Chapter 1
SOURCES AKD GENERAL EVALUATION

George Eliot came late to her writing. She waz almaost

Torty when ghe wrote Scenes of Clerical Life. Her memories

provided the substance of almost gll of her novels, worked
upon bty her creative imaginstion. She always turnecd back Tor
her material to scenes from her eerly life and she almost salways

wrote about provincisl life. {(Romolg and Daniel Derondg are

the two expeptiona)n

The germ ol Adam Bede was a story that she ance heard
from her aunt Mrs. Samuel Evans, who was a Methodist preacher
and who had accompanied a condemned girl to the place of her
execution. PFrom this she got the idea of Hetty Sorrcl who 1ig
condemned to death for committing inf'anticide, art of Dinah
Morris, the HMethodist preacher, who comforts Hetty in the
prizson and goes with her on her way to the scaflfoeld. Georze
Fliot always slluded to Adsm Bede as "My Aunt's Story". Adam
Bede himself is suggested by Marian's father, Rokert Evans, en
upright, self-respecting workman: Dinah Morriz by her aunt;
rs. Poyser by her own mother, the daughter of a yeoman Tarmer
who had a shrewd tongue but 2 warm heart. The character of
Dinah Morris, George Eliot says, "grew of my recollections of
my aunt, but Dingh is not at all like my aunt, who was a very
small, black-eyed womzn, and {as I was told, for I never heard
her preach} very vehement in her style of preaching. She had
lef't off prenching when I knew her, being probably siXty years

old, end in delicate health; and she had become, as my father
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told me, much more gentle and subdued than ghe had been in the
days of her active ministry a2nd bodily strength, when she could
not reat withuut?exhorting and remonstrating in season and
out of season'. Similerly, the character of Adam Pede; and
one ar two incidents connected with him, were sugzeated by

rF
Robert Evan's sarly l1life. But Adam is not my Cather anymore

than Dinah is my aunt?jz George Eliot told her publisher
that her first full-length novel would e "£full of the breath
of cows and the scent of hay."

Lewes, to whom the book was read chapier by chapter,
cxpressad a fear that Adem's part throughout was too passive
and sugrested, that he srhould be brought into more direct
collision with Arthur Donnitharne. This doubt, she declared,
haunted her, and out of it grew the scene in the wood between
Arthur and Adam. To George Eliot, the fight between them “came
to me as a necessity". 1 myself share Gerald Bulletfs copinilon
that 1t does not strike the reader s=o. The fight, Forced on
Arthur Donnithorne by Adam Bede, shows clear signs of having
been forced on Adam Bedc by his author. It 1s a uselul piaece
of mechanism, Lut it ie not, as narrated, consistent with
Adam's character as we have learnt to know it. BSo, too, was
Dinan's ﬁarriage with Adam Eede a direct result of Lewes's wisgh
that she should be, and remain fo the end, the prinecipal

35 Adam Bede'as love Tfor Dinsh is not at all con-

figure,
vineing. This is porhaps beeause Dinah is peortrayed as a cold
perscn who devotes herself only to God, aml Adam does not

show any sign‘befurehand that he is going teo love Dinah.
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Hetty's pardon, dramatically brought to the place of execution
by ﬁrthur Donnithorne at the last minute, is an artificial
device to spare the reader. 3Dut these arc the only flews in a
rich desecription of rural life of George Eliot's own time.

Her rural secnes, her pictures of life in farm~houses, are wons-
derfully narrated. The narrative strength of Adam Bede lies
in the Hall Parm Sccnes.

Adam Bede was n popular suceess wnen it came out. R.E.
Francillon, who in that year was a young man of elghtecn sald,
"Not even Sherleoex Holmes got such a grip of the publie mind .
in 1892 as Adam PBede in 1859.% The hooX came out in February,
end in April Lady Rose Fane wrotc to her brother, "Mr. Elwin
{editor of the Quarterly) has sent you Adam Bede because it is

'making a noise'. Everyone is reading it."

Mrs. Gaesxell wrote
to Charles Norton, "I think I have a fecling that it is not
worth while trying to write while there are esuch books as

Adum Bede and Scenca from Clerical Life . On the other hand

Fitzgerald protested that he could not read "your Adam Bedes".

A good many people were shocked at some of the scenes in the
boock and cternly put it away. Lord Sanderson says that his
father considered George Eliot's works improper, and there werc
34

many who sharcd his oplinion.

Like Adam Pede, The Mill on the Flgsg ie aboub provincial

lifc end is drawn from the author's direct experience. It is
the book in which she drew most directly on her own early life.
Wc can safely call this book a novel containing autobiographical

elements. It is supposed to be set in Lincolnshire, with St Ogg's
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representing Gainsborough. But actually the scenery is nore
like the distriet in Wérwickshire where George Eliot was born.
Mageie, the heroine of this novecl, is a representation of George
Eliot herzmelf. Maggie Tulliver iep = sensitive and pessionate
girl wha longs for her brother's love and who loves her father
very much. George Eliot like Magsie, wes devoted to her father
and longed above all for the lowve of her brother,; Isaae. Maggie
repeats George Eliot's childish troubles for she 1e often in
diagrace for her vnmanageable mane of haldr and is ceonsidered
plain and untidy when unfavourably comparcd with neat, shy and
obedjent Lucy Deaneg; just s George Eliot had heen with her
sister, Christina. WMapgie loves Stephen Guest who is bound to
Lucy Deane, her cousin, and George Eliot too, loved a man who
was alrcady pledegced to somconc clsc. We can say that Moggle

in many waye is a study cof CGeorge Eliot hersclrl.

Criticeg in her own time were united in admiration of
George Eliot's portrayrl of children. The portraits of Tom and
Maggie as children, though thelr style of conversation has some-
times a synthetic air; are remerkable not only for general
truth but For a certain ruthloss fideli£y to the least amiables
Tfeature of child psyehclﬁgy, ite irngenucus and paremptory
cgoliem. Tom ie a masterful, self-satisficc amd beastful little
renster, and Magpgie isg the ndoring little sister, insatiably
greedy For effection. The scenc that sharply dramatizes the
dirffercnt charaecters of theee two iz when Tom shares his Jame
pulf with Haggie.35 Tom cuts the puff inte two halves and

hids Maggie shut her cyves:
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"Now, which'll you have, Maggie —- right hond or lofs?'
*I'11 have that with the jam run out,’ said Maggie, keeping
her eyes shut to please Tom.

"Why, you don't like that, you silly. You mey havc it if
1t comeas to you fair, but I shan't give it you without.
Rightor left-—you choose, now. Ha-a-a ' said Tom, in a
tonc of exasperation, as Maggie pecped. ‘You keep your eyes
shut, now, 2lse you shan't have any.' Maggic's power of sa-
crifice did not extend so far; indeod I - fear she cared

cless thaet Tom ghould enjoy the utmost possible amcunt of
puff, than that he should be pleassd with her for giving him
the kest bit. So she shut her eyes guite close, till Tom
told her teo'say which'; and then she szid "Left hand.'! "You've
‘got  it,'  said Tom in rather a bitter tone. 'What ! the
bit with the jam run out?®’
'No; here, take it' said Tom firmly, handing
decidedly the best picee to Maggle.
'Oh, plesse, Tom, have it: T don’t mind - I 1ike the
other: plesce taX%e this.’
'No, I shan't', said Tom, mlmost crossly, beginning on his
own infarlior piece.

Magzie, thinking it was no use to contend further began
too; and ate up her hall pull with consldersble relish as
well as rapidity. DBut Ton hed finishoed first, am® had to
look on while Maggpie ate her lagt morscel or two, feeling
in himself n capacity for morc. Kaggie didn't know Tom
wes locking o2t her:; she was geesowing on the elder-bough,
1ot to =lmoset everthing but & vogus scnge of Jam and idle-
NAEBG.

'Oh you greedy thing & ' said Tom, when she had swallowed

the last morsel. He wae conecicus of having acted very falrly,
and thouwsnt she ought to have coneidered this, and made up

to him for it. Ile could have refused a bit of hers beforechand,
but cone is naturally at a éifferent point of view before and
after one's own share of puff is swallowed.

Maggic turned guite pnlc. '0Oh, Tom, why didn't you ask me?'
'T wasn't going to ask you for a bit, you greedy. You might
have thought of it without, when you knew I gave you the
nest bitt
'But' I wanted you to have it - you know I did', said Maggie
in an injured tonc. '

'Yes, but T wasn't giving to do what wasn't fair, like
8pouncer. le always takes the best bit, if you don't punch
him Cor it; and if you cheoose the best with your eycs shut,
he changes his hands. Dut ig I go halves, I'11 go'em Tair —
only I wouldn't be a2 greedy' 6

I agree with Qerzld Bullett'sopinion that George Eliot
cannct contrive to make ué, even for a noment, find Tom lovable

as we do Maggle. But I do net agree with him when he said thet
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we have some ¢iffieulty in sympathizing fully with Magzie's
distress when Tom'e coldness or hostility is the cause, and
that we cannot imaginatively feel 1t with her but must need

37

take her word for it. Taking Maggie intoc consideration,

wie can 2ee that ehe is & passionate girl who is wvery attached
to héer brother, Tom, and who longs above all for his affecticn.
ohe tries every way to please himgeven to sacrifice everything
Tor him, but the conseguences zarc. thet she always makes him
cross. We cannot help being sorry and sympathizing with hor
when we zsce that her great efforts and good intenticns produce
nothing but disappointment (eg. the choice of cakes as has been
quoted above)}. Megpie, in nsr blind devotion, behaves like a
torn victims There is nothing positive in her lowve; on the
contrary, the positive position dis always held by the wilful
Tom, whose deeds are driven to cortain dictatorial cxtrcmcse
merely by the prezence of his adoring sister. The blame canncot
be placed on either one or the other any more than cne can
Elame either the positive charge or the negative charge when
lightning strikes. Tom and Mpogie, the two poles, live 1in

the constant hipgh tenseion of o power potential and o power
vaeuuam. Tom would never have behaved sc badly if he had met
with determined oppesition or with a siater who thouzht herselfl
an eéqual partner.

The gecond half of The Mill on the Flosg 1s weaker.,

George Eliot spends somuch of the book describing the child-
hood of Tom and Maggie that ghe carnmeot develop the last part

encugh. Stephen Guest, who is introduced late in the story,
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has nlwanys boen criticized as unworthy of Maggie and unlikely
to onttract her love. However, I am of' the apinion that Maggie
might pogsibly be nitracted by Btephen Guest because Maggie
herselfl, zlthough highly inteilectuﬂl, ig a passicnate girl who
lcads 2 starved kind of life teaching in = girlis school, while
Stephen 1s young, gay ond handsomc. Herc Geoorge Eliot might
be suggesting sexual feeling that springs between them, the

game A5 between Dorothen ghd Lodislaw in Middlemarch. Even

George Eliot, however, could not break the rules of Victorian
decorum to assert such a fecling directly. {We have to wait
for D. H. Lawrence for that.) I think that the nature of the
relationzship hetween Magpic and Stephen snd Dorothes and Ladislew
does Suggast'sexual attraction. There 1s nothing lncredinle
about thie from the point of view of character development.
There ie a Tault, howsver, in the lack of weight given to
sexual Teeling in the writing. In both booke the rclationships
ars unconvincing, therefore, because the deep attraction is
barely hinted at or, at best, ié a taclt assumpwion on the
reader's part, the reader being a Victorisn used to “reading
between the lines", ag it were.

Some believe that Maggie's refusal of Stephen Guest's
marriage proposal might support the idea that George Eliot
repented of her association with Lewes in splte of the fact
that the available evidence does not show this.35 R.H. Hutton,
an able critic, convinced himseld that Georpge Eliot "intended
her work as an authoress to bz expiatory of, or at leagt to do

all thnt was possible to counterbalame, the effect of her own
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example", I do not agree with thic in the leoast. T do

aEree with Gerald Bullettwhen he elaims that zhe does not
repent at all. ©On the contrary, she wantes to point out,
doubtless because she has been influcnced Ly Herbert Spencer,
that every individual has an equal right to act as he likes, so
long as he does not interfers with the similar liberty of other
individuals. Gerald Eulletﬁis explicit when he says:

But the points of differcnec between Magzic's problem
and Marien's arc clear and very significant. Maggie and
Stephen's predicament arcse from a conflict of huaman loyal-
tige. Each owed loyaliy both to Lucy and to Philip, whom,
if' thcy married each other, they must deeply hurt. Marian
and Leweg, as we have =scen, hurt nobady by their coming
together. It is significant, too, that George Eliot was
caref'ul not to confuse the issue by introducing legalistic
or semi=legslistic considerations: there was no gquestion
evin of breeking promises, of dishonouring the nlighted word,
far 8tephen was not formally betrothed to Lucy, nor Mogeie
tos Philip, The problem iz stated in terms of human kirdnessa,
and 1t proves insoluble. George Bliot is elear on the duty
of gelf-renunciation when the haopplness of octhers is at stake.
She is equelly 2lear that when two people are in love with
each othor they connot give cothers, in morriage, the happi-
ness they renounce for themselveS,..' .40

Like Adam Bede =nd The Mill on thg Flogs, Silag Meancr
is a kKind of "ecountry novel. It is like 2 fairy tale that 1s
expressed in cveryday village 1ife. Silas Marner is so complete
a worix of a2t that the reader feels no incongruity between the
remantie tale and its realistie setiing. Howevoer, it is not
a fairy tnle that ends in ocomplete hnppiness, f'or Godfrey has
to continue to suffer hise childlesgsseness, the penalty for dig-
owning his child for eipghteen years.

George Eliot wold Blackwood zmpoout EBilas barncr that :

"It came to me first of all ouite suddenly as a sort of

legendary tale, ouggzaicd by my rocollection of having once,
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in eariy childhocod, seén a linen-wcaver with a bag on his

back; but as my mind dwelt on the subjeet I became inclined

e a mere realistic trestment." It is interesting, however,

to notc that at the time when Ccorge Eliot wrote this beck there
was being circulatcd over Europe a translatien in PFreneh, in
Italian and in Dutch of a atory by RKraszewski - the populsr and

proeliric Polish steory-tcllier. Thnis bock was called Jermola tae

Potter the story of which ie singularly like that of Silas Marner.
Jermola, a man of humble life, having lost a kind mastcor, is
left destitute, without a single human tic. On the brink of
starvation he lives in one wiserable digmantled room that only
Partly shclters him from the hitter winds and blinding rzins

aof Poland. He sinks into a migssnthropic stato of mind, and

45 a gonsequence, becomes nn old man helfore hoe has passed middie
life. One evaning, as he ic praying hefore a fading wood Tire,
he 1s startled by what seems to be a human wail. He riscs

and passcs out of the door. There ne sece an infaont wrapped

in swaddling clothes. His henrt leaps out %o the child and
oecomes from that moment rejuvenated. Tove cnters his breast -
1ove alone c¢an make an old man young. After immense difficulty
he manages to 7et = goat whose milk nourishes the chilld through
infaney. His love of the child impels him to try his hand at
weaving to make a living. Thizs being only pertially succeseful,
he attempts the srt of pottery, succeeds, 2nd soon becomes

a properous marn. Hig fogterchild, » beautiful boy, becomes

a favourite in thc neighbourhacod, and thie pring2 the man into

friendly contact with his kind. DBut one day when the fostor-child,
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Radionek, who has lecarant Jermola's trode, is about twelve years
old. the parcnhts who have desertced him apoear on the scene,
and at once spelil the beautirfal idyll, They who originally
desarted him =2nd expased him in order, for ceértain reasons,
to keep eBeeret thoir clandcstine marriage, now claim him,
intending to rear him in accordance with their own stotion in
life. Jeormola and REadionek ase both broken hearted at this un-
expocted cstastrophe. But the pargnts pitilessly carry off
the boy. With them hc pinee for his fostsr-fathcer, and at
last runs away from them, and zoss to Jermola's hut., The two
flee into the forest and eventualily £ind = home in = distont
part of the country. But the fatiguss and the privations
of the journey break the Loy 's health, a fever siczes him and
he dies., Jermola ginks again into misery and despair. Years
alterwards we met a glimpse of a dscroplit, csmaciated old man
in a churchyard sitting near o grove. The children mock and
call him "the bony little man'" teezuse he scemed 1o consist of
nothing buat hones.ul

Whether Goorge Eliot read Kraszewski's story or not,
her treatment of it wzs bound te be hep own.ug The story of
the wcaver of Ravelo: was intended, s=2id its author, Y“to azet
in n strong lipght the remedisl influcneses of purc natural human
rclations* I think, she rcaelly achicves her geoal.

