w R

.Ohy no., Then liet wvith tearful eye,
Whilst I his Zate do tsll,
Hin souwl did from this cold Enrld Ily
By fzlling down & well,?
The poetry is sentimentelizcd nonsense. Emmeline wrote it

just Leczuso 1t ollowed her to weep over the cad eventi. Huck is

efozad by it npd hag nothing but preilse for it]

It s very good pnctry.gﬁ

Hs even iriss to “sweat out!" z verse or two as o tributs te her
btut he fnils. But on the othar hand, when ke sees Smmellne's
groatest ploturs -= zn uafinisacd sketeh a young girl in lonpg white
gown with three p-irs of hands stretched out iln different directions
== which the family highly tressured by hanging {Jowers an it every
year, Huck's comron sehse tslla him thﬂ picture is not art. To him,
the 7irl loocke "too spidery."g? (Zmmeline huad planned to paint out
the tvo pairs of srmys she didn't like, but died before she could).
Thue, ironieplly Huck's inpocaont eye cun goe throuwgh sentimentzlity
and pretensions of Southorn culture.

Twain's complicated pointwof-view ig seer in hip attack on

the be( toste o the Southorn poople. Ihstead of havlng to rely
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on direct; straightforward ptatemont, Twpin cean ironleally make

Huck gdmire the provinecizl tasteof the Grangerfordm

evastheie vos a blg outlandich parrot
¢l egch side ¢f the clock, D=de aut of
somothing like chellk, srd nointed

up goudy. By one of the perrots was &
cat made of crockery, and a erockery
dop by the other; ang when yov pressed
dorm on them they sguealtod, but didn't
opeli thelr msuths nor lpok &ifferent
nor interestad. They gauonlied throusgh
wnderpcoth. There wvus 2 couple of
big wildeturkeyewing fzne spread ouvt
boehind those things. 0o s table in
thke middks of the room wzs = lrlnd

oi o lovely crockery bazkst thot

hud opples and oranges o=nd peaclhes

zad pgrzpes piled up in it, which

waa wuch redder cnd yellower and nret-
tier then rocl ones 1z, but thoy
warn't reol teczuse Hou could sec
wvhere pleces had got chipped off

end showed the vhkite cholk or ~heta
ever it wgs uwndernenth.?

Huek, lacking any experience in matters of taste, lorocently
cidmires what ka finds stroange in Lhe house to ba lovaely -ond :onderful.

The psscage is an improvement on the trectment of polie subjost in

Life on the Migsingippi, Twsin'c next completod wvwrk. In the o ~

repaxrtaricsl travel book Twaln must usz his owm volce.

Eincg Twodn wrobe Huck Fink by fits cad etarts, the book
hzs o preconciaved plan or corefully structured plot. Yat, tie book
doos have ccrtoin themcs, treated almost musically, to follow uith
their repetitions and varictionz. The beook begine with Huck's first
moral leseon lasrnzd from the widow, The lesson 1o about lHeseo end

Yhe "Bubrushers," a1 Ziblical story vhich hors symbolizos birth.
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It asteblizbhes from the begierning that birth and death will he
gipgnificant thmﬂ@é}ﬁzcur throughout the hook. But Twain wmnts to
diegulse the thoae of rebirthi he therefore characteristically
Dakes a Jjoke o it by portroying Huck beling in o swueat over the
looson end Asltling fun of it himgelf, The story of Hoames is also
syuvolic of redespition from woter, ungjyf course, Huck galos his
sglvation hy uster. after his pretended murder, Huck rmoins
apirituzl renewzl by being symboliczlly reborn. HNow he ruhs oway
Ironm pocicty and his dreadful f£zther. Aftor esltablighing himgelf
with Jin on Jzchkgon®s Iglsnd, Juek finds himself and kis slove
insecure cmong the slaveholding communities zlong the Missgissippi
Rivcer. For thei:z safety, Huck ie obliired to talte up diffarent
1dontities anid keeps on inventing néw stories to disguize the real
onc. Belnp a magnifieent liar, many tizes Huck succesds ~wite wuell
1ith hig elaborzte convineing 1ife mtories, Besliées, his varicuo
identlitien provide the book with excitements ond funny enigodos.
The Missics=ippi River is the centrsl core of the book.
it is not just 2 backeground; it determipas the cction. It Tives
a wnity to Jluck's adventures. Thoush in meny choplerc Huck and
Jin zre not on hoard tke reit; the osutusnrd cppoerrnce of the journoy
aotm the river ig rotained throupghout the book. Besides, the river
is the vchicle for Huck's escape from civilization =né Jim's flight
for frcedom, It olaoo providas g coreunity oa the raft vetwson Huek
and Jim., They both [ind decp hmmon values vroviouvsly liltle-knowvm

to them: miople fellowwhip, Antus]l Rindneds, self-rellonee, humen
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dlpnity and equality and =z general hermony in hunan relstionshins.

