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A1l opy, "How bard 1t is that wo
hoave to die' w. g ptrangs complaint
to come from the mouthe of peopla
who have had to live,

-= Pndd*nhaesd Wilgon'as Calendar, P. ?Eq

CHAPTER VIII PUDD'NHEAD WILIOM
AND "THE MAN WHD CORRUPTED HaDLEYBURG™

In 1894, the attempt to write a detectlve story had been
suceosaful pnd thies kind of writing had become popular wlth the
reading publicilﬁ? Twain, therafﬁre, tried his hand at the genore
and the result was Pudd'nhead Wilson: It 1s really guccessiul nelther
gs a Getoctive story mor a nowel. The book ls a good example of
how 1ittle control Tweln ususlly hsd over what he in dolng. His
original intention wama to write a six-pege tsle about a youthful
itallan fresk which conmisted of two hesds and four arma joined to
a zingle body and a glngle pair ef legs. He did not rezlly know uhere
" the story would go, for it is = tzle which he was msldng up as he
went glong. He simply had in mind soms people, =z locality and an
incident or two., Then he let the story go elong =nd spreoad itself
into = book, At firat, he began te write a farce, But later, serlous
elements oppoared snd three central characteras, Pudd'nhead Wilaon,
Roxans end Tom Drisenll, appeasred unexpectedly in the book. Twaln

begne to see the difficulty:

But Whzt wae s great dezl worse wan,
that 1t was not one story, but twn gto-
rles tangled together; and they
obstructad and interrupted ecach other
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at every turn gnd céreated no end
of confusion snd annoyance.lsd

Iﬁﬁin'than cut out the farne; “Thuée Extreordinary Twing,"
and puhlishéd it ae a sepafaté-starr folluﬁing Pudd'nhead Wilgon,
the tragie novel growiag out of the comic beginning; '

~ The most_pnt;ceahle trait of the hook is its total blacknéna,
There is ﬁu redocning 1ight at 511.. The epigraﬁnﬁtin chapter headings
from “Puﬂanhead Hilaan p Calendar," o«learly empress the attitudes
| of Twaing his grnwing peasimism, nrniulsm, melanchulr and disillnsionz
. If you plck up o starviog dog and
make him progpercus, he will not

bite you. This i the principzl dif-
ference botween a dog and = man,

Whoever hss lived long enough teo

* _find out what life is, knows how
deep a debt of gratitude we owe to
Adom, the firat great benefactor
of our race, He brought death iunteo
the world.l 6‘0

October 12, the Discovery. 1t wms
wonderful to find America, but it would
have been more wonderful to miss it.151

Thie 15 the only humor 1n the iuak. The laughter i1s dark
and the humor ia black and bitter. The eplgraphs reflect Twalnts
pesplmistic view of uan-andlaf America. Hip ironic¢ proise of death
and cynicegl attitude to the disuov?ry-af a;erica ghnow the inereacing

81sgust snd despair of an aging man who had seen the tragedy of life.
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Pudd* nheaﬂ w1lsnn returna tu one of the main themes of
Huck Flnn, the imhumanity of man to mon as found in the institutinn
of sla?er?. Hnwaver,in Euck Finn he 1s more detachad, his anger
15 kept more in control, and he discusses the preblem mors creatively
through the eyzs of g boy whﬁ has been taﬁght anid believes thot
plavery 15 right, hut uhnae haart telles hin that it 1z cruel and
wronz, Ino Pu d'nheEﬂ Wilpon, Twailn hogs down 1n a complicated plot.
it 50 o doteetive atory but 1t aleo 1noludes a soclsl study of the
smerican wvillage. In faot, the plot is almost nonsensicel becauos
of tho prosence of the comic story of the freakish twina, vwhich
could be a farcical element frem Gilbert and Sullivan or The Im-
portance of Bzlng Earngst. 1t 1s popsible that Twaln even puposely
makeg hie plot ridloulous me z way to dramstize that slavery iteelf
5p gbsurd, Twein creates o pair of child;un.nhn are victimg of 5
aoclal system erected om alavery, sad polnts out how the law of
clavery 1s horrld and gga;nst reegon, 0 tearrible that it makes
soclety n joke, Tom Driseoll and Valet ﬁa Chamhre are ralsed together
by Roxy, a female alave with one-silteentﬁ ﬁegru blnod; Valet de
Chembre 1as Roxy's 111 egitimate con whose father ic a memher of the
lscal Vireinis aristocracy of Dewson's Landing, Colouel ‘Cecdl '
Burleigh Essnex. Tﬁe other baby iafﬁog of Percy Worthumberland
hriscull_whoae brather 1a Judge York Leicester Driscoll, an oute
etanding, and wealthy gentlemon in Dawson's Landing. (Notice the
satire 1# thé héﬁes Jf the Virglnla gentlemen.) Percy's wife had
died 4in ckildhirth end left her son undet the charge of her slave.

