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## 5286824635 : MAJOR THAI DANCE

KEYWORDS: THAI DANCE / RITUAL DANCE / DANCE CULTURE / BELEIF

CHAWAROTE WALLAYAMAYTEE :THE RELATIVE STUDY OF THAI
RITUAL COURT DANCE AND THAI RITUAL FOLK DANCE.ADVISOR :

VIJJUTA VUDHADITYA Ph.D.,, 214 pp.

This thesis aims at the relative studies of Thai Ritual Court Dance and Thai Ritual
Folk Dance primarily by following the concepts in Anthropology, culture and subcultural
theories which mainly relate with the majority and minority people in particular cultural
groups in Thailand. The studies are hypothesized that the ritual dance of any race shares
similarities in terms of basic idea, as Ritual Dance is the dance which has ceremonial function
and that a Ritual Dance may be prototypes for one another. The thesis consists of five
chapters;Chapter One is an introduction to the subject. Chapter Two is the review of literature
chapter dealing with dance in Thai cultural context, Culture and Subculture theory, status of
dance in Thai culture, religions and belief in Thai society, and the relationship of art and
belief. Chapter Three deals with ritual dance in Thai culture. Chapter Four is the analytic and
relative studies of court ritual dance and folk ritual dance in Thailand. The analytical

conclusion and suggestion are given in Chapter Six.

Ritual Dance of cultural and subcultural group in Thailand are highly influenced by
the contextual religions and belief, Buddhism, Hinduism and animism, in order to serve the
philosophical concepts of the beliefs.Ritual dance culture in Thailand has four functions;
dance as offering, dance as healing, dance as rite de passage and dance in social protocol.
While Thai court ritual dance functions as dance as offering, the folk dance tends to have the
four functions investigated. These two schools of ritual dance share basic belief of deities and

are seemed to exchange some of their dance related activities.
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