‘But when the tvo vapzbonds, the Duxe and the Elangy join them, B

gclfishnezs and hypoerisy destroy this idesl commumity,

Another theme of ftho book iz Huck's scarch for o fothor.
Having lecrned cbout his son's wecslth, Pap suddenly wozppnezrs to clainé'
Ruclke :emli get the money. He denounces dAuck for the civilised hgbite
the Widow and idge Wnteon hove dlpoced on him, He then takes Huck
to live with him In 72 cgbin in the wwods snd trects hin bruteslly.
Huek killa n hog and smears itz blooed on hls clothes znd on the [loor
a5 tho zvidence of hiz derth before he escopes dowvmn the river., Mony
times Pup in compnred to = hog in thoe boolk cud it cymbolimcy filth
and ignorsnce and moral peverty. Thus, in killing ¢ hog, Huchk is
symbolicclly Iilling his fother., Hig trip dowm ths river 1s
syobolicelly « senrch for a new fother to replocce the uvnuvorthy
one. In Jim, he Finde spentzneous aifectlon ond poternszl cave:
the vory cuslities Huck longe fov.

Through the jouwrney dowvm the rivazr, tho innocent Tuek is .
cxposcd ko 2 worldd of 211 sorts of horrora ~-~ oefnly man belng
valrind to man. The communitlos on the beonks of the river represent
sociczl constructs bosed on differoat systoms of vrluea, nono of them
vhelly admirsbla, fhe frrther Gaowm the river the trip wroceeds, the
more darlcly the viplion of nan cad the wizion of ﬂ;cricm rre nortreayed.

Doth Huchk and Jin zre swuare of the eorigtencs of evil in
eoclety vhon they first come upon = fleoztinp housze on the i:lanﬁ.
3imilerly te the cave in Tem Sawysr, the hounse 1z the plsce vhers
evil lc exposed €5 Hueck -né Jim. Thej mect there o corpso lying

on the loor phet in ths bactk, old hezaps of greasy cords scattered
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Arouns, 2A0ty Tottlorn, madio, obmecmn vornds cpd pdeturos oz tho
1A%, 2082 wnch s undoreciothion, o By Zorloo MRAYe, o halebot,
o woocen Lag, ntn.gg Doth Husk i Jina cen thdy PFourc -0 o O¥otosisus
wi-ga, o airhtmara, Put thn ooro they troen)l Oniy tho mrsy, the -
noy2 convinginrly ovil iz nad to thrya

iouth of Jte Loulo Huelr ol Jim comz uweom the (aeel; ¢f Cho
rte-nbont Prltor Scott? thero they Find ;. 2rng of anrdcror:’, viaiant
ond drordful, tre~choroun £nd reody for monoy. Phoe ctormbort ic
symbolic-lly nomad, I chors Timints boldef thot the volucs of tho
sGouth howa Beoon coproded portly by cn rddiction to $tho (reoly
novelo qad o slardiflied, rom-ntic AD-Gc of _1!-:01;‘3 o~ tho 2ot 3omd
ef miptkly ehdivrlry. Twednts: criticirm of the Ceouth, rn oobodled
in the nsme of the bo-t, is cltopethor chrrocteorintiec. lNe
oriticdlzen "outherf oclety 4in the oome cpirit Eo oftocln: Jopnorts
rtyla or prroldes the pliprim: rhoprodicdng: ever the (uin ol the
HLh-gt “uppor.'t

Durdny; the sep-ration of Huck ~nd Jim c¢:uced by the
oBnohing of - sotergbost through the raft, Huck fnd: him~elf in the
rocicty of m ~rintoer-tlc 6l-n, the Groagerfords. Duck'r ocxnorience
throughout thir epl-wdo loys open = poclety in which high civitiz-tion
riner thyoush brut-lity rnd crudity end ¢ draadful tr:'.r!:lt:loﬁ af
fondy ek - ccomprnien Buck, o thirtesn-Yanr-old bey of (cntle
Yoo, to ths firht tAth :nother crigtecratic clra, the !‘hesherlrop:.
Duck'= dooth aipnifies tho Anhwe-nity of tho Sauthorn ~ricteer-tic

