Chapter I
The Lives of Mrs. Gaskell & Charlotte Bronte
Mrs. Gaskell

Elizabeth Cleghorn Gaskell, though her life has been
deserlbed as an uneventful one, had some remarkable powers in

hergelf., The Winkworths once wrote in their memoirs about her :

" When we flrst kpew Mrs. Caskell she had not
yet become celebrated, but from the earlisst days
of our Intercourse with her we were struck with
her genlus, and used to say to sach othar that wo
were sure she could write books, or do anything
else In the world that she liked. And the more we
knew of her the more we admired her e-—-c-em—ac-aa-
A1l her gregt intellectual gifts «— her quick, keen
observation, her marvellous memory, her rare felicity
of instinct, her graceful and racy humour —=— were
50 warm and brightened by sympathy and feeling, that
when actually with her you were less conscious of her
power than of her charm. No one ever came near her
in the gift of telling a story -cea---- When, a few
years later, all the world was admiring her novels,
we felt that what she had actually published was a
mere fraction of what she might have written, had her
1ife been a less manyesided onej so that fine as it
wag it scarcely gave an adequate idea of her highest
powers; but her other occupation left her little time
for literary work. Her books, 1lndeed, were only
written when all possible domestic and soclal claims
had been satisfled tl

She was born in Chelgea on EQEP September 1810, dhristened
Elizabeth after her mother, and Cleghorn after her father's

i

associate, in East Lothian, e
From her father, a Unitarian minister, William Stevenagh;
she inherited some part of her talent. For he was known to bBe
studious at school and scholarly at his theological college;
also, when still irn his early twenties, he had been classica} -
Lutor at Manchester Academy, In addition to these qualities,

his contributions to the Edinburgh Review, and his editorship
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of The Jcots Magazines c¢learly proved his literary ability
which, without doubt, had some influence on developing his

daughterts literary interests, evsn though the svidence of her
talent did not appear until many years after her marriage;
Elizabeth's mother (née Holland) died when the daughter
was only thirteen months old; an age too young for her to be
under the care of such a foung man as Stevenson, who soon got
married a second time o a woman in whose company Elizabaﬁh
felt unhappy. S50 Chelsea was no mors than her birthpla?e.
She was entrusted to her aunt, Mrs. Hannah Holland Lumb, st
Knutsford in Chéshire; & small town in the south of England.
Her upbringing in a semi~rural environment was another important
source of ingpiration for her work. She was very happy in her
new, or we should say, her real home, where everybody was kind
to her. Her happy home-~life with her sunt and the bitter memo-
ries of Chelsea, where her father and step-mother lived, enabled
her to understand human nature thoroughly and to be able to
sympathize with both sides; the happy, tender-hearted people
whose lives were eagy and those poor, suffering wretched souls
who tﬁiled long hours in factories and so on., 8o there is no
doubt why she endeared herself to everyone who cams near her.
She could be friends with the mast reserved or the most shy person
in the world, Charlotte Brcnte, after their first meeting,
described her in a letter dated August Eétb 1850 to Ellen Nussey :
" A woman of the mogt genuine talent ; of

cheerful, pleasing, and cordial manners, and, I be-
lieve, of a kind and good heart, "l

.

Knutsfcrd where Ellzabeth's childhood wags spenty 15 the
original of the town of Cranford 1n the book of that name, of

Hollingford in Wives and Daughters; and of many other towns in

her other novels. She lived there until 1825, During her time
at Knutsford she used to accompany her unele, Dr, Peter Holland

ot his rounds
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and later c¢reated in his memory the pattern of the old-fashioned

country doetor which was also very useful to her writings. |
Her first schooling began when she was fifteen years old.
Jhe spent two years at the Avonbank School at Stratfﬂrd;on;ﬁvun
where she was taught Itallan, French; drawlng, music and deport.
ment; the standards of whieh must have been exalted, if the

etiquette of the young lady in My Lady Ludlow is representative,

The Misses Byerley were her teachers. Though she stayed there
only for a short time; the ingtruction she received there had a
considerable effect on herself for she grew up to be a lady of
refined manners and remained so¢ to the end of her life.
Elizabeth was called to London immediately after she had
returned to Knutsford in 1827; because her brother, John
Stevenson, had vanished on a sea voyage; she went to live again
with her father in the Beaufort Street household which became
deeply impressed on her memory owlng to the loss of her brother,
Later; in her writings she often created characters who, for
different causea; sooneyr or later disappear; leaving their

loved ocnes unhappy., For gxample, Peter in Cranford, Will Wilson

in Mary Barton and Rogsr Hamley in Wives and Daughters, She
did not 1live with her father for mare than two years, for then
he died and there was no reason why she should go on staying in
the same house with her step-mother; who did not love her or make
her feel at case. h

In 1827 Elizabeth moved to Newcastle gn Tyne with William
Turner whose young daughter; Ann; her cousin; needed her )
companicnship. She observed the situation of her new surrowndings
and of the character of Mr.-Turner; whose profound charity and
faith were later embodled in her novelg, & cholera epidemicn _
broke out apd Elizabeth and Ann were packed off to Edinburgh for
some months, after which the former came down to Manchester on a
vlsit to Ann's elder sister., There she met William Gaskell, an
assistant minister of the Cross Street Unitarian Chapel, He was

a serious young man with a promiging future, It was not sur-

pPrising that they fell in love, for both of them were good -
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looking and distinguighed. Mnrenvar; he was intelleetual and
she, besides being extremely entertaining; was equally talented.
The two married in 1832 when Mr. Gaskell was twenty.seven years
old and Ellzabeth, twenty-two, They were; ag everyone would
agree, a very suitable palr — though Mrs, Lumb wrote to her
niece after hearing of hls proposal

" How could the man ewver

take a fancy to such a

1ittle giddy, thoughtless thing

ag you? "l

Their married life was passed in Manchester, which even

then was a big industrial town, There was nothing dramatic
about it. She spent most of her time in demestic affairs and
ghe had a calm life with her husband who often remained shut up
in his study for hours at s time and did not bother her much,
She was a good mother, a dutiful wife and a sympathetic friend;
therefore she was naturally constantly involved in soelal activi-
tles, While still at Knutsford, she had given lessons in
Sunday School, done charitable errands and called on the poar -
the usual activitles of young women of respectable upbringing at}
that time., Being the wife of a minister in the industrial north,
Mrs, Gaskell met with conditions of peoverty much more terrib?e
and completely different from what she had seen in Knutsford,
where there were tender, kind people who mostly led comfortable
lives harmonizing with the soft climate. In Manchester, on the
contrary, the working neople suffered tragically, Mrs., Gaskell's
nature was sympathetie, so she felt sorry for the victima of
financial self-seeking, though at first she could not help them
as much as she wished, because she was not yet accustomed to
such harsh circumstances, Hnwever; she did not try to escape
from reality — she learned little by 1ittle the reality of the
evils of'that industrialiged district. The more observatio'ns
she made, the more she sought an outlet for her nnmpassion;l'.
She did not begin to write until 1837; but before that time~hef

ideas had already been formed, She had in mind both the problem
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of the injustices done to the working ¢lass in Manchester and
the nostalgia she felt for the peacéful rural 1life she had en;
joyed with her aunt at Knuteford, She understocd the
differences between the two situations and she wished to share
her former experlence of the calm happiness of country life with
her generation.

