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Mission Statement

The Visegrad Group (also known as the “Visegrad Four” or “V4”)
was established on 15 February 1991 at a meeting attended by Vaclav Havel,
President of the Czechoslovak Republic, Jozsef Antall, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Hungary, and Lech Walgsa, President of the Republic of
Poland. The 1991 meeting, which took place at the Hungarian castle town
of Visegrad, harks back to a historic meeting in 1335 attended by Charles
I of Anjou, King of Hungary, John of Luxembourg, King of Bohemia, and
Casimir III, King of Poland. Both congregations are united across time
by the shared mission to strengthen friendship and cooperation among the
three countries which, after the Dissolution of Czechoslovakia in 1993,
expanded to four countries in Central Europe with shared historical and
cultural heritage: Czech Republic, Hungary, the Republic of Poland and
the Slovak Republic.

All of the Visegrad countries became members of the European
Union on 1 May 2004. Therefore, the Visegrad Group should not be



regarded as part of the alternative integration efforts which are in
competition with the EU. On the contrary, it should instead be regarded as
part of the efforts to optimise the existing cultural and historical cohesion
as well as collaboration among Central European neighbouring countries.

Thailand, which has been preparing to join the ASEAN economic
community, will not only benefit from its close collaboration with the
Visegrad countries, but also learn from Visegrad’s socio-economic
cooperation forum which places strong emphasis on close collaboration
among neighbouring countries on many levels in the areas of trade, culture
and education. The Visegrad Group’s collaboration in the field of education,
as reflected in the founding of the International Visegrad Fund, is a shining
example of the humanitarian civic dimension and of a most sustainable
outcome of transnational economic integration. The International Visegrad
Fund was established in the year 2000 as part of the efforts to support
the development of cooperation in culture, tourism industry, research, and
scientific exchange, particularly, the exchange of students and academic
staff across national borders. It would be most beneficial for Thailand and
its neighbouring countries to aim for similar development and cooperation
objectives, particularly in the field of education. With good understanding
of the history and culture of other countries, different nations and cultures
can also bring about peace and harmony, strengthening the unity which can
be found within and through diversity.

Objectives

1. Topromote knowledge and in-depth understanding of the histories,
cultures and socio-political contexts of the Visegrdd countries
and the Central European region among Thai students, teachers
and interested public

2. To strengthen collaboration between Chulalongkorn University
and educational as well as cultural institutions in the four Visegrad
countries

Activities
e “Diversity in Unity: Central Europe’s Past and Present”: The

Visegrdd Open Day Lectures and Launch of the Chulalongkom
University-Visegrad 4 Collaboration Project on 14 May 2015

o The Visegrad Arts & Culture Weeks from February 2016 to
September 2017



In each semester, a week of events featuring Czech, Hungarian,
Polish and Slovak cultural performances, film screenings and
public lectures will be organised as part of the CU-V4 Project.

Czech Arts & Culture Week February 2016

Hungarian Arts & Culture Week September 2016

Polish Arts & Culture Week February 2017

Slovak Arts & Culture Week September 2017
Contacts

® Assistant Professor Dr. Charit Tingsabadh, Acting Director of the
Centre for European Studies, Chulalongkom University

e Dr. Verita Sriratana, Project Coordinator and Lecturer at the
Department of English, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

Venue

Chulalongkorn University

Duration

May 2015-May 2018
Expected Output

A more extensive collaboration between Visegrad countries and
Chulalongkorn University, which will lead to long-term collaborative
projects between Visegrad countries and Thailand, and also beyond. Such
collaboration might be an initial step leading