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Wowr cane ¢ diversioms e heard shrieks and yelle,

apd soon @ iomin cage runndng and crying: and seeing

our Sroup, she [luzz herself lato our widst and beppud
for protscticn. & mob of peopls came tearing after

hov, sou? with torchss, and they sald she was a witeh
o hné caussd saveral cowe to die by a stramge Giseice,
ond proetisoed hor artes by help of a devil in the forn of
& wlick gat., Thig poor mmonoan had been atonzd until shoe
havdly looled hwicn, sha vrila aag hﬂt§§sed and bloo&y.

"Me cob wanted to bern her., == p. .

CHAPTER VII A COMIECTICTT YANKEE IN EING ARTHUR'S COURY

In i Cosn cticnt ¥ okee in Eing Avthur®s Court, Twaln

gselzes upon @ brillicnt choice for a fantastic plot: the juxto-
position of Gilded Agc Ancxicl &uﬂ'Eing Arthur's Court. Bis
originzl 1dco for the book ig ubsut o Hartfard man somchouw
tranepoegcd inte Kng Arihwr's tims, He intende 1t te be o
historiccl »oounce, both huwrlorous and sordlous, dexlling with
medicval Enzgl: nd oni fnerie.n contsppesrary lilfe infi?th contury.
Sueh o Juxtipositlon wonld offer grent ppportunities for comic
altuatlen ~nd foo goeci:l cviticizo, the two types of writing
Twaln felt moot coufort:ble deing, =nd the idea of the juxta-

pesltion wos th: oripin.l gonecic of the novel:

The story ion't 2 satire peeuwldiarly,
it ic fore copoelolly o econtrast.

It curcely cahlvdts under high 1ights,
s Codly %}fﬁ of the time= and that
of taamy.}?f I zmn only aftor the 1life
of thit Sy, th-t 1g z:11: to piecture

ié; to tvy to ot into 1ty to geo

hows £t fo0lo & soome....0f course in r
ny ciory I chzll leavs unsmlrched &
unbolittlod the zezat & bgoutdful

chireeters drsvm by the master hand

of old if levy.l22
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To anceomplich this plaﬁ, Tw2in necds & vernacular heyo
to be the reprosentntive of the Anervieans: In introducing hipscell
at the beginnins of the atrrative, Hank Horgan le exaetly the can

Tvodin wvantis:

I oo nin Anerican, I was born and
rrarsd do Howrtford,,...830 I am a
Yonlzuo of the Tonpheos =- and prace
tieals vos, noavly borren of
gontimont, 1 zuppese == or

poctry. .. (ubls) to mzke esverything:
fic, vevolvaergs, cuanon, hoilers,
engdnez, ¢l gsovts of labor-caying
girehiacry, lhy, I could make
anything o bedy wanted ~-=- anythlng in
ghe wovld. .. @nd if thoro waan't any
cuicl noew=fangled ey to nake =2
thing., I cowlsd iunvent ono =- and 126
go iv =3 ocosy o3 rolling off a log.

Thuz, 9y iz 2he dwige of the self-made man wlth the crudcs
aetrength andéd <nowveoy of Sh: Angricun, indivicdual, course opd locking
culturc and ryofin.o:at, tut pessiogsing mochandleal skdll, ingonuity,
practicality, ond invontdvoinoss. Honk 13 swept back in $dnc to thi-
land of Arthw'c Britdn. AZter wiking up, Hank cncountirs o strin-
ger on a hovosbiehk Zvosscd in iron armer from head to heel, with
helmet on his hond. D coos o fureaway town near a windlng rivewr,
he then asks thoe o durc ke 5. Thoe interchange 1es one of the
great ironic nmenconts in Accrictn humor:

FOviCroonos 7Y oo
.a_'}_

d I, pointing.
Poanc o, ood .

i
ho, 127

Teoinls porpost, to contrzst the eivildsotions of the two

different poriods, the Hiddle Ageg cnd modern times, i a promising
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device to Eoin both comie and sorlous effecto. Hank's acconnt of

his journey ia hunmorous sinez it parodies the whole framcwoerk of
medieval lifv, Ho anlios the cntire tradition geem rlidieulous and the
values associztued vith that tradition enpty, falee and viglous,

As the book soum on Twvin boeonszs more and more angry at the meclew:l
govermment and rolision. In faet, the Twsdn we have drapatlizing theso

idcac 1s exactly tho sone Twain we hove in The Innoesnts Abreoad., Thig

15 Mark Twodn, tho Ancerican domocrat.

From the vory boginniog, Hank views Arthurte Birltaia oo an
underdevelopod, boekuird aountry. He therefore determinea to boss the
whole country iAdthin threo Aonths since he is the best-sducated pon
in the Eingdon:

Loolz 2% th: opportunitizsg hore for
o of lingvdlalipgs:, brains, pluck,

apd o catcrpueion te zedlldn 128
apg grow up with thez country.