The Unitarians were considered far away superlor to any
other group of people 1n Manchester in intellect and ?Efing-
ment of manners. As the daughter and wife of Unitarians, Mrs._
Gaskell somehow unconsclously received some of their qualities;
In Manchester, she had already made friends with some i?tellec-
tual society people — for example Hitﬁ the Winkworths, the. .
memeirs of one of whom have given us much eof interest about Mrs.
Gaskell, including the passages already quoted is this chapteri

Though it is obviocus that Mrs. Gaskell must have had the ,
abllity and materials Lo write long before she actually began,
she did not gvote all her time to writing, Hor habies bega? to
make their appearances from the year followlng her marriags,
which made it difficult for such a good mother and dutiful wife
ag8 herself to spare the time for other work outsidé househeld
affairs. ©She loved the chlildren dearly and took care of them
willingly; so, for a long time, she was not very serious about

her literary work. First of all, she trlied to contribute only

articles to Blackwood's as a collaborater with her hugband, In

1837, she wrote Sketches fimong the Poor (no,l) which later was

de#elnped into Mary Eértcn. Unlike other faﬁous writers who

have to igolate themselves Iin order to concentrate on their werk,
Mrs. Gaskell could work even when she was surrcunded hy'her play .
ful children. This was rather surprising to Charlotte, who onen
indicated her disapproval of subordinating art to social and

domesatic life in a letter to Mrs, Gaskell*

" A thought strikes me., Do you, who have so many
friends, so large a cirele of acquaintance — find 1t
eagy, when you sit down to write, to isvlate yourself
from those ties, and their sweet' associations, so as
to be your "own woman", uninfluenced or swayed by the
consciousness of how your work may affect other minds$;



.- 6
what blame or what sympathy it may eall forth? Does

no luminous cloud ever come between you and the severe

Truth, as you know it in your own secret and clearm

seelng soul? 1In a word, are you never tempted to make

your characters more amiable than the 1life, by the

inclination to assimilate your thoughts to the thoughts_“

of those who always "feel? kindly, but sometimes fail

to "see? justly? nl

In 1844, Mrs, Gaskell became really serious on her writing
—= this change occurred when her only son died while she and her
hugband were visiting North Wales. Being a loving mother and
@speclally fond of this partieular c¢hild, Mrs, Gaskell was hard-
ly expected to survive the shock, She was seriously ill for

weeks and, after that, her husband suggested a work of fiction

in order to distract her from this deep sorrow, His adviee-

caused a change in her whols future. Hence Mary Barton, a tale
of Manchester 1ife, was begun.

The appearance of Mary Barton caused some controversy.

The story was criticized as being unfair to the mill-owners in
than/#;de the workmen even poorer than they really were in real
11fe end the rich too heartless towards their distress; but Mrs,
Gaskell has been recognized since then as having reported the
conditions of that period agccurately,

She had, as we have seen, already begun to contribute to

magazines before Mary Barton was published, Thres short stories

appeared in the pages of Howitg's Journal, namely: Libbie Marshl!s

Three Fras and The Sextopts Herc in 1847, and Christmas Storms

and 3unshine in 1848, The first resembles Mary Barton in some

respects, It describes Manchester operatives and the industrial
~ scene, The seoond concerns heroism and sacrifice based on episodes
lpicked up from stories of her acquaintances, The last is much
?lighter and full of delightful humour like that which was. later
te appear in Cranford and Wives and Daughters,

She was now definitely committed to literature as a

profession, The followlng shows her close relationship with

1l Mrs. Gaskell by Yvonne Ffrench



important literary figures of her day.

" In May, 1948, she went to London and received a
cordlal welcome, At the home of Samuel Rogers,
where she breakfasted, on May ?th, she met Mrs.
Dickens. Of the party alsc was John Forster, who
had recommended to Chapman and Hall the acceptance
of her novel, 0On May 12 she was at the dinner which
Dickens gave to celebrate the publication of David
Copperfisld, and there met among others the Carlyles,
Thackeray, and Douglas Jerrold. Shortly afterwards
she wag received by Carlyle in his home at Chelsea,
and by John Forster in his chambers at the Middle
Temple. At Monckton Milnes's, the same year, she
met Guizot, Maurice and Archdeacon Hare; and during
the summer vacation, which she spent at Skelwith,
near Ambleside, she met Wordsworth, These literary
acquaintance sixlps brought her admission into the
best literary circles of England and established her
among her own kind as one of the recognized writers
of the age, nl

In the latter part of 18h7; the Gaskellsmoved from Upper
Ramford Street to No. 42 (now 84} Plymouth Grove where her des-
cendants continued to live until 1913. The house was frequently
used to entertain many distinguished people; ameng wheom were
Dickens, Charlotte Brontg; Ruskin, Lord Houghton and the Garlyles;
etc.

In 1850; Mrs. Gaskell was invited to contribute some |
works to Household yg;gi; the magazine “elonging to Dickens.,
Many of Mrs. Gaskell's short stories and serials appeared in
it. In August of the same year, there was a meeting between
herself and Charlotte Bronte at the home of Sir James and Lady
/K#p~Shuttleworth at Briery Close. The two women were almost
immediately attracted to each other., Charlotte was "truly glad

of her companionship,*

1 Elizabeth Gagkell by Gerald De Witt Sanders
2 A letter from Charlotte Bronté to Ellen Nuggey, dated Aug,
26, 1850 quoted in Elizabeth Gaskell by Gerald De Witt

Sanders .
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hs a result of th@ meeting, Charlotte and Mrs. Gaskell
became warm friends and, because of this friendship; it was Mrg.
Gaskell whom Mr._Brﬂntg chose to write the life of his daughter;
which was begun soon after Charlotte's death.
In 1851, the sketches in Cranford began to appear in

Household Words, and later this series was collected to form the

book which has become the most widely read of Mrs, Gaskellts
works, although most of the sketches are deficient in plot and
story. OShe used to write under strange conditions for a serious

wrliter, as the following quotation shows:

t She always wrote at the dining.room table at
Plymouth Grove, after breakfast was cleared away and
while daughters skipped in and out of the room,
talking, planning, discussing arrangements all
together, Instructions were required by maids about
meals, by the gardener about fruit, a dressmaker
wished to fit a skirt or Meta (her daughter) needed
advice about a sgketch., Bonnets had to be trimmed,
and headaches had a tiresome persistence throughout,
which was perhaps not surprlsing. Privacy at all
events was undreamed of. ":

