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4174147025 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEY WORD : CONSERVATION / ARCHITECTURE / BUILDINGS / PUBLIC WORKS
MR.PEERAPONG CHANTRA : THE CONSERVATION OF BUILDINGS WITH WESTERN
INFLUENCED ARCHITECTURE BUILT DURING THE REIGN OF KING RAMA V : CASE STUDY OF
THE PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING ,LANLUANG ,BANGKOK THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. PUSSADEE
TIPTUS THESIS COADVISOR : ASSO.PROF. BUNDIT CHULASAI, D.Arch. 160 pp. ISBN 974-03-
056571

The Public Works Building was built between 1906-1912, towards the end of the reign of
King Chulalongkorn, or King Rama V. Initially, it served as a department store owned by the British
company John Samson & Son Co., Ltd. Its architecture, like many of the buildings built during that
period, reflect very strong Western influences. Today, though, many of these structures are in
disrepair or have been lost and, therefore, those remaining must be preserved as part of the
country's early architectural heritage.

The objective of this study is to make a comparison of the preservation and reconstruction of
buildings constructed during the reign of King Rama V with strong Western architectural influences
with efforts to preserve the Public Works Department Building to discover methods and avenues for
future preservation of other edifices from the same period. The research included onsite surveys
during the reconstruction of different buildings, interviews with experts in related fields and a review
of relevant documents. Then, after analyzing all material, the study attempted to identify the best
means to preserve buildings of this type in the future.

It was derived from this study that western-influenced buildings constructed during this
period faced problems with natural decay of materials used in their construction since they are at
least 90 years old or older. Other damaging factors include the buildings’ surrounding conditions as
well as inappropriate use and extensions. Furthermore, most reconstruction is aimed at renovations
that will better accommodate current usage, but there are different attitudes about how best to
preserve these buildings among the preservationists as well as different problems and limitations that
affect this. When comparing the reconstruction of the Public Works Department and other buildings,
it was found after parts, such as the roof, were removed and after it was repainted, that certain
areas, or categories, should be more focused on in the preservation of historical edifices. These
include more detail historical research on the buildings, the presentation of other important aspects
of the buildings in addition to their architecture and functions and the selection of appropriate

building techniques and materials.
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