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Thesis Title The Role of buddhist Univarsities in Th

Society 1Uhe-1443

iame Miss Saitip Chittamas
Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Busakorn Karnchanachari (Fh.d)
Jdepartment History
Academic Year 1463
ABSTRACT

Accarding to the history of Cuddhism, the Buddhist University of
Halanda was founded in 457 A.D., and was considered the first Buddnist
university in the worid. In this state-supported university, monks were
given education not only in religious fields but alse in cenerat suvjects.
Thus, tielanda indicates a long history of tiie importance of buddhist
education of university level. As for Thailand, Buddhist universities were
first establishaed Ly King Chulalongkorn: HMahamakut University and Maha
thulalongkeorn University.

This thesis aims toc study the role of buddhist universities in
Thai society from 194 ¢ 1903, tie period which these two institutions
have beccie universities in the true sense.

The findings indicate that these universities nct only educate
monks and novices in religious fields and modern lay subjects but also
carry cut training courses tor monks to devote themselves toc community
development in remcte areas. The responsibilities ¢f these monks
inciude uplifting the welli-belng of the villagers, spiritual and
educational quidance as well as social services.

It appears that cach year & large number of graduates return
to their hometown. Scime, however, further their studies abrcad. Upon

their return, some join the teaching staff of their ewn bBuddhist



universities while others decide to iecave the monikhood to join the
government service. In addition, some monks are selected by the
Biciaihiist universities and assigned pregrammes of propagating the faith
as well as devoting themselves to social services.

Despite the fact that the two Buddhist universities have
contributed considerably to Thai society, it has been disputed for

nver twemty years whether ar not the status and degrece of these

'{~Buddhist universities should be given recognition by the government.
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