In that same year, Charlotte visited Mrs. Gaskell and her famil-
in Manchester for two days om her way to London, Charlotte

described her visit to Mr. Smith in a letter written in 1851 :

" She {Mrs. Gaskell) lives in a large, cheerful
airy house, quite,out of Manchester smoke; a garden
surrounds it, and, as in this hot weather the windows.
were Kept open, a whispering of leaves and perfume
of flowers always pervaded the rooms. Mrs. Gaskell
herself is a woman of whose conversation and company .
I should not soon tire. She seems to me kind, clever,
animated, and uneffected; her husband 1s a good an”
kind man too, "2

In 1853 Mrs. CGaskell published Cranford and Ruth, and she paid a
late September vigit to Charlotie at Haworth. Such exchange

viglts between the two writers brought them closer to each other.

1l from Mrs. Gaskell by Yvonne Fifrench
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They talked over events of their childhood, espeeially of
Charlotte's. The latter relsted a great deal about all the

“ L] n
Bronte sisters. 5he spoke of Mariats death which was like that
of Helen Burns) of the character of Emily, which she had
represented in Shirley, and s¢ on,Mrs. Gaskell described that
vislt as follows ;

" We wore 50 happy together; we were full of
interest in each other's subjects. The day seomed
only too short for what we had to say and to hear,

I understcod her 11ife the better for seeing the

place where it had been spent —— where she had
loved and suffered, "

In 1855, North and South was published. Mrs. Gaskell's

name did not appear on the title page, but the writer was

4

ldentified as " The Author of Mary Barton, Ruth, Cranford, ete.
This novel, which deals with the events of a period subsaquent

to that of Mary Barton, was written in 1854, During Mrs. Caskell'-

visit to the home of Florence Nightingale's family at Lea Hurst,
Fhe peaceful and spiritual atmosphere of the house enabled Mrs,
Gaskell to consider clearly and decide about the sggeial problems
involved in her fortheoming book. The novel appeared serially
in Housshold Words during the winter of 1854.

The friendship between Mrs, Gaskell and Charlotte Erew
warmer through their exchange of correspondsnces Their lastl
meeting was when Charlotte went to Leeds to buy her trouseau,
durlng which time she spent three days at Plymouth Grove in }35&.
Mrs. Gaskell was one of the few to be invited to the wedding,
though she did not attend it. Nine months later Charlotte wags
dead! And in 1855 -~ thét Same year; Mrs. Gaskell was requests?
by Mr, Bronte to write the Biography of Charlotte, After that

the materials for The Life of Charlotte Bronte were collected

and prepared. The book was finally published in 1857 after two
Years spent in looking for the material and doing the actual

writing, It grew to be highly appreciated from a literary polnt

1l The Life of Charlotte Brontg by Mrs., Gaskell
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of view and was especially important because it cleared up some
misunderstandings about Charlotts on the part of her contempnra;
ries. Charles Kingsley wrotes a letter to Mrs. Gaskell, congra;

tulating her on the success of this book :

" Let me rensw our long interrupted
acquaintance by complimenting you on poor Miss
Charlotte's Life, You have had a delicate and a
great work to do, and you have dons it
admirably. Be sure that the book will do good. It
will shame literary people into some stronger belief
that a2 wimple,virtuous, practical home life 1s
congigtent ,with high imaginative geniug, and it will
shame, too, the prudery of a not over cleanly, though
carefully whitewashed age, into believing that
Purity is now {as in all ages till now} quite coma
patible with the knowledge of evil. I confess that
the book has made me ashamed of myself. Jane Eyre
I hardly looked into, wery seldom reading a bock of
fietion — yours, indeed, and Thackeray's are the
only ones I care to open, Shirley disgusted me at
the opening ¢ and I gave up the writer and her books
with a notion that she was a person who liked
coarsenesss How T misjudged her] and how thankful
I am that T never put a word of my misconceptions
into print, or recorded my misjudgements of one who
is a whole heaven above me. )

Well have you done your work, and given ug
the picture of a valiant woman made perfect by
sufferings. I shall now read carsfully and lovingly
every word she has written -—reacecemne==- ﬂl

This book was published while Mrs. Gagkell was on the
Continent with her two elder daughters and Catherine Winkworth,
Flrst, they went to Italy and stayed at the home of William
Wetmore Jtory in Rome and, after that; they viaitethhe Brownings
in Florence. . Mrs, Gaskell met Madame Mohl in Paris, and Charles -
Norton in Italy, The latter accompanied her party when they
left Rome and he was frequently with them on their sighp;seeing
trips.

Upon her return to England, she produced several stories,
one of which was My Lady Ludlow which First appeared in Household

Words, It contalng two or three excellent characters. Lady

T Lifo of Charles Kingsle uoted in .
ET22abELh GAskall E?'G%faid De Witt Sandegrs
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Ludlow is a fine old aristocrat who believes in upholding all

the traditions and who 1s absolutely dominesring.

This book is cne of Mrs. Gaskell's more well;known works.
Between 1858-1864, Mrs. Gaskell wrote a great number of

short stories and also travelled a great deal, She went to

Whitly on the coast of Yorkshife to gather material for Sllvla!a

Lovers, 1In 1863,she toured France and met Swinburne in Rome,

In 1864, Cousin Phillis and Silvia's Lovers were published, Iirs.

Gaskell also planned a new novel for The Cornhill at the invitaw

tion of George Smith., The result was Wives and Daughters, the

first part of which was soon ready for publication,

By November of 1865, Wives and Daughters was near its end.

Mrs. Gaskell was writing the final installment in Dieppe.

x

Before 1t was completed, she went to the Lawn, at Holy-bourne,

the heme she had bought the previous summer as a Christmas sur-

4

prise for her husband, She was accompanied there by her three
younger daughters and Mr: Gromptcn; her scn;in-law. On Hovemper,
121?‘a11 of them were sitting together having tea. While Mrs.
Gagkell was discussing Future plans with all the reat, she {
suddenly stopped talking; her head fell forward; and in a moment,
she was dead § The cause of death was diagnosad as heart

disease. She was buried on November l&th at Knutsford, in the

yard of the Unitarian Church, In 1866, Wives and Daughters,

though not quite finished, was putlish#dpcsthumously.