It ie interssting to know that George Eliot's Biles
Matner could arcuse in gsone readers of that time (1861) 2

citement and suspense equal to that cmuscd by famous sensztional

novels, Mrs. Panton saysd
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It wos just at the time when Silas Marncr had come out,
and ¢veryone was reading that most exguieite book. Papn
had 1t from Mudie's, and I read it aloud to him while he
worked. He was tantalized by the mystery of the disappearance
of Dunston, but I would not 2llow him to look at the end.
"Well, no one who has this copy shall wait ae long ag I
have done to know what hsppenced to the Tellos™, he said when
the book was finished; @nd he wrote at the bottom of an early
page juet what had happcned. The copy adtemvarde went to
Mr. Cresswell, who =2dored novels and read as many as Any
lovesick miss. He was furious, and there was & sharp guarrel
between him and my foether, and it was some tlime hefore he
forgave the offonce. 43

Felix Holt is o politienl rnovel s&lthough the politice

are not the best part of it. The vlot in Felix Holt is involved,

depending on legal complieations in the inheritance of the
Transome estate., Its plot reminds us of that in Blesk IHouse

(1852), written by Charles Dickeps. The plot in Bleask House

ie also invelved and depends on logzl compliecations in the
inhepritance of the Jarndyecc estate. The suit of Jarndyece ve.
Jarndyc¢ has dragged on and on. Here we can comnpare tho suit
of Jarndyce wva. Jarndyee with that of Byeliffe vs, Transome
(Durfey). Two other people who take a strangc intersst in the
Jarndyce estate are Sir Leicester and Lady Dedlock of Chesney
Wold, in Linceolnshire {(ef. Mrs. Transome who has hed a secret
love affairs with the farily 1lowysr and nas glwven birth to a
child Harold to whom she glves her narried name of Transcme},
S8ir Leglecester has a solicitor named Tulkinghern {cf. Jermyn)
who, like evory cthor reputable laowyer in London, ia involved
in the Jarndyce suit. One day whoen the Dedlocks are in
Tulkinghorn's office, the lawyer presents Lody Dedlock with a

document. At the sight of the handwriting {(ef. the chain
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and locket found hy Felix Holt and given to Mr. Lyan) she
gwoons. Immediantely ausﬁicioua, Tulkinghorn resolves to trace
the handwriting to ifts source. His search lusds him to Mr.
Snagsby, a statloner, but the bezst thoat Snoagsby con tell him
ig that the paper has been copied by 2 man named Nemo, a leodger
in the house of Mr. Krook, a junk dcaler. Mr. Tulkinghorn goes
to the houee with Bnagshy only to find MNemo doed of =n overdose
of opium. Convinesd that Nemo is not the dead man's real name,
the lawyer still can learn nothing of the man's identity or
connecti ong,

Esther Summerson {cf'= Esther Lyon who docs know her

rcal birth) seon finds an ardent friend and zdmircer in William
Guppy, 2 clerk in the office of Kenge ond Carboy, Jarndyce's
zoliclters. It is Guppy who first neotices Esther's resemblance
to Lady Dedlock. [(Mrs. Trznsome herselfl noctices, of course,
that Hareld Trangome looks 1like Jermyn) At lzst, the mystery
surrounding Esther begins to clear. A maid who took caorc of
Egther Summerson when she was young reveals that Esther'a real
name is Rowdeon. The dead Nemo is promptly proved to have keen
Captain Rnwdon, her father. Yeare befors he and the presant
Lady Dedlock had Tallen in love; Esthor iz their child. Angry
at her sister's disgrace, Miss Barbary took thc child and moved
to another part of the country. The motncr lator marrics
Dedlock. At the discovery of the truth, shec ie overjoyocd that
the child,whe hcr unforpgiving sister had led her to believe wag
dead, is still =live, and she resolves to reveal herself to her.

{The Transome'sa acknowledgement of Esther's claims and their
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walcome to the Transome home l1s equally Xindheartesd and
frank.} The LGitterneps of Lhe: fate.ﬂf Lady Dedlock and
Mrs. Traznsome arc alca parallcel, as arzc the downtall of
both lawyers, Tulkinghorn snd Jermyn. In Dickens, death is
the final sclution and, in Gecorge Eliot, a painful confron—
tation with the truth, bringing lasting shame and wrotehed-
ness for ail the guilty parties.

In Felix Hoglt there iz a vigorous pleturce of an election
and riot In a country town but the bast part of the novel liea
in the smetional drama of the Transone fsmily. There is nothing
in George Eliot's work more moving than the tragedy of Mrs.

Transomcg. Same of the characters in Pelix Holt recoll those

of the carlier novels. Rufus Lyon's sense of religzious vo-
cation is like Dinah Morris', Felix Holt's grumbling but devoted
mother rcealls Lizbeth Bede and Felix Heolt himself is net far
away rumoved from Adam Bede. Although Polix Holt is not one

of tho best known or widely read of George Eliot's novels
(prokably bocause of the legal complicstions amd the political

igsucs), it is one of the moet worth reading. Bleak House

i well conough known, though its plet is even morc complicated

and outlandish thaw Felix Holt and the portrayal of Lady Dedlock

beside that of Mrs. Transone makes the reador sce Dickene as

o eitizen of Fielding's world still, whereas George Eliot's
writing clearly lights up the path for future navelists of the
colibre of Hordy, James zand cven, as a woman writer of maturc
reflection and deep inesight, Virginis woolf..

Middlemnrch is considerad by most critics ag Gouorge Eliot’s
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masterpiece. On the 2nd of Docember she wrote in her Journal!:

"I am experimenting in a story (Miss Brooke) which I began with-—

out any scricus intention of corrying it out lengthlily. It is

a subkject whichk has buen recorded smong my possiblo thoemes

gver since I began to write fiction, bwet will probably take

new shapes in the development. Tn order to write it she scems
to have turned agide from a Vincy-Featherstonc-Lydgnte stgry?
with no notion then thet the two werce destined to be incorporated

in one book, ]'-'Iiniu:iILm’mlr-r:.‘nc.LI'5 That iz probably the reasson why

some crities chorge it with 2 lack of unity. Although Middle-
march does consist of a bundle of stories, they are carefully
tied together. Wo can divide Middlemereh inte 3 main storiea:
the story of Dorothen and Casanbon: the story of Lydgote and
Fosamond; snd the story of Bulstrode and Garth. However, Gcorge
Fliet puts in eome characeters to link tho thres main ztories
toegether, e.g. Ladirlaw fo 1link Dorothes with Bulstrode and
Lydgate, so it does hnot really lack unity efter all.

In this book George Eliot undertook to study every phase
of provincial life on the ave of the Roeform Bill, to show the
effcot of actions and opinlicena on individunls widely separated
in rank. The eharaecters in this novel are vory well snd realis—
vilcslly drawn. They are pesoplc of modcrate gifts and mixed
foulie nnd virtuce to whom George ®liot has given significance
by her respect for them as human beings and by her profound
symprnthy and compossion. Even whoen she wrpites of how Rosamond
Vincy's egotism destroys her husband, she also sces the dis-

appointing marriage through Rosamond's eyes. Bulstrode provides
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n good¢ exanple of George Eliot's sympathy. As a robboer of
a widow and orphans, he could sasily have been a villain in
the novels of a Cheorlcs Dickens, who is go blinded by pity
for the viciims that he can s=e¢ no cxtcnuﬁtion for thelr
tormentore. But with George Eliot, to understand is to pity
and as far as possible to forgive. George Eliot 15 not so
much concerned with describing what Bulstrodo does as with
why he doeg it. Thus we are not z2ilowad to judge someone
solely by his aetions. We have to judge meinly by his motives
and the state of his conscience.
When Middlemsreh came out, it mot with greot success.
Goorge Elict said, "No former book of mine hos becn recelived
with more enthusiaam, hnot even Adam Bede: and I have received
many decply af'foeting assurances of its influcnce for good on
individual minds". Lord Acton, who was a George Eliot enthusiest,
placed Middlemarech very high. Therc had been a touch of failure
he thought in the twe nproeeceding worka, Felix Holt nnd Romolas
"Tt was Middlemarch that revealed to me not only her grand
screnity, bLut her superiority to some of the grecstost writerﬁ"-ué
Virginia Woolf ecallzs it "one of the few English novels
written for grown up peeplc) Professor Geoffrey Tillotson
vpelieves that one ccoculd overrate 1t only by saying that it
wns caslly thoe best of the hal® dozen boest novels 1n the worldau?
In Qectober 1827, Gecorpe Eliot wrote to her publicher
rrom Hamburgs: ”Thﬁhﬁa}saal is to me o hell, not only for the

goambling but for the light and heat of the gas and wo have seen

gnough of its monstrous AldeousnesS... Tae saddest thing to bhe
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witnessed is the play of a young lady who is only twenty-six
years old, ard is completely in the grasp of this mean; money
maXing demons It made me ery to sed her younz fresh face among
the hags and brutzlly stupid men around her" 43

From this, perhﬂps, aprang the idca of Gwendolen Harleth
in the gambling scene 2t the very begihing af the book, Daniel
Dercnda.

It was to Herriet Beecher Stowe, the zuthoress of Oncle

Tom's Cabin, champicn of the negro razce, that George Eliot

dediented Deniel Dependa and to her she wrote a letter (October

29th, 1876) which was panrtly guoted later in her introducticon

to the book.

As to the Jewish eloment in "Deronda" I expected Lfrom
first to lazst, in writing it, that it would create much
strongcr resistance, sn? even repulsion, than it has actuzlly
met with. Buot preciscly becousc I felt that the usucel
attitude of Christians towarde Jewe ia ~- I hardly know whother
to say more impious or morc stupid, whoen viewed in the light
of their profezsed principles, — I therefocre felt urged to
treot Jews withh such gympathy and understanding as my nature
and knoewledge could z2ttaoin to... Thers ie nothing 1 should
czpre more to do if it werc possible, than to rousc the
imagination of men oand women to a vigion of humen ¢laims in
thoge roces of their feliow-men who most differ from them
in customs and beliefs" LS

Gerald Bullett wrote about Donjigl Daeronda thats

The truth about Derondn 1s thot it glves vz, betwecn one
pair of cowvers, the best ard the woret that George Blict can
do. More astonishing still, the geood nrml thae bad exist
not blendesd togsther bhut side by side in aimost completce
isolation. Tho bouk ronds like a collaboration between two
writers wWho apre 2t odds with ench other, the one 2 great
artiast, the other o gentimentsl cnthusiast inflatced with
large vogue ideas about raecial continuily nnd expounding
them with all the embarrassing extravagance of the sonvert, 50

Dr Lcavis, in his book The Great Tradition, is of the

opinion that Daniel Deronde should be agivided into two, and ths
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begt of it, the story of Gwendolen Harleth, published z@s a

51 In my opinion, the stories of Gwendolen

sepnrate aovel,
Harleoth and Daniel Deronda are more closely interwoven thoen

the eriticg think., We cannot deny that the sirength of tho
novel does lie in the skillful deseription of Gwendolen's
yearning for love, disgulsed ns her adoring moral support

for Danicl Derondes. The great link of the beek which was
desisaned to hold the two interests togethor, thereforc, is

the relationship between Gwendolen nnd Daniel Deronda,  This
link cannot he broken, however the critics re—-arrangce the book;
since the conduct of the whole of Gwendelen's private life
at'ter her marriage revolves around a central point:

Daniel Dercnda's approvsl ar disapproval. This makes Daniel
Deronda into a ¥ind of confessor=priest figure and hercin lies
the weakness of the link.. The duties of a confessor arc largely
inactive: to listen, consider, sympathise, forgive or reprova,
Lut not to act. Perhaps George BEliot had on idea of reciprocal
rovement in ths beok, the stubborn, hostile and yet stoical
Gwendolen and the pentle, shrewd and humbie Daniel Leronda
representing o balance of action and reaction. {(This is a habit
of Zeorpe Bliot's which woe can ¢n2ll the polarization of
character. EBxarmples avc Tom and Waggic,; who have already been

touched on in chgervations on The Mill on the Floss; the

"Yaming" of Esther Lyon by Fclix Holt; the gap widening as
Caszubon pcts older 2nd older nnd Dorothen seems to get younger

and younipger in Middlemarch.) However, the Gwendolcn cpiscdes,

the study of her from o wilful girl dominsting her own surroundings
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to a harshly subduel wife in the grip of o selfish husvaond,
kr. Grandeourt, arge so . superb (nothing that Ceorge Eliot has
written is morc powerful than this) thnot Doniel Deronda'e part
in the book scoems to be wenk by contrast. Thus, whnt might
have boen Doniel Deronda's reaction scems to ba Danlel Deronda's
inacticn. Priest«li¥e, he seems to he insulated agninst the
high tension fireweorks and electric storms of Owendolen and
Grandecourt's world.. This is beceusc Goorge Eliot desires to
make her good peopla exbtremely good, and to embrace the cause
of the exiled Jewish race, which results in her failure to
make the character of Daniel Deronda human. Indeced, her whole
trentment of Jews in the hook makes the reader fesl that an
cutslder is trying to look in on Jewry and Jewish feelings
and, in charity, to sce only the virtuss and, like a prescnt-day
anthropologist, te suspend judgement {ethnocentric bias, being
thy great sin) and give everything Jewish the benelis oft the
doubt. GCddly crnough, George Eliot, because of thiz, somctimes
scems condeseencing to the Jews, the very effect which, as a
follower of Bpencer, she most wanted to aveoid,

Daniel Derconda’'s satisTaction nffer knowing thaot he
is o Jew iz pather ilncredible and forecede. He shodes hia gentilc,
aquagi-nristocratic upbringing far toc casily and promptly. He
is an oddity zmong Goorpge Eliot's figurcs beeause his past
never holds him by environmoental tles. Tﬁus the gaod part of
the novel lies in Georpge Eliot's decp study of humzn noture
(the study of Gwendolen Harleth nnd Grandcourt) and the wenkncess

lies in the fzcs that she tries to convinee the reader of the
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unique interest whieh is to be found in Jowish falth and
tradition (g.r. to convineg the resder that Daniel Dercnda is
not only rignt but 2lso natursl in his dcelight ~t the rovela-—

tion of his origins.,)



Chanter II

Georre Eliot, like Thaekerzy, does not seek her
charactars amongst excestional beings or amongst heroes. In

her opinion any “ow subject’ may be elevated: all Ehat 15 needed
2
is to consider 1t s narable in order to enoble it. 1In the

nassage quoted from fdam RBede (Chanter XVII: 1In which the
story pauvses a 1little), George Eliot clearly defines her =zims

There are few aorovhets in the world,; few sublimely
beartiful womene few heroes, T can't afford fto give all
v love and reverence to such rarities: T want & great deol
ol thipcse feelings for my everyday fellow-men, especially
for the few in the foreground of the great multitude, wheose
faces I know, whose hapds I touech, for whom I have to male
way with kin&lyccurtesy; Neither are nicturesque lazzcoronl
or romantilc criminals half so frequent as your common lebourer,
who gets his own bread, and eats it wvulgarly bt ecreditably
with hls owvm w»ocket knife. It 1s more needful that I shounld
have a fibre ol svm~ath¥ connectlng me with that vulgar
citizen who welighs out my sugar in & vilelv~assorted cravat
end waistecat, than with the handsomest rascal in red snd
green feathersg,- more needful that sy heart should swell
with loving admiration at some trait of gentle pgoodness
in the faulty people who git at the szme hearth with ve
or in the clergyman of my own »arish, who is perhans ra%her
too corpulent, and in other resoects is rot an Oberlln or
2 Tiilotson, fhan at the deeds of heroes whom I shall never
Ihow exceot by hearsay, or zi the sublimest abstract of all
clericel graces that wag cver conceived by an able
novelist. 53

There are also the lines, placed as a heading to

chapter XEVIT of Middlemzrch, which clarify her aim:

"Let the hlgh Muse chant loves Olymplan,

We are but mertals, and must sing of man.”

Unlike Thackeray who iz delighted to exercise his
rmungent satlrce voon eccentric charactcrs or snobs, George EBliot

nalls for sympathy:
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My artistic bent is directed not at all to the oresentation

of eminently irrceroachable characters, but to the
aresentation of mixed human beings in such a way as to call
forth tolerant judgment, pity and symdathy,. And T cannot
stir a step asgide from what I Feel to be true in character..5h

I wish to stir your sympsthvy with commonplsce troubles -
to Wwin your tears for real sorrow: Sorrow svch 3s may live
next door to you -~ such as walks neither in rags nor in

velvet, but in very ordinary decent zpparel, 55

"I wish tess of gur piety were szpent on nerfact
; - 56
goodness, ant more given to real, imperfect goodness."

In a review of Felix ’lol%,sublished seon after its

appecarance, Henry James summed uo George Eliot's works by
saying-that:g?
o dieTplots are artificial and her conclusions wecak., In
comnensation for these defects, we have the hroad ar-arv
of rich accomnlishments, Firs% the firm and elaborate :
delineation ol individuval character, Then ihat extension
e hman symozthy, thai easy understanding of charzcter
at large ...
George Elicot's awarencss of life is b:th wlde and
deen, Ohe is one of the most intellectual of Inplish novellists,
Her arnalysis of motive is ocnetrating, and she has more undergtan-
ding than any English novelist writing before Freud of the
undercurrents of mind and heart, Tecause her hvemah belngs
are more complicsted and more mixed Thar those oi the novelists
=
1=
who preceded her, they are nearer to the truth of humen nature,
A cleor example of this ezn be seen in her study ol varied
characters for examnles: Hetty Sorrvrel, Mrs, Povser {(Adam Bede):

Tor Tulliver, Hr, aznd Mrs, Polliver, Mrs, Glegeg (The Mill on the

Flpss); Harold Transome and Mre, Tronsome (Felix Holtd-

Mr, Casaubcn, Hosamond Viney, Lvdeate and Bulstrode (diddlemarch) -

Grandcourt <id Gwendolen in Deniel Deronda, Ilot one of theze
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¢naracters suffers from the degree of artificialitv which
distorts Adam Bede, Dinah Morris, Pellx Holt and Daniel Deronda,

These last.named four characters, hnwever; are not
disterted because of careless writing or inept invention of
character on the part of the author, The burden that Georgze
Eliot quite deliberately loads u-son them is too great for
tiaen Yo bear and yet still be free from the taint of heroi=zm
"in rags or in velvet" that George Eliot deplores, Sincc one
of George Eliol's chief conecsrns is to point out moral
issues she; therefore, sometimes wses one or two of her
characters =s demonsltraticons of moral gualitles, Thus these
'characters seem oo perflect and too virtuous to exist as
flesh and blood in the readerts imegination,

The characters 1n Ceorpge Eliot!s novels rall into
three grovas, The first group is that of the leading characters,
By Meading characters" here I mean the characters who hive
most literary weight., This does not alwars mean those characters
wvho are best drawn, most interesting or most moworable, Ancther
way of recopnlsirg & leading character, in the sense of fthe
category 1 set up here, depends upon whethcer the character
15 eponymnous, Thus Adam Bede, Silas Marner, Felix Holt and
Daniel Deronda are leading heroes and their female counterparts,
where they exist, are leading heroines. Thus Dinah, &nd Zgther
arc glearly "leadins" characters. I T1ind more welght nlaced
on Gwendolen than cp Mirsh, so I select Owendolen as the

heroine in Danilel Dercnda, In the Mill on the Floss and in

Migdlcmarch 1 seethe greatest welght placed on Maggie anc
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Dorothea resyectively, T do not Tee) thot they hove any
connterparts, however, as Steshen Guest in the one book znd
both Casaubon and Ladiclaw in the other fail in oflfering
anytiinz like & deeo Interest in and inveolvenment with the
Two wonen, Silas Marner, ejsonymous and Lherefore lezding,
iz for similar rcusons, witihiout a ferale ¢ountermart since
Eppie 1s rot studied ir dept: and is, for most of the bocok,
very immature,

In most of George Eliot's works, the leading charactervs
zre all dravn ag standling ocut from the societiés in which
they live, and bv doing So, they often seem unrcalistically
imagined and Dver-dramgtically nortrayed. Clesr examoples can
be scen in Adam Bede, Dinah Horris, Felix liolt and Daniel
Deronda az has been noted shove. Margie,; Eilas Marner, Esther,
Dorothea and Gwendolen are the five grsat successes. Although
they &re set apart from the societles thev 1live ing,they are
corvincingly portraved,

The second grovp comarises Hetty Sorrel, frthur

Dornithorne in idam Dedes Tom in the Mill on the Floss:

Hr, Transome and Harold Transome in Felix Holt: tr, Casavhon,

Lyazete, Rosamond Vincy, Dulstrode, Ladilslew in Middlemarch ,

and Grandcourt in Daniel Dervonda, All of these choracters

are wonderfully drawn., Georgze Ellof areszenis us vith a deep
study of their innermost zelveg, Altheouvsh these chazraecters

are indeed imporiant, the iitcrnry weight glaced on them is not
quite az much 25 on the characters in the irst gEroun, but

oroduces, (or the most part, a muech ceeser impression on the
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reader than all the pages devoted to eponymous figures like Adam
Bede and Felix Holt.