Hnt s3:0ts 1viking mircelss 4nd convinces the sunperstitious
peopls that haodg o~ grot rngieian. Hiz first miracle, the eclips:,
not only savos his 11f. but cleo polidifies his power and guins hio
homapge Erom th. propls. After the destruction of Merlin's tower,
Hank godips tho titl. of ©m. Boss., 1o is proud of the tltle sine:
it £s gaircd twoough vehi.vimuat, not by birth. From then on, Honk
ects hirzz1f th_ tucl of latreducing the modern gonvenlences and ths

Hee.
heneficcet civilisciion of 19th century. Within seven yaarce Arthus's

Brit2in iz conmlutely chungud and the result i1s incongrucus:



Besidis, hu

vs-Bloavory was doad and gone
and pen woroe sgual before the
tomntion had been cgualized.

“2lomuph, thoe tezlephoae, the
porranth, the typevriter, the
orchine, aud 211 the thousand

1&“}'
The

pho=

seying-=
wAl1ling

~né hondy servants of stean and

elzetricity wvore working their

viy into favor, UWe had & steam—

bout o tie on the Thonea, we
hadl gtomn wi=ships, and the
boginnings of & gheon eomasrel
pledingg I owas gaiting ready to
ot un ssmuedidtden to -dlscover

IH:::EGL.ltﬂ
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Suto up 4 nowspaper, achools, fire d2poartnonic,

inguranec ecoupanles, o Uzst Point cnd o Naval Academf, Protcstant

churches and troveling soosp nissiopazics to econvart people to

bathing.

]

TMMng bt oacforts thr vhole naotlon secording to modern

Amerlcan fi.zhionz.

Sino:

Englend 15 in scus wmys saniler te the nzrrator's tridp o aony

Buropsan courtcins in The Ianecrntz Abiond,
“w_

Both zscume the oono

Honlz 43 o fypic.l Azosdcean heroy Lis trip to mediovil

role of 2 yowin cormongonsiciul wné provineial American who eritici

evary gociil

dispusted

They oo

joueta an’

who azc o

duzle and

orivh

AREE T S K A4 WA

werteouding cxistiag in feundal

+dlling o lictsn to one cnother’s

v thont oy esunt of offensel

Britaln. Honk io

the Imishts of the Round Tables znd thedr mannors.

"~ brapging telc of

Plany o tins I had pgen o couple
e woys, atraniers, meet by ehange,

To him, 4t ia ridiculeus that many knights

arerE to ont nothar are cesily persuaded to engape in
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ond axy aimul toncoualy, "I san
lick {gu," oA 50 at 1t on the
Guot,

And thoy taks pride in thise tradition.  To Hank, the bebavior
131

belonge to childron ozly <’ thus, tho Britich society e HehildXileo ™
gnd stupdd. Apiin, $tho custom of s;peditions in gearch o the Holy :
Grall, whieh vy kpight bos to wndertalte, is to Hank on ebsurd
practice. Th: kndigh%s know asithor whii-e the Holy Gradil ic nor tha
purpoae of the expedibieon, ¥oi, 211 the kmights of the Round Tible
are 1n rapturz over the opportunity for such an adventure,
Todin, tooin, vdeo foin of the Kndght ino armor in the [Ho82o

Agcz by sztting wn o aiebors of Honk clothed in armnr.and cauglng ua o
laugh at Binl:'s physicel ddgcoufort: Ionk is irrltated znd anncycd by
the plate cyver L34 i crfard for dally wear:

a3 wopdiomins: to got hote.onl
ot iy hondliorchicf, ov ol wanted
it o1l tho ino...and so ot laset
I logt vy %coper and endd hane a
ania bBhot weuld fiske 2 sult of armor
1t thout ny wockasts in 1t ....1I bhad
Ly noudizorenictf in oy holmet that
you cant'lt ke off hy yoursclf...and
1o v Dittor and aggraviting to

the 5ot cuont hkeop triekiing
inte oy cyon, and I couldn't

[

d
vl
-
s

ovm
oot L, ..o ol Blon we gtruck
e beh of dust, Aand 1t would
wtle up in clouda and oot ilnto my
nocs and ixdic DU spooz: and Gry s
wite ouiloeson you wmad the hzovier
the fvon cotiled CoUM 0N YOUW. .w
o ily et in throuph the bars and
seiilec dowvn on Oy ooss...l could
wnlw sholzs Dy Dood...be only minded
Jie savldian cpough to choangs from
nces o lin, ond iy to ear and
buzs ond wozms &11 around in there...

R ROy L e R
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&
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This is a funny picture, “uain'u burlepque intends the readers
to sec the ¢omic cidfs of the “rcmantiu" Age of cblwvalzy through
the eyes of o practinal Ancrican heroe Buch moments of conle
Juxtzpogition are the best nomznts of the boolk, |

Trwain's use of humor for brodd comic effect but with an’
- wadercurrent of social criticlsam 15 clearly geen in hio satiro of
the Anerican nauﬁnaper-ﬁuainasa. something hé.had-ﬂatirimed provicui:ly
in thz zarly comie okseteh, "Journalise in Tanneasaee,” The firat
nicpepes Handt 5otz up in Camelot is the "Woekly Homannah and lLiterary
Voleano. vhich relates the hig niracle of the resteration of the
Ibuntain 1n the ?glley ofIHnlinnssa Hanlt facle shocked at his first
glance ot the hecdlines, Buch hoadelines are writton te disguiss
rep&titiuuane:é gf fact under variety of fnnn. T him, thia kind
of vrditing wisht ornec have heen proper and havae berne "airy proceoo
of s@ceah,"lj} but aor it pesma dscordant. It deceives the cye
and eReiton the rocdors «ith Yoew cuticle of unr&a."lju On the
centrory, the "Court Circuvlar,™ whieh 1s written repetitiously,