"
Charlotte Bronte

It i impossible to write about Charlotte Eronta without
a brief descrlptioqfﬁgwnrth the isolated Yorkshlra village
where Charlotte lived with her parents, brother, and sistersand
remained during almost the whole of her life from the age of
four onwards. The scensry and isolation exercised a profound
influence in moulding the genius of Charlotteé and that of all
the Bronte children. Haworth parsonege 43 described as follows.

" They {the Brnntgs} passed the church, and

following the "1ittle and the lone green lane,"
came in sight of their new abode =— a narrow,
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grey, oblong house, built of stone. It was

pierced with Five windows on the upper storey,

placed at sympetrical intervals. Below were four
other windows, two on either side of the front

door, Before it was a rlot of land, called by
courtesy a garden, with a low stone wall running
round it divided in the lower portion by a door

that was always kept locked and was only opened

for the transmission of a coffin, The house stood

at rlght aﬁglas to the road, facing the great to.
wer of St, Michael's Church, and the slopes arcund,
and gbout 1t were filled with tombstoneg = black,
groy, or white according to thelr age — that looked
almost like discoloured foam upon the heathery turf

The village was thinly populated, The parsonage in which .
the Erontgs lived was bullt of millstone grit, grey, two-storeyed,
heavily roofed with flags inerder to resist the winds which
might have stripped off a lighter covering.

Brought up in such surroundings and having few contacts
with human beings outside their owm family, the Bronte children-
grew up in isolation. However; life at the parsonage was not
really unhappy becaume the Tamily was at first a large one,
consisting of gix children, besides the parents and the servant§.
The father and mother did not give them enggh loving attention,‘
care and sympathy; for the first did not naturally love ch%ldren,
while the latter's health declined after the birth of Anne, the
youngest of Charlotte's sieters. The children, therefore, had
to take care of themselves and of their younger gisters. They
were all intelligent and loved each other as much as brothers
and sisters can posalﬁly lows.

Charlotte Bronte was born on the 215F of April 1816, the
eldeat daughter of Patriek Erantg, an Irish rector who hafl raised
himsslf from obscurlty to enter Cambridge and take Holy Orders.
It is interesting to learn about him from studying Charlottels
life because, of all his six children; she alone remained with

him until near the end of his 1life. He was rather domineering

1 Haworth Parscnage by Isabel C. Clarke
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and somewhat eccentric. According to Mrs, Gaskell =

" His opinions might be often both wild and

erroneoyus, his princlples of action eceentric and
strange, his view of life partial, and almost
misanthropical; but not one opinion that he held
could be stirred or modified by any worldly motive;
he acted up to his principles of action; and if any
touch of mjsanthropy mingled with his view of mankind
in general, his conduet to the individuals who came
in personal contact with him did not agree with such
a views It is true that he had strong and vehemept
prejudices; and was obstinate in maintaining them,
and that he was not dramatic enough in his percep-
tions to see how migerable others might be in a life
that' to him was all-sufficient... nl

Charlottets mothar; born Maria Branwell, was a devoted
and fervently pious Methodist with a mind of sense and tast?.
She died in 1821 after giving birth to six children : Maria,
Elizabeth; Charln;tq;Patrick Branwell, Emily Jane and Anne,
regpectively, Mr, Ernntg did not remarry; though he intendes
to mawyy Mary Burd?n or Ellzabeth Firth both of whom he had '
known years before, but the two women rejecﬁed hig proposalg;

It seemed that fate preferred him to be lonely all his life.
Although he had many children; they usually shared their thoughts
and feelings among themselves rather than come to their father
who loved to keep himself alone in his room, because he felt
their appearance to be a tiresome interruption to hia comfort.,

All of them moved to Haworth parsonage in 1820, They had
an aunt, Miss Branwell, to take care of and educate the children,
Charlotte and the rest were extraordinayily intelligent, They
did not want any society but their own, in which they created
thelr dream worlds to satisfy thelr loneliness, GCharlottefs (-~

father gave this picture of them in his letter to Mrs. Gaskell

1 The Life of Charlotte Bromte by Mrs. Gaskell
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" As goon as they could read and write,
Charlotte and her brother and sisters used to
invent and act little plays of their own, in )
which the Duke of Wellington, my daughter's hero,
wag sure Lo come off conqueror, + « « « « ¢ o

And Mrs. Caskell also relates ¢

" They (the Erontga} took a vivid interest in
the public characters, and the local and foreign
ag well as home politiecs discussed in the newspaper,
Long before Marla Bronte died, at the age of eleven,
her father used to say he could converse with her
on any of the leading topics of the day with as much
freedom and pleasure as with any grown.up person, "2

These descriptions show quite we%l the Brontes' precocity,
They first went to Cowen Bridge School, but before this they had
already learnt how to read and write at home and they h?d read
a great deal of books from the local library, Branwell, being
the only boy, and the pride and hope of the family, was left;to
be educated at home by his father; and Anne, belng too young,
did not go to school 1like the other girls. Cowan Bridge was
impressed painfully upon their hearta becauss Maria and Elizabeth
died there owing to malnutrition and the insanitary conditions.
The gvents at anuod; the orphan asylum in Jane Eyre, were based
upon Charlotte's experience of the cold, hungry, comfortless
place where she used to be at the age of sight, |

Charlotte and Emily returned to Haworth in 1825 after
studying at Cowan Bridge for nine months. For a time the fou?
- remaining children stayed together at home. During that time,
they shared their dreams together and wrote about their imag?na;
tive worlds Their writings included plays such as Islanders,
Young Men, and Qur Fellows. Since Charlotte and Branwell were
older than the other two, they were the prime movers of the plays

and inspired the adventures described in them. These plays had

1 The Erontg Story by Margaret Lane

2 Life of Gharlottg Erontg by Mrs. Geskell
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thely origins from the books they had read, from their toy wooden
soldiers and sometimes from thelr imaginations. Charlotte wrote
her early works in tlny-sized volumes : her laborious eye~des—
troying script many have been due to her desire to make it pro-~
portiocnate to the wooden soldiers, or else it was because she
wanted to economim® paper. The works were kept secret for more

than a century, - As Charlotte had observed : -

" Best plays mean SECRET plays, they are very 1
0

nice ones.. All ocur plays are very strange oness

_
What was extraordinary about the Brortes! games was that
they produced an extensive and precocious literature, and, as
the children grew up, they provided a fantasy world which for
all of them, at various times, became a substitute for life.