50 0. Duck fcel- cdek -nl refuten to commant on hin Jocliln; ;- ~boub



Buck'z donth, Huek is very fleod to meturn to the xeft cdth Jin
~0d ogecpe from tha fouda, _

In Oriclavillo, Huchk wltnoosen brutolity in cocicety, Colanel
Chorburnas'c cold«blooded murder of¥ Bogpe, the towm drunkord. Tho
drunlken but karmlaenc Boggs threcstens the colonel cnd in onser the
latter chocte hin dovm oh the mzin strest. & curious ool pushes
1%z woFy to ooteh a glimpae of Bopggs 1ying dylni in the arus-tore.
Huclkk followsn the -ngry mob -5 it -pprocches the colonel!s houce.
Thoy 21l agrec thot Eherburne chould be lyncheod, They then Lurry
fo the bhouse -ad yeollt madly ~long thoe uny. Tet, when they re-ch
~the ploees, tholr eoursfme end saser are toped by Zhorburnotc
contemptunus apecch,. Thae eclonel dcfiez tho cob rith bhis scornful
courspe:

I Moo yeu clesr through....Tho

overcge Mal's o ¢oaTrd....The cvernge
m-n don't like trouble and d:Rger....The
pitifull amt thing out in o moh;

thatt's what an orey is — o mb; they
don't fight with courage thoat's bhornm

in tbhan, Tut wlth couruge thot'z bor-
rowaed from thelr masx, and from thelr
officors..« Kow the thing for you to

do, 1in to droop your tezile and go

home and erswl in o hole....Fow, lezve «= 100

Sherburne bslongo to the serieno of Twain's characters who
cre inoleted nbovo the moh by tholr perconsl foree r~od intelloctusl
cuperiority, They ore contemptuoup of monkind. Suwech ¢ gcornful
attltuée ~~ the colonel’s :dll becerse ctronger in Tiorin®s 1:-tor
¢harcoters of the anme type. In foect, the eclonel i Turin's firot
colf-projecction of himnelf who reflects Twoin's cttitude to

ponkind in generzl. The colonel Sig tho firot toptcotive mouthpleco
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of theso thoughts. Later 1t 1= all tco.clear that this =ttltude
irn exactly Twein'e own.

| Iz meeting wilth & pair of eﬁoundrels, the false Duke of -
Brildgevmter and Dauphln of France, the ldezl happlnesgs on the roft
la destroyed. These representatives of the wiékedness of the =oclal
order c¢onms lovading the raft. They fool Huck and Jim with thelr formerxr
life-gtories in order to teke over the raft snd freat them as
their servants., Huck'z common senge bBisufgsihim that they are both
liars and frauds, but he makes no mova to eécape them. The tuwo
fakos contrdve many schémas to collect dishonest money znd cheagt
people vhenvver they have thée chance. The King's flrst scheme 1s
te go to é campe=macbing, tﬁe plaice where pecple are pathered fer
a frenrzled religious ;ervine. In this scens Twein wpnts to ghow
the fzlae valuss of thipg goert af relision. There iz o lot of singlng,
shouting, weeping and groaning zs the preacher procoeds.wlth his
sermon. People fling themselves down on the [loor. OQne contt make
out vhet the preacher is saying becausa econfusion reipns over the
place, Iz such an atmegphere, the king perceives a chpqce to malke
some money., He introduces himsslf to the meeting =5 a converted
pirate who hos the good intention of turning his felleow~pirates to
the path of virtue, People are moved by his 1ife story and take
up A eollecticn for him:

S50 the king went z11 through the

growd wlth his hat, swasbblhg his

eyec, and hlessing the people ond

praiging them z=nd thanking them for
baing o good to the poor pilrates
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eway off there; and overy 11it]le
while the prettleat kind of
§lels, with tears running devn
their checksy would up and sek
him would he let then deo him
for to remembher him by; and ha
aluays dome it.lCl

When the king returng toa the raft, he finds he has collected elghty-
geven dollarg and peventy=five cents.
Another plan to make money is to beve =z first-claoss

Shekegpenviar. revivel, the balcony ecene in Romec and Juliet and the

pword=-fight in Richaord I1I. The performance proves a fallure. They

therefore arronge g performance of emceedingly low comedy, the

Hoyel Nomesuch. Thls tima the plan works and they colleet much :
monsy through cheating the paopla with thelr rldiculous vulgar
performance. They succeed An estaping the revenge of the towns
people. IAnother eplsode ghowing the tws =coundrels plan to toke
over cthers! property 1s vhen they fleece the Wilkesg girls by pre-
tending thnt they ara tha two Engligh unclesg they are weiting for.
Though this time, through Huck's lnterventlon, they are caught, they
succeed in eccaping to the raft.