Ppleanec hin bottor:
Court Cireular

On Monday, the Ming rnrr.la in the park

1" Tuesday, n

" Wednesday, t “ f

¥ Thursdoy, " 4 "

" o poay, °  om "
atordey,

Thic i5 the cincercet cffort to report fact. It 1z sinple,

ddpgnifled;, dlrcet and buainessllike, though it 18 not tha best wvay
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of writing, On the vhole, the newspaper loaks funny, There are
many mistakces in proof-reading, the grammar is “1&&&3,“136 ang

the conetruction io “lane“-lE?

Tet, Hank ironically takes pride
in it. It is sloost an if Tymin 1s parodying hio cwn erusade forh:
the absplute accuracy @f the wyrditten vord, for making longuage
mosh exactily wi%h enpericnce. The monks and tha‘ﬁillngers eonsider
the newspzper & carvellous, holy thldng comdng from some puparnatural
reglon. They have nevaer knovn such masas productlen of paper in
which reports are printed telling abeut important fneldents in the
villare, Henk innocently enjeya this aschlevement: -
Durinz 211 ths rest of the esance
oy power troveloé from group to group
all uz zand dovm and about that huge hal;,
anc oy happy coyc wvas upon 1% slwayse
and I oot notionlages; steoped in
aaltisfnetion, fruank wvdth enjoy-
pents. Yoz, this ima heaven; I
o fasting it onec, if I 133
night nevor taste 11 more.
The zloriont of eonndy in the book 1e gradwenlly dlminished
when Tvoin covorely otioacks the medievnl church and nohility,
In gencrsl, he fonds to viosw the Gatholie Church zs an ebmolutist,
degpotic orgonicolicn that cpcourages ignoranee and superstitien.

Both the chureh ond tho noblea exploit the people and treat theo

as sloveg:!

Tae nosk of Hing Arthurts Britleh nation
©were slaves, pure and simplea.sss

They irinnad theoselvos Men

nnd fremficn, The truth waa, the

natlon neo » tody wox in the world
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for ome object, end one only:

o grovel bafore Iving and Chureh

and nﬂhlﬂi to alave for thei, swaat
bleod for them, starve that they
olght be fed, work ‘that they mighs
ploy, drinlk mlsery to the dregs that
they oligh% be happy, €o nakoed that
they Dight weer silks snd jowels,
pay ¢tnres that they might be sparad
fron paylng tham,,.l39

As 1n The Innacents Abrogdy Twaln's disgust with the
ghortconinge of a certaln elvilication a.'l,lnuu him to rumpet forth

hic owm attltudes, but in A Connecticut Tankse heidoes this without

' restroint, Timin is angyry with tha hobility and the church, which
are bocie ecouponcnitc oi the ucdleval social structuras, He pitdice
thomc people o crp doprived of human equality, noturcl righic and
indepondencs. To hiw, thooo people are nathing dut “rahhits."lho
The rewarc o their royalty to the churoh adl nobility is nobhilag
but lusult, Thwns, tisy are comparsd to a dog that has to love and
honor the stianpay o iiels hian, Twaln pelznto out that such a
tradition is so dzepnly reoted in the people's minds that they think
the practiée ig aoonsl,

The narcative velce gf ihe booky Hank speaking in his ¥Yaonkee
idiom. should be an dnportant feature, It 1s s special volce speak-
ing with npﬁhial attitudes and in a specisl dlatect, Hank io a |
verioculiur hero who spepks with hie special dialect for cordc advantazes
A good azamplé of th: comi¢ use of Hank'a vernacuwlar dialeotv ic the
splaode af thu pigety. Haok has to astcompany Eand?; a girl of tho

court who cseorte H-rT in pesrch of adventures and who ic vaguely o
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romantic interent, to the roacus of the forty=flve neble ladics
Imprigened in o ogrets costle, Hoank zecs the caatle if a pigety
and the ladiog »:ro swinc. e has to deliver them from captivity

by buying then from their Eeapers:

e

We had to &rive those hogs home
ten mileos: and no ladliass rrera ever
aorg fickKle-minded or contrary.
Troy ueild ostay in no rosd, ng pathi
thoy brolkke ont through the brush
en oall olics, and Dowved awvay in
011 divestions, over rocke, and
Rills, =nd he roughest ploces .
thay covdd find, And they must net
‘he gimuelz, o vowurthly accosted;
Sandﬁ could not bear teo ces them
trectod iAn weys uabecoming their
ranlz, Fre troublosomest old sow
cf the lot hed to be called my
Lady, wid your Highneas, like tho
Cyeot, It Lo cmioying and difficult
to geour around oiter hogs, 1n armor.
Trure oxo one oruzll eountose, with
o iron rinp ia her snout and hardly
oy heisr on Dior Bockas s« a0RG gave
ne 2 prec of o bourssesl celzed
har nd 1.5t by e tatl, and bBrought
hor zlong spusaling. When I overtook
Scndy ohe sno hoerificd; aad sald
it was in the last deoegroe indelicﬂt&
ts Srog i esuntasse by her train,lWl

