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HMark Twain was ¢onverted to downrdght
worship of Joan....

-~ Berpard Shaw, Preface to 8aint Joan

CHAPTER T2 PEREOMAT. RECULLECTIONS OF JOAN OF ARC

Ancag 2ll his wworks, Twaln econsldared Personzal Recollections

of Joan of Arc hie bost. He had a lifelong interest in St.Joan's
story and thie Hald of Orleans wae bis favorite ¢haracter in hilstory,
no doubt because her atory is the atery of lmmnecence and virtue
triunphdng over evil. As a thirteeneyear=old printer's apprentice
in Hannibal, Twaln became fasclnated by A leaf from a book which
described the lnld's permecution in prison by the rough English
soldiery.laﬂmhe interest wae Eept alive while Twaln wae engaged
in writing hie earlier works. During that time he spent twelve
¥ears studying her atory. He then spent another two in writlag
its Since the book “cost” him the mowt, he thowght i was his
best work., In 1930 he said:

I 1like the Joan of Arc best of all

my books; & 1t 1e thg best; T koow

it perfectly well..].-.l

I have pnever done any work before

that cost 5o much thinkdng and

volghing ard measurdng and planning

and erneming, or go much cagtionﬂ
and painsfiking execution,1®2

Such remarks surprlee lattereday readers whoe can only vonder
why he could think the book hls beets In fact,the time and cnergy
Twxin devoted to writdng the book wae largely wasted and the

outconc ie closc to total fallure. It 3F obvious that in this work
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gsodething wore was involved than Twain rational mind, He was
caotionally connd ttad to tho book and thig extra dMdmension vas
. . 1

something he wos not in control of,.

Tuoin hod lost his falth in meniddind, Evil had been

grovlng more z=nd wore powerful in hig later works, i Connectient

Yankce and Pudd'nhend Wiloon. - It'is therefore a great surprisec

to ace fhe vigion of triﬁmpﬁﬁnt dnnoeence belng established again
in gggg of Arcs Twain creates Joan mm an eubodiment el purity,
gouth and innocence, radiant and serene in the world of evil.

Joan 15 completely a flat character with ne dimensions at all,

In the.cnurtrnnm where she ia brought for trial, Joan 13 showed
Tfriendless and alone among the learned jury carefully selacted

for the destruction of the Mald. But Joan defice them with her
Drescnce of mind, courzge, rortitude,-intélligence, congtanecy,
eimplicity and eandor, They weary and burden her with long and ..
cooplicated guestions, Sometimes the interrogalrs ahift their
ground suddenly and pasa to another subject to pee if she will
contradict ﬁerself} But Joan always replies wlth astonishing
wisdom, memory nnd great prudente as if whe 1g ingpirec. Many
times they et trepe by ashing questions that wlll lead her to
say souething dangerous for her safety, but Joan dlasppointe the
courtroom nhd says with repoaeful Andiffereance, "Pascez nutrc."lsa
Ea#h trap falls. 1In fact, Twaints image of Joan is vwnrealintic

and uncnnrincing}' She aymboliﬁea the totr) triumph of the innobent;
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. Ak, had she o mind sueh as I have
descrlbed? You sec what those priests
.say upder gath == pleked man, men
chosen for their places in that
terrible c¢ourt on account of their
learning, thelr experience, their
Ireen znd practised-intelleots, and
theilr strong blac against the pri-
soner. They mnke that poor yomng
countyy~glrl out the match, and moro

;. than the mateh, of the sixty-two
trained adepts. Ian't 1t po?
They from the University of Pards, che
from the gheepfold and the cowmatablet
Ah, veo, she waa great, she wese
wonderful. It took six thousand years
to wrodueo her; her liks will not he Eeen, a)
in the earth agoin in the fifty thousand.

Any randoa conmarison with tbe Saint Joan 07 Dermard Shaw shouo
how the herolns ard inquieitbors ﬁf Twainta romance arc no woro
coLplexly draem than stock black-and-white characters fron melo-
drama,

Tuzin sentimentalizes the image #f Joan by hie excosngive
and extreme zdniration of hers The reanon for the sentimentalization
im partly boernuse Joan appeals to his romantie ideal of woman-
hood. But o fer deeper, more complicated reason ims that ioan is
his only hope to recapture his paychologioal balance, to regain
his vicion of innoscsnce. At this time, Twain had puffered the
loss of perszonal inner harmony. His vislon of 1ife had become
blacker and blagker and bis vislon of ohildhood and happinesa had
been dcstroyed. The vislon of the Bappy Valley in Tom Sawyer
and Ilaglt Finn io built on personal experdencs and imagination and
it hos pribarily = perconsl meﬁning.rather tﬁan B univorsal onc.