Huck's experience with the two frauds mskes him realize
even Mere cstrongly the witkednass found in the socinl order. A1
the time, Hihck arnd Jim try to compromise with the king =nd the
duke by letting them have thelr own wey and by letting them sleep
inside the ghelter cn the raft. For Jim'e gefety, Huck tells them

from fhe first time he meets them thoat Jim 1z his only proporty left
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in the world, Tet, later on, the two fakes codsider Jin "“our nigger¥,
tthen they are short of money, they sell Jim snd taoke the monay to
sot up a new performance of the "Royal Nonesuch'" in Pilkesville.
Huclk ie sickened by their selfighnees, wlckedneas anEJthn:riEE.
Yet, at the end, when Huck lesrnas that the townspoople know about
their foke show which is going to. be parformed in the tovm, Buck
persuades Tom te warn them about the approaching danper. .This
setion is en evidence that Hueck's zood will shines brightly amd -
riighs supreme in the book, mo matter how wicked and unkind the
Eing and the duke had been to him gnd Jim. But Huck and Tom arrive
too lote and see the duke znd the king belng rddden cut of the
negrby towvn on a rail, surrounded by a howling mob, Huck gpecks from
his heart &hd spesks for humenity:

It was o drosdfel things to pee.

Humrn beings can be awful eruel
to one znother,102

It ghould be noted that the book is onc ©f the last a2nd
greatest childroen of Southwestérn humor, Huck telle his own story
in the Southweatern idliom Qitbnut a framewerk technique just as in
the Sut Lovingood stories. S5inoe the hook was writtem by flts and
starts, there are many improvigped episodes Twain fitted into Lhe
book, Some of these pre influenced by Twain's forerunners, the
Southwestern humorlsts, The camp-mecting eplgode 1lc directly

borrowed from Hooper's Simon Suggs' Adventures ahd Traovels,

dIzeussed earlier. Chaptenll, the King "Sollermzn" dialogue, is
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a literary conedian get=piece and wecs exactly the same joke as the
aceount &i Brigham Young's many wives in Hou __.E It. The Jim we
know.le lost éuring thls chapter and zppears as a minstrel Negro,
dizrect from the vaudeville estage. ‘ Though Jim appenrs inconsistent
to his character in this chaptey, the humorouns meterigl iz more
than just funny, for it crestes continuity iep the book. Jim's
discusslon of royalty end the French lenpguege iz an intro&gctinn ta
the fake Dauphin, znd the "Duke of Bricgeurter). Since _I_l_lm_!: Finn
1s a novel, and a picaresque novel at that, such continmuity of
slements is necessarys Thus, the tedmigue of humorgus devices in
Buck Finn ig an artistic improvement on the humorous devices in

Rcughing It In Roughing Ii, comlc eplsodos are extended jokes

written cut nccording to sudden ingpirztion, Of coursz Rowghinpg
It doesn*t Jpeed as much coherence of materlals since it le a
travel ba:ﬂ;;'

The euding of Huck ¥inon proves a fallure vhen Tweln brings
us bPack to the world of the romantic Tom with = complicoted ang
nacdless plat for rescuing.J:im from captivity. Wherh Huck arrives
rt the Phelpacs' plentation where Jim is belng held for reward,
he learng that the Phelpsez are in fuct Tom's relatives and that
they ore axpecting 'f-:um's vimit. Thus; incldenteily Huck is
rlunged into ahother identity for the Phelpses assume him to be
Tom Sﬁwyer. Shortly zfter, Tom himself comes alo_ng ocnd meets Huck
when Buck is halfewsy uwp to the towm to fetch down his own bapggage.