The comparigon of haogs te princesses i3 comle. The whols
eplaods ig socachst sindllsyr to the raid of Tom'as Fang of robbera
on the Sunfap=sehor)l wlende In Huck Finn.. Tom's fantasy 1 excoctly

the mame os S-nirts ropnsntic mwtions of chivalry, and in turn both

Don Quixote.

innts,

Az o inle the bool: should gain a succeps 1ilkke Hnelr
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The use of o wovihpicece showld give Tuaila the distance he needs
in arder to maintein the neeccssary doetachment fruom hie naterial.
The possibilitics of irony in ucing such a spolesman should give
the novel a richnsss nnd conplerity aet found when Temdn is using
hic o volce, Add to thls the parvelrous iavention of the
juxtanosition at.thc cofu 47 the plot, and A Connecticut Yonkes
should be an .ilJPTE.‘EEiIFE achizverent.,

Yet on tho controry it is o failure. To obtaln artistic
suceesas, art muci spoair for 1tself. In Huck Finp, the ﬁarrativc
wvoice is suceonaful since Twamin leta Buck's voice continue

throughout the boeii. But in "4 Comnecticut Yankce, Twodn loszes

control i tho 2Addls of the book. Hank's voice ccases to speak

for hinaely +hoen Toodin pots toe involved in the book, and thus tha
narrative voice cullapaés. The mixture of farcve and soecisl

crificiﬁm in furthor maxw confused by iopulees of doubt opnd dogpois
from the wwitor-ts odnd ﬁhnt coatradiet his orlginal intention to
contrasf i preiuductrial cocicty with modern industriol clviligation.
The hlackrnvss of thosoe inpuicos W enpgulfs the book with such
disastrouc rcoulis that todsy puch of the book'a intereat is
psycholopical.

Teein's cormpliecnted attitude ean be traced through hls vrit-
irgz. In Tich, ho ﬁu:rn these different maska whieh roflect his
owvm deeply ¢ivided oind, %he first Twain 13 o typleal 19th century
American vho i3 inicrazsted in making quick money and faselnatad by
new mackinory, Oo,25 1ell ac other Amerdcone of the Gilded Apfc, 1o

abaorbad in aehonics of epee¢nlation. At last this Tvmin becanmos
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bankrTupt bocaves of the pnointing preas epseulatien that he had
peured money inlo for ycarcs. Becidecy, bhe is proud of American
Industry, codernity ond meehoanical greatness, ag $llustrated in

The Innocents fAbrosd. He debunlts the polished, cultural Buropcan

elviliznticon.
The pecend Timin ic theo epitic . of this typleal 19th contury

Aperica. Iig nevel, Whe Gilded L2c, is weitten to mirrvor the cope

of chaoe, conlvoion both purconsl and nmtinnﬂl; dishoncsiy and
cormuption, Tuuin nolice Tun of all the Americans who dream of
frontic seheiies Yo got rich quiclk. In Hugk Finn, Twalmn gevercly
attackn tho slove=holding secclety of the river-towms. Similarly,

in Idfe on the llicsicsiosl he atiocks tho deadly romantlelenm of the

L

Southermers 1Mo iniic pride in roni and noblllty. and produce a
saclety foundsd ou slavory. In the chapter of "The Houpe Beautdiful'

in Iife on the Hzaiscingi ke atbtacks the bad taste of the rich

ra

amerlecancs' lLicuscoo, ang Inei¥s acgount of the Grangerford living roon
has & similar potivation. Toeinte diegust with evil exdeting in
thia acciebly isc Meploged in the frzudulonco of the Eing and the Dhnka
who try in overy =y bo get dishonest money. Thus, the secand Timin,
Twain the gritiec, ic coniradictery to the frst ona,

But the thivrd Tﬁain is completely apart from these isgues,
for this ig the Tiain vho mnts to esecape from them all to o perfect
dream of imna¢once and chlldhood. In Huck Finn, Twaln maker Huel:
light out for :the torritnry in arder to cscape the evil and confucian
whilch exist in =oclety. The third Fvain is to us the most sgigaificant,

the oneo most roprescatative of Tuain'e decpent ¢onsciousnesgs., This 13
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the Tvoin Ao givoes richnoes to the vriter's vworks: this ie the
Twrdin who 1o rocponsible for the wrlifer's greatness. Like Huos,
Twain hes & gegeot yearning to light out for the tevydtory end o
regain the wozld of the Happy Vaxlliey of hié dmagination.
i ccmglicated.viainn af Anerica 1z caused by the ambiguous
attitade tovard indussriclizabtion wmiich resultg. Tyain.is torn
between adnirciion cnd Hatred of selentdfic progrsees. It inprovea
and develons Avcrise in Jeneral but 2t the same tioe deprives him
of the Huppy Volilcoy.
Aag Wremin'e couplexdty is suaded up in the dheracter of Denk
Horgan. Deccuse of Hanli'c coaplexity, Twmin gshould have the poevfeet