When lator, peapimiam has o streng hold on him, ha’jﬁ% longer able

to conjure up such a vielon. He thersfore seeks out a story in
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which he can rg-establish his folth in llfe. He finds Jnan}s
pbory =~ cnbeddod in higtorical fact == auitahle for the purpoce.
It iz the story of & weal, hintarical-tfiumph ﬁvef innoecence, ROt
just an ifopinary one. Thuo, Twmin can paeﬂn innocchacs agaln sime-
*ply by ztickzlng fo the bhsterical aecount, and yithout haviag

to fight through the blackness to :i‘.n'van.t-hia own story. fivmin
wrotc the gbery almost therspeutleally, as i? by Eeeping ‘the
paacaiul vislorn of avil before hizs ayes, he could ward off tim
derlker vision threctening to engulf him.

Bui Tvmin is too oentimental about women to manage &
believable portrait of ono with whom his amotions are involved.
Worse than that, psychnlnﬁically too mueh was at stake. In thc
courtroon cecnu, Joon is prescnted as anlinnocant maiden conguors
inrs ~1l1..J0onts pendlue has flowered wilthout traimdnp, doon is
palae and tﬂuuyhant at such creatllength that the book sinlis liito
borederl, To accuge Marik Twudn, hf 21l people, of wnadorncd
gentivent~lina 40 o ecrious charge, bBut it ia a charpe that Dust
be lovelod, An e havoe soen, Twaln trded hard to scarch fox
realien both in expression and in his view of life. Hig attack
orr tho Cznzge fone by Scott'w romantlc novels and his strong aticck

-

onr Coopor'o ideplirmed image of the.ﬂbhla Red ¥an and Cooperls
rorontic fictlaons, Eﬁg Pathfinder and The Deerslayer, oxernplify
how Tynin reogordad realdsc as his guldiopg literary principla.

Yet, dronieslly cuch o confirmed anti-rﬂmanficist camee to produco
in Joan 2f Arc o worz of total romanticiam and sentincntalization.

The boos 13 avidenco of how carelessly Twaln unconsciously abandoned

his ovn litorary prineiple. In the Praface of Joan of Are, tha
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cuthor's dismaying tone and mstiva are revsszledi

Maon we yeflcet that her ecountry
was the bratalesi, the wickedest,
the rottenost in bistory ainece
- the darisat ages, we are loat in
oider nt the mirnele . nf much a5
Product IJiom sueh a 8o0il, .. Buii
the charceter af Joan of Are is
unigue. X% can be measured by the
atardards of all tipes without
tinpiving or dpprehension as to the
romuelt.  Judgod by any of thems
Juiges by 211 of them, it im still
Flailsoe, it 45 still ideally per=
fogz.lud .
Tuein intenilonnliy natg um hor pdrtral$ ag a controat teo the
age she llved in. Boaecurns of her und guencas, Twadin tendo o
nalkte hor o Chrlst fisure, the Mideally perfeet” individual .o
[£3
"6 not oade o othonn ape nada."lUEJnan ia clearly = godn: bas
aloa o suporhwwnan child, Durinz her trinl, "ghe roec obove the
1ini tations and infirmitiecs of our human nature,"1U?
Sitdlarly to Huel: Finn and A Connecticut Yankee, the
book in uritten in the firpl=person narrative techniqus, Teegupsh
Lowls dc Conte, Joan's 1life and the account of har oartrrdom ore
revealedg, ﬂawever. here 1t ib 2 vacless device and nothing; iz
gxined by the wse af thes firetperoon narrater. In introdueins
de Cante to tke readers, Twaln gaye that de Conte wes Jo-n'c
Page and secrotnry vho ws with her from the beginndng until ke
end. Twedn rointo ou? that simee de Gonte had shared the anrie
eEporionce as Jonn over ciuce their chdldhood, he chould he bHost

qualiiicd to tell her storys
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I vwas her playmatoe, and I fought
at her slde 1o the warei to thins
day I carry 1n my mind, fine and
clear, the pleture of that dear
littla flgure..:.l was with her to
the 2nd... By hand Hag the last
she touchsd in 1ife,l 8

But de Conte's special relation to Joan turns ouk not ‘to
be an ageet; the tone of the ook, the tons of centimental adulafinﬁ,
‘éocs net help either, Tusln galns oo adfantage in letting do Conta L .07,
tell the otory, especlally sinee de Conte's peraonality is not revealed
through nls volge. In Huek Filpn, the firsteperson device proves a
-puceess mince Huck's personality 1s completely revealed in the
booiz, Eouls de Conte s in fact only Twaln's wehlcle to sentimentalize
and weep over Joan. The tone of the book ip consistently stilled

maudlin, and nowciahi

It ig pitiful to think of thepe things.
Une wonders how they econld treat

that poor girl gn. She had not done
them any harm,l89

Agoin, in the eourt-room, de Conte sperka in Twain's voles
deacriblng the absurd, exaggerated portralt of Bidshop Cauchen and

sentloentaliging over Joan'n fate in the trial:

¥hen I looked around upon thim

arny of magterg of lagal fence...

and remembered that Joan mupt fight

for her gocd name and her life- single-

handed agalnst them, I asked mypelf what
chance an ignorant poor ecuntry-girl of
nincteen coulé have in such an unequal

conflict and my heart sank dawm low, very

loire Vhen I lookasd agaln et that ohese
president, puffing and wheezing there, his grect
belly distending and receding with each breath,

end noted, his three chinp,,+ and his repulsivo
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cauls fTovyor nose, and his cold and

Dallpnant ayeg =- a brute, evepydetall

0f bl -- ny heart sank lower still.190

But vhen Joon entere the court-room, des Conte FAves us a

rortrait of-a ronoaticized young girl:

What a dajnty 1ittle figure she wae,

© - 4nd how gentle and laomnoent, how
wlnning and besutdful in the frash
hloen 6f her seventeen yearsll9l
The account of Twaln'a attack on organlmed religion and

the momarchial government found in Joan of Ar¥¢ repeats the same theme
of Ihe Innoconts Abrond and A Connecticut Yamkes, Similarly to
A Connegticut Yankeo, Joan of Arg proves a fallure bécause of Twainls
lack of detachmeant, becnume of nnbslanee and overgtatement, and
because of the sophomoriec quality of the argument, Twaints
pertralt of Cauchon 1s a eariocaturs of absolute evil. His distaste
for Cathelicisn A5 dlasplayed by hims attack on the Blghop and his
assoclatesd, by showing their hypoerisy and their cruelty and injastice
to Joan. In fact, Twain writes the bock wtth his emotions; the
book is deprived even of ths flavor of histordecal authentieity,
Now and then he even slipn and makes de Conte mouth his own
pessimistic beliefs about the depravity of the human raoce. ihen de
Conte hears the reports that the King was going to ransom Joan, he
Bays:

I believod theﬁe, for I waos young

and hzd not yet found out the 1littlew

hess and mepnness of our poor human

race, which brags about i1tself ap

puch, and thinke it 13 better and
higher than the other animplg.l9%:2
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Thip 15 hubszn nature zad it will not chango; man cannof
iuprove. The pasezge euggesta once agoin Twain's painZul awarensss o
of the ineconvertible evil in bBuRanity. Joan will aliwsys be killed
vhenever che anpoars in ‘the torld asinec her vietory i only im moral
prineiplo. flam 15 not pade to appreciata her goodnesa znd Jonn
vill mdrmya ho indned aceording to hunan pottincsa.

f8 & vihele; the book proves a fallure, thoush Temin worked
nost lnbkoriovaly and treasured it greatly. The book 1p hia deaporate
- artiatic attemn? to repain peorsonal balancs ond ingaer harnony .

But it f2ilpo boonusce the offort to recapture faith in lanoconee ig
strained and ordtificial. Joan is hia emly hepe Lo regain his
viewr of innoscanee. She ia part of bigtery, a triwiphant figurce in
the yorlid of ovil, ond Twadn sémes upon her liks o drawning nan
clutching at siraws. Tealn strains to mske his point. He malkes
1t at exZeauly great leagth, six Bundred pages of the sane unrelleved
sentlnent, over znd over agair. The povel ic teddsum; i1t 2o not
m eonmpligatcd conough vehicle ta support every-tlung tic noods to uae
it for, cond oftzn logea contro) over his metaerial and ceta lost in
leng drormeout flat historical marragtive. Thugs, his aticsnt to
resodn £a3ith in lnnoecence is a failure; The book 1h fact cénfaina
aorie of Trmints yorst uriting. cartainly the leasi intoresting of
hia sajer woris, ant 15 ofton almost unreadable.

Bvon ot that, Joon's triuspk is only o mowral vietosy, for
inroccrnes Coom not literally triumph. Joan of Are in burnad at
the gtoke. Tyoin hkoowvm, even in this last long hiymu to innﬁ:cnce,

thot Jocn'c vietory 15 at best incomplote. DCver if innoocnes ond
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virtue shonld survive, oven if w0 admlrs thope who are innncent and
virtucuo, tho world is oo constructed that the innocent and the

virtuous arc doosucd. The Joans will alumya be cTacificd,
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