The last fZroup can be called "minor characters., thever;
they arec no less wonderfully drawn than the characters in Group
Two, My last Eroup; then; is compascd of Mrs. Poyscer in Adam

Bede: Mr. Tulliver, Mrs, Glegg in The MIl1l on the Floss; Fred

Vincy and Mary Garth in Middlemarch and so on.

(1) Reviewing the leading characters first; Adam Bede although
he belongs to the working class is an uncoemmenly clever; steady
fellow; a very intelllgzent and trustworthy man; far ahove the
average of his kind., This guality - in hin mekes him stand out
from the society in which he lives., With thesporoval of the 0Ola
Squire; Adan is anpointed by the young Squire to manage the woods,
which hajpen to be very valuable; not simply because of his good
character but because ne has the knowledge and thwe skill which
f1t him for the post. Adam takes nleasure in his work, We can
see this from what he szys: "..., I can't abide tc sce men
thirow away their tools i' that way; the minute the cloqk begins
to strikc; as if they took nc pleasure 1! their wnrk...”259
Fe has a zense of duty and likes to keep hils breath for doing
Inztead of talkirpg. Afdam is respected by evervone ranting from
his fellow workmen, his neighbours (eg. Mr. PGFSEr; who sald
that "Adanm Bede may be working fer 2 wage now, but hg‘ll be a
masier-man someday; as sure as I sit in this ~z:l'1:=*=ir“;j ? Mrs,
Poyser; Bartle Massey etc.) to the gentry; inciuding the wviecar,
Adam takes evervthing ssricusly while everyone else in the
Hayslcpe community takes life easily and leisurely. de 15 very

true tc his word and wants everyone in his Canily to he true
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to thedr word like him, He even works all the night long in order
toe decp a nromise to nis father.

He hinself feels that he is too hard and full of self-

rightecusness, He says:

"It's true what you szy, sir: I'm hard --it's my nature,
T was too hard with my fa%her for deing wrong, Ifve beecn a bit
nard t' everybody but her, I Telt as 1f nobody piticd her
enough -~ her suffering cut into . me soj; end when I thought the
folks at the Farm were tco hard on her, I sald I'd never be
nard to anybody nyself again. But feeling ovcroueh about her
has perhaps made me unfalr to you, I've known what it 1s In ny
life {0 repent and feel it's ton late; I felt I'd been too
hersh to my father when he wos gone from e - 1 Tfegl it now,
when I think of him, I've no right to be hard towards them as
have done wrong and repent" 61 :

Adam always ''preaches'" whenever he has an oecaslion, He
sven preaches to his rmother when she nage at hinm for putting on

his best clothes to wvisit Hetty:

YNay nay, mother," s21d Adam-gravely and standing still while
he put his arm on her shoulder, "I-am not angered, But I wish,
for thy. own.sake, thee! dst be more contented to let me do what
T've made up ny mind to de. I'1l never be no other than 2 good
san to thee as long as we live, But a man has other feclings
besides what he owes .to's father and mother; and thee cughtna
to want to rule over me body and scoul, And %hee must make up
thy mind, as I'1ll not give way to thes where I've a Tight to do
what I llkc. 3¢ let us have no nore words about 1t" 62

Adam Bede is rather stubborn and proud of himself, However,

he 15 also warm-hearted, Evary time he attecks anyone who has
done something wrong, he fezls sorry and trics to treat that
person better, Seth Mnovws this very well., He says:

"Hay, nay, Addy, thce mean'st me no unklndness, I know that
well encugh, Thee?t like thy dog Gyp — thee bark'st at ae so
spmetines, but thee allays lick'st my hend after." 63

Finally, when Adam discovers his love for Pinah, he sees

in n full light what has becn amlss in himself:
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MItfs 11kc as If 1t was a new strength to me;" he said

to himself, " to love her, and knmow as she loves me, I shall

lock t' her tc help me to see things right, Por she's better

than T an - there's less o' self in her, -and pride, And it's

a feeling as glves you & sort o' likerty, as 1if you couvld walk

more fearless, when youlvec more trust in onother than y' have

in yourself, f'VE-always bcen thinking I knew better than thenm

as belonged to me, and that®*s a poor sort otlife, when you

can't look to ther nearsst to you t' help you wi%h'a'bit better

thought than what you've got inside you a'ready" &4

iidam Bcde 1s unrealistically imagined and over dramatically
portrayed because from the begining of the book to the en@'the
reader cannot find any human fault in him except his self-
righteousncss, He 1s, in fact, rather inhuman, a fault for which
the author criticizes him too, calling him stubborn and unhending,
But he 1s not convincingly inhumnan, The reader cannot readily
understand and forgive his self=-righteousness in the saie way,
for example, as Hetty can be'forgiven for her vanity or Arthur
Donnitnorne for his moral weskness. Adam Bede is used as a
demonstratlon of moral probity. He is eitogether oo perfect anad
too wirtuous (even when blzned for it) to cxist as flesh and
blocd in the reader's imﬁgination,
Dinah Morris, like Adam Bede, i= presented by George

Eliot as feultless, Belng a methodist preacher from Snowfield,
she is set apart from the Hayslope communlty, ©She is a swoot
énd dellcate woman, but at the same time she is also stubborn and
has a strong will. Despnite her aunt!s recquest to stay at the
Hz1l Farm, shc st11) goecs to Snowfleld to preach to people because
she says she is nceded there more than at the Hall Farm, She 1s
exactly opposite to Hetty: where Dinah 1s afrald of enjoying

herself,Hetly 1s afraid she will notj; wherce Hetty dreams of likely
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marriage; Dinah zhuts her mind to all love but love of God or love
of Cod's work, However; finally she haszs to give un her strchng will:
she marries Adam and comes o live with him at Havslone, Dinah is
very good at orecciting and can rersuade anvone whne llstens tao her

to sympathize with her. BShe 1s able to conszsole Fettry with the
arsurance that God in his lcve can understand her; such that the
latter confesses her crice slthough Bhe has never_spoken a single
word to anyone after the time of her condemnation. The vnrealistic
element 1ln the nortrayal of Dinah perhans lics in the factnphat

the 1s oresentsd as being too virtucus znd too eeld but alse perﬁaps,
simply in hner way of spcoking.,

A clegr oxample can be scen in the scene when Dingh visits
Lisbsth, Lisbcthts way of speaking 1s natural and wirs tne rsader's
sympsthy while Dirahli's scunds prigpglsh and stilted; a kind of
seml-wivlicel idiom:

Mhy ve're a workin! woman "
Y¥es, I am Dipah Mor:is, and I work in the cotton mill when I am
at home M
"ih 3" -seid Lisbeth slowly, still wondering, "we comed ir so
iight, lilke *the shadow on the wall, an' spoke 1i' my eur, as
I thought ve might be & sperrit, Yelwve got atnost the face
o'one as 1s g-sittin' on the grave 1' Adam's new RBible,

"I come from the Hall Farm now, You know Mrs, Poyser--shels my
aunt, apnd she has heard of your great affliction, and ls very
sorrvy and I'm come to sece if I ean be any heln to your in your
trouble; for I ¥now your sons Adam and Scth, and I lhow you have
no daughter; and when the clergvman told me how the hand of God
was heavy uoyon you, ny haart went out towarcs vou, and I felt a
command to - cone anﬁ be to you in the vlace of a dauzhter in

this grief, 1f you will let me",

"Ahl I know who y' are nows y'are a Methody, like Sethy he's

tola me on yous" said Lisbefh fretfully, her oVer-powering sense
of psin retrrning, now her wonder was gone. "Ye'll make it cut
zg trouble'sagood thing, like he allays docs. But wharels the
nse ol talkin' to we a-fhat'n ? Ye conng mnke the spart

Tess wi' tclkin, Ye!'ll nc! er noke ne belleve as iis botter

for me net te ha' oy 0ld man dic ints bed, if he must die, an' ha'
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the porscn to pray by hinm, an?! ne to sit by him, an® tell him
nefer te mind th' ill words I've gl'en him somstimes wien I was
angsred, antto gi' him a 1t an' a2 sup, as long as 2 -blt an' a
sup he'd swallow. But eh 1t to die i! %he cold water, an us
close to him, &n ne'er to know; an me asleeoin!', as 1r'T neter
belonged to biim no wmore nor if he¥d bveen a Jjouvrneyman tramp from
nobedy knocws where 1" 65
Felix Holt; like Adanm Bede; 1s the 1dealized working: man.
Fe i3 an honest and stralghtforward . man who, although sunefior
to his fellow-warksrs becesuse of being well. cducsted ard howving 2
standard of high moralitv; determines not teo rise out of hls own
class, le 1s the high-princioled reformer who ceres nothning Tor
nersonal advantage and is willing to pgive his 1lifc to the covse of
the ovgressed. Dug to his high education; Felix could easilv get
a hettar job; but he chcoses to do a 1litile watch and clock making
Logether with a 1ittle teaching te the children of hilsfellow-workers
becavse he dees not like to take emolovment thet obliges him to
"orop up his chin® with a high cravat,

Fellx Holt cails himself a Radical; tvot in fact he is 2
Mmrsucr of noble ideas and no aolitician at all, He mesns always
to be a noor man and will never be rich becausc he does not count
that as any partilcular virtvwe, He will try to make 1ife less ezsy
but awore rightecus for a few within his reach, He wants to teach
the miners to soend thelr wages on better things, He Lries to
persuacde these men to save somethihg from thelr drink and pay &
school-nzster for their bove, He wonld pnever choosc to withdraw
himself from the labour and commen burden of the world, PFelix Holt
1s willing to Wwe called a fool and he.prefers coing shares witnh the

unlucky, He says that he wants to be a demagogue of a now sort:

an honest man who will tell the pensle they are ©lind and foolish
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and neither flatter them nor [etten on them, He wants to stand
un for the lot of the craftsmen; in which a2 man may be better
trained to all the best functions of his nature than if he belonged
to the pgrimacing set who have vislting cards; and are nroud to be
thuught'richer than thelr neighﬁours.
Felix Holt 15 a stroirhtforward man who lovas the truth.as

we can see in Mr, Lyon's gpeech aboul  hims

"He wonld not accepnt, even il 1t were accorded, 2 deleilge whercs
in the truth was gcreened or avelded-.not {rem a valngloricus

soirit of self-exhiibition, for he hath a singuvlar directnesgs
and sinnlicity of speechy but from an aversenesz to a nrofes-
sion wherein 2 man nay without shame seek to Justify the wicked
lor reward, and teke avay the righteousness of the rizhteous
from hig" &5 .
These qualities make Felix stand out from the society in
which he 1s supjoSed te live, FHe deoes not want to be [lattered,
When Esther adimires him because he seems to cere =o little zbout
nimself, he says: "You are thorougshly mistaken, It is Just “eeause
I'rm & very ambitious fel'ow, with very hmnegry nassion, wanting a
great dezl to satisfy_me; that I have chosen to glve up what people
call wordly goods" &7
Esther at firast thinks that he 1s very coarse and rude and
feepls very anzry with him hecguse Felix hurts her prlde by ovenly
eritieleing her, warting her to change, althouzh any other men would
say that she was nerfeect, TFelix Folt says: "I can't bear Lo see
you roing the way of the foolish women who s30il men's lives, Men
cant*t hely loving them; and so they male themselves slavas Lo the
petty desdires of peﬁt? crestureg” 68
It 1s for the first tine in her 1life that Esther fceels

hereelf sericusly shaken in her self-conteniment. Desoite her



&1
anger with him; she cannot help bendlng belore ony criticism from
Felix Holt: she acts rore Rindly towards her father; kr, Lyon,
This makes Mr, Lyon feecl a little surprised but immensely nappy
too. Tellx Holt himself says more than once that he will never
marry. " However he has thought a gresat deal of Egsther with a
‘mixturc of strongdisapproval and strong liking; whieh both Together
make a feeling the roverse of Andifference., 3But he soays that he
1z net going to let her hove any influence on his life,

Alsc like Adem Bede, Felix Holt is presented as fanltless,
He 1= used by George Eliot as a demonstraticon of high noral quality.
Thuz he is unrealistically portrayed, 1In spite of his zride 1in
belng a workmen; George Eliot shews hilm mostly in the congany of
Mr, Lyon, Esther and Harcld Transcre and herdly ever with the
¥ind of people he elaims as hls brethren, His zezl rings hollow,
His cncrgy secrms futile. Hils condvet during the riot bears this
out: he is alone, unheeded and misunderstood,

Daniel Deronda also stands anart from the soeciety in which
ke 1lives. Being a Jew; he 1g ccrtainly an outeast from tho
average Englisk, Christian sccicty, Danlecl Deronda; also li¥e
Adam Bede and Felix Holt, is used by the author to nlcacd for the
carse of morality., He is presented with comnlete goodness 1n order
to rousc sympathy for the Jews, Daniel Deronds 1s used by Goerge
Elict %o illustrate her preconcelved idea and she iz not
prinarily intcrested in hir as a human being, He 1Is tie oroduct
cf hcr conscious conceontion of an ideal nersonalify. The rosult
is inevitable: he 1s unrealistically porirayed,

Daniel Deronda's rea) bhirth 1z concealed from »im but
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he secretly susoects thal 8ir Hugo Mallinger might be his father.,
e 13 a hoy of acute gserception: he knows a great deal of what it
1s o be a gentlemen by inheritance, and his ambitlon 1s to be ons,
Nevertheless this docs not mean that he is in the least snobbish
or arrogant, At Eton he had not been the hardest of workers though
some kinds of study and reading came as easily as boating to him.
Unforfunateiy he 1s modest and takes any second ratencss sin-ly as
a fact, "Deronda vould have been first rate if he had@ had rore
ambitian” iz a freguent romark about him, 7Put George Dlict says:s
"It was a mistoke, however, to gsuioese that Dercnda had not
his share of ambition: we know he had suffered keenly {ron the
Leliel that there was & tinge of dishonowr in his lot: hut there
are some cases, znd hls was one of them, in which the sense of
injury breeds net the will to inflict 1nq1“155 an¢ clioy over
shem as a ladder, but a hatred of all in: ury voo CErtainly
Deronda's amhiftion, even in his spring-time,lay exceosilonally
2loof from comspicuous, wulgar trium:h, and from other ugly forms
ol boylsh energys perhaps because he was ezrly impassioned by
idcas, and burncd his fire on those heights, 69
It is not Deronda‘'s disposition to escapne from ugly scenes.,
He is more inclined to acecpt then and toke care cf the person who
ls Teast able to take care of himgelf, This can be seen in the
cases of Hans Meyrick and Mirah., Hans, having lost his father,
pours out everything to Dandel Deronda: hils studies, hls hopes,
the jpoverty of hls hone etc. Daniel Dercopds feels a brotherly
anxiety about Hans and looks after nim in his erratie moments and
tries to seve 2im from threatening turns of fate. Once, when Hans
eves get e severe Inflarmation, Daniel Deronda devotes himsgelf to
Hans, heloing him to win a schelarship while he himself fails as
a result of his devotion, 8ir Hugo, however, disaporcves of this

idea of his; he says: "And, ny dsar koy, 1t 15 gecod io be vnselfish

and rcenerous, but don't carry that too far, It will not do to glve
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rorizszll te he melted Jovn for the benefit of the tslle

Trale: n 70

3 ¥ou must lmowr vhere to find yourself,

T ecase of HMirah olso shows Daniel Deronda's tipdliness

and, es has been nointed out before, his willingness to talke

care of the pergon Wro is lesst able to take care of himselrl,
Danicl Deronda finds Mirsh as she is geilng to drown herself,
Stie is gaved znd brovght to live with Mrs, HMeyriclk. Realizing

that she is a Jewess, he does not desnise har, bt takes »Hity

-

on her and Tries his best to heln her znd male her hapovy,
eoocwen tries ko fird her hwot1er ané mather for ner, Deaiel
Deroads is deenly admired by all, especlally the Meyrick

Bt

Femily, later ineludlng, of ecouvrse, Mirazh, 1% says:iiive

inyt oand sho

¥,

morng o g2tille wafors his aootreit overy

hergelf Yeerried his sigrature in a little blael, silk bhag
71

round er neck Lo llegp off the cramgh, Hans eompares Deronda
with Suddhs. Deronds Te tald by Virah:

it e, Hans sai? vesterdav that you thooght so pueh of
2

otacrs wou hardly warted anything for yourcsell, He Told us
a wonterful storr of Boudcha piving himschi to th@ Fensshed
tirress to save her arnd her 1ittile ones Troiw starving, And
ho said vou were 1like Zowddha. Thaet is what o 21l iazgine

ol =woun", 72
lirazh sayvs of nerondas"T supnose he is too great &
ner2on to wont anvthing and he is perhans very hizh in the
world," g for Cwendolen, he has tremedous infivence udon
her . Terarda s unigue fo her amorg men hecanse he has
inyressed her as balng nﬂf her samirer but her sugerior. e

1

ig 2 ¥ind of soiritueel cdvigor to her znd sic seews his guvidance,

L1

Concerning her ganbling, Ovendolen asks him: ™Mir, Deronda,
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you must enlighten my ignorznce, T want to kmow why you
thought it wrong for me to gamble, I= it becanse T an 2 woman?"
AncG percnda apsworss