Huck leaves the dlfficulty to Tom to solve. Too cleverly takes
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the role of 51d, his brother, and both Tom and Huck dedicate
themeelves to frecing Jin. Jim's escape 1s managed with compliecated
romantic 1ntriguﬁ and «ith elaborate burlesque that doesgrn't ring
true in o povel that had been so essentially serious. In spite ef
Tom*s Mnouledga of Jim's having becon freed in Miss Vatson's vdill,

he withhelds the informatian in erder to play & crucl and
meaningless geme. Jim ig not treated lilre 2 human being when he

ic surrounded by all sorts af enimals, rats, spiders pnd rottleshakes
to be tamed. In facty, Jim ¢=n escape simply by someone stealing

& ey and opening the door of the cabin for him, PBut Tom lneists
upon umleccessary ¢rdal means that imitate the books he has read.
Though Jim cgn 1lift the bed to rclease bhis choin fron the leg, he
mugt ggwr through the 19#, eat the mawdust zad cover the savenmrks.
Though Jim cennot write, he must kesp a jouwrmal on z shirt smltten
in bBlacd and must serateh secrcet messages on thoe backs of tinplates.
Though Jim is on the ground, he must make a rope lndder. These
comic elements nre mot funny but gtrzined and out-ofaplzco. Ae a
whole, the Phelpees eplscde Is o palnful disappolntment. There are
melodromatic incidents at the ¢nding which pull down the bosk from
the highest level of achievement: o vigit from Aunt Polly, the
revelatlon of Jim's freedom end Pap’s decth. Twein reclizas that
the book needs 2n erding but he doesn't kmow how to cnd it. He
tries %o cover up a leck in the book and instinctively returns the
story to Tom Sawyor's world ia which Huck znd Jim..ezre subordinatc

ty Tom. Tom Szawyer would never have trisd to froe o slave unless
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he wuns slready freo. :Hukk would never have subkjected a fellow
humere being o such idlo torturo. The ool onds wlth Huck's
deciaiﬁ:n to detroeh himgelf froo & .. gocietyt

But I rackon I got to light oud

for the territery shezd for the

reat, becmuse Aunt Sally she'se

going %o adopt me and sivilize

me, and I con*t gtand it, I
becn there before.l03

The onding ig Tusin's dasparate' improvisation, Tunin haz o dilemms
ho deoezn't Xnov Mow to solve: how to keep Huck pure, ungpoiled ond
aafe from society. Lettlng Hpck';i]ight out for the territory 1s all
he ¢can do toc preserve hisg innocancs -- and civilieation will no
doubt folloi him,

Degplte the ending, Huck Finn roemains the masterpisce
of Train's writing. It reveals Tuwaln at the highest pezk of his

creztive mchievement. In foet Buck Finn was, tilth The Scarlet

Letter =nd Moby Dick, the third American novel that cch be ¢alled

c;reat.lou Twizin zolzes upon the theme of innocence, his typical thems,

gnd puts 1t 1n the most conccessful artistie form he ever discovered.
Innscence ig of central signiﬂt:!anne to Americzn sxperiecnce,

A country w:i.thuu-t hicstory, Amexrica consbtructed a nationgl myth of

youthk cnd greatsese. It was the lsnd of noture and God's bounty,

but inevitghliy they cut down the trees to let civilizztian preogress,

ond they neve:; got over feeling guilty about it. Buck Finn

captures this essentinl zsmbiguity in aporiecnn experionce, Elft-:ain,

like m=ny of his fellow-countrymen, was reluctant to celebrnte
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mechanical progresz since 1t %rnught kim gome problemsa he could
oot sgolve. Besldes, it zlso deprived him of the 1dyllic happineas
of his village chil dheod. Tﬁnin there fore fecaptures that lost world
pf inmgcent men in the midst of azturg. The world of that sliver
iz a beautiful ome, but Tuairn kmows that there is evil all slong
its banks.

Buelk Tino revepls Twein at the height ofrgower51 The usge
of ths veorpzeulsr 1dilom, Regro specch, and the firgbperson give
it special significance. In -addltion, Twein is at this wohenl at
= point of hrlaoncc between innocence end evil. Ea stlll cherishes
hiz vilsion of inmocence thoush Hﬁ?k rmugt light out for the
territory =% the end. Yet, Huck's purity, iznnocent zocd will arc
2% least tsmporarily preserved. At the sops time on ineisive
critlcisn of Americon river-torma =- znd by extensisn ol Agerican
zocisty =~ iz briliiantly presented through the innoceont syes of

boyhood, The bslancec of innacence and evil tinz in noeither way.
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