As hoth boys grow up, they are almost ldentleal in physical
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appeafance. _glihquh'ﬁqﬁyiq_boy haa_h;ana hair, blue eyas;and a
Virginia arisgtocrat for a father, the boy is not séﬁaﬂ f?um the
slave's etntus, since qn; thi%ty-séﬁnnd quﬁis bleod ig Negro. One
dey, FRoxy ewltohes the two hablaeg in ‘_t:heirf cradles for fear tﬁ.at.
somc day her son might be s0l1d down the river like other Negra
Elevea. Aftér the death of Percy, Roxy'=e sun,.nnw ¢alled Thomas,
15 adoptad by his suppoeced uncle, Ju.dga Drigeoll. Thus, the black
baby who 15 white in appearance becomes white 1n pdint of smoclel
fact, nnd the real white child becomes the Negro glave. This
exthange completely reverses thelr lives.  Tom Driscell grows to be
an unpleaszat person and:thornugh coward. "Chambers" tacomes a !
: humﬁie,_cuurageous servant’ and compenion who fights in all battles
to defend hig white magter. Later Tom 1s sent to study at Tale and
rnturnsﬁwith offenslve mapnerlicmicf drese. Enowing tha£ he 1z the
reel helr to Judge Driacoll's fortune, he leads a wuatéful lifes
bavity-good times, gambling, qpending money axtravegently and at
last felling deeply into debt, Tom mekes thieving roids on his
ngighbors in order to pay off his 8t, Louls debts, Like many other
whites, Tom shaws his contempt and cruelty to hig Negro servant,
Chambers, the rightiuwl Thomas & Decket Drimcoll. Aig brutgl treatment
. and bumilfation of the Kegre slave reaches 1ts higheat polnt vhen
Chombers enters Tom's room to agk zn audience for Roxy:

fom hrd flsen, The other young man

was trembling now, visibly. He saw

what was coming, and bent hle head

eldeways, end put up hle laft arm
to shleld it, Tom reimed cuffs upon
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the head and its shield, saylng no
word; the victim recelved aach blow.
wth & bepeeching "Please, Morse Toml
== phy please, Harse fami” “Seven
blows == then Tom gald, "Face the doors -
maroh!® He followed behind with one,
tw0, three s01i1d kicks. The lost one
" helped the pure-white alave over the
‘door=pill, end he limped auay'mnppinf
hiez oyes with his 0ld ragged sleeve. 62

After such a scene Tom devlares, "Hew refreshing it was!
I feel better," 163 Ta Tom, Chembers 1z n terget on which hs pours
hic rzge end cruelty to case hic bitter thouwghts and disturbsd
mind. The ipeldent shows how personality leg shaped hy treining and
coclial environment.
After returaing from her career ag chrnbarmaid on steamboats,

Roxy 1z left penniless and worn out. Sha hopes to sppesl to Toem's
charitys but phe 1s dizappointed by ble inhumsnity shd indignetion.
In her roge, cheo blockmoile Tom with the knowledge that Chambers
ig the real, rightful heir to Judge Drigcell's fortumne and Tom her
eon. This dl=covery affects Tom's feelinge. He begine to forsee
the approaching disaster of hies future. He desperatsly attacks the
social system that cremtes the curege of birth on Negroea:

Why were niggers and white mada?