Mot aliogethery but I rezretted it the nore bedavee wou
were & wondn,,.. I thirk it wocld be better for men not to
garhle, Tt iS5 @ besoltlop king of ftaste, likely to tuvrn int

8 diseasc. 4&Anéd, besides, therc is SOﬁethjng rmn:nrlt'I g to me

in rakinz - hcam of money together, and internally chuockling over
1t vhen others are fes 1an the lc"s cf it. 7T should even

call it bose, 1Ff 1t were more thin an exceotonal lanse,

There arc crnough irevitable turns of fortune wich force vs

to see that our rain 1ls a2notherts loszz: -~ that is one of

the wply wgaeets of lilfe. Dne world lite to reduce it as

much as one covld, not zet armsement out of egagge“"**oﬂﬂ?3

“his poreoge eleariv ghiovs how virtuowns Deniel Daronda
is, George Rlipt says about himg

Pew men were zble %o “een themselvez clearer of vicos than
he: yct he hated vices mlldlya belng wsed to think of them
less in the abstrict than aa a part of wizxed humen natvres
having an individual history, which it was EhL bentof his
mind to trice with understancing and oity,

This talent for uwnderstandinz Jecnle conld wcell be anplied

to George Bliot ucrself,

Gwendelen is very urhagoy after marrving Grandesurt sinec
site knows that she has injurcd other peosle and s selfish,
the, iherefore, asks for Neronda's guidance, In His canaciity

of sairituval advisor, he tells Cwendolen,

"The refuge you ave needing Irom personsl trouble is ths
higher, the religious 1ife, whieh holfs ain eniimsiasm for
sorething more then our own 2nqetités and vanities, The
forr may Fird themselwes in it simaly by an elevation of
feeling- MHut for ve who have to stﬂhag1e for our wiszdomy
the nipher life must be a reglon in which the aflectlions
are ¢lad with knowledgef?5

Like :dom Pede apd Telix Holt, naniel Deronda decides

to devote his 1ife to the people with whom he identifieces himself,

rah, peronde goes Lo the Fast, ag

trle

the Jews, Having moarried

“Me says Lo



4, ..bceome better acquainted with the condition cof my

race in various countries there,... The 1cea that T am

nossessed with is that of restoring a nolitical existence

to my peopie, making them & naticn ag ain, giving them

a national centre, such as the English have, thougn they

ton are scattercd over thé face of the globe Thet is
tasltwhie¢h arcesents itself to se 2s a dutv: I anm

resolved to berin it, however feebly, T am resolved

to devete ny life to it, At the lesst, T mov awaien

a movenseni i%'dther minds, sveh az hes beer awalkeéhed

in @y own,'

Maggie, Silas Marner, Esther, Dorothea and Gwendolen
all stand out from the societies ther live in and thev are
the eonspicucus succezses ol the Leading Characier Grovo,

Mogsgle Tulliver irn The 11111 on the Floss is the tipe

cf vorman thet George Eliol most admlres, o wonan with bezuty
of rvather an unususl kind, sfreat simollicity of manners

and acrte moral =zersitility, &he hrs something in her that
m&ies her sirikingly cifferent lrom otters., Her runt Pullet
and others lilze to gall her "evosy!" heceuse of her rlzht
dark eves ond Jlose hair, Unconsciousiy thoey zive har the

nzme cf an ovtcasi, an "oulsider™ eg. gvmev. Magrie is

w

realisticlyT drawn poartly because she i1s noet uvsdd by helr avthor
as a demonstratlon of porelit- 11ke sdam Tede ahd parily
beceavse she has her own nixed faults and virtues.

Maggie 1= her lather's child, Her mothar alwzys
regrsts that she is not like Tmev who 15 r@aty Shy and
cghedient, ller lather loves fcr very mach zné alweys calls
her with affectlior "1ittle wench", Ee arovides securilty ond
nasilness Lor Marpgie through her tvowltueous chnildheoc, Magglc

il

is clever, perheps cleverer than Tem, as Hr. Tnlliver sovs
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"Che's twice as 'cute as Tom, Too, 'cute for a woman, I'm
afraid .77

Magrie is very attached to her btrother, Tom. She 1s
very 2orry7 and cories hard ¢t the idea that Ton does not
love her and 1= not dnt:irested in her, Féggie 1s an aflzotionate
ant lovinz child who resmonds to kindness but is imoatient of
restrzint. ~he has rather a tenderness [or deformed things,
This is why she thirks that Philip Waken, whe 1s 2 hanchback,
is a nice boy. However;like 2 passicnate girl, she is
lealous, and when she is jcalcus she cannot control herself
end can do bad things, even very bad thihgs. When she fecls
that Tom is fond of Luey, she canpnot bear it and pushws Luey
into the mud in order to spoll their hapoiness, Dut vsually
her repentapce comes guielly alter or-e rash deed, tunvie
rushes intc her deeds with passienate imnulse, and then sees
not enly thelr consequences but what would hove hapoered if
they hsd nct been darg,with all the detail and exszgerated

L}

circumstance of an active imaginzation. %Yom nsver does the
saxne scri of foolish things as Magele,

When sae is grovin vp, she tries very hard to control
her passiconate nature bt at hemrt ghe ip still imoetuvous,
She even wurns on her oother when she soegalts 111 of her
father and is not 2fraid to defend thosge whon she loves,,

Regardipg her love for Philio Yalkem, she does not
I thirl, consider him as a oossible lover nut loves hilm
Because of his deformity and because of the intellectual

attractlion of o mind similar to her own, As for Steslhien
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Cuest,; she 1s pasczionzately 1n love with him, HUYowever, she
is also tender-hearted: she @referé to suffer herscll rather
than to marry Stephen Guest becauze she Mnows that 1% rill
nurt ﬁoor Lucry,

Silas Marner is deseribed by young girls in Zaveloe
ags 1 CGead rinm vie comes to life rgain, He ie distirctly
set apart from the community -1n maveloe before he adopis
Epoie, At that timec, 9eonle believed in suserstition: they
weire not guite sure thet the trade of ”eaving cculd be carrled

on entlirely without the helos o7 the Evil fne., Resides. to

wt

e peasante of old time, the vorld sutside their own direct
erderience wos & regior of varueness andé avstory oiad even

2 setiler, 1T he ecame fror distani »arts, hardly eve: eeasod
to e viewed with a remnant of distrust, esviecially if he

had any resvtotion for vhowledege or showed ary shkill in handleralt.,
fo it 1is not surprising that Silse lorrer, = Iiren-recaver,
coming from zn unlmown reglon 2alled the "Horthard" w’ll be
taken for o mystﬁ?ious; necvliay nerson by the villagers near
iis cottarze, Filag Morner has inheritd from his nother zome
zequzintance with medicinal herbs and their oresarstion.

“ut of late ysars he hss doubts abouvt the lawlfulness of
apnlying thies lnowledrpe, belicving that herhs car hove no
efTicacv withouvt nraver, and thot araver might suffice writhsut
herhs, So he gives uz wandering in the fileld in search of
medicinal herbs, (Felix Holt alco ohjects to his mothents

sale of his fatherts nedicines hecansze they are denge oug

for neople who take them), 8ilzss Herner laads ¢ very lonely
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way of 1life: he irvites ng vizitor to stes sceross his
cooy-5111 ane he never stvolls into the villasze to drink a
nint at the Rainbow. RBedides, ©illas Marner nsver goes Lo
Cipzreh becatse ne belonzs to a hind of narrow rellpious
sect known &5 the “"Chuyeh fssembling in Lantern Yard!,
Mgreover, filas Marner suffers from a Xind of “it' or
“trance” (eailensv). 211 these thinps =sct Silacz Merner
altogether znart frorm the "avelge comunity, Tofore he
cane to ﬁaveloeE nisg 1life hed been devoted to tiie ssctarian
novenert with its mental sctivity and close fel owshin,
Hoviever, afte: hiz adcotlon of Dodie, he become: culite
g dilfferent wan from before, TFor the salte of Zs2ie e hos to
assoclate with his pei+hbours, esaecially Mrs, Winthros, in
order to have her hels in the bringing um of Iowie, for he

Ty

has never nad “his kind of exderierce bhafore, e also nas
ta work hard in order o get more money, Tne wortrarel
of Silas Harner 1s so good thet 1t wins our cymoothy,

esascilally in the scene vhere Tilas Ma ner loges his sold,

meth:cw Lyon in Dgii:: Holt, in rmy owinilon, 1s lile
the two charzcters of Mnoh and Hetiv Irn idoam Sede rizxed
torether: at tre heginning she iz 1live ettty but enls

tike Dinsgh. Live Ziles darrer, she is an oxawmgle of zreatl
chan e, As hes hesn oointed oot earlier {sec Part I, Chopter
IIT : Content), Zsther is ore ol the beavitiful, egotistical
firures viten George Zliot, whnille not ademiriag them, sovrtrays

with denderfully deep understanding. Ceorge Tllot's

ggotistical beauties always suffer a tragic erd. HEsthor
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is the orly excotion for she, nearly at the end of the

story, gives up everything she likes, luxury, relfined .
ranners, gocd ¢lothes eﬁ:,and shares a poér mapis life

which 1g hanoy dut also gimnle and even rather blesk. =Zather
1z not highly regzrded by the neonle of Treby:

The lessz sericusg observed that she had too many alrs
and graces, and held her head much tozs high: the stricter
sort feared greatlv that Mr, Lyon had not been sufficiently
careful In placing his daughter amnng Gocd-fearinc reople,
and that, belng led astray by the mclapchely wanitT of giving
hor excentional accomplishrments, he had sent her to a
French School, and allowed her to tale situatlions where
she had centracted notions not only avove her own ran',
but of too warldly a kind to be safe It 2oy ranK.,.Llt
was. only two vears apo that ¥Esther had come home to live
sernancntly with her father, and tale ounils in the
town,., and she ned secured an astonished admlration of
her oupils; indeed, her knowledge of Trench vwas generally
held to give = disfinction to Trehy itself as commared wlith
ather pmarket=towns., 3ut she had won little regerd of
any other kind, ¥%ise Dissenting netrons vere divided
between fezr lest the’r sons should wapt to marry her
and resentment that she should treat those "undenizble®
young nen with a distant scorn whieh yas hardly to be
tolerated in ministerts daughter;...”

This pussage clearly shows how Tsther stands anpart
from the society in which she lives,

sefore Zsther comes hore to live permaneintly with Mr,
Lyory, she hes heen a governess to vounger children., Put
since the josition of servitude 1s irksoss to her,?? she
then returns to live with Mr, Lyon, Fsther's tendencies
tovards luxvrev, lfastidicusness and scorn ol nock éentility
are strensgthened by witnessing the hahits of a well-oorn
and wealthy family, At Tretbty Esther is still fond of Luxury,
rcfived mapners an? thc nicest distincetion of tore and zceent,

Chie has & taste of her oT about scenis, colours; textires and
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behaviour, All of hér monev goes in the zretification of
these nlce tzstes, and she saves.nothing T er earn ngs,
She is well setisfied with hersell for ner fastidious {oste
and rever doubts that hers is the highret stendard, Esther
has & herror of ajpneari=sz ridiculous in the eyves of wvuligar
Trebians., She always thinks that life would bte particnlarly
ezsy if one covld live it amagng refined oeonle, She s
rztier snehbish for she is provd that the “est.born ona

208t landsome girls at schorl have siwave gaid that sbe aight
be taken Tor a born lady. It is ner superiority, sae tiinis,
wnich ma%e=z her uvnable to use witheout dispust any but the
Finest cemdbric handkerchiefs and Treshest =loves, B3ie
melieves that in the eyes of 2 high-bred mar no yvng lady in

-

Trehy can equal her: che Tecls a zlow of delight at the sensc

fihat she is looked at,

Estier, lilke osamond Viney in Micdlenzwch, deoes

not want to remain i her class. FEsther fzes nobt lowe
Mer Tather as mueh as ke loves her and does not act indly

-

towards his (1n5il she is eriticized br Felix Folt) hecounse
shig 35 ashomed of him, She uinows that Disseonters are looed
dawm unon by trose thom tshe regards as the nost refipecd
clasez, WVepr comacnions ir Trance and ir o0 Epzllsih selool
wnere she 1es been = iuntior teacher thorsivi thot 1t =12g quite
ridicrlous to have & father vho was & Dissentling gredcrer,
Javing been critigized wy Felix Foli, @lthough she isg very
oroud’ and canrpot hear rot to be resnected wy him vhom she

consicderes ar ill-hred zndé rude nevson, she sonenow czniool
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heln bending before hie criticisrm, Ceerge Eliot strikingly
tescrlbes how zZsther, at first, revslts ~gainst Felir Ilolt'ts
asenmation of sunerloritys

But "t wasz guite clesr that, instczod of feeling zany
disadvantare on his oy side, he held himse'f to be
imneasvranly her superior: and, what wzs worse, Sghlier had
a secretl consciousness that ke was her suaerlcr. 3he
was all the more vexed at the suspicion that he taought
sligntly of her: and wished in her vexatiocn that she covld
heve found more favlt with him -- that she had nct heen
shliged te admire more and nore the varving exorcssions
ol hls open face and hils deliciously socd-hvonoured lausgh,
alwars loud at o joke agalnst himself, .. 'hut ruie and

queer az he is I cannet say there is anythins vulzar about
him., ¥et-~I don't know —- il T caw him by the side of

2 finjighed gentleman, Rsther wished that finished gentleman
were anong ner acqualatances: he would certainlg atmire

ner, 2ind make her aware of Fellx's inferlority. O

However Fsther, at last; yields to his oriticisng
gllp sSays:

“T necd not tind having chovn so muach anriety abovt his
calnton,  He is ton ¢learwsichted to wictale our ptual
nosition: he is quite above nutti=zg & false irteraretalion
on what T have done, Besides, he hod not thoueht of me
at all -- I sow that olainly encugh, et he was wery kipd.
There i= sorwetining zreater znd better in hli than I had
imsgined. Hile behoviovr todav -~ to hils mobner sod we
too ~- I should call it the highest gentlesanliness, only
it seems in him tc he somethine deener, Tt he has chosch
an intolerable life: though T sunsose, if' T had ¢ mind
egnual to his, and 1 ha loved me very dearly, I sihonld
choose the =zame life "

-3

hanks to Felis's critieism, “ather listens with
sviipathy to Hr, Lyon's narrcotion concerning her real Sather

and tnderstands why he has ne? told her the truth bzlore
because lie oplv wanis to cherish her as & father and lonzs only
to bc loved &s her fzther, Likc Ninak, Esther 1= very znocd

at conscling 9eonle. The 18 able to conscle Mrs, Trancone

and makte the latter love her, co mach so thai she save: iy

gz

dear, wou =mzke me rish I had = dzushtert TPesides, szhe
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at last brings Harold to zet kindly towards his mother.
In oy ooinion, Zsther i1z rather zn ideslist in resigning

2ll ¢ciaims to the Trinsoans estates and

i-
(&
_["I
f
e
W3]

Lo Laroy
Foliv folt. Felints influence is deenly felt and yet

the {inal "eonversion® is not without regrets and baclkwarsd
glances, Thiz is hecauvse she canmot heln beiny gratified

e 51l menilestations fror those arovnd her theft she is

-

by nature 1t for a high seositicr, EShe cennct help enjoying
during ner star with the Transomes 2 reheatsz]l of that
demeancur amons luxuries &rd dirnities which had olten

neen a »art of her day dreams. YWhen she mersies Pelix Jolt,
gshe hes to give un her former lifes and Cormer drooms and
share Telix's simole 1ile. However, she i3 willing to do so.
She is more copvincing in this cecision than is Nineh in her
declsicn tc gton wreaching and becone Adanm's wife,

Dorothes Brooke 1n :iddlemarch 1is verv =ell and real-

iistically portraved, G&he 1s drawn as neither too

zond
o tooe mad., Doryothea even hazs her foults and is tefsed

o mocked at for them, Dorothea is set anart Troa the

zociety sie lives ik because she herself longs 42 he aifferent

m
w

from those arovnd her, like Rosamord, but her &ims arc
wworldly as Rosamond's are worldly, She is thze comtrary to
Celia her sister, Célia lz verv amlable and Innocent..laoclzing,
vnlle evervorne savs that Doroithea's larse ev¥es Seem o0
unusﬁal and striking., Ehe 1s oper, ardent a2¢ not in the
least zell-zdnirirg, She is ar icdzallst anc wants Lo De

devoted to somethirgz, Snce leels svre thet she would heove
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accedted iltorn when his hlindrness had ccore on, 1f she
had beer born in tirme. Derothes wants to improve s grent
1tece of land and build & srest many cottaszes bhecarse such

"

worl is of o healthy ki»d and, aflter

[

t i= daine, men zre

ire netter for it, ilthough ghe 1s rich znd heaony in hev
Tazmrd -k hore, she thinlis owver the lot of others and

sives genercus supdort to the hosaital in order to sive
relief to others, In Mr, Lydegate's oonialon Derothes has a
heoart large encogh for the Virgin dory, She svidently

thin¥s nothing of her cwn foture, and would oledge avay

hall her incorme at onec, as 1f she wanted nothing for Lhersell

»

vut a chair to slt in from whilch shc could 1o~k down ot

the »oor acrtals vho aray to her,83 Ehe nerselfl, hovever,
wales a nistake Ik narrving Mr. Casaubon becswrse she sticiss
t2 a naive idea of hers. Dorotlinea worshiys thae loarned
nenn And she ovevleoks all the una2leazant exvernal detalils,
In Celia's osinior, Dorothes has her own way of lookiny at
things and 1t is Ciffscvlt to satisfy her:

M el thouzht 1t right f¢ tell vou bhecawvse ffou vwent

az you 2lwiys do, never locxlnog Just woere vou are, ond

treading In the wrong »lace.  You alwavys see whot
nobody else sees: it i imaossinle to =satisly vou, el
voU never see what is quite alain. Thal's wour wes , Sodo 8l
Conecorning her idea of nerrdlase, ghe sove thet the
reallycelightful mevrrisge for her mact e 206 where lier
husband is ‘2 sort of fathar znd can teach ner even Helrew
if she wishies 1t". Zhe 2lso tells her vncie that she does
Aot wish ta have o hvshand very rear her ovn 2z¢ bt wishes

to have = hosband who ig 2bove her in judgnent and in €11
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Yaowledpe, That is wihv she chooses Mr. Casaubon,