They enjoyed creating their own world until Charlotte was
sent to Miss Wooler?s school at Roe Head in 1831, alone. This
new school had a comfortable family atmosphere and Charlotte was
less homesick than before., She had a resp-ectable teacher of some
education and refined manners and alsc two close friends to whom
she could confide anything. The number of pupils was not more
than ten girls; thls made individual interest and training possi-
ble. But, unfortunately, Charlotte was by nature very shy — too
shy to be happy among people, She was trained to be a governess,
a profession she would never be able to pursue successfully owing
to her character and health, but which she could not avoid,
Charlotte as a school-girl was thus described by Mary Taylor and

l n Nu e : L PR TR |

Bilen Nussey LaRig
N We thought her very ignorant For she had

never learnt grammar at all, and very little
geography., She would confound us by knowing.
things thal were out of our range altogether.
She was acquainted with most of the short pieces
of poetry that we had to learn by heart; would tell
us the author, the poem they were taken from, and

sometimes repeat a page or two, and tell us the
plﬂt senvssssvnnassse aome of us once U.I"ged her

1 Emily Bronté by Muriel Spark and Derek Stanford
L 15370718



16

to be on our side in,a game at ball, She said
she had never played, and could not Play wermew
She always showed physical fesbleness in every-
thing aeecccmacamewn She made poetry and drawing
at least exceedingly interesting to me

wew—= He used to be furious politiclans —eemm-e-
She said she had taken interest in politics ever
since she was five years old, GShe did not get

her ¢pinions from her father — URat is, not dlrec%y
—— but from the papers and so on, he preferred,m

In 1835 she became a governess at Roe Head, with Emily who
stayed there with her for only three months because she could

not bear belng homesicks Emily, who loved the moors more thgn}
anything else, had ?c return to Haworth; for as Charlotte said,
she would have died, had she gone on staying away from home —
Anne, the youngest, tock Emily's place at{Roe Head.,

During the six- years from 1835-1841, the Bronte girlg -
had to fight against their own natures. The three sigters
earned their living in the outer world by being governesses and
teachers, which was contrary to the solitary and unartificial
mode of life they loved, Gharlatte; however; could endure the
new life of disciplined routine better than the ethers, because
.She was always consciocus of her respongibility, She realized
the strength of her obsession and its dangers and tried not to
yield to her desire of being always at her own home with her
beloved brother and sisters, This is also seen in their writings
— Emily's one point of superlority was her full surrender te
the creative spirlt which Charlotte fought with all the strength
of her mind,

In 1842, Charlotte and Emily went to Brussela}to study
French 1n a school conducted by M, and Madame Héger, because
Charlotte had decided to start a school after some six months of
training on the Continent., 1In Brussels;charlatte enjoyed being
a student under the care of M, Héger who could provide her with

intellectual satisfaction and who was very kind to her,

B
1 The Bronte Story by Margaret Lane
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From her letters to M, Héger, written after she had been
forced to return to Haworth on account of her father's ill
health, it is evident that she had fallen in love with her
Belgian professor. BShe suffered cruelly from being so far away
from him and, worst of all, from his silence. Charlotte knew
that she should not be in love with a married man and she tried
hard to conquer her irresistible passion. 4 letter to M, Héger
a4 year later proves that her condition was still as bad as
before 1

I tell you frankly that I have tried mean-
while to forget you —me-—ea-a I have done every-
thing; 1 have sought occupations; I have denied
myself absclutely the pleasure of speaking about
you —— event to Emily; but I have been able to |
conquer neither my regret nor my impatience ———==,
Why cannot I have just as much friendship for you,
as you for mg — neither more nor less ? Then
shonld I be so tranquil, so free — I could Keep.
silence then for ten ysars without an effort —w—-
To write to an old pupil cannot be a very interest-
ing occupation for you, I know, but for me it is
life. Your last letter was stay and prop to me
— nourishment to me for half a year. WNow I need
ancther and you will give it me; not because you
bear me friendship — you cannot have much -— but
because you are compagsionate of acul and you would
condemn no one prolonged suffering to gave yourself
a few moments'! trouble. To forbid me to write to
you, to refuse to answer me, would be to tear from
me my only joy on earth, to deprive me of my last
priviléaﬁe ——mmw-= 530 long ag I believe you are
pleased with me, so long as I have hope of receivine
news from you, I can be at rest and not too sad, 'l
SRR — and so on,

Her miseries were growing at home and adding to the SOTTOoW
cf this disappointment in love., Mr. Brontg's sight was falling
more rapidly, Branwe}l, the promising young man who was the
darling of the family, fell in love with Mrs. Robinson, a woman
twenty years clder than himaelf; and Mr. Robinson, his employer,
dismissed him. He began giving hfgpelf up to brandy and opium.

and declined all work, Hlg odd behavior grieved all
T~ The Bronte Story by Margaret Lane
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the three sisters. Moreover, the se¢hool which Charlotte
Intended to start did not go on sucgessfully -~ not a single_
pupil offered herself, because of Haworth's remote situation,

As a cAtr€ for grief Charlotte set herself to write poems, -

Moreover Emily and Anne tried to write too. In 1846, a volume

called Foems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell, was published.

They used men's names to avoid the mid-Victorian prejudice

against "Female" writers. Emily's poetry is by far the best.
Charlotte took her father to have a cataract operation

in Manchester, where she began to write Jane Eyre withou? letting

him kmows Though Jans_Eyre was her first published work, she

had written another before it was begun., This was The Professor

which had baen offered to publighers and refused six times§
finally it appeared in 1857, after her death.

Jane Eyre was published in October lS&?; and achiev?d
a great and immediate success —— such people as Leigh Hunt,
George: Henry Lewes and, abnve.all, Thackeray (who was greatly
admired by Eharl?ttel praiged it as the best novel of the season
At the same time, Emily and Anne produced Wuthering Helghts and

Agnes Grey, but these two books were not so popular at the time

as Jane Byre, However — Wuthering Heights is now considered
the most original among the bocks of her time, and it is so full
of poetic expression that many crities regard lts writer as far
greater than Charlotte and Anne,

The names Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell at once became
known in the English literary world, but to whpm they belonged
was still a mystery. Some people thought the three names be;
longed to one person, but whether to a man or a woman they did
not know, Jane Eyre was causing excitement in Londoy.
Thackeray, one of those who enjoyed reading thig bock, was sure

that Currer Pell was not a man

" Who the author can be I can't guess, If a
woman, she knows her language better than most
ladies do, or has had a Mclassical education®