What crime 4ld the uncrested flrst

nigger commit that the cursc of

birth wna decreed for him? And why

in thls awful difference made bote-

ween white and %Wlaok?...How herd the

nigeor'e fate ceems, thin morndngl -

yet until last night augk 2 thought
never entered may hesd,l
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After leorning the truth,.!hn_hlusﬁua evaery time he thinkg
of hip rasl fdentity; - It is thg “nigﬁer“;sé in ‘him that asserts
1te bumility ond changué his cdnﬁuct; -But this-ahggge losts only
a short'periaﬁ of tiﬁa;ﬁﬂQ'Tnm:heaﬁmqsltheIsaﬁa pefsqn. He learns
to love hic muthér,wﬁo anpufaﬁeé'uith_him_in.ﬁis thafts, TYet,; the
money they pget fram'their rﬂﬁﬁe?ies;is.ﬁnf eufficient to pay Tom'g
debtn, FRoxy then Euﬁgaats that Tqﬁ sell her ihto'slarery to et
the poney he wmnts ond after thet buy her back within 2 year, But
Tom sells her ﬁnwﬁ the river to be treated mare inhunsnely than ghe
would have bean 'in Miseouri. |

Roxy czcapen from her slave-holder znd confrents Tom with
a dsmand thet he go to his uncle, tonfess the wvhole truth zbout
his melling her and esk for the money to huy her beck. Tom goes
to the Judge, but decidea to steal the money inctead., Re creops
into the Judge's ream but the Judga amakens. Tom 1lp frightened and
stabe his mncle with o stolsn Indian ulfe. Tp to thls tlme, no
eoe konows the resl identity of Tom, It takeo éhoum twanty 39ais for
the truth to be eupoced by Pudd'nhead Wilson, the learned lawyer
of Dawzon's Lendins, Thoupk the reclel ldsntitlee of the.tun.bnya
are detsrmined by social convention, thelr true phyai#al 1dentities
fcan be proved by Puddtnhesd fingerprinte. It ig the only scientific
method of ceprchinz the boys true eeclves. When the truth 15 revealed,
Chemberes ic restored to his rigﬁtfhl plece as helr 2nd free white
man, But it is tec 1a£a, for he cahnot give up the rlave's mannericas.

Twaln pointn out how pltiful it ie for Chambercs to be lost in a
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slnve«holdlng enviromment whieh has made him its victimi

The real helr suddenly found himgoel £
ina-mont embarrassing situation.: RHe
couwld paither read nor write, and his
speeck wvas the baszest dlclect of the
negre gquarter. Hie gelis, his '
attitudes; hie gestures,; his bearing,

. his laugh «« gll were volgar snd une
¢ouths...Money end fine clothes could
not mend thege dafectse or cover them
up; thay only msde them...the more
pethetic, The pooxr fellow cowld mot . v
endure the terrors of the white mante

parlor, and felt at home and gt peace
nowhere but in the iitchen,16

Sinil=r¥y, Tom*e personnlity end chorancter are ruined
beyond repmir by his eocl:zl jdentity., Eie cowardice, indalen&e,
.affactatinn of being a vhite aristocrat, sné hic cruelty towards
slzvos aro reprecented &5 cobcequences of his ststuws ne a white
boy »hirk hor molded him nmeraonality. Twnin puts the hlome for
these shortcomings on the sociel crime, the insztitution of slavery.
Fhe institution has corrunted both of the boys: the slave by
destroying his humar dignity end creating im him an inferlority
complex =né self-consclousnesy and self;hntred, the macter by
encourzging hls inhunanity tc hie hnﬁan-felloug.

The title c¢haracter of the book 1= Pudd'nhend Eilaon}hut
he 1e¢ not *hn centrgl chorncter, He is Daweon's Lendibnz's new
citizen vho ham intruded himself while Twaln wes trying to urite
a.farce sbout the Itglizn twins. He is = yonng, intelllgant
lawyer. On the first doy of bis zrxiva)l at the villlags he Eainé

hio nlckmana "Puddtnheed" from the tounspeuple.. The renson la that
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while he 1is conre?aiﬁg with = Eroup of citlzensz whom he hae juat

mads acquainta;ca'wifh,_an:unseﬁn ﬂng_hegins to snnoy him wifh its
‘bariing, Wileon pimply remerks that 1f he omed half of thot boriding’
dogy ho would ki1l bhds ‘balf. This jnké iz migunderstood by the
citigenas wha havénit_the sense of humﬂ¥ to ecateh o to the remarik.
Some ithink Wilgon is inaane,.aoma_ﬁé}lfhim e fool. Thus, zll

agree to call him Pudd'nhead, which ﬁulloquially macns 2 stupld
person. Within only a weel,Wilson loses his resl nake and Pudd'nhead
tekes ite plece,