After marrying Mr. Casaubon, she ertirely devo es
herself o him. BShe wantz to do everytiiig thot plcazses him,
ghe even learns to reed Latin and creelr in grder to ﬂcl Dim.
She cven chanpes her character:

AT svanose it 1s heiwg engaged to be warried that
made you think -latience gpood,M said Celiz as soon &s
gihie and Norothes were alane {oEeLae ta.ing offl uX
vraniings,

"Won mean that T atn wvery impatient, Celiad

"Wes; when neonle don't do end say just uvhat -ou Like",
Ce™ia hed beoeome less nfrald of “s ving Things" %o
Oorothes sihee this engagcrent",

Khen Mr, Casaubon savs something thot does not
please ner, she tries to find excuses for him: Ysurelsr T
arl o & strang:ly selfish, weak sfate of mindé" she szid to
herseglf, "How can T have & husband who iz so rmuch ebove ae

without Ithowing that he nesds me less then T need him”naﬁ

Dorothesn ecovlic rever tihink of leading 1ir. Cagsiron
[l

7]
1
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to agk if e is good enough for rery she mersly &

|-

srxionsly hoo she ecan be good enough Tor him,

Before marrisge shie has a lol of rocenticlisa in
her tdgas, but after serriage the romantic drean is rejpliced
be the fzet that ghe 1z not higzhle regerded by Mr. Coszuon
znd thal she has nothire to do with his worli., This s
neczuse My Cesaphon has abhserved her capac’ iy Tor worship:ing
only what Lg worthy and valvsble. o npow Toresees withh sudden
rorrer thet this canacity might be neplaced oy condesceasion,
this vorznly) by the mest exasyperating of all kind of critieisnm,
for hc has built um a resutation for intellectual sower, -hnich

he Y¥mows he has never apssessed, and fears belng louvnc out,
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With regard to her love for Mx, Ladislaw; T feel theat
Teprge Eliot does not develone the e¢ngracter of Mr. Ladislaw
well enovgl to meke the reader believe that she might fall in
love with him, Thisz is rartly due to the fact that Dorothea is
very well drawn and Ladislaw is nortrayed ir sueh a way Lhat

in @y oninion, she ought not to have been satisfied with nls

L]

cinaracter, Hovever fthere are some possibilities that could
lead Dorethea fto fall in love with him,  Dorothea ls very
disapaointed in her marrisge with Mr, Casaubon ard Ladiszlaw
is the firet to realize this, His exnression of apgry
regret nas so wch kindhess in 1t {(when ther meet esach other
in Hoée) in perlicular for Dorothea's heart, which has always
beenn ziving cut erdour and nas never been fed with muach from

sratlituede,

L

thoze living around her, that she feels 2 rev sense of
Tals tnegneigrsly nalkes her adaire his From thet tine on.
Jesides, when they are face to face she becormes used aluays

to feel confidence and the hapney freedom which comes with mutval
unéerstanding, Here, Ceorge Tlict, perhapgs sucrests semal
afbtraction, since Ladizlaw is younger and nore handsome than
Cesarbhon. This attraction, however, never exnsresses iiself

in anything morc than intimete familiaritv in each other's
conlany, There is not the slightest suggestiion that either
Dorothea or Ladislew world like an "affalre'’,

Marriage with Cazavbon changes ner, altnough her

alms In 1ife are still the lofty ones of attairing the
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Berfect good. Her marrizze soon teaches hear thot reesson
alone is not an infellible guide; the emoatiors too play
their part in 11fe, That is why, after Casaubon's death;
whnen she realizes that she has really Ffallern in love with
Ladislaw, she gives up her estate to marry him,

Owenrdolen Harleth in Daniel Deronda is a kind of

tragic heroine. She is set ansart Trom the soeictr she

lives in hecouse, 1ike’Dorothca, she rejfolces to fecl heorself
crxceptionzl, Like Dorothea, Rosamond, “sther and to sone
extent Magrie and ezven Dipah, Grendolen does rot wilsn to

g5 0o

'_h

1cad the same sort of life az ordinary vouns lzad .

but —hat she is not clear upon is haw she shoule set a%»ut

leacing any other kind of life and what the »sarticular

acts are which she can do to assert herself ard fulfil

terself,. Gwendolcn is, In some ways, like Rosanond in

melrg beautiful, sociled an? epotistic. ¥Bwrt Tosamant i

rather stiald and stubborn while Cwendolen has a kKind af

conscicnce in her, (See 2art I, Chapter TIT : Cogicnt) which

Indeed, becomes theé crux of her nroblewm wiil relation %o

ner hushand, whom she ia determined to serve, aod her

mentor Danlel Deronda whom sne Is deternined To follosr.
Gwendclen 1s very proud of herself and rother anebbish,

fhe wants other weople to have a high ovinion of her, Grendolen

is sztis{ied when she lmows that her uncle and aunt will cone

to arecet her on the day of her arrival because sShe does

not want her arrival to be ireated with indiffercnce, Ghe

hategs her flormer way of 1ife of moving from one appartiment
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to another since 1t makes her meet new neonle under conditions
which wzakxe her apnear of 1ittle imnortance, Gwendolen

considers hersell higher than most neople of her rank, c,.g.

her sisters, Mr, and Mrs. Gascolgne, her uncle and sunt, and

Annz, Ve cas g2e this in hor mother's converzation with hars

e must male heste, your uncle arnd aunt will be here
socn. For hecaven's salke, don't be scornful io them, =y
dec:r childl or to your counsin Annzs vhom vow will =lwavs
e golng ovl with, Do oromlse me, Gwendolen. You lnow,
you can't ewiect Lnhe to he equal to vou."

"I don't want her to be cqual", said Gwendolen.8?

Gwendolen intentionslly zcts in a striking manner,

doing whatever gives oleasure to herself, o- rather,
whatever she can 2o so ag to strike othere with admiration,
"Gwendolen will not rest without having the irorld at her
fee@"ae saic Mizss Merry, the neek poverness,

She iz alse a dctermined nerson; she has to do vhat
she wants., To her mother rho savss "o, child, certainly
not. Marriage is the aonly hasay state For a weoren, as I

rust you will orove," she says:

—_ i

I an determined to be hanpy--at least not to zo on wuddling
cfay my life =28 other neonle do, being and Soing nothine
remarkabhle. T have noade us my mind ngt to let othor peoonle
interfere with mc as they have done,"29

“T will not out wo with it i it is not a hazosy stotco,

Like Cteorge Lliot's other ezotistical beauiies,
Gwendolen is very selfish, Having always been acdmired by
all of her nouseheld, she finds it diffiecu’t <to think her
oWwn aleasure less lmunortant than otheis', When she is stil1l

young her uother, under ap attaclk of pain, begs Gwendolen to

get out of Ded end get medigine for her, fhe objiects to
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stenning out into the cold and refuses her mcthertis reguest.
Mrs, Davilow zoes without medicine ané never reoroaciles her
daughter. Pot the next mornirz Guwerdolen raaentes of what
she has denc 2rd tries to make znends bv caresses, (Magwic's
imnulses of stubbnrness followed by eauwalls strong foxilses
2f symwathy and relentarce are very sinilar), Cwendeolenis
wavy of dealing with this dilemma ig thus:
“Cwendelen's nature wesnot remorseless, but she liked
to mawe jonances easv, and now that she was twenly and
fore, some of her native forece had turned into s self-con-
trol % vhich shs puarded herscif irom nepitentiol
mamllicstion, There was more show of fire a-d will in
ner than ever, bt thero was morc csleulaiion undernenth
ity 20
With regord to her marriage to Grandeourt, in this césc
she 1= also rather selficsh in brealking her oronige To lirs,
@lasher that she would not marry him. Bet what can she do?
She copsiders that she has no choice, Her family is rvined and
she conrot besr to 1ive abhrosd in straltened circunstances,
She does not vant to submit a~2 let misfortuvne 4o what it
wil: with her. She has to s'rurgle. The onl» alternative
ig that she will have to become & governess while her family
roves to live In the Sawyer's ceottage. This ghe canvtot
bhear, rirst she thinics of hecomine o nrofessiozinl si-ger by
consulting with Herr Xlesmer, but she is discourared by him, 21
s0 she hes to give up the Jdea. At thils fesazrete tvrn of
events, she 15 asked by Grondeourt to he his wife. Far the
sake of her oother and, of covrse, herselfl, she consents to
narry him, Z2efore her marriage, she has =z beautifvl 1dea

that marrlzge will he the gate intc a larger freedor and
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thet sne wll) wmost srobobly e able to monaco her husband
thorqughl7, Zhe cheoses Crandeouvrt with the idea thiot
sae ls not going to renournce her freedon, or according o
her favourite formula, "not going tc de as olher women aid."
(Trhrovghovt her childhood, her mother's second marriage
aingd subsegucht poverty has becn 2 frightening exanale 1o
her, She certainly nsver intends to folleow ip her nother's
footsteag)

But she is comiietely disillusionce after ner marriage.
The cmiecal 2nd ye' romantic illustleon she has nad in marryling
Crandcourt, {that she would have the sower of using him
as she lilkked), turns into the fact that she is vsed as he
likes, He does not care abont her feelires and cin)ly wants
cvervithing Lodbe dore at his wishes, Tois, for examrle,
can be sgen in Mr, Lush's case, Cwendolen hates Mr. Luch
verry much and zhe does nct want fo zee him in the nmatter
of the will, TBut Grandeouvrt irnsists that she mmst anc
s& nng to yilcld to his orcdevy. Owendolen 15 intenscly
sarry that she has brolzen her sromise to Mys, Glasher. Zhe
blaitgs herself so mupeh that she is greatly nlserable because
she has made her gain out of snother’'s loss, But she has
to bzor hergelf with digsnity and even an9e:rs fto be hapiy
for she believes that in disclosirs her disaaqointment or

gsorrov it will not aoroduce any gcon results at 211, SChe

ck

rieg to adiust hersclf by siezinp her old suancrts -~ proud
corcenloent end trust in pew excitements thoet vrowld male

14fe go on without much thinking., She has To manage Jifrerently
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from her mother: to earry her troubles with s»irit and let
nong suzpect that they are there.

Daniel Derondz is thé man who arévides these new
cxeitenents but at the same time, however asggravates her
self-hlame and awaens the fear of sone dreadful caié.mit}"'.
Towardés naniel Deronda there is not the faintest touven of
cogretry in the attitucde of her nind. In somé nysterious
vay he is becomircg a nart of hey consclerce. fhe wants to
concesl her piseries from all others excent Denlel Derornda,
She thinks:

"I wish he covld know everything about me without
my tellinz hin, I wish he knew that T an net so caontemptlble
as hc thin¥s ne --that I 2 1n dexzn trouble, and want to
be something better if I ¢2:14'%\92

Zhe even corfesses to him that she is =selfish oy
raking her gein out of other's loss, She asks for his
znidance in order to make amends for what she has done.
After Crandcourts' death, she confesses that she had wanted
to kill her husband in order to frec hersclif and that she
ig partly resazonsihle, in intention at least, for hie death,
Soiritvally, she suflcrs very much, Danlel Deronda is
her only consolatison, “'e cannot help but nity her Tecauvsg,
although shs leves Daniel Deronda very much, she hos 10
stard by and sce him marry Mirah sirnce Doniel Yeronda loves
Miroh, not her. Her selfishness 1s finally tsmcd by the
iropie revenge vhich love takes on her: havirng spurned love,
love now sourns her 2nd she nust accelt the final, utier

rejection in & trve spirit of dees cdevoticn and self-socrifice,
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We have to honour her lfor her determination at last Lo
live to bc one of the best of women, who rmisght nake others

glad that they were bhorn,

(1i) Turnineg now, to the socond gr?u@; we Ccon sce
that Ceorge Eliot iz at XZer best in describing these
characters; alvewe ohscrving then with deep undorstanding
a2nd, to scme extent, svismathy,

Hetty Sorrel in Adam Bede is like CGeorge Elios's

other egotistic becuties: beautiful, selfish, svperficicl and
luxury-loving,

And Hetty's Jrecms werc 211 of lururics: to sit
in a carpeved narleour, and alvavs wear vhite stoclinps;
to have some large beautiful cor-rings such as were
ail the fashinn: ton have Nottipebam laecc round the
tan of her gown, and somethirg o make her handhercihiief
gmell nice, like Hilss Lydla Donnithornc's when she
drew it out at church; and not to be obliged to get
up ¢arly o ke scplded by anybody. She tho cht,
i Adam had been rich cnd co-ld have glilven her these
things, she loved hioc well enovgh ta wmavry him, %3

Certzinly her lusury-loving ard her asnbition to
riss abpve her own class lead her ta her doowm, Py helieving
tha?t her marriage witih Arthur Donnlthorne will orovide her
Cwitn everything she reeds, shc is then seduced by hia,
2Ytho g she docs not love Adarn Mede becauss of hls soverty,
she 1s 2illvy sand selfish enough to wanit him fto be vrder
ner -“ouEr,
She liked to feel that this stroneg, skilgul? ¥ecn-cyed
man was in her jower, and would have been indilgnant if
he had shown the lecst sigh of slinuings from under the

yoke of her coquettish tyranny, and attaching hinself
to the gentle Mary Purgc, whe would have besn grateful
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enough For the mos=t trifling notice from hinm,..And

alvays whoen Adar stowed away for several weeks from

the Hall Farm, and othorwise made mome show of resisiance

to his npassion as a Toolish one, Hetty took care To entice

him bac¥ into the net by little zirs of smeelness and tipidity,
23 if she were in irouble et hils negleet, Dut as to

azrryving Adzn, that wes a verv dilferent affair) fThere

was nothing in the world to tenst her to do that 9

Mrs. “oyser ¢an detect the morsl deficicnciesz hidden
undar the “dear deceit" of beputy. BShe says to her hivsband:

'She's rno better thar o weacock, as 'ud strvi anout
ap bl wall, and sorecd its tall when the svn shonc
il atl the fulks i' the narish was dving: there's
nothing scens to give her 2 turn i' th' in=zide, not
ever when we thovght Totty had tunbled into the 2ilt.
To thinkt o' that doar cherub! And we found heo- wil
her 1ittls shoss stuck 1' the mud and erying Tit to
breal her heart by the far herse-pit, 2ut Hetty
niver minded if I ccld sec, though she's becon st the
nussin' o' the child even sinecc 1t was 2 bahby., ITtts
my bolicl her heart's as hard as = nebblel, 99

Another character whom George Bliot orcsents with
symaathy 1s Arthur Donnithoerne in the same nove«l, YHoving
seduced & woman, who hos te comniil erilme to seve her face
whilst he gocs scot-frec, he could casily be 2 villein
in any ncvcl of the Victordan neriod. Bul we can sce
that with Gecrge Eliot no character is azbsolulely wiclhed

cr absnlutely zosc; her sinpers have also their hunan and

wrnlable sido, Arthur alsc hss his sniable sides

™at he had 2n agrecehle confideonce that his faultes
woere 211 of 2 menercus klnd--impetuous, wari blonded,
leonine: never crowling, craflty, rentilian, It was
not nosgille for Arthur Donmithorne to €& anything reen,
dastardly, or crucl, "Vo! I'm 2 cdewil of & Ffallow foX
gottisg misell into & hobwle, but I alwavs take care the
loa? =hall fall on ny own shouwlders"....tMc was nothirs,
1T not poodenatured: srd 211 his olctures of the futtre,
when he should come into the estate, were nadce u? ot &
Jrosperous, contented tcnantrv, adoring their lanclord
who woold be the model of an FErglish gentlenan -- mansion
in first-rzte order, all elcpance and high taste -~ Jolly
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house~keeping, finest stud in Loamshlre--puree cpen to all
public objects -~ in short, everything as differcent as possilble
from what was now associated with the name of Donnithorne,

And one of the first good actions he wouléd perform In that
fature should be to increase Irwlne’s income for the vicarage
of Hayslope, so that he might keep a carriage for his mother
and sister,.., '

You percelve that Arthur Domnithorne was '"a pood fellow" ——
all his college frilends thought him such: he couldnt bear to
see anyone uncomfortabley...96

He likes to do everything that is handsome; and to have
hiz hendsonc deed reocognized., Arthur has a loving nature; but
deeds of kindness are as easy to him as are bad hablts: they are
the common lssue of his weakness and good quﬂlitiES; of his
egoism and hils sympathy., He does not lilke to witnoess pain and
he likes to have grateful eyes beaming on him as the giver of
pleasure, He cannot bear to see anyone uncomfortabley he would
have been sorry even 1in his angrlest meoods for any harm to
happen to his grandfather, But; ne has not enough sell-mastery
to bc always harmless and purely beneficent as his good nature
led him to desire; as vwe see in the case of Hetty, In my Dpinion;
he did not intend to seduce Hett:,r; for wg are told that;
realizing that he cannot marry Hetty; he tries to gel away from
her and goes to tell Mr, Irwine everything in order to secure
himself from any more of this folly, T think that Arthur iz not
as bad as he 15 blamcd by Bartle Masscy and others; he repents
of what he has done, Having heard that Hetty is in trouble; he
does not hesitate to go and help her.

Tom Tulliver 1n The Mill on the Floss 1g one of George

Eliot's honest, strict and stubborn characters in the Adam Bede

tradition, There 1s & contrast between Tom and his sister,
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Maggie; 1n both appearancc znd character, While Tom 1is falir -
haired and fair-complexioned like hils motherts family, the Dodsons,
Maggie is dark-hajred and dark-eyed. 4nd while Tom 1s practical,
honest and stelld, Maggie is passionate and impatient of restraint.
He does not understand Maggie's passionate nature, so different
from his own, and as a ¢hild often treats her cruelly by seeming
to withdraw his affection from her in order to show his disapproval.