. . _y ol
memmmmmsneeenene 1t 15 a woman's writing, but whose 7

i
1 The Bronte Story by Margaret Lane




19
The 31sters continued to protect their incognlto until
July 1848 when the American publishers of Jane EITE: who -
had signed a contact for Currer Bell's next novel, found another

publisher selling the works of Ellis and Acton Bell both of whom

they took to be the same person as Currer. 8o Smith and Elder
wrote to Haworth for an explahation. Thereupon the three sisters
agreed to make themselves known to Charlotte's publisher to-
confute the accusation. They resoclved that Charlotte and Anne
should go to London that very day., Later, Charlotte wrote a
letter to Mary Taylor, who had been taken inbto her corfidence
concerning the identity of the Bells, about the events of that

day in Londcn,

" At last we Wwere shown up to Mre Spith wcee-
I then put his own lettér into hig hand, directed
to Currer Bell, He iooked at it and then at me
again, ' Where did you get this ? ' he said,
I laughed at his perplexitv., a recognition toock
Place. I gave my real name : Miss Brantg. We
were Iin afamall room, celled with a great sky-
light, and there explanations were rapidly gone
into, Mr. Newby, being anzthematised, I fear,
with undue vehemence. Mr, Smith hurried out and
returned quickly with one whom he introduced ag
Mr., Williams, a pale, mild, stooping man of ,fifty
=~e-=wmmme=es Another recognition and a long,
nervous shaking of hands. Then followed talk -
talk - talk,ul

The sisters spent/%ew days of excitement in London. They
vigited the Royal Academy and the National Gallery, went to the
Opera, dined with Mr. Smith, had tea with Mr, Williams and so
on. Thls for them was an important, although exhausting
experience and, at the same time, there was much pleasure in
that visit to London, Having contact with literary society and
beginning to enjoy‘the taste of fame were the fulfilment of
Charlotte's dreams, but she was doomed to be disappointed.in

other ways all through her tragic life because of the force of

L
1 The Bronte Story by Margaret lane,
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c¢ircumstances.. The hopeless Branwell's health declined more and
more and he died in September, 1848, after a brief and painful
struggle. This incident brought anguish to all the Brontgs, for
they still remembered that he had once been very dear to them.
His funeral took place on September thp 1848, the very last day '
for Emily to be outdoors, for ghe caught cold and began to lose
her appetite., This time Charlotte and Anne grew doubly worrled,
for Emily refusod to take medicine, She died in the following
month of that same year. The parsonage was now very sad and
quiet indeeag,

" Some sad comfort I take, " wrote Charlotte
on Christmas Day, M™As I hear the wind blow and feel
the cutting keenness of the frost, in knowing that
the elements bring her no more suffering —— their
severity cannot reach her grave ~—=— her fever is

quieted, her restlessness soothed, her deep,
holliow cough is hushad forever, "

The?e was no regpite from the grief of loss ?or poor

Charlotte, for the same fate shortly overtook Anne, who (like
50 many members of that family) seems to have suffered from acute
tuberculosis. It w§s decided that Anne should g0 to a warmer
place than the cold, unhealthy Haworth, inne herself had a
deslre to go to Scarborough ~— it was 2 dying wish which Clerlotte
felt.-unwilling to refuse., So leaving Mr, Brontg with two ser;
vants at the parsonage, the two sisters, accompanied by Ellen
Fussey, went off, .Four days after they left home, Anne died and
was buried at Scarborough apart from the other Brontga; for
Charlotte wished "to save Papa the anguish of the return and a
third funeral, "2

Now Charlotte was left alone in awful solitude; day by
day, she had no one to speak to who understood her., Success
could no longer give her the pleasure shg had dreamt of —— it

could only nourish her desire to survive,

1 The Bronte Story by Margaret Lane
2 The Erontg Story by Margaret Lane
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4

Charlotte took more interest in her writing — Shirlez,
which had been begun while Emily and fnne were alive, was now
finlshed and was published in 1849, It was wallereceived and
increased the reputatlon of its author, Mra. Gaskell, Harriet
Matineau and even Thackeray wishad to meot her, so Charlotte,
although lonely at home, could find some Pleasure in assogiating -
with those people, She wngs finally able to throw off her reserve,
though at first she felt rather unhappy to bs among famous
literary men whom she thought wers far more intelligent than
herself; for in her own estimation, she was "fearfully stupid!
Charlotte spent some time in London and had personal contact
with the Smiths, Rogers, Richmond, and other critics, including
Sir James Fay~Shuttleworth who invited her to Briery close
where she met Mrs, Gaskell. §he returned to Haworth with
pleasant memoriag, but the noiseless 1life bacame more oppressive
to her than ever., When spring appeared and the moors invited
her as they had done in the past, she found the solitude into-
lerable :

" -—=ww everything veminds me of the time when
others were with me; and then the moors seem a _
wilderness, featureless, solitary, saddening, My
sister Emily had a particular love for them, and
there is not a knoll of heather, not a branch of
fern, not a young bilberry leaf, not a fluttering
lark or linnet, but reminds me of her, The

distant prospacts were Annets delight, and when I
look round she 1s in the blue tints, the pale mists,
the waves and shadows, of the horizon. In the hill -
country their poetry comes by lines and stanzas

into my mind: once I loved 1t} now I dare not read
. 1
it, n

1 The Life of Charlotte Brontg ‘by Hrs. Gaskell
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Her unhappiness was deepened when Shirley was castigated
by The Times as Yat once the most high flown and stalest of

fictions." and by an article in the Edinburgh Review headed

¥Mental Equality of the Sexes ? —— Female Literature,"
stressing the authorts sex in almost every line, :

Charlottels lonely life was interrupted by two proposals,
which she could not accept; however hard she tried to consider
all the advantages of marriage me $seulity. oapape from solitude
and 50 on. One was from Mr, Taylor; a partner in the firm of
Smith Elder, with whom Charlotte thought she could not have
been happy; for, " He is second-pata ------; |

Mere T to marry_him; my heart would bleed in pain
and humiliztion —we-- 1

The other was from George Smith; who was an agreeable young man
about six or seven years younger than Charlotte. They wnu%d
have married " gere there no vast barrier of age, fortunes,
etCe o4 "2
Her father's curate, Arthur Bell Nicholls asked Charlotte tcfhe
his wife in 1852 —~ he won her hand by loving her as a WOman
ot as Currer Bell whom Smith and Taylor cared for as a writer.
They were married on the EQtE of June 1854 at Haworth, She Xnew
more after her marriage about 1ife; discovering "that it was a

strange and perilous thing for a woman to bacome a wife,™

" Providence ¢offers me this degstiny. Doubtless then it is the )
best for me ", she wrote to Ellen, "3 Mr, Nicholls proved to be funr.

authoritative and possessive; he even censored Charloettets
letters to her close friends. She seemed, howaver, pleased with
her married life; but "Providence" again did not allow her much

more than nine months of happiness, for she caught cold after

1 A letter to Ellen Nussey written in 1851 quotad in
The Bronte Story by Margaret Lane
2 Ibid

3 The Brontgs vy Phyllis Bentley
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walking to look at a watarfall with her hushand and returning
under a rainy sky. Her conditicn of early pregnancy weakened
her, in addition to the long spell of cold. She died on jléf
March 1855, whispeping these last wurds}:

" Chl T am not golng to dle, am I ? He will not

separate us, we have been so happy. "1

A Gomparison of the two Lives

From thelr early childhood; both Ellzabeth Gaskell and
Charlotte Brontg were motherless. Mrs. Stevenson, glizabethta
mother died when her baby was not even one year 0ld, and Mrs.
Brﬁntg died when Charlotte was only thres. They might have
become more alike if their backgrounds and surroundings had
not been so differenti Each of them wag taken care/gg an aunt:
Elizabeth Gaskell was put in charge of Mrs. Lumb, a kind, tender
and loving woman who mothered the young orphan so carefully that
she never felt as l?nely as other children in the same conditlion;
while Miss Branwell, a sister of Charlotte'a mother who came to
take charge of the little Brontés, was aloof, fault-fipding
and tyranical. However, she was a4 genblewoman who brought up
her nieces to be admirable housewives with a strong sense of
duty. She was not a mother or at all like a mother towards
Charlotte and her sisters, Charlotte lacked what avery :yild
profoundly needs — motherly affeation. As a consequence, she
suffared from awful loneliness from early childhood, This was
the first great difference between the lives of the two womarn
novelists,

Knutsford in Cheshire, where Elizabeth went to live with

her aunt, was situated in a charming, soft countrysidse very

1 The Life of Charlotbe Bronta by Mrs. Gaskell.
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unlike the rainy; 5nowy; cold; grey, and windswept Haworth
(Yorkshire} whare Charlotte lived nearly éli'har life. The
contrasting atmospherss of Knutsford and Haﬁﬁrﬁh widaned the
gap batween the two women's characters and influenced'their |
works, Mrs., Gaskell grew up to be friendly, cherming, peace -
loving and every inch a typical Vietorian lady, She has given o
us a delicate picture of the soelety of a small provincial town
in Cranford; which 1s not S0 much a novel as a description,
thinly disguisad in flction, of actual conditions in a sleepy
country town of that perfod, This book proves 1ts wTiteruto have
been a tender and gentle humorist., Her other novels, which dsal
with socfal problems and are based on har close obser?ati?n of
the realities she encountered in Manchester and elsewhere, show
her aympathetic kindness and her attempt to bring about cooperﬁa
tion betwesn manufac?urers and opera?ives.

As her friends; the Winkworths, have told us :

" Her books, indesd, were only

written when 211 possibls domestia
and sooaial claims had been satigfied, " 1

4 o,

Charlotte, on the other hand, was wild, passionate,
imaginative and did not display sympathy so readily. She was
shy in front of people, She often wrote of adventure§ of the
spirit,?rather than describing actual everyday events, because
she had strong powers of imagination which needed this outlet,
This observation ?093 not include Shirley, an exception to the

rest of her works, as it concerns more or less the gsame problem

as that dealt "with by Mrs, Gaskell in Mary Barton.

Concerning hereditary traits, Mrs. Gaskell was born of an
intellectual father who used to coéntribute literary articles to

a famous magazine, The Edinburgh Review, while Charlotte's father

was mueh interested in polities and his duty as a parson, So

1l The Brnntgs by Phyllis Bentley.
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Mrs, Gaskell, though, as far as we know, she never wrote anyw-
thing when she was young knew something about writing. Charlotte,
thanks to her father?s taste for literary and political magKzines,

was nble to beglm writing when she was only ten years old. We

know this exactly beoause, in her notebook, History of the Yeor
1829, she wrote -

" Qur plays were established :

Toung Men, June 1826; Qur

Fellows, July 1827; Islanders,

December 1827 cmmcamn-= nl

As we have seen, the Brontes were pPrecocious. m they did
not like to play 2s ordinary children; instgad they created o
world of the:}r own to am;ape from the monotemy of loneliness.
Their father, Mr, Brontg, was not very friendly towards children.
He wished to make them hardy and indifferent to the plEEﬂuFEE of
eating and dress. His strong, passionate Irish nature was, in
general, repressed with resolute stoiciem; and he brought up the
children to be like himself, That is why they had to associste
exclusively with their elders, and to read newspapers and magazine.
suited to adults. Besides running wild on the moors, they had
nothing else to do, so they began early o5 writers of their owm
magazines and of the imaginary cycle;saga of Anpria. Charlotte
had no other literary background, whersas Mrs. Gaskell, scon
after hsr marriage; came into contaet with many well-known writers.
But Charlotte was a horn writer; and her natural talent was
supported by her talented sisters and brother; so we know her as
Miass Erontg, not as Mrs, Hicholls; because her works ware we@lu
known before her marriage. On the other hagd, we know of Mrs. .7
Gaskell by her married neme and seldom think of her as Miss

Stevenson.,

1 The Erontgg by Phyllis Bentley. -
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i

Mrs. Gaskell received her education from Avonbank'School,

a very good school for young girls of society. Oharlotte, after
being at Cowan Bridge —— a dirty and unhealthy place — for a
short period, was also fortunate enough to be sent to a fair}y
good school ~— Miss ?OGler's at Roe Head, The headmisstress,
Miss Margaret Wooler, became a friend whom Charlotte loved a?d
raspetteds She also gained two more life;lnng friends thsre,
Ellen Nussey and Mary Taylar;to whom Charlotte wrote many letters
that are of great use in tracing her personal affairs.

Mrs, Gaskell married; at the age of twenty-two, a dis-
tinguished Unitarian whe taught history and literature at New
College, Manchester. Thenceforward, she had to buﬁy herself with
her huaban?, sharing the activities of a minister, taking care of
her babies, paylng visits to her father and so on, whereas
Charlotte had plenty of time because sha was in complete isolation.
Of course sbe had to run the house and look after her ailing
father; but,1h spite of that, she had enough leisure to feel
lonely., So she ereated her dream;wnrld which had a supremely
important result =— because ahe was able to put it into writing,
In 1835, Charlotte wrote of this in lines full of poetlc expres-
sion :

" We wove a wedb in childhood
£ web of sunny eir;
We dug a spring in infancy
Of water pure and fair;

" We sowed in youth a mustard seed,
We cut an ailmond rod;
We are now grown up to ripe age;
. Are they -withered in tha sod ?

¥ Are they blighted, failed and faded ?
Are they mouldered back {o clay ?
For life is darkly shaded, ‘
And its joys fleet fast awayl nl

t o
1 The Brontes -« arranged and introduced by

Phyllis Bentley
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She was a teacher at Miss Wooler's for a short time in 1836, but
she was unhappy there =~ asg sghe uéually was anywhere away from
home. She was rather an intellectual sncb, like most ambiticu§
pecples Unfortunately, having been born in a very poor family,
she had to support herself, The choice of a carcer for respeot-
able girls of the Uict@rian period was limited. They could be
teachers or governesses and that was about all, Charlotte did
not like children and hated monotomy and drudgery. Thse contrast
was very great between her actual life as a plain, pov?rty-
stricken teacher and her dream-life of beauty and love, -
intellectual fame and reasonable wealth., In 1837, she took her
first situation as governess in a private family. Jane in Jdane
Eyre, suffering misery during the luxurious houss-party at
Thornfield, refleécts Charlotte'!s own unhappiness, for she
suffered as Jane did while governessing the little fddle Varens.