veRiegle el orpreoscion to carey his own conplex and unresolved abti-

I+

tudes, Hanli'o cousce af the greatasco of the promige of fuerdca can
embpdy Tyvodints fAngrizon eptimicm, and at the same time Hankt's crulity
and baruarity ¢oo cenvey Twein's crilicicm of his country. Yot tho
book ia o foiiurs. The surfoce réasnn iz that Twain is never succcnn-
ful when az focls otronzly absut scmethdng, He gradually becanes
over - drvolwad in tha boolk and cuotion pourna out over the 1dzns.
Twain beeonos ongey wAdith brutality, superstifion, ifnorance and the
abecluts powss of povernncnt and church in the fewdal age, The

angar ic oo iatense tant hls volenic ls uncenwineing, The bool:
collepses boeouse Shel's orc too many things going on in Twain'a nind
at oape. Je Soopn's iinov cxacily vhat he 1s dodng and too mony of
his attitudos contradic? ono another, More and more Tvalia®s ovm volcoo
and atiitudes tlzc conirel of Honk's voice and the artistic bnlones

af tho boolk is torn opari. Hoxo decply, as we sphall soon soo, the
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ook got cut of conirel becausc an inner volce of tormonié drovmed
out the coﬁscious rni:ruatuvre ond arguoent of the book, filied fhe
book Eifh toterdis) thal Timin pme unable to deal ﬁith, and ofﬂere&
the beok te follow iis companda;

Of comrce cone of Hank's oplnlons are.mennt to be laupghed
gt ! bhic naive scicitific optiwizn alid faith in progreas, and hia
abpurdly eXaproreted motericiliasn ~ond pracilicallty. Like Tap Sauyer,
Hank lovwes goopd: effeccis ond drapptic cllmaxes., This ean be seen in

hiz maive enjoyuont of the apploause vhen he performe cach miraclo to

eolidify bhis porey, Min £3-5% odircele ic achierved through frouduelent
weane: hig pyot~zding te hove nowrsr to blot out the sun in order to
save hingeld fronm being busaed at the stake, Wihen the cclipse he
happened w0 nnotr onld Lo wloece bepins, the crowd rigsss up anc

.

stares inte the eliy, U= oo a good chance to gain sdvantage for

hingelf:

I Imow shrt this Fave wwuld be turned

unen e, aert. Thon 1t was, I was

yosiy. I owmo din one of the moat grand

Attt aden I over stiruck, vlth my

o ptrsiehed up poiating to the sun.
Potmin oa aobhly effcet, You could sec 14

the shudicy sircep the mass like & wave.

Barntr then c¢orui:;ed:s e 2ol ant to leave and reports thel» obedience

with pre:t wejoicdi:

-

The sunliitude soplk weckly into their
sonty pnd Ivas jusi expeecting
thoy unulﬁ.l“

Hanlt then explolts this success by forcing the king to appeolnt hia =
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perpetual minister and eMecutive, Tha Idng agrees and the sun
gragually reappearss Hank has arrived:

The acganblage broke looee with a

vast shout and came pourdiung dowm

like n delugre toa amother EE with

Bleaeinge and gratitndé'l
Arain, in the diapley of the destruction of Merlints tower, Hanlk
ic sougcd to soe the glare of the explosion reveals "a thousand
acréo of huian beinge grovelling on the ground in a general collapse
of t:l:.tmsttmmai:,:i..-.:rn.“lll'5

Sipilarly, after Merlin the maglcion fatls to reatero the

gpring, Honik succeede by plugging upaileak in the well, and shous
off his cepacity by the display of dreek firec, rockets and ronan
candlez., Honk's ottltude toward the crowd that gﬁtﬁers to witnesa
the miracle of the well is mockingly ravealedi

It vac immense == that effect 1 Lots

of people shrieked; women curled up and

quit in every direoticn, foundlinga collapeed

by platoona. The abbot and the monks crossed

themaelves nlmbly and elr lips fluttered

with apgitated prayerss

In sceones such as this Colonel Sherburne's attltude to the

erowd who has come to lynch him in Huckleberry Fipn comes Lo mind,
Certnialy somothing of Twaln's own attltude of scorm toward noss
man are reflectcd, even though they are put in the context of Hank's
own particular deolusions of grandeur,

As o whole, Hank's miraclem are intended to demcnotrate tho

supcerdority of science to superstition. But mpany times they aro
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perforned by simple, commonaensiocal meand. It 1o funny to sec Hank
contrive many simpie plans to nvurdunzthega superatituous and
sclentifically backimrd pecple. Im hie mccount of his ecobibat with
Elr Sagramor le Desirous, ohe 1o assieted by Merlin's charus, Ranlk
ghoyvs therenllisicon between Euperatitihn and modern technclogy and
how the triunph is easily galned, In fact, Hank's first weapon, a
covboy'a lassc, doesn't In the least symbolize selentific tecchnology.
Ee uses it to ridicule the art and eraft of the mighty pagieian

Merlip and io gain dramatie effect for himmelf;

-

Unquestionably, the popular thing

in this world 1s movelty. Theasa

people had never sech anything of

that eowboy business before, and

1t carrlied them clear off thedr = .1 . F
feet with delight. From all around
and everywhere tha shout went upg
"Encore! encoralll?