He iz not as intelligent as Maggic. As Tor Tem, he 1s of
the opinion that:

oooMaggie was a siily 1ittle thing; all girls were silly --
they couldn't throw & stone so as to hit anything, couldn't
do anything with a pocket-knife, and were frightened at frogs,
Still he was very fond of his sister,-and meant always to take
care of her, make her hils housekeeper, and punish her when
she 4id wrong. 97

This shows that although sometimes he iIs severe and
unkind to Maggle, he also loves her,

While Maggie always feels sorry for the foolish things she
has done, Tom never does the same sort of foolish things as Maggle
and, i1f he does, he 15 not going to be sorry., Here George Eliot
gives us a deep psychological study of Tom's character:

Tom never dld the same sort of foolish thinpgs as Maggie
naving a wonderful instinctive disccernment of what would %urn
to his advantage or disadvantage; and so 1t happened, that
though he was much more wilful and inflexilbe than Maggie, his
mother hardly cver called him naughty, But if" Tom did make a
mistake of' that sort, he espoused it, and stood by ii: he
"didn't mind",,,and he wasn't going to ve sorry. 98

Tom is very proud of his Tamily, I'ls father's bankruptcy
comes ag a2 blow to his pride, Tom has never dreamed that his
father would "fajil": that 1s a form of misfortune which he has

always hecard spoken of as a deep disgrace, He shoulders the
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responsibility in paying debts to everyone for his father in
order to restore honour to the family, Despite hils love for
Maggie; he turns her from the house after learning of her apparent
"elopment!" because it is a disgrace {o his family., In Tom
Tulliver; we see a touchn of Adam Bede's pride; severity; nonesty
and stubborness. Like idam Bede; Tom keeps promlses on his
fatherts behalf; He does not forceMrs Moss to pay the money
against his father's will; zlthoupgh he knows that 1t might save
a geood many of Mrs, Tulliver's possessions, Tom 1s very proud of
himself, He is not going %o complain and to find Tault witﬁ
people because they do not make everylhlng easy for him. He
weuld ask no one to help anim more than to give him work and pay
him for-it. O©Onee when PBob Jakin gave him his nine suuvereigns;
Tom said "I Qon't want fto take anyvthing f{rom anybody; but to
work my own way," 29 Here wWe can compare him wlth Adam Bede
again, Both Adam 2nd Tom are a little too hard: they 4o not
easliy forglve people whe do wrong,.

The difference between Tom and Adam is that Tom 1s rather
more severs and strict than Adam, Adam has only one thing to be
strict abouf: work; but Tom has two things: work and fanily, In
my apinion; Adam 15 much more warm-hearted: he is at his most
natural when dealing with his mother and brofther and even regrets
his severe treatment of his father,

fs Arthur Donnithorne; the weak-willed; young seducer;
found some sympathy {rom George Elint; so the more grown.un
and deliberate sinners also find some forgivencss. iHore the root

of the evll 1s not rash selfishness buet coneclous, unbending pride,.
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Harold Transome in Felix Holt has semething in commen with

Grandcourt in Daniel Deronda: the sense ol being masterful,

He was st ohnce active and luxurious; fond of mastery, and
good-netured enough %c wish that everyone about him should
like his masterys not caring greatly to know other peoplefs
thoughts, and ready to despise them as blockheads if their
thoughts differed from his, and yot solicitous that they
should have neo colourable reason for slight thoughts about him,
The bloekheads must be forced to respect him, 100

This passage{clearly shows that Harcld Transcome 1s very
obstinate and unreascnable, though not oppressive; Harold, very
muach loved by kis mother, comes back to her as a stranger after
having left England for Fifteen yecars, He says he is5 a Radical
and 1t renders a kind of shock to Mrs, Transome. He has been with
the Embassy to Constanticnople, intending to be a diplomat.

=
His lueck took another shape after he saved the life of an Americen
banker, He then became a2 merchant and banker at Smyrne, lHe
became very rich and paid all the family debts.

He reflects that since his brother, Durfey whom he despises,
is older than himself, he must carve out his owr lortvne, He says
to himselfs "I'1ll get rich somehow, and have an estate of my own,
and do what T like with it." 107 This determined aiming at
soricthing marks hils naturc as belng very strong. He has the
enggetlewill, self-confidence, quick perception snd the narrow
imaglnation which make what is admiringly ealled the "przcticall
mind., Concerning wonens

Western women were not to his haste: they showgd_a transitiaon !
from the leebly animal to the thinklng being, wWhich was simply
troublesome, Harold preferred a slow-witted large-eyed woman,
silent and affectionete, with aloaed of black hair welghing much

more heavily than her brains. Iie had seen no such woman
in FEngland,... 1oz
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Here; he 1s contrary to Grandcourt who does not like a
wife who is not wise,

In Eather's npinion; Harold generally sees things clearly
and convinees himself that he cught to get what he wants, And
if he carnot get 1t; he can bear it guite ecasily., ©8he also thinks
that he has a way of vlrtually measuring the value of cverything
by the contribution 1t makes to his own pleasure, Harold is a
self-satisfied fellows he says; "T am very fond of things that I
can get, 4And I never lecnged much for anything out of my reach,
Whatever I feel sure of getting I like a1l the better,t 103
At this point he is, to some extent; likc Tom TulliVDr; another
"practical™ contender for the world's prizes,

Harold Transceme 1is much more like Grandcouqt; hnwever;
in that he is wvery proud of his status. He under-estimates
Esther when he thinks that Felix Holt is not the sort of man a
wcman.would be likely to be in lowe with when she is woodd by
Harpld Transome, Thaf 1= why he 1s disappointed when Esther
reiuses to accent hls proposal to marry her.

As has been polnted nut; with George Eliot there are no
éompletely wlelted peaple; Harcld has in him something nokle.
Although he wants to marry Esther in order to unite the two
clains -- his own; which hc feels to be the rational one; and
Esther's, which apparently is the legal claim -~ he is not going
to toke any step expressly dirceted towards that end, He determlnes
to behave to Esther with & frank gentlemgnlincsg; Wwhich must win
her good-wlll and ineline her to save his family intercst as

mach as possible, is recognition of Esther's claim also shows
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his honesty. In fact; Harold 1s a clever; fraﬁk; good-natured
egnist; proud; unsentimental; wnsympathetle but fond of scnsual
pleasure,

Mrs., Transome 13 a very tragiﬁ character, 8he came from
a high Tamily but her parents were poor; so she had to marry
Mr, Transome who 1s a half-witted and hatchet.faced fellow, She
was a_beautiful; nroud-looking woman wilth the eyes somewhat
eagle-like, She had two gons: Durfey who was a wild sort of
half-natursl fellow ahd Harold who was clewver and good-looking,
She wished her eldest son to dle so that her bLesiti-loved son might
ba the heir, Thcughout her married life sh¢ has never been haooy.,
Because of her pride, she is no longer tacitly »itied bv her
nelghbours for her lack of money, her 1imbecile husband, her
graceless eldest son and the Jlenceliness of her life, BShe 1s
looking forward to have at her side & rich; clever and nossibly
a tender son, Untll this son comes back; however, she docs not
yleld her power and pride to anycne, Her 1life would have 1ittle
meaning if she were to be genlly thrust aside as a harmless;
elderly woman since she has been =sole mistress of the house for
long time. ©She is very disappointced with the meeting with her
son whose return she lonzs for tecause he comes back as a siranger
to her, Harold Boes neot pay much attention fto her because he is
a "gractlecal" person, Due to her lenellness and great love feor
him she perhaps expects rather too much from him, Thls is what
leads to her diwapoointment, WIth his return; a certain self-
pity berins., She likes to think that she is old and thet no one

cares for her:
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"I am a hagi" she sald to herself (she was accustomed to
give her thoughts very shary outline), "an ugly old woman
who hapnens to be his mother, That is what he s2es in me, as
T see a stranger in him, I shall count for nothing, I was
foolish to expect sanything else",10h
But in this first interview with her son; the shatow which .
has fallen over her is the oresentment of her powerlesness.
Mrg. Transome herself admitted thaty "I have been full of fears
all ny life -= z2lways secing something or ofther hanging oaver me
that I ¢couldn't bear to havuwen," 105
F'or Mrg, Transome, many sinful things are highly azreeable,
and many things which she decs not donbt to be good and true are
dull and meoningless. She likes to Be resnected by the peonle
in ner village, She lixes to change a labhourer's medicine; Tetched
+from the doctor; ond substitute a prescription of kher own., In
short; those who have glimases cf her outward 1ifc migat have
8213 she was tyrannlcal; with a tonpue 1like 2 razor. Dut what
is niddcn mnder that outward 1ife is her keen sensibility and
dread, 1In cther WDTdS; she tries to be strong In corder to nide
her weaknes=s, Once she knmows that Harold i¥mows the truth that
she wanted ke»t from hiw, {ithat Jermyn is his real father) she
feels sc unheany that cnly Esther is able bto comseole her, The very
least we can say for her is that, she 1s certainly not one of
those bland; adoring and gently tearful women who are stock-ln-

trade Victorizn pothers,

With Mr, Casaubon in Middlemarch, George Eliot vividly
presents to us a priggish, learned man who is hollow Inside,

Dorothea has a very high oninion of hims
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"He thinks with me;' said Dorothea to herself; “or rather;
ne thinks a whele world of which my thought is hut a poor twoe
nenny wmirror, And ais feelings too, his whole experience -«
wiat a lake compared with ny Ilittle peoll' 106
The idea that Mr, Casaubon migzht wish to make her his wife
touches her with a sort of reverential gretitvde,
#s for Mr, Casaubon; he chooses to marry Dorothea because
ne finds in her even more than he demands,., She might rezily be
a helpmazte to him and wonld cnable him to disnense with 2 hired
secretary. I think he is nct really in love with Dorothea, but
it occurs to him that he must no longer defer his intention of
matrimony. He thinks thzat in taking a wife; a man of good position
should expect and czrefully choose a blooming young lady.- the
younger the better becauvse she willl be more recently educated and
submlssive, Therefore Mr, Cesaubon never dreams of devoting
himsell to Dnrnthea; but; on the contrary, he exsects Dorothea
to de everything to nlease him., He 1s selfish; for he demands
mach soclicltude and hard work frem her, In the night time
Dorothoa; who in her young weariness falls fast zsleep qulte guickly,
has to wake up znd read to aim, Althoucgh Dorothea entirely degotes
herself to him; he i1s still neot satisfied: he wanis to meke a |
new yoke for her after his death by prohiblting her from marrying
Ladislaw Dbv the threat that all thc property is to go away from
her 1l she does.
Ladislaw understands Mr, Casaubon very well, He Xnows thati
Mr, Casaubon is too doubtlful and too uncertain of himself so that
he doeeg not like anvone to look over his work and to know thoroughly
wrhat he is doing. Mr, Casaunbon knows well that he does not possess

the intellectual gower for which he has built uwo a reputation,
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Thereforehe cannot finish his work, for he 1s afpald that hils poverty
af thought would be found out; and he would become ridiculous. |
However; he wants to he praised,

We cannot help bt pity Mr, Casgsubon,. [He has to remailn
prcuﬂly; bil%erly sillent becavse he is distrusiful of evervbodyls
feeling towards him; espeially as a meband., To let anyone sunpose
that he is jealous would ﬁe to admit their view of his disadvantages,
To let them know that he does not find marriage sarticularly
blissful would imoly thet he iz consclous of thelr earlier disappro-
val of the match, All throuwsgh his life; Mr, Casaubon has been
trying not to admit; even to himself; the inward sores of self-
doubt and jealousy,.

Ladislaw 1s a counternart te Darcthea; He is; to our
dlsappointment, not very well poriraycd by George Eliot, His
character is not developed well encugh to moke the reader helleve
that Dorothea might fall in love with him, At {irst he 15 agalnst
Dorothea; for he nakes up his mind that she must be an unpleasant
girl since she is going to marrvy Mr, Casaubon. He has been to

Rome to learn what he calls "culture"., Ladislaw is hired by Mr.

Drooke to edit the newspaper The Ploneer, KEe can write in the

hichest style of leading articles and he means ta take very high
ground on Heform,

Mr. Prooke has a high opninlen of him, However, he describesg
him as “a kind of Shelley" because ol his enthusiasm for liberty,
freedom and emancination. To Mrs, Cadwallader: "“Oh, he's a
dangerous ¥oung snrig; that Mr. Ladislaw; with his cnera songs
and his ready tongue., & sort of Byronic hero -~ an amorous

consnirater, it strilkes me,,,ﬁlﬂ? And to Mr, Lydezte Ladislaw
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"...Was a sort of gypsy, rather enjoying the sense of belongilng

to no classy he had a feeling of romance in his posltlon, and
a pleasant consciousness of creating a 1ittle surprlse wherever
ne 1‘~rentn"198

To Rosamond; he gradunally becomes necessary to her enterteln-
ment b¥ his companionshls 1n her music, hls varied talk; and his
freedom from grave preoccuvation. These gqualities in him confirm
Rosamond?s dislike of her hvsbandfa medical profession,

Regarding hils humble love for Dorothea; he says %o himself
that, "Dorothea was forever enthroned 1n his soul: no other woman
conld slt higher than her foctstool..." 109 But Ladislaw is very
nroud of himself too{'he refuses the proposal of Mr, Bulstrede to
glve him money because the money 1s obtained from a dishonourable
business. He sayz: "My vnblemished honour is lmportant to me,

It 18 important to me to have no stain on my birth and
connections,, . 110

i noticeable flaw of Ladislaw is, I think, that he holds
himself to be blameless, He 1s wreng In classing Resamond's hand
in hls whille they are seen by Dorotuca, Afterwards he 1s angry
with Hosamond; curses her and accuses her of snoillng the ideal
treasure of his life: Dorothea would never belleve in him anymore,
He knows that he is being cruel to Hcsamond; tut he has no Intention
of rclenting. As with Eulstrode; his feeling of "moral aristocracy®
prevents him from symnathizing wlth Ylower" mortals, He 1s gacd
because he wishes to be sroud of his goodness,

Another of Ceorge Eliot's egotistilcal heavtles 1s Rpsamond

Viney, She, llke Hetty, Esther, Dorothea and Gwendolen, wants



il3
to be ralsed above her own class. She feels that she might have
been hanpler if she had not been the deughter of a Mlddlemarch
manufacturer, {(See Part I,Chapter TII: Content) As for Lydgate,
Rosamond is interested ir him hecause he corresnonds to ler ideal,
He iz foreign to Middlemarch, a man of talent, lofty manners and
good famlly who would add glory o her,

In Rosamond's romence it was not necessary to imagine much
about the inward life of the hero, or of his serious busine=ss
in the world: of course, he had a orofession and was clever,.
as well as sulfficiently handsome; but the piquant fact abou
Lydgate was his good birth, wnich distinsvished him from all
HMiddlemarch admirers, and nresented marriapge az a prosvect
of rising in rank and getting a 1ittle nearer to that celestial
condition on earth in which she would have rothing to do with
vuolgar aeople, and perhaps at last assoclate with relatives
qulte egual to the country 9eonle who looked down on the
Middlemparchers, 111

She 45 delighted by the visit of Captazin Lydagate who is
a baronetls scn and v, ,.when she introgtuced Cantain Lydgate to
her guestz, she had a nlacid sense fthat his rank nenetrated them
as 1f it had been an sdour® 10

To Lydgate, Hosamond has the ¥ind of intellirence one would
desire ln a woman -- polisked, refined and doecile,

Rosamond is rnot a flery younhg lady, in fzet, as remarked
by her mother, " Rosamend always had an angel of a temper:
her brother vsed very often not to please her, but she was never
the girl to show temper: from a baby she was alyays as good as

good, and wlth a complexion beyond anything."113

However she is very stubbern znd she nmcans to do and t&
1ive as she oleases, Besldes, she never gives up anything that
Bhe sets her mind on, When she 1s nregnant, desnlite her husband's

obJdection, she goes riding and has an accident which results in
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the loss of her baby, To her; what she liltes to do is the right
thing 2nd all her cleverness ls directed to getting the means of
doing 1t, With regard to this accident, she is certaln that the
ride has made no difference; and that 1f she had stayed at home,
the zame Symgtoms wolld have come on and she would have ended in
the =ame way,

She does not want to share her hushand's unhappiness and
disgrace, ©&She even thinks that 1f she had known that he wouvld
fail like this she would never have mafried him, Rosamond is very
proud of herself and believes that evervome is under her power:

« o e2he had been 1ittle uscd to imagining other pceople's states

of mind excent as a material cut into shape by her own wishes:
and she-belleved in her own power to soothe or =ubdwe. Even

Tertius, that mogt nerverse of men, was always subdued in the
long-ron, ... 114

So she 1s dceply hurt when she 1s dencunced by Ladislaw as
being thce cause that has rmade Dorothea lose faith in him., However
we cannot help byt oity her for she is merely true to her own
character; at least she is not hypocritical,

Lydzate is a tragle hero in whom the seeds of a higher
vocation are destroyed by his wife, He had stvdied in Parils and
has the ldez of raiszing the medleal »rofesslon higher in reputatlion,
Professionally; Lydgate is ahead ol his times, For a gentleman's
son in those days medicine was still an unusval prefeasion, but
for Lydsate:

» o sthe medical orofessicon as it might be was the finest in
the world; presenting the most perfect interchange betveen
science and art; offering the most direet alllance between
intellesctual conguest and the social good. 115

Although he is poor, money has never beenr a motive to him,
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Lydgate 1s proud of himself and has oplnions of hls own, He voles
for Mr, Tyke Instead of Mr, Farebrother not because he wants o
please Bulstrode or for the sake of nis getting on in the world,
tut because he wants a medium for his work; a vehlcle for his
ideas and fthe nrospect of getting a2 good ﬂasﬁitalq As far as
his personal prosnects are concerned; he does not cere a straw for
Bulstrode's fricndshin or enmity.

He undoubtedly makes a great mlstake in marrying Rosamond,
Her extravagance makes him live beyond his mesns, Rosamond 1s
also selfish cnovgh not %o share his desgrace. The far.reaching
result of his marriage to her is the loss of his good nane,
Although he 1s rot inveolved in the crime committed byLBulstrode
(who deliberately scoes against Lydgate's DI‘dC—I‘); he i1s accuvsed of
being an acecesseory, Although he suspects that DBulstrode speeded
un the death of Mr, Haffles; he cannot say a word sinece Bulstrode
is his ereditor.

