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ABSTRACT

Culicoides, small biting midges whick belong to the Mematocerous
family Ceratopogonidae (= Heleidze), were gollected from several areas
of Thoiland in order to determine the spepisg present, and their
seasenal and geographical distribution. The greoter part of the
specimans for the study were obtained from light traps operated at

the horse farm of the Red Cross Society of Thailand in the coastal
town of Bang Phra, Cholburi Province, Ssutheastern Thailand., Light
traps operated there on & systematic basis for the collection ef
mosquitoes for virus study, consistantly yielded large numbers of
Culicpides. Theze were scparated from the collections, identified in
aleohol or in slide mounted preparations, a2nd tabuloted by time of
geliection, Wing patterns and the number of spermathecaze in the
females proved to be the best group characters, while finer details

of the mouthparts, palps and other structurcvs, including the m=le
genttalia, were usually needed for species determination. Sewveranl new
specles were found at Bang Phro. The seasonsl obundance of the various

species were tabulated, and Culicoides peregrinus was found to be the

most abundant species during mwost of the year. C. amamicnsis was the
most abundant, however, during June,

Specimens were also exanined from & number of other localities
in Thailand, including Bangkok and “hiengmai, to determine what other
species might be present. All of the species of Culicoides found
during the study were redeseribed as en aid %o future workers in

Thailand., A key to all species wos preparsd, as well as photographs
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of the wings, and drawings of the more iwportunt wmorphological festures.
Culicoides have not yet baen found to carry human or animal disense
in Thailand, but the present study should be of assistance to those

- condueting such gtudiss 1in the future,
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