In 18&2; Charlotte and Emlly ware escorted to the "Mansion
dtEducation Pour les Jeunes Demoiselles"; conducted by M. end
Madame Héger 1n Brugssls — there the great adventure of
Charlotte's life took shape. In:spite of her shyness, which from
the first kept her awkwardly apart from the other pupils,
Charlotte at least felt happy in her new surroundings :

" 1 was twenty;six years old a week or two slnce,® she
wrots to Ellen, " and at this ripe time of 1life I am a school
,girl, a complete school girl, and on the whole very happy in
that capacity. I felt very strange at first to submit to
authority instead of exerclsing it — to obey orders instead
of giving them; but I like that state of things. nl

Charlotte learnt well and quickly because she possessed
the characteristics mentioned by M. Héger to Mr. Brontg H

" Cette assurance; cet aplomb gi necessaire dans l'en;

SEignement. n?

ft
1 The Bronte Story by Margaret Lane

H
2 The Bronte Story by Marparet Lane
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She stayed in Brussels for ten months and was summoned
home because of Miss Branwell's death, Charlotte and Emily
returned to Haworthj but, only one month later, Charlotte went
to Brussels again, travelling alone, Margaret Lane tells us
about this return as follows :

" There is no doubt that her emotional response
to M, Héger played its part in her determimation to
return; it is equally clear that she had no idea
where her Teslings were taking her, She sincerely
believed that her sole reason for geing back waa to
complete her training for the profession she had
chosen, and it was not for many months that she began

, to suspect the true nature of her emotional predica-
ment, "l

This time was a contrast to the first; for she lacked ,
Emily's company, and Madame Héger seemed less kind., Moreover,
she did not feel happy about having fallen in love wilth a
married man. Mrs. Gaskell did not have any problems as tragic
as this; she met Mr. Gaskell when she was twenty-two; both fell
in love and they were happily married. Like most Viectorian
women, she led a calm life with her husband and many children.
The only differences were that she btravelled widely, made friends
with many famous people, and finally did some important work in
writing for social purposes.

Charlotte returned to Haworth again after one year of
govern655;ship at The Penslonnat Hépger, during which she had
been miserable. Yet Haworth seemed a dreadful place because

she still longed for M. Hégarts love and friendship, so she

thought of writing something in order to satisfy her lonelinesgsa-

Thus The Profesgor was begun after she had tried writing works
of poetry with limited success.
Mrs., Gaskell's first novel was inspired by an equally

unhappy clreumstance: for when her only son died suddenly,

1 The Brnntg Story by Margaret Lane
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she was so stricken with grief that she began to write to keep

from giving way to it too much. But ths contents of Mary

Barton and The Profegscr are very different. Charlotte did not

get away from herself; for, whenever she wrote, she chiefly ,
conicentrated her mind and memory on what had happened/%%rself,
8o that all her novels/%gea greater or lesser extent autobiow
graphical; they concern herself (disguised as a man or a woman)
and the circumstances of people arcund her. Mra. Gaskellts

main theme is completely outside herself -— she was more
concerned with classes of people rather than with individuals —
it was only sometimes that she pefmitted her own experiences to
become involved in her books, such as the disappearance at sea
of John Stevenson and references to her own pet superstitious
beliefs.

Both Mrs. Gaskell and Charlotte had many literary friends,
but Charlotte travelled less. When she went to London, it was
only to gee her publishers. It was on those occasions that she
met Mr, Newby, Mr, William, George Smith, and Mrs. Gaskell,

Mrs. Gaskell was invited to join literary people many times
and at different places. She knew Dickens, Thackeray, Newman,
Florence Nightingale, the Winkworths and many other people of
note. Her house was often frequented by these pecple. Charlctic
and Mrs. Gaskell first met each other at the home of Sir James
¥my-Shuttleworth and immediately became fast friends. After
that they sometimes exchanged visits and correspondence.

In their writings, both were criticized cruelly at first;
Charlotte in that her books concern original dharacters who gre
strong, emotional and passionate, whose actions usually seemed
shecking te the Victorians, Many critics assumed that such
charagters could not have been createdzby a young woman entirely

innocent of the experiences they underwent, Mrs. Gaskell's
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novels, Mary Barton, for example, were thought te be unjust to

the rich because of what some readers called her over .aympge
thetie treatment of the poor., Mrs. Gaskell understood

4

Charleotte!s circumstances and felt gympathetic towards her, so

"
she was glad to he asked by Mr. Bronte to write a true account

1
of hls daughter's life, The famous Life of Charlotte Bronte

enabled many pecple, including writers of that pericd, to
understand Charlotte and made them admire her much more than
ever.

Between 1848 and the year of hsr death in 1355; Charlotte
was left in misery, for her brother and sisters died one after
another. She had no one even to talk to in Haworth. 3o ghe
spent most of her solitary hours writing. The only brief
intervals she had were her visits to London and her few contacts
with literary friends such as Mrs. Gaskell who led a complet?ly
different lifes, The latter was warmly surrounded by husband,
daughters, sons-in;law and many friendse. She did 2 good deal
of travelling towards the end of her life, because, as she grew.
clder, she found the Manchester olimate in winter too rigorous
for her health. She alsoc felt that Manchester was not a quiet
place in which to write. EESidEB; her 1ife there always kept ,
her busy as a minister's wife and a hestess. During her trips,
she was usually accompanied by daughters, sons~in-law and friends
Up %0 the moment of her daath; she was aeldom alone, and she died
surrounded by her family,

It was not unfil quite late in life that Charlotte married
Arthur Bell Nichells who had entered upon his first curacy at ,
Haworth in 1844. How he came to love Charlotte we do not know,
but in 1852, she became eonscious of his love and his proposal

followad in that same year. He was rejected at first by Mr,

"
Bronte, but his constant correspondence won Charlotte's heart
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and they were married on EQEP June 1854. She was lonely even
on her wedding day;her Tather did not wish to go to the church,
50 she was given away by Miss Wooler. On Charlotte's side, onlyr
eighteen guests attended the weddlng,

Mr. Nicholls was punctual and practical and he wanted his
wife to be submissive to him, so Charlotte found little time to
write because he liked her to share hils occupations, che?er,

her married life was fairly happy. Only nine months later, she

died of tuberculosis, the old Brontg enemy, on 31%P March 1855,
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