Lwdgate 1s a very oroud »erson. Wien he has done someone
a service; he does not want that nerson to offer him a aerviee 1n
returns he does not even want that nerson to know that he has done
him a service, He is a man who likes to face trutn althouvgh 1t
might do the worst te him, He would not retreat before any calrﬁn?
and be thought of as having subniltted to 1t. When the gossip
goes around that he has taken a bribe from Bulstrode for killing
Mr, Eaffles; he sets his mird on remalning in Middlemarch,
Although the svspicion of taking a bribe 1s a serlous injury to
his pride; he does not try to pet acquittal for himself by hurling
accusations at others. He gays M1 shall do as T think right; and
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exnlain to nokody,.." - However when Dorothee tells him that



1156

she telieves he 1s not guilty; he gives himsel? up; for the first
time in his life; to the exquisite sense of lesning entirely on
B FZEnerouns sympathy; without any check of »roud reserve,

With Bulstrbde; George Bliot nresents us with sericus study
of the religious hyroerite. He provides the most conspicious
exennle ol George Eliot's symgath?. In my oginion; Bulstrode,
despite hls vices, 1s sympathized wilth by his autheor., 1In her
nﬂvels; Geprge Eliot 41s always governed by tolerance and vnder-
standing, George Eliot shows that we cammot judpe somecne Dy
actions alone btut by nis wotdlve for doing them, That is why
Bulstrode's background shows us why he hehaves as he does., He is
a man who likes to goint out other nesnle's errors btut is biing
to his own. Bit by bit we find cut that Bulstrode's pest life
has been unhanpy. He was an orphan educated at a commercilal
charity=-school, He then becomes the confldential accountant cf
a pawn broker, On a ghort acquaintance with this work he becomes
aware that one source of great nrofit 1s the easy acquisition
ol any goods offered without strict ingquiry as to where they come
from, At first he shrinks from thils, but 1little by 1liitle he
becomes used to 1t, Bulstrode finds himsclf carrying on two
distinct lives: hls religicus activities do not appoear incompatible
with his buslness dealings once he has argued himself inte not
fesling them to be incompatiblc., Earlier he had bheen a ycung
banker's clerk, As a member of a Calvinistic dissenting church
at Highbury he spolie on religlous platforms @nd preached in
private homes, That was the hapniest time in his 1ife: that was
the setting he would have chosen now fto awake in and ind the |

rest a dream, Bulstrode has robbed the pronerty ¢f hils step =
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daughter, (See Pt.1, Ch.1II: Content) There are, therefore, hours
in wnlch he feels that his actlon was unrighteous; but how can

he go.back ? After his wife's death; ne gradually withdraws his
caslital and finally; when the busiress collapscs; moves to settle
down in Mjddlcmarch as a banker; a church man and a poblic
benefactor, He marries Harriet Viney who 1s very gocd to him.

Bulstrodc is not afraid of legal punishment or boggary:
ha iz afraid only of being revealed as the slmmer hoe is to the
judgement of his neighbours. He is afraid of the disclosure of
certain Tacts of his past 1ife to the mournful perceptlons of
his wife; which would rcnder him an object of scorn to the
religion with whieh hc associatgs himself, He tries to save his
honsury and make amends for what he has done by proncsing to give
a sum of money to Ladisiaw but Ladislaw refuses his prooosal,
George Elint gives us a decn psychological study of Bvlstrodests
charzeter: "He was simply a man whose desires had been stronger
than his thcoretle bcliefs; and who had gradually explained the
gratification of his desires into satisfactory agreement with
those beliefs.“;l?

#lthougn Bulstrode nust be considered as & religious
hypocrite; he is not a coarse one; gince he still really necds
some spiritual kind of hope for hils moral rescuc, Wien he moves
to Middlemarch he tries to contribmte to all worthy charities hoping
that his Fcod works would bleot out his past sins., "Bui", says |
George Eliot, Ythe train of causes 1in which he had locked himself
went on.“llB Raffles comes to Middlemarch to blackmaill him and
‘ruln his name which he »nrizes above all, But Haffles' 1llness

offers him a desperate chance to save hls name, In this temptation
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George Eliot shows that his character follows the sane old
nattern, Bulstrode not only concezls Lvdrate's order cgoinst
giving Ralfles brandy but zlso gives the key to his hovse~keeper
so that she can bring brandy to Rarfles, Altkough Bulstrode has
longed for years fto be better than he is; he again has to commlt
crime for his safery's sake, In my opinimn; Mr, Bulstrode is a
very sensitlive person who realizes he Is a vletim of hir past
actlons, Re tries to become a better man, but like King Claudius
in the grayer scene in Act IIT of Hamlet; he is laced with the
question, ''May one be pardoned and rctain th' offence 2 M
Crandeourt is; In my Dcinion; Georpge Eliol's real willailn,

Throughout the story he shows only morzl defects, Yet in
Gwendclents earllest oainicn; Grandcourt:

veoaWaS adeorably guiet and free from absurdities -- he would

be A husband to sult with the best ajpearance a wopan could

make ,., He did not apaear to cnicy anvthing rmuch, That

was not necessaryt and the less he had of narticular tastes

or deslres, the more freedom hils wife was 13kely to hEva in
following hers, 119

Gwendelen loagines that after her marrilzge she will nost
2robably be able to mznage him thoroughly. 1In this Gwendolen
sadly misjufges Grandeourt, because aftcrher marriage to him she
nas Lo dc everything in accordance with his wlil, George Elilot
says:

And the poor thing's belief in her own power, with ner other
dreams before marriage, had often to be thrust aslde now lilke
the toys of a sick child, which it locks at with dull eyes,
and has no- heart to nlay with, however 1t may try. 120

Grandcourt finds aleasure in the idea that no worman whom

he fawvours can be quite indifferent to his zcersonal influence,

&tnd it seems to hilm that Gwendolen might be more enamcured of
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him than he of her. In any case she woblo have to suvbnmit;
and he enjoys thinking of her as his future wife, vhose pride
and gpirit are suited to command everyone but himselfl, Ie
wants to be master of a woman who would have llked to master
L. 121
N,

I &an of the osinion that Grandecurt deoes not roelly
love CGwencdolen, bul he marries her because Gwendolen satlislles
nis fastidious tastc about women, He would not have liked
a wife whn had rot received some elevaticn of ranl: from hing
nor one whe was not beautifvl; nor one who although bgauntilfal,
was not wiss, He does not care how Owendolen will Tfeel in
Tulfllling his will, What he requires most 1s for her to do
whz% he wants her to do., ©Once when he sees Swendelen not
wearing the diamonds which she hates, beecuse Vrs. Glasher's
horrib*e words are clinging to them, he ordcers hei toc uwear
then, Although Cwendelen objects that they do ot suit
her, he gays: "hat you think hos nothing to 4o with 1t...

nla2 Gwerdnlen even Fancles

I wish you t¢c wear the diamonds,
thet his eyes show a deligh* in torturinpg her., She says
to hersclfs
He delights in making the dogzand horses guall: that
is half his pleasure ik calling them his. Tt wlll come to
be go with me; anc I shall quail, wWhat else 1s thore
Tor me? 1 will not say to the verld, "Plity me*hlz23
Another thing thzot 1llustrates the noeint that grandcourt
dogs not really love her is the will he makes, He does not
sive her cnovgh noney to lead the sane 1ife gzs when he ves

alive, DBesides, he gives her thc house at C2dsmere vhere hils



mistress, Mrs. Glasher hes lived. This, of course, hurts

her wery much since =ie is lowered while Mrs, Glasher is

In the oplndion of Mr. Lush, who has heen with him
fer & loerg time, Grandecourt is "net 2 ron to be always led
by whet mrkes for his ownm intercsts; espeeinlly if you
let him see thot it melies for your interest toc.niZw

Aegarding Lercnda, I do not think that trandcourt is
jealous of him or susseets Gwendelen of being in love ’
with Deronda, DRBut he is afrzid th:it Swendolen might behave
o do things thet wouvld threaten his mastervs he is not
goins in any way to he facolad or te allow nimsell 7 be

regarded zs onitiable, FHe iz a bhorn orop-letor ang allows

no trospassing or whet he says is his,

{111) The third grous or "the miror characters”;
&5 hae been pointed out earlicr in this chonter, are no
lese wonderfully drewn than the characters in the second
group. In these charactmrs;a.g.Mr, and v, PoyEer;

Lisbeth in Adam Bedcg Mr, and Mrs. Tulliver, Mrs., Glzgg

in The ¥ill on thc Floss: Mrs, Holi In Felix Halt; Wz can

see (eorge Ellost's hunmcur and her talent for 'rriting disleogus
which bears the stamn of character, social elass =nd cven
the temper of the soezkers, 1ith thedir dizlogue and their

hupour, these chezracters give us a vivid nicture of rural
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life, As lfor London life, all the Cohen Caplly in Paniel
Deronda are clearly meant to be amuszing and lively in the
same way as the Poygers end the Dodscens, With paniel DE?nn&a,
Mireh and Hordecal, George Eliot seems te fall in her attempt
to win ths reacer's sgyompathy for Jews becauce they &rc vscd
to i1llustrate her preconceived idea. However, with the
Cohens ard a mugician, Klesmer, thle is pot so and she is
therefore more convineing, A1) minor charackters alav on
imobertant »art in the story for thev sometimes comement on
the le-dirg characters znd to sonc extcnt renresent different
classcs in s2cicty which, when thev come together, give us
a kalcidoscooie pleture of speciety In depth end apoarcnt
solidity. Indeed, the svccess of Genrge Eliot's portrayal
of Ainor cherecters is cne of the preoatest ssgets she has
in making the socisties of the varidus novzls secm both
real and influvential, Ycociety te net regerded en masse,
like a crowé, but is oresented to fthe reader ag a scries:
of irtroductions to many recognisable, memorable neople, who
are the so-called 'minor characters!. The total offect of
Buch a seriég of recognitlions is immenselw powerfui arnd

convincing,



Chapter IIT
SOCIETIES

We have sald in the Intreduction that George Eliot's two
maln interests in her novels are Individuals and societles,
Evidence of thls comes from a remark by George Ellot herself
who said with reference to Romola: "It is the habit of my imagina-
tion to strive after as full a vision of the medium in which a
character moves as of th character itself?!

In George Ellot's opinion; Individuals and societies
are closely connected: the private 1ife mast be determing b
a wider public life, She clearly advocates her view in Fellx Holt:

These soclal -changes in Treby parish are comparatively

public matters, and this history 1s chilefiy concerned with
the private 10% of a fow men and women: but there is no
private 1ife which has not been determined by & wider public
life, from the time when the primeval milkmaid had to wander
wlth the wanderings of her clan, because the cow she milked
was onc of a herd which had made the pastures bare, 126

George Eliot is always aware of the connection betwceen
the soclety and the individual and she illustrates her awaroness
in all of her novels, Her observation of 1ife in a village or
in a provineial town she had known from her childheod is very
brilllant. She successfully places her characters in this
environment; and the interrelation of groups of familics 1s clearly
defined,

In George Ellot!'s novels the central drama sorings frcm a
tension between the individual and the community, She poses Tor

her characters . the problem of adapting thelr versonal desires,

whether neble or selfish, to the inescanable surrounding condiiilons
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renresented by an organic society. I mean by "organic® a mixture
and interdevendence of human needs and wills, I wish to emphasise
that Gecrge Flict's view of socliety is net mechanistic, The
diflferences in quality betwesn Cecrge Eliot's novels are closely
related to the degree of success with which she gives life to the
soclal world surreovnding her central characters%g?The success of

fdap Bede, The ¥ill on the Flgss, Silas Marner, Midélemsrch and,

to @ certain extent, Feliz Holt, lies in the fact that she places

her characters against the background or social environment that
she was fanilizr with zrd which she had known since her
cizildhood. Together with memorw, she gives us lheen observatlon,

The relative fzilure of Romola and Danjiel Deronds is parily due to

the feet that the socigl bacuground in ther is Ismperfectly focused.
In Homsla, Ceorge Tliot gresents to vs scaces of Florence in the
Tfifteenth certury “hiech she has acguired from resecarch, In Daniel
Deronda there is a l=2c¢k of & general enclosing society in which

2ll the characters are bred ané brought unp, Here, for instance,
George Eliot's Lorndon scences cannoet stand commarison with the London
of Dickens and her casinc and ccuntry house scenes muast glve way

to Thackeray's shrewder aporeciation of things, A wordy novel,

Dzniel Deronda goes on in & restless way, very moch like 1ts hero,

hut never finds = Yhome'',

In Adam mede., the Heyslone copmunity occupies the wiinle nowvel.

e come to know all classes of 1its eocietr, which can be rqughly
divided into three sccial levels--that 1z to sav: the farm~vorkers
and »soor farmers; the more well-to-do tenants; anc the landed gentry
inclvding the vicar, It is an active commnity in which most men

and woren have worl tg do apd their work has corresponding effects
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on the community, At that time; we learn, class distinction was
not ¢learcut:

For those were times when there was no rilgid demarcation of
rank between the [armer and the respectable-artisan,; and on the
home hearth, as well as in tle public house, theyr might be seen
taking thélr jug of ale together; the farmer having & Iatent seinse
of capltal, and of welght 1n parilsh affairs which sustainea him
under his conspicuous inferiority in conversation, 128

The Haysleope compunity is a kind of enveloning society where
peconle arc tied together b - soclal bonds, We can witness this in
the Wenty-first birthday feast of the young squire; Lkrthur
DDnnithr:I‘ne; where all kinds of people; both young and Old; attend,
Artaur is the helr of the old squilre and one day he might become
the landlord, Thereforc; he takes thils caportunity to meet with
his tenants; be fzrnillar with them and promisc that he will improve
their land and bring about a better praectlce of husbandry, By thils
paint in the book; the pattern of life of the inbabitants in Havs.
lope has been clearly ectabliched, We have come to lmow rll graodes
of its society: artisans (Adam, Seth, Master Burge), labourers(e.g,
Wiry Ben); farmers (Mr, and Mrs, Poyser); a scnoelmasier (Bartle
Hassey); an innkeeper (Mr, Gasson); the vicar (Mr, Irwine) and the
squire {Arthur), Everyone in the community knows each other vory
well: whether they are gentry; farmers or labourers; 1they attend
the Sunday cobscrvanee together at the same church and whenever there
1s any ceremony; all of them join ir, On the burilal day of Mr,
Thias Bede; fAdamts father; lor instance; almost 811 of the peosle
in that community attend this ceremony, As 1 they were going to

church as usual on Sunday, the women enter the chureh at once and

talk over everything in undecrtones to esach other. Meantimes the
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men linger cutslde and talk ahout ‘YWusiness, The marriage of

adam and Dinah 1s also a great event in the wvillage. A1l of the
inhabitants in Hayslone have a holiday and annear in thelr best
clothes at the wedding. Thus; whenever there ls any ceremony or
whenever there 1s any news; good or bad; everyone in the wvillage
knows it, So it is not surprising that Hetty's crime scems to
the Poysers; who arae very proud of their family which hes held
Up its head and paid 1ts way as far back as its name went in

the parish register,to be something worse than death. Hetty brings
disgrace tothen all -~ disgrace that connot be wiped out, IThey
evenn think of moving to live in other village. ﬂnd; of course;
1t was precisely thils soclal background that the Poysers provided
For Hetty that made her run away 50 that no one should Mmow

that whe was pregnant, All of the people 1n the Hayslooe community
are bound to the village very closely, When anyone has to go
away; there is a strong feeling of disloeation, Hetty; Tor
example, [eels lbst and 1n desperation even commits muprder
mainly in the hope that she might return home without blame
or scandal, Hayslopne relatlonships arc close toc, For examyle;
when Adam Bede goes to Stonyshire; trying to find a way to help
Hetty; Bartle Hassey; the school-teacher shuts hils night-school
and goes to Stonvshire to lcok after Adam as if he were a very
¢lose relation, Arthur's weakness which results in his being

a seducer 1s alsc caused by his upbringing; his relations with
his grandfather and his complacent exoectation of love and

esteem that he will recelve Trom his tenants when he inherits

the land, We can say that the central tragedy grows crganically
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out of this composite backsround of rural life,

In the Mill on the Floss, the pattern of society 1s
not so simale and enclosed as 1t is in Adan Bede, However;
George Eliot still ghows us an Individual tragedy belng felt,
Judged andé reacted uﬁon by & community as a whole, The community

in The Mi1l on the Floss 1s larger than that in Adam Bede, for

the story has to move to wvarilous onlaces. PBesides farmers and
landowners; 2 nev class, the middleman of the "grofessonal”
kind; is Involved 1n this story; Maggice's father is at the more
modest end of this professional scale; a millEP; not so wvery
dilfferent from the traditional miller of English rural 5oéiety.
But at the upper end of the middlcmen class we find the Guests

and YWakems: the former rich from the millinege and carrying tradeé
{"the largest o0il-mill and most extensive wharf in St Dgg's”}lE
and the later a 1awyer; a professlon which looms cover largcor

in George Eliot's novels zs tho agency whereby human relction-
shlps and prosperity are bullt up or broken down., (See Part I,
Chapter TIT: Content) The story talkes place at the time when
Tarms are still flourishing but the industrial disiricts are
spreading ragidly; forcing apricultural nroducts inte the hands
of wheolesalers and distributors who could ensure that the susply
would meet the new demands; George Eliot; hOWEVET; never tales

us very far away from the country, which che kmew so well, even

In her next novel, Felix Holt, which iz more expllcitly concerned

with zolities and economics than any other,

From The M111 on the Floss and Felix Holt wo can sce

that George EZllot was not revolutionary in politles, Her idea
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of revolution is a gradual improvement in condltions. Her vilew

of pelltics, If we can take Fellx to be representative of her
Opiniﬂfﬂﬁ; 1s alwmost cynical, ©She clearly thinks that Parliament
cannot leeglstate about human nature, She did not lNnow deepnly
the hardships of poverty as did Mrs., Gaskell, This 1s probably
becavse the poor she Xnew were country people; whose poverty
was less unbearable than poverty in a city like Manchester,
Although pecple in the story live at different places;
they are, for the most part,tisd together with bonds of family
reletionsnlps (Stephen's engagement to Lucy can be seen as such
a bond}; and few Youtsiders' are really involved in this story,
Wilth a full descrintion of Maggie's childhood; we are made Lo
grow familiar with a ndmber of households and their way of life.
There is; for example, the home life of the Twllivers: Mr,
Tulliver; pruud; full of strong and viclent feelings comnared
with hils wilfe who is foolish but failthful,torn betwscn loyalty toher
owm Tfamlly and the proud convention= of her Uodson upbringing.
Next is Mrs, Glegg wnose home is at 5t Ogg's, 5She is the eldest
of the Dodson sisters, Then there is the elegsnt home of Mrs,
Pullet. Then we are thrown into contact with the rich fanily of
Mrs, Deane; whose husband is a business man, There is also &
contraszt offered by the rich famllies of the lormer Deodsons and
the famlly of Aunt Hoss; Mr, Tulliver's sister; who is very
poor because she marries solely for the sake of love, These
aspzects of l1ife glve us a soclal background that has lasting
effeets on Meggpie's doveloning ocersonslity, In The M121 on

the Floss, the interrelation of grouns of families 1s therefore,
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clearly definec, Unlike Adam Tede, the people in this story

are tied with bonds of family relationship rather than with

bonds of local levalties, They pe to vislt ezch other and

whenever any decigion mist be made, e.g.about Ton's education

or wiern Mr, Tvlliver is made bhanlrunt, the family council

cofposed of Mrs., Tulliver's sisters 1s called to hold copsultations.
In this novel socletv plavs a verwy 1mpoftamt role, It |

1s the chief instrument in bringing tragedy to the individuozl,

Although Maggie is not guiltvy of anything more than monmentary

impetuosity, sozlety is stern: scandal,criticisn and public

opinior, make her unhappy andg wreotened, Since society Jucdces

that she is guilty, she must be guilty, Socisty tolerztes no

excuzes. This clearly supports Georce ¥liot!s conceot that

there iz no orivate life which has not heen determined by

a wvider sublie life.