0f eourse, his attituds towmrd the contesmt becomea an act

of absurd ghowmansghip, not concerned with the nisﬁion of bringing
the 19th century eivilization to the eixth century. Hank takes
Pleasure in demonstrating his powsr over these paeocple., Heo iz drunk
wlth glory and self=pride. After that Herlin stesls the losso, but
Honl: goes on with hls show-business by pulling cut two revolvera
anG challenging all the knighte &t once, Hig love of triumph and
applause i@ rovenled in hie tonet

I nome none, I c¢hallenge all, Here

I stand, and dare thes ¢hivalry of

England to come agalnst me -~ not
by inpdividuale but in mass.l48
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Since Henk econes fron the world ofibusincess, speculotion
and muaterialicr, Hany %Hoes his commerclal iopulse is ridiculously
revepled in the beolz. Hz tends te look at any activiey in the

perspective of less ang gains

Enight=errantry is a most chucklen
lecded trade, and it ie tedlous hard
werlk, toe, but I bogin to ses

thot thore ig poney in 1t, 149
aftar 211, if you have luck.

Sinilarly, Hank's materialiabic attitude 15 geen duving hia

visit te the Valley of Holiness. He observens the plous anoreices of

s

2 hornit anc conuncceis 1t to commercial profic:

iz ctand wae a pillar slxty feet
]:'.'.:".r_,'hcatQHE wWaiE IowW dﬂiﬂs what he

hoG hoon doing every day for

twrenty years up there == bowlng his
bafy ceasclessly and rapidly almest
to hls feet. Xt vme his way of pray-
ings I timed him wilth a stop watceh,
and he mada twelve hundred and forty
four rovelutions in twenti-four
winpvtcs and forty=slx ceconds.

It zooned a plty to have all this
noper polng to waste, It was one of
fho mopt wzeful motions= in mechonien
the peodal movements sc I made a note
in ¥ nemorandum-book, purposing
soog day te cpply o system of
elostic pords to him an%ﬁsun a
cetdinr=rinehine with it.

And his plaon guccocds. He manufactures eightoen thouszond
tor-liraen shirits %o v sold to tha pilerime as e proftoction apainst

sin. He2 sonds hic kadchts with padnt-pots and gsteneil-mletos

-

: 1
everyhore %o advertise the goods. The ghirts gell Mlike zooke™™ ™

e
s

and Honii gots ouceh woney from thls busineas. The vhole paseanc

[
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otan o S culs the asdieval rellgian: at the sone Uioe i
nnleally vedios fua 0f Hevk'a absurd waterdialism- Axd uhon
cualind mogt gureiuvlly it shows the eseential gonfusion 1 Thwin'e
miml, She susoonoion of his atitiudes, Tvein's: widicule of medisval

[T EERA

voliskiow oy not ke very profound, and yelt it isg undeninbly simeczo,.

o
Tovrewer, ol the e tiome in dovghing at the paterioli=zn of Oeni,
e fs oedddcuiin: The tolves of ihe uwan vhe dis ridievling vroiddon,

czroels aomdpd vncertaln of Ltsely.

. T - Ta” 3 i
Guaech oeebapeilr

(AN
L]

I ondg corliar wvovhszs, Twain'zs sttitvds tovard ouil
e Li

CLoaly muoTe.: bw Soiws for fnneocence and f(he dresr (opid af

chilivooa,  In LiSn en the Hissiasdppd, Bis cittitud . Lo oouospaedod

)

i wolores Dotooon Amnoosces ond Imeowledgc of evil. Dot in

[

bd

Contelioul Tiviige wobi zivates glemr Shat There s oo Crlomphuant

LEaeednc,  Jhoose Lo eoiogds in the Bpolk 9o boloncw thi Lwil
Vhiooravnne BTG Ll PP iastilst calnot be Berl as o olehplor of
e LT -

I Ve E.".tf—.‘-‘u.'.‘! ir o is the wecvrrent forrn o7 nlolshooer

Lt lsoin Jol onm. dooluy encounter all kinds of evil bat, dn

Lo dusord L Lo suldlt up never o disturd fhe plses of Lwe  Prioocghunp

amnie Lo L oCoimuotiont Yonbise, the cave image recppenrs nné tho

pibir-so o JZlegouoirdng, It ip the place of destruetiss vhors gho

citlle ef b Dond BDeld tabtes plzec, It is fittod out tdith ceicniific

soulmiront  Tor i siege. A wire femes surrounds it, Tho pootiy

dmmacani pmclen is trongformed into a belt forty fect: wdde ccpinaed

2 -

with tormedoer ~nd zpvinkled wlth a layer of gani. In tho onvey,

s o nattoor of thirteon Gatling guns and nlonty of oomumdiion,

L

theowo

Hank's asoistont soloctc Flity-twe eadets, fresh, bripght, well=cdueintod,
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¢lean-minded, young and lnnocent, to eo-operate in the battle with
the knights. The boys are exaotly suited for the plan since theoy beleng
te the younger generation, frea frem the atwesphere ﬁf.superaﬁﬁinn |
and autocracy. Thoy are 1n fact agento of meodern eiviligaotion o
have pone through sclentific trainipg under Hank's plan. ' th sueh
knovledge and youthful vitality, the boya should be redecmers of the-
situation by fighting for and preserving what is beneficlal to their
ovn couniry, Thesc little bnysgfiftyhtuu Tom Sawysra, prove apraln
that innocence wan something that was always in Twain'e mind. |

If this werc at1ll the world of Tom Sawyer, the 1little boys
would provail and the cave would be semled wp. But at the cnég of

A Conneetlcut Yankee Twalan ereates hise 1ittle boys coly to eruclly

and vielontly destroy them, Schools, mines, factorles, worlkshops and
twenty=-five thousand kaights ﬁre deatroyed by dynamite torpedees, and
the innoeent boysmeet their deatha helplessly and tar;ibly. They know
the bencflt of sclentific progreas, but they cannot use it to redeen
England cor cven cave thelr lives. Hank, Clarence and the hoys arec
trapped within the circle of rotting ¢orpses and peilsonous alr, %The

Battle of the Sand-Balt 15 a horrible spectacle:

The dynamite had dug a diteh more than
a hundred feet wide, all arocund us, and
east up oh embankment pome twenty-five
foet high an both borders of 4it, 4s to
degiruction of 1life, it waa amezing...
v/¢ could oot count the dead, becaume
they did not exdst as individuals, but
unercly as hoemogeneoua protoplesm, with !
nlloys of iron and buttons,...The thir-
tcan Gotlinges began to vomit death

into the fated ten thousand,...Within
ten ghort minutes efter we had opened
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Iire, armed resletance waa totally
annihilated, the compalgn -was ended,
‘we fifty-four wears @astsre of England.
But hew treacherous in fortunel.,.We
were in a trep == o trap of our own mnk-
ings If we.otayed where we werse our
dead trould kill usi 1f we moaved out

of our defenses, we should ne longer

be invincible. We had conqueredi in
turngl we were conquered, The Boss re—
cornizid this; we all recognized it.

If we could g to one of thome now
camnps ahd patech: up poma lkind of

tarma with the enemy == yen, bhut

The Boes could mot go, and neither
could I (Clarence}, for I was among

the first that were made alclk by

the poisonous alr bred by thome

doad thousands, Cthers g re takan
derm, and still othern‘l -

Hith the death of the boya, both dnnoecencse and faith in

. mechanienl progress are annihilated, The episode Llustratco the
author's mental unrest anﬂ unbalance, He 1n uncertaln about his
faith in the values of the 19th cantury, anéd a faith in the saving
groce of innocence and opafmaral goodness can no loager restore the
balanca. The destrustion of the innocent boys reveale the groving
embl ttered digillugionment in hig dlvided mind.

It ig c¢lenr that Pwaldn had pet out to write this beok with
hig conscicus rational mind. The complexity would have been the
sontrast between the fiist Twaln and the second, the typical 19th
sentury Amerlcan and the critle of the typic;i 19tk American. But
at the same tine he was obpemged with hig feoling that he could no
loager believe in the puro vision né.iha Happ?_?alley or 1a the
triunph of innocence, and ha 1a unabiéléa keep thld obesaszion cut of

the hook, The novel falle apart and eoneludes with the utter despair
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and deqtruciiup ﬁf fﬁ;.Battle.Gf.the Sand Belt, A4 great flood of
péssimism.Gﬁiéh'iﬁaiﬁ h$s nn.cﬁntrnl over ia lot loose, determines
the course of_*i:hr;_r; piu.t_;ﬂ_.nd E!n_f;'._ﬂ.fs. it. A.a. thel book goes on, the
plﬁt bmcoqeq blccﬁer eﬁé El&dkar,_aapacially when the king disgulses
himcelf ag a yen;ﬁn and travéla inuﬁﬁnito in his country, Hank
encﬁgntefs_&if?iéﬁltf_in traininﬁ_the kiné to stoop his shoulders,
lock to the grnunﬁ.andléhnw traite of ofpression and misfortune.
Like Huck's trip dovm the river, the triﬁ ¢f Hank and the king allow
them to sea evefy variety of human ui&kadnasa:. At the omallpox hut
they arc horrifiad ﬁy poverty, disease, injustice ;nd the brutclity
of thclchufch and tho nﬁblas- At last both are scld an slaves and
directly gxpcricnﬁe such evil that even the idlng vowo to put an cnd
to slaverﬁ and inhuménitytin his kingdom. The book refleectna Tvmin's
increasing misanthfopy. The bumer i no lenger funny but beeomes
tlack humor == laughiag at the wonknasoos of man, nnt hosause the
eltuation ic funny but beauﬁée it hurts too mueh to ery about, Uhen
Hanlt and the Linp Aré gold to the slave-dealer, Hank pities himpgelf
and the king ané lementes that no one aven recognizeas that he is chilef
minister and the Kng ic a king. He utters desperatelys
I reckern wg are all fools. BHorn mo,
‘no doubt.1

E-:tnl.: iz disgustel with tile training tha.t implante wrong
attitudos cad Bolicls 1n people wﬁen he sces the peasanis of Abblnaoure
turn owi in pursult éf tﬁeir inprisoned fellaus who had cet fire to tho
manor hoeuse. It reminds him of the whitea 0f the South vke arc dosplaed

and insulted by the slave-lords, but are ready to side with them in all
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yclltical mov fo “.the. ﬂHnanng af slavery. ' The éha?éaﬂihurner
_cnnfe Eolulilel tﬂﬁu he xeall; raac“ues lﬂ the death nf the lord hut hg
has o prutenﬂ %6 e sarry. nelp tu hang hia nelghhurs and ahed tho
_hyrnc“ltn*m Bone 1a rdﬁr to uhow zeat in his master 2] causa.
Elcarl; th_n ls a L‘nﬂﬁtic H¢tuatiun that tdkea us bac; %o the
IlyncLlug-heL 1= Hu_k Finn and iﬂrvard to the stoning in The
Yiystericus Stran;er, unv af the central ﬂrﬂmatic Bituatlnns 1“&
Tepdinta cﬂﬁﬁﬂiﬂuuﬁ@uuu E_nL*u seorn for man‘a froilty is "ualn'
scoro. DBy th_u uulnt ir ths nnvel the use of the.nattve:idium
hoaa bocone co_mlctely luut and the authar in speaking te us diresctly,
Hank, then, hos becoro nnth;ng more than a perzona of Tuain, a
devics thot Al Teour again and again in Twain's 1m£e writlng but
uGually eilly o the cont of o great saerifice of artistie distuncﬂ.
I o gontle of Qucen Morgan le Fay, Hank encountere brutzllty
toward tho csmuon poonla. The Queen ztabs a page who aceidently
£alls 1i£ht1§IJSﬂiﬂﬁﬁ hat Zneoso. iﬁ tho dungennq,he finds a younp
couple isprisunaed for ninsteen yeara because the girl did nnﬁ abey
the dreit cu zeifmicur. Hunk polnts out that the queen's h:ufﬂlity
.an& foolichncs coie vl training.. Meny tlmes in the honk he
denouncos ¥ic netinn of treoining, the fatal phaping Of the rersonallty
by sociaty ~ad cavivenzeant. There are many cplasodes which roflcoet
Tyain'e grovian ruge and veszeisdlsm. The burning of a woman ot the
cizlie Qweing o snouw storm 1o order to keep a band of slaves froo
dying 6% cold, and the hanzing of a nursing mother for potty theft

are but vhe mrost violent aond uncontrolled, Theae examples reveal
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gontiventality and g;qsg_mxagggtation cf altuation, something Twain
ie olwmye przy to tmﬂn-his_feglings arc too much inxolvad.. To
hirn: 1ife_hecnmen a_"pathejic_ﬂrift Eftveen the eterniti-aa"i5£+ and
cvery ﬁan is pledding his aad pitgrimage. At the end Eank.ﬂocks
cVen h;naelf. Uith_thc gpirit of demqn;uu&, Hanlt wants tho Enuntry
te be o ropublic, but he mnuld'ﬁacnmalthe first president:

111, T map as well confess, though

I feel aghaned when Y think of it:

I was beginnlng to have a bape of

honltering to be its firat preaidsnt

cysclfy Yoz, there was more or leae

humsn nature in aci T found that out. 155

Iu £o¢t, Hank docs A5t want fo_aet up a true dedocracy’ but

ho tends to thinls thet heczuge of hia mechandlcal skill, tho aboolute
power ond dletniovship chould genter in himpelf . An2 thig ic
huzarn neture, A6 Tusln was petting old he began o deowbi noshnndesl
a2nd seleitlfie progreac. A1L the money he had been pouirdnyg intc: the
linotypu machine 2nd hils imminent barkruptey no douht begon to oake
the pglanor of maxchinery scen falme promise. In the bock, thic growing
disﬁrust ¢f technolopy despens and u-hittaiu th¢ pessimicm of the
ending of Whe books Yn Arthur's Briteln, Twadp shows thet the acont
thdt'brings cn diaastér,'uﬁr, and rudn 18 clearly a vice of Hanli's
.nun sogicty, stock~murke: speculastion, Thus, his own ficiional
ereatlon is ﬁestrﬁyed, cemolighed, oblikeratad by the author in the
lapt geone. Uith bitternézo ke polnts out that the dreaw of Gcmoeracy
in groundlese aﬁd thzt tochnology dm a fnrce.that EnCOUTaARCsE ﬁan's

power of destruction. The e¢rsative mind ia not In walonee thot cruelly
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and vilently depotroys the produets of dts inaginaticn,
Aftor Hank ip awekened again im 19th century, he is
demuected iith modern tines and loages desperately to escape to

the 1ife he hod lived ip the dreamy world of the paot:

Oh, Sandy, you are come at lastyhow

T have longed for youe. 21t by ne ==

dg not leave me again...I lost

nyaclf o moment and I thought you

WeTD [ORE,...And such dreams...l
thought the Eing wasm dead, T thought
you ware in Gaul mad coulda®i get
hone, +» «Sandy == atay by me every mo-
nant.=- doplt let me go out of my mind
agein: 2eath is oothing, let 1t come,
but not wlth thace dreaams, not with
tho torture of those hidepous dreams ==,
I cunnot encuro that again....ﬂanﬂy?15°

Henl longc to wo near his wife and be happy in medievad
Enrleng, He gzannot eondure to live in modern times. This reflects

Twalnte own yoarning, for ho wante also to escape from the false

promise of technulngy.in the 1nﬂnntriﬁl woxlide



	CHAPTER VII  A CONNECTICUT YANKEE IN KING ARTHUR'S COURT



