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Backgreound of the Troblen

Larguage is the basic mediun of communicatlon among every
known group of human selngs. o iribe, even the mest prisitive,
i . > : 1
hag ever been found which i1z without Isnguage.
tnderstanding other languages 18 cssenblial when communicas
tion between diftferent speech comimnitics is mecessary. ven 1n
prizitive comsunities, relationships betweon one trive andg another,
- n 1 Ll
al least in times of peace, reguirc understanding of escn other §
larpguzges. Wowadays the inereasing ease of cosmunication as a
result of modern technoicpical progress has induccdeloser relation-
ships pelweor weonle all over the woridy This has nade ths learning
of foreipn laapuages vecorse more important than ever boefore.
fis bhe aumber of lanruagces bnrouphoub Lhe world is
. B . ) _
approxinctely 2,790, it is impossible for apyone to loarn them all,
Feople obviously prefer to learr theso lakpguagersn which havae

practicsl cpreal on tae basis of numboers of speakers, georraphical
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digtribulion, comwercial, scicndific, cultural and political
itivgrtance., On the other harnd Lthe srvoakers of najor languapes
have rarely boeen interested in Lhose lonpusges whicli are of minor
_impurtanca, except for certalr specisl wurposes such as religious
proselytizing, English snd “Fronch, for exauple, are studied as
forgtgn languages in most parts of fthe worlc, while the wseterners
who has mastercd even one Afsiatic tonpgue in viewed as &xceptinnal?

Thailung hzss been ir close contact with woesterners since the
perios of King Zawma IV and this cenbfach increased wiik bhe exXpansion
ol colonialism during the last cemiury. In order to keep abreast
with_the world develepuents and raintain her precarious independence,
Thailand wade timlcoss eiforts to prococte the ssudy of English and
ant Frescil as wuell as encouraging sore and more students to oo
abroad.

At the same time the pumber of westerners in Thailand
increased. Tho majority of thoem are Fngiish snd French speukers.
They have come for dany different reasorns, mostly cofilerciol tut
more recently for cultural excronze as well ag sconofic znd
tecanical co-operation. It iz obvicus thet the stucy of Thai has
recelvad less attention from the Enplish and French recidents than
the lasguages of those speaxerz have frow Thai people. Nevertieless
witnin Thallond thoro 1z & need fer a greater effort on the part of

mahny long-term residents teo learn to comeunicate in Thai for




purposca of @eiual understanding.

Thoe rmglizte and ¥ronch gpeoking rosgidents in Yheailznd,
whethor they are intersstoed in learning 'nai or act hove to use
many Trel werds that are irnvelved dir thelr deldly 3ifs, for instance,
place nomes, woms ol sone Thal peoplo, cte.  fose werds are
uritten in tac ®oman alphabdet for the Westerners. fhe different
thonaleglcael patterns of Znglish and Freonct will eazuse thoe siocakers
of those lenguages to produce Thai words diticrently sivce 'The
individusl who comes 1rn cortact with = foreseon luppunge brings with
him his rative lirguistic nabits-~its sounds and structures which he
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tends to iransfor to the new lonpguage’™.

Exazpizs con pe shewh Dors as it the Thai words pasin'
vy =
A bl iy Ly ' CE - .
/phaa ein/ {(UA7U) and "nampla’™ /man plaz/ (USU31) Snglish spcukers
may hove o problem in pronouncing an initial unaspirsted Y"p'oin

fnﬁm wlaa/ but no difficulty in an initiel cspirat.d “p" in fphga

A
sin/ On the pther hané this probies iz rovovsed for French spealicrs.

The Froblon
Thiz sztudy is an atteswt o anciyze vhe preilens in learning
Tha! pronunclobicsn crising from the different phenolegical putterns

of ponglishk ard Freanch oand in transceribing Thodl into ordinsry Teglish

Foongluang Lruzirachuc, Thai apd Wngiich: & Compsrative

Study of Fhonology for Fodapogical Arplications, { Indiana: a thesis
submitbed Jor the Doctor of Iducation depree, indiana lniversity,
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and French orihoprarhy. The firdines resulting from this study
may he kelrful in prepvaring matericl for teschicg Thal te Znglish
and Froeder peopls in fthe arez of prenunciation.  Sirce the
knowlcdgé of Thei of wmary westeorn rusidents is relutively poor
bocsuse of various ronsons such as:  peoor teacalny by Thels, the

lack af knowledge of the Thal Longusge bty Thals, as well as pear
teaching meierials, it is belicved %y the writer that this study

will help wromots more e¢f ficient losroing of Thal by Westerners, and

a mere efficlent toaching of Thai oy native Thal spealzrs,

Felated Studics

It iz oriy since worla #or II that there have becn o few
studies of Lhe Thai lﬁnguage Ly modarn 1inguists? Thedir names and
work have Yeen refermd to in the docteral thesls ol Dr. Foongluang
Eruatrackue: Thai aznd Eunglish: A Comparsziive Study of Phonclogy

-
for Tedesocicnl Rgplicationﬁ”? Dr. Foorgfuang kruatrochue mode o
study oi Thai and Srplish phornolory bub hor mairn purpose was to help
in preporirns wateriazi for teachking Erglish to Thal students. hovaver
her study of Thoi phoaelogy will liclp 2o the besis for analyzing the

oreblem of Yrplish ond Frepel: spezitcrs ds locrning Taad.
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Objcctivqg

The main purpocses of this study sre az follows:

T To cotvare the phonolegical probilems of French and
Imgzish speoakers ir their recognitiern arnd preduction of Thal words,

2. To moke suggestions for the prepsratien of watsrisis for
tesching Thei to k- lish ond French spcokers.

2. To make sasgestions for a more intelligible troanscription

0f Thai inte ordinury Zoplich and Urensh ortnography.

Limitation of Survey

The fipdings of thisz study sre basced ow the data obtoined
from the inforrants of only 12 Zrglish speakers znd 12 French
speakers living in Thaxlzad, The study is concerncd only with fheir
pronunciation as twe ssphrate groups without differentisting belbwcep
individual pronupciation. Individuzl nases are onittoed and code
nunbers are used ingtead.

The study of juncture 1z cxecluded since the corpus of data

consicts of & list of words, not 2 continuous text.
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