In Ejlzas »arner, the pattern of society is more cr less

1ixe that in Adsr Dede,for the inhabitants in the villaze of
Raveloe, except Silags himscll at thc beginping of the shory,
are tied together vith local, socizl bernds. e come to koow
£ll zraces of the people in the S[aveloe communiter together with
thelr grofessions: squire, landlord, doctor,; magistrete, brtcher,
tailor, clerk ete, The Rainbow Irn 1s a centrc vhere 2ll of
them come topether to have some drinks and tsl%, TIn iarnerts
view thc Rainbow

oo W5 & place of luxurious resort for rich and stout

husbands, whose wilves had superfluous storss of linen

1t was the place where he was likely to flhﬂ the powers

and dignitlez of Haveloe, ard where he coculd most sneedily
make his lpss oublii
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Silas Marner is intended by the autheor "to set in

2 strong light the remedial inlfluence of pure, natural,

htiman relatinns' and George Eliot's serccotion of the
desendence of human beinze on one ancther and on thé’r social
and religiovg traditions is cleerly defined, In order to

achieve her zoal, S5lles Maricer is presented as graduslly

eetting in toueh with {the community after having adopted

i22
'

v,

wie, He has to let Mrs, Winthrop stes seross his dopr-

He has to

h
o
L

#1111 in orfer to help him in bringing up Epni

go to churech in order to have YWpoie christened. OSince Eozie

t
is loved by everyone 1n the comrmnity, Silas 1s not a

strenger to them anymore., "Moo child was a2fraid of aporoaching
Silas when Enasic wes near him: there was no repulsion arpouvnd
him now, either for young or old; for the 1ittle child had
come to link him once more with the whole worla', 130

Turning now to Felix Holt, we can sce that the soeinl

bacliground is not narrovly focussed as In the three novels

carlier mentioned, With Felix Holt George Zliot is less and

less drawing instipctivel vpon the memorie=s and exneriences
of childhood znd youth, Az in Adam Pede, the communitr in

Felix Folt 1s composed of three social levels: the landed

contry (eg, the Transcnmes); the middle class (eg. Jermm and
Mr, Lyon's covlgregation, mostly midadlermen~.~shopkeeners and
ertisans, instead ' of wealthy farmers); and the working
class (ce. the miners, instcad of farm.workers and poor
farmers,) Zut they sre not so closely tied together as in

Adam Fede, The romance of Felix and Esther vsures the foreground
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of the book. So ercestional are these two.-one an outspoken
eccentric. in workman's clothes arnd the other a sort of
enchantress, with her Tine airs and delicale sophistication--
tnat the Treby election and the bonds of loyalty wnich it
ovght te have tested -+ master and man, land and industry;
tradition and modernity-<are relegated to the backgroomd,
The riot, when it comes, is an inconpruous scene of social
disturbance breaking in to1the main story of Felix, Esther;
Tlarpld Transome and his mdther. (It must be admitted that
Yarold's declsion to stand as a Radical is éonvincingly
oresented, but little comes of this excent the intrigres
of Jermyn to bribe the miners.,)

Another band that tlegs proople in socloty together is
religion. In Ceorge Fll)ot's warks, religlous factors which

affect her nlots can be found onlv in “elix Hott, Adanm Fede

2nd to some cxtent Silas Marper, In Adam Rede as well as

in Felix Holt we are atvare of the breaking up of Fnglish

Christlan unity into two main grcoups: the rthurch of England
and the Dissenters. The people who helons to the Chureh of
england are those who are mostly concerned with land- farmers
or landowners., The Dissenters are uswally labourcrs, artisans
and tradesmen, In the Payslope community in Adam Bede, as

it is an agricultural village, there is only a very small
group of Methodists: they are feth Bede, Will Maskeryé the
Wwheelwright, and Dinah Morris, the Hethodiét preacher, Seth

becones a Hethodist partly because he is 1n love with Dinah,

partly because his proflfession as a carpenter =eparates him
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from the agricultuvral community. Adam Bede presents us with
a vivid picture, full of humour, ol the aséemblf of the
villagers on the green to hear Dinahts preachipg, OShe is
tolerated and even sympathized with., There is not a econflict
between the Clmreh of Englard and the Ddsscnters in ddom Bede

as in Felix "olt, The Reverend fdolnhus Irvine, Vicar of

Hayslope, does not raize any objJection about Dinah'a preaching
hecause ne is 2 sympathetie man and has siirewd understanding.

¥r, Lvon, a Plscenting-preacher in Felix Hell,1s rather

pomeorrs and garrulous, It is typical of him %o challenge

the Peverend fugustus Debarry to a oublic discussion, This
challenge leads Lo considerable amusement, since Mr. Sherlock,
the curate whom Mr. Debarry chooses to replace him at the
public dgbate, rung awav, HMention muast be made about

religious bonds in Sileg Msprner, Before moving to Raveloe,

2ilas belonged to a small religiovs group known as the Clmareh
Assembling in Lentern ¥ard, The people in this religions group
are closely tigd together in almost a secretive way, just as

il they Wwere undergoing persecution., Thils sense of sccretivencss
or exclusiveness is mommon to many small, incependent ssets

and ofter leads to narrov-pincedness and a 'holier than thou'
attituse, This is borrne out by their expulsion ol Siles fron

the group for suspicicon of thelt,

Middlenarch 1is the result of Ceorge dl°cgl's cleirest

and decpest study of the interpenetration between the life of
¢ comauanity and the individuval lives that c¢ompocse it, The

commanity in this novel is dealt with widely, perhaps with
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the widest scoope and the most detall ever covered by George
Eliot, ©She uvundertook to study everv mhase of provincial

life on the eve of the Reform Bill, to show the effect of
actions and opinlons on individwals widely seperated 1n rank,
Political argument plays zlmost no part In the book, however,
Excent for Ladizlaw®s spcech-making and pamphlcteering, the
Reform Bill does not constitute a memorable factor in this
novel, Tt is gven further in the hackground than the elsction

ls in Felix Holt., With Middlemarch, she keess well within

an ehvironment she is fapiliar with. We come fo ¥mow, with
nany nore details from the dsener studiecs on fhe part of

George El°ot, all classes of people in Middlemsreh, There

are the gentry: (Dorothea9 Casauvon, Mr, Crooke etc.)g the
"professional" elzss: the cdoctor (Mr. Lngate); the hbanizor

{1, Bulstrgde), manafacturers (the Vincy family and Rosamondls
the country-dwelling artisans {( the Garth family). These
neanle are cornected topether with definitc =social honds

though they are not as obvious cor parcchizl as in Ad:n Fede,
Each character has something that coniributes fo the

commuiity either directly o= indirectly. borothsa gives her
money in suvupnort of a hospital in aid of the poor, Lydcate
directly contributes to the community since ne 15 a doctor,
Bulstrodes, a banker, tries to contribute his money io charities
hoping that his good deeds will blol out his past sgins, only
to find that society compels him to de evll again, If the
socliety of Micdlemarch k¥new that he had robbed a2 wWildow and

her daughter, he would lose hls prestige in soclety and society
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would riake an outcast of him, Consequently he has %o

comzlt crime in order to save his Face, In this case;

wve can see thst the irndividnal ftrapedy of Rurlsztrode iIs glosely
connected with soeiety and socilelly accented standards of
morallte,

Law, especially the law of inheritance, which heas a
tremedous effect uocon individual lives;is based on soclal
traditlions and copventions, Law can nrovide an canortunity
for a pergon, even after death; to bhe revanged on somcone,
The cleer axamnle is Mr, Casasubon's will, Although Dorothea,
ln her canacity as his wifey; should heve a right to ilaherit
heT bustand's estate; she has tc forfefit the oropertiy il
ghe sets contrary to his will., Gince soeciety accents thst
Lear is the suprexe rule, everyone has to ccrnnly with it;
glthovgh it is fTelt that it is not just. Dorothea hersell
dounts the vight of clécst song to have superilocr eclalms
&nd wonders why land should be entailed to the male helir,

(The same problem can be found in Daniel Deronda,where Bir Hugo,

who has only davghters, has to nominate his couvsin, Grandcourt
a5 his heir although he wants very much to give the property

to his own children,) 7Tt is also interesting to note theat

in the last ¥ro novels the prohler cof mrojerty (or, in these Ltwo
cages at least, of financial secvrity) 1s relatcd to the

clergy, Mr. marebrother's ao2ointnest i the HMiddlemarch

living apd Mr, Gascoigne's advice te Cwendeler ar< the cases 1n
ooint herc, it thev do not reallv come within the sphere

of religion, The main considerations here sre those of parish
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politics and =ocial cpportunism,
Debtz also have a tremendouns effect on the relationshlp
between individuals, The debtors are despised by all in

society, Tor in The Mill on the Floss cennot raise his

hezd aigh until he is able to pay his fathsr':s dehbts,

Lydeate 1n Micdlemarch loses his gond mame, although he

is not really guiltv, because he becomes Mr, DBulstrode's
debter, Fred Vincy in the szame novel even jeonardises

Mary carth's father by aslking hiw to endorse a nropissory
note for Fred's de-ts. Debits provide a kind of bond; but
one of submlssion on one side and suoeriority on the other,

With Danicl Deronda Georgs Eliot no longser uses

gcones with wiich she has becn familisr since her childheod,
ihere 1g a 1scik of an enveloping szocietr in whieh tne
inhabitants in a communitr are tied togethe: either by

local, social bonds or really siginificart bonds ol family
relationshios, Howvever, (George wliot's perception of the
deoendence of human beings on ane another {e,z,the descndence
of Cwendolen and the Mevrick family on Deniel Deronda) is
=1111 keen. O ecourss, thore are soclsl settirzs and
intimate family grouvnings in the koolk, but they are episodic,

Sone scenes in Dapniel Deronda e, g, the gambling scene, and the

family life cof the Cohens, althouvgh vividly prcese-tec, are

not closelv connected with the whole story, Hany of the

scenes 1n wWhich panlel finds himsell in Jewish surrovndings,
viiether in Englend or abroad, seenm painfully artificial Sccause

the suthor had no intimate knewledpe of Jewish socliety,
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The Jewish soclal scene, in faet, 1s oresented more in the
tradition o7 the historieal novel: 1t is a society, like
Florence in Bomola, constructed from researcl and intelligent
svmpathy. Yhat it lacks, however, 1s the stamp of immediate
conviction,
On the Gwendolen Harleth side of the stery, hOWEvET;
everything 1s different., Here the bonds of propert‘;; _1_5,1,-;;
family, marriage and npbrlinging are laid bare, They ae
strong bonds but seem only Lo restrict and frustrate, Here
the spite.of Casavbon's will and the ruthleszness of Jermwm's
schemnes are all concentreted in Grapndeourt, with his povwer
end oproperty. Crandcourt almost personifies the laws of
the rich and titled: cold, efficient and arbitrary in intention,
In this exnoswre of the restraints and regulations which
hing those whe stherwise can do as they 1like and live as
they like, Ceorge Eliot reveals the irony of heing very
wea]tﬁy. The rich man's honds bitc deenly becawse he has
no ofther ties, We have come a long way indeed From the
links cf friendship,; neighbourliners and ruvrzl tradition
that subtly enmeshed the Hayslooe commenity, Prom such
& soclety, Grandcourt seems even nmore excluded than a Jew!
Thers are some genexal points that should be made
about society in the novels of Gecrre Tliot, Holripg 1s
"Wictorian' in any way that aonroaches Diclens, 4We see

P

nothing of Londeon's law life (Fagir and companions, for

erxample), Nothirng of prison 1life as shown in Little Dorrit

appears in Ceorge Eliot's works -- we certainly can-ot

comnt iletiy?s ftoniton imorisonment ard trial ss specifically
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Vlietorian. WMo facteories as In Hard Times, no workhouses as

in 0liver Twist, no schools like Mr, Sgueers! school in

Bicholes Mickleby ever form backgrounds in George Eliot's

bosks such that the wretechedness ang liorror of the setting
ovérwhelms our interecst in the characters,

Tﬁe counlryside resists change, Hayslone, Haveloe
and Dorlcote Mill would not look out of nlace in Jane Auvsten
or Thomas llardy, Of course, allowances must bc made for
the variety of iInterest. Janeg fusten would stay within
her limited ranre, from the clergyman to the squire,

(Middlemarch and Daniel! Dercnda offer wider ground for

cxnloration within JTane Austan's.range than the Yeountry!
books, having more gentry ancd fewer country follr, yet they
seem even further away from Jane Austents style and stmosghere
pecanse of the complexity of thelr pleots and the seamy nature
of many ol the -=oral crises, some of which woid,; Irn the
eves of Jane jfusten, be fzr from mice",)>31 Hardv, on the
other hand would have accegted letty's crime, Dunstan's
death and Magrie's "elopement" and subseguent drowning but
wonld not have leit aAdam or Silas to "live hapaily ever
arter®, Despite these differences ol emphasis, the fields,
woods and Tarms, cottages and country houses, cleerly form

a chain of i1dentity from 1800 to 1200. Ever the excursions

from Hayslone (to Stoniton, 3nowfleld and Windsor), from

duelling, a&nd Godfrey Cass's country house} and from Dorleote

Mill (to St, oggz's and a boat-tris) are not 2eculiar to
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George Elict's vorks, as we can sco, for exannle, by the
occassional visit to the seaside or to Bath in Jane husten,l32
or the contrast betwveen the Hayslooe-type rich dalry-tfarms
in Blaeckmoor Vale and the stony, bleak moor-farm where Tess
later worksl33 (ef. Snowfield),

In Treby we are on the eva of the Reform =Filld and,
although we meet the niners and the middle class (the lztter
being shopkeepcrs, mostly Disscnters) and altnough there 75
a rigt, we arc not corseicus either of low comedy (the

Tatanswill election in Pleiwiek Pawners or Co¥etown utilitarianism

in Hard Times)or of serlous consideration of the aroblems

of urban industrisalization {2as 1n Mr=, Gaskell's Ilerth ond

South or Mary Barton,for instance), which tysnifvy the Victorian

attitude to thelir own unigue nosition zg history's first
parlianentary democrazey and their oride in weing tho trorishon
of the world", 1In other words, we arz still in recognisably
county or market-town seenery that would not sursrise Jane
fusten {or even Henry Ficlding of Joseph Acdison), Chartizm

and the Tuddites are broadlvy econtamporary, vet do not upset

Treby socigts, ¥iddilemzrch reminds us neither of Dickens nor
Thackefary but of aArpold Renacttts "discovery" of the Tive Towns
or Jokn Galsworthy's fissection of the Faorsyie family., Tt

iz &4 classic analvsis of a closely knit =ociz] groug which;
although exactly »nlacaed in tire arnd leocation, never sesms

dated or remote,. Hardy's Casterbrildpe in the hovel iich

hears that name also springs to mind. Eocliety in Daniel

Deronda hes not datzd moch either. There are re59mb]ances,
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by no means zaceidental, between the settings in George
Eliot's last novel and the culfured, cosmoonollian world
of high society -- Fngllsh or European -- in tite works of

Henry James, In Daniel Cerpnda music 1s one international

link (Klesmer, Mirah and Daniel's mother; for instance)

and, of course, the international nature of Jewry 1s znotaer.

These linkes are sti11l1 valid todey, 8o are the continentol

casinag and the Riwlerz as convineing cosmopellian settings,
With CGeorge Eliot there iz no surrender to stock

Figures of eazv 9ity or easv blome: the chimney-sweeper!'s

boy, the aged beggar, the rich man "grinding the face of the

noor!, Neither 1z there a tendency to ennhaslise hiehly

per=sonal (intrespective) emotlon, a2t the expense of envirorment

and social obligations, as there is with Meredith ang Wilde

and the Zellow Pook period of the nineties, Iloreover, as

has alreacy becn pointed out, Herbcrt Spencer and the new
"soclology" did not drive George Eliot into the extreme of
paterialigtic determinien exemnlified by Emile Zola, Zociety
ig never nade into 2 caricatvre. It is not a giznt ccloovs
or & relentless Jjuggernaut, Tt is uveswelly, in fact, depicted
as a web, or Woven continpum of Individual threads. Ccoorge
Elict's incdlvidvrals, again, who are never exaggerated in

a Dickeneian way, alvaves assart themselves--or bring on
themscives thelir own destinies, (a Creelk wav of looking =t

tragic involvenent), The unique pature of esch charscter 1s

malptained jJurst as reallstically as in Jomes Jovce anc



Virgirnia Wooll. Ye* there is no desire to dive into the

"stream of consciousness". George Eliot sucecessfully holds

the two extremes in onnosition: individuais on the one hand

and sgpciety on the other,
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