Since Wilson i5 better cducated snd more lntelligeunt than
anyons 1n the community, he is an outaider who hha to suffer twenty
voears of lpolption while he wlshes to be accepted az a member of
the communlty, However, becauae of blo detachment from the soclety,
Wilgon is free from the soclal crime of glavery cxiating In Dowson's
Landing, With his nast?rr of Mngerprinting, Wilson t-kez choarge
of dlsecovering the mysterdous physical identitles of tho two boye
and the murderer of Judgs Driscoll. 1Im fact, Wllson llvas in a
toun filled with foole who ironicelly think he isjfbol, Tn zolving
the mystery, Wlleon astahlisﬁes himpelf as the only mon of reason
in the community. Throughout the book, Wilson rempins only o mdaor
chargcter, and largely dicaprecrs from the movel except =z the
writer of the ceglendar, Only in the trigl scene of the courtroom,
where he clears up the my=tery of the crimssz, does he come into hla
O, '

The Pudé’thesd Wilcon fipure 1s a recurring charzcter in
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Twpin's worlks. Hin maln interegt to us ie that he 1s o worsilon

of Motk Twnin himpgelf who sete himgelf up as s unique and intellec~
tually superior flgure to the commanity. This self-projection aven
ineludes Twain's contempt for menkind in general, We saw this
Twain porsobn first ae Colencl Sherburne in Huck Flun and later
Eonls Morgan became the same figurs in the mecend half of A Gopnoel-

Yicut Yankee, In Pudd'nhesd Wilson, he has exactly the name oplnian

on. gbout the fradlty and weckness o9 man,

Fothing =0 needs Eeforming as othar
psoplats habitas.l ?

It 1s eany to find fault, if one has that
digpopition. There was once a man wko,
not being sble to find any other fault
with hie ecoal, complained that thagg wears
too many prahistoric tocds im it,l

Gratitude and trezchery =re merely the
two extremities of the pame procsamlon.
You have gesn gll af it that is worth
staying for when the hang and the gaudy
officials have gone by,1%9

Pudd'nhead attacks the weakmesses of man with the detsched tone of
an observer survekylng the socisty from a distance. Sines he ip
endowsd with intsllectusl snd moral authority, he muast be iesolated
from the community.

The oy other strong character in the book im Roxana. In

fact, phe ia one of Twain's most fully concailved characters. Most

of Tinints women are very unbellevable bscouse 3n a dentwry in



132

:Htiﬂh mnmaﬁ-uufu often sentimentaliced and idealized, Tweln wne one
of the worst literary culprits. Roxana is the only woman in zny -
of his books who is =t all convincing, Her creation lp the creation
of a real pérsnn in 2 real envirernment. Sinoe sha 1s a Negre slave,
'Roxy ie a vigorous cnemy of the eristacrecy of Dawsen's Landing.
Tomin portrays hor with great vitality end haughty grondeur though
. ohé uses the degreded speech and mannerless of a slave. Her effort
to save her son from the poosibility of belng sold down the river
almoet forees her to @ a dardng and terrible deed, to ki1l herself
and the som. EQcause-nf her vitality, w» are peraunded to believe
that she 6nn cammit such an aetion.,. Howaver, later she caon find a
better way: t& éxchanﬁa har oon uith'her Mastér's'sun in the ecradlc.
In doing =0, she is.canvincnd that iﬁ 1E-ﬂﬂt n sin, According to
the sorllol oi ac <id Hagrﬁ preachar ghe haﬂ.liﬂtﬂnuﬂ to, the same
action hsd been done in England. The Negreaso had exehsonged her
mon wlth the quunn'é; The preacher alsn;garq on 1llustration of
the free grace of ‘the Lord bestowsd upon man sccording to the will
of God ond pointed out that the action of Qod le similar to the
Heérése‘ infswitching hef son with the Quean'a:

He s'lect gut anyhody dat sudt hinm,

an put another one in his place, én

make de fust one happy forever en ;,

leave t'other oune to burn wid Satan.
_Thus, Rozana imagines heroelf doing the ssme action ae God's act of
croation in helplng her son aaaape.rrnn glavery. This duuﬁlu

identity theme 1eg Twein'e most inportant use of the Doggglgﬂngar
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: mat;f, _ .
- | Hn:ana ia & complinated aharaeter. -3he ie torn between
hatred and admiratinn nf ariatncracr., Bhe 1s pu adversary of the
'dominant claaa. _;rnni;gilx at the eame time she sccapted. and pfac-.
tised_méﬁy faluas of the ?hitas. ;He; prife of ancestry 1s rovealad

in her converpation with her song

My great =mgreatwgrant—- gran' father en

7o' grent -great-great-great grant fether
vas Ole Cap'n John Smith, de highest blood
dat Ole Virginis ever turned out, en hic
preat-great- gran' mother or somers

along back deh, wos Pochontas de Injun
queen, eb her husbun' was a nisger king
outen Africs --1

Again, she ascures her san of thh.ﬁigh, ériatnuratic blood

in him that he should be praud oft

Dey zin't snother nlgger idn dls

town dat'g as bhlghe-bawn ap you ia.
Now deny go * lung! En Jes you hold
¥yo ' bBosd up as bigh as you want to--
you has de right an dat I kin

Wi, 172

Besgldes, 1ike the white aristocrats, Roxana hac a passlon
of eantemp£ for Negroea, ot zny rate for the passivity Ingtilled
in them by thoir miétraﬁtmeﬁt by white men. Thic is seen in her
denuncieption of'Tam'a.éowafdice, not to ahallﬁnga the twine, who
have kKlclkod Tom:

En you refupe 'to fight = man

dnt kicked you, *rtid o'Jumpin'
at the ohshecel En you ain't got
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no mo' feelin® den to come en tell me, dat
fatched sich 2 po' lowdown ornery rabblt
into de worl*t Pah! 1t makes me slck, Itis
de nigger in you, dat's what it i=. Thirty-
one parts o' you io white, en on'y one part
nigger, en dat po® little ooe pert im yo!
soul. . *Tain't wuth gavin'’i *terin't wuth
totin ‘out on a phovel en throwing 1n de
gutter. TYou ham disgraced yo'.birth.

What would yo! pa think o' you?. Itte

encugh to moke hin turn in his grave.l?3

Though she spesks in Negro dialeot, the passage iz powerful
for it reflects hor atature pnd ctrong perconality. In fact, she
is atronger than her son Tom whe has been adopted pe & white boy,
rnd muck stronger than the whitea in the community. Roxana reiuses
to pubmit to the common lot of the status of Negre, BShe therefora,
imagines sn Iandlsn gqueen gnd an Afriean ing gmong her anoegtora.
Begldos these valueg, Roxana hag the natural affection and self-
pperifice of a mother'e heart. She even suggests to Tom that he
sell her into s=lavery to poy hia debts despits the misary she
would nececssarlly encountor.

On the vivle, Hoxane is one of Punin's most fully developed
charactera, Tupin crestes her with underptanding, eympethy and
reallsm, That 13 why she is a convinclng female chsrecter »dth
her distingulshing tralts —- gelf-pride, masgnificent vigor and
vitality.

Fwodn's career may be aﬁalyzad frultfully in terms of the
villzpea thet can ba seen dotting his prose. Dawsen's Landlag is
but one stopplng-off point in the sad pilgrimage from the bright sunlit

world of 3t. Petorsburg to the mediewal village of Eseldorf,
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buried in.ignnrghde:and ﬂﬁépair.-,fﬁﬁiﬁ?é-?isién of-childhnndfﬁm
Heppy Valley, iannéﬁtareﬂfi# Haﬁﬁibal,'fha idyllia town of his
childhoeds - | ' |

A town of gun, forast shade, drowsy

peace, . limpld epotienn, simple hu- - - @
asnity -~ snd eternit; gning by on

the mejostic rivar.,

Bannibal 1l the most Amportont fact that shopez Temint's mind znd
foelings, |

Et. Paterpburg is viedbly reminiceent of Hznmibal, Temdin
conjures up g cela, repoeeful toim ceen through the vivid eya.

of huyhnn&:

Saturday morming was come and 211
the susmier world weae bright pnd
fresh and brimminge with 1ife. Thare
waa & gong in every heart: and 1f the
hesrt wns young the muzlo lssuned

at the 1lipe. There was choer in
ovaery f5¢2....The locast Eraas

were in Hleoom, and the fragrance of
tke 'blﬂEEﬂms fi1lad thE Bj-raovl--
Cardiff hill,..,.wvas greesn with
vegetutlon... dreany, reposefnl,

and inviting,17>

Mcny timee Twelin goes back to hls boyhood period znd write about
it from hils racollecticnn of Hannibel 11fa, though hls attitude
tﬁwurd hlis pemorieas chenges with the yesrs. It im = typical
villpge whéra pecple of gll sortes and clesscee live and Tunin .

presents examples of gll strate of soclodty from Judge Thatchor

to Muff Potter and Imjun Joe. 1I% 1s a happy torm, e paredice of
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¢bilehdod, dooiel évilg m&atery,'viﬁlenne,.tarrﬂr-anﬂ_axnitement
are ell prasent in this world. Yet, purliy and goodness cunqﬁer
evll and reaign triumphant in en idyll ‘of inno¢enece and happiness.
Annthar hnne far childhnad in fnund in the Grangerfords!
home ln Huck Pinn, IHuck finds himaelf comfortable there. Though
the house reveals bad taste of the provinclal arlstocrate, 1% le
£%il1l o good plece to live, To Euék, it is'a-“mighfr nice family,

w 176

and a mighty nlca house!. Huck is anchanted by its style znd

decoiatione.

However, Tualn'a nogtelgie feﬁre;tinn af thE.HlsaiHEippi
River town before the War changes, even in Huck Finn, It caases
%o be s romaptic Aasge but tends o reveal more realistic -zspecte of
lifey, and =2 bittorness enters the vision. AR eXamplie le seen jin
Bricksville, Arksonans, which exposes the depresring aitustion ol
a pmall river town. Bepidee, filth, brutelity, cowardice,
ignorance and vulgarlty, the fown is filled with nmud streets,
junk heaps, run~down houses, plgs rolling about in the mire and

logfers roaming in the town:

The hounees had 1ittle gnrdens around
tham, but they didn't peen to ralse
hardly aaything in them but jimpaon
weads... and esh-pllen, snd old curled
up boote and shoes, mnd pieces of
bottlesz, and repgsy and played-«out tin
vET2. ..« There wns generly hoge in

the¢ garden....There wng empty dry-
goods bBoxes under the awnlngs and
loafers roosting on them g1l dsy

long, whittling them with thelr

Barlow knives: and chawing tobacco,
and gaping and yawning end ptretching --



137

a nighty ornery lot,... All the
streets and lanes was Jjust mud,
thay wmrn't nothing else but
mud == mud az bleck as tar, and
'nigh about a foot decep in some
rlaces; and two or three inches
" dasp in gll the placems. The
hozs loafed ané Zrunted apound,
gveryvheros. You'td see a muddy .
pow and a lltter of piga come
laaying alonz the atreet and
whollop hereself right down in
the wwy, whers folks had te tmlk
around her....+77 :

Thua, the very.real and concretoly realleed backunrdness
of Brichaville intyuder upen Tvein'c iﬂyllic image of his boyhand
Henﬁihal. In.Puﬁd'uhEaﬂ Wileon, Twain prejects another river toum,
Doawson'z Landing, The toun shares the seme pleasent, reposefnl
asﬁeata of £t. Petersburg, with pretty homes, white-~washed exterlors,
gweet frahgrant flowvers in gpring aend ntesmboots paseding up ond
doun every hours
The toun wms cleepy and comnfortuable
il contented. It weg fifty yearc
8ld, c¢nd was EToVing slowly =« very
glowvly, in fzet, but still 1t was
. grovwing.178
Rowever, benesth thage pleaning aspedtsy Twaldn lays open
tho hideous side of the tawm, the soclal crime ac found in tha
1nrtitation of ela#ury;. Pwain polnte out the fplsity of aocepted
valles and the hotred, contempt, cruelty and brutality of the white
arictacrats towards the Heérnas.
Twndnts visien of triumphant innacence ie eompletely gone

and Hoanidal is bho langer in the Bappy Valley. Tha fact that
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Twaikn 1s no longer romanticlaing his childho?d doee not mean that
now he can see his childhood home cleerly, Ao we have emphasiged
before, the vision of his childhood home was praclous iu him; snd
when he could no longer belleves in it, he was Rade hitter; So the
vlllages of hig later writing are worae thsn they would haove been
in reality,

| HEadleyburg ie th? ?illaga in Twmin's late writing that 1a
the getting for one of hils bitterest attacks on the fraud and
hypoerisy of American soclety. It ia a model of goodness,. It hasg
galoned the reputation of being the mogt honast and npright town
apong ell its neighbtars. The reputation has been retained for:
three generations, But there 1o a contrast betwsen appearence
gnd replity, for in fact, Hadieyburg iz filled witk hypocrisy,
dizhonesty sand fraud. The rezlity ls exposed when there comes to
the town a mystericus ctranger onopmed Stephengson who leaves a sack
ol gold with Richsrds, cashier of the bank in Hadleyburg and perpe-
tratsp o hoax. With the geld o note 1o left indisating thot he
waa ohce helped hﬁ a pative of the toun and.th- natlive gave him
$ 20 vith gome zdvice., The words of advice wers "Ifou are far

179 That native was the - -

from being s bed mpur Go, sgnd refora."
decessed Mr. @Goodson and therefore Stepheson wlshea to glve the gold
to the @mon who had onoce done Goodson a great service without kmowing
the full vglue of it., The reciplent must ¥now the exact words had.
Goodeon said to him on that day. At the apme time, Stephengon

gendes cnonympus letters to nlnsteen prominant cltlszenpg of the town
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confirming that each ér_them 1s Goodson'es benefactor snd also revealing
Goodson's's words to Stephenson in the letter. Atephenson then on-
sloses the worde of advice in ancther sesled anvelope to be opeted

in tha-chu;oh in one month by the Rev; Mr, Burgese. 0On that ococzelon,
the benefactor can:ciain the gold Ej_tﬁrning in an pn?ulnpa_W1th the:
words of advice written out,.

Stephenson's plan to F“fr“Ft tha town dnap quk.. In ningtean
- householda the scame conversations taks place between husband and
wife in finding methods tn.gain the money dighonestly. At last en
the sppointed day, the envelopes are opened and they raveal ﬂightaen.
ldentical efforts to get the monay by means of fabricated evidence.
Thuay the reputation of the town lg now lont for good, Howéver, the
-mintster Burgess protecte Richards by suppressing the fraﬁdﬂlént
nota that Rickards has sulmitted in support of his claim to the
money. Therefora, the town zssuses Richards 1s honest, cmd the
rewnrd 1lp given to him, including tha;hrgiseﬂmm.the community. But,
gt lact Richerde dles from the pangs of guilt and ghanme.

The man who corrupted Hadleyburg ie almozt like the dewil,
an outeider who comes to the olty, destroys its regpactabllity anad
reputuation,. then iearas the town. Similer to Colonel Bherburme and
- Pudd'nhepd Wilgon, the man fe. an outaider who is dutauhud_:rum_tha
community. of Handleyburg. He is in fact once agsldn a wversiom of _
Twoln himself, teldng revenge on hic tressured memoriea of childhood,
After hic vigit to Hannibal in 1882, the 1dyllic image of childhood

e

was ahatter;ﬁ. Twain became angry at tha memsriepn for having
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faoled him, He thereforo conjures up his boyhood hofe again in
Badleyburg, and puté g Meork Tuzdn self-projectien into 1t to desiroy
ite aelimestean and belief in its geodness and then Leaves town.
Stephensonts revanpga om ﬁadlayburg' fgf suna'undieploaad offence
againct Bim by a resident of the town is a motive of an angry men,
Twain, who is disgusted vith his memorise end wante to ﬂeétruy:hheh{

‘Dadloyburg is omly ohe of Twain's re-craations of an .
Aperican toun, The demonstration of all kinda of evll ewlsting in
ito cnmmunit# ﬁrnjécts Iwaiﬁ'é black vicion of America snd of man,
People in Hapdleyburg ere displaying only human n.atuze and becrpuse

L)

of their QEaknesaes they have az gtrong tenﬂsnay'tafe?il rather

that to do goéd. We.have come = long way trnﬁ Tﬁain thé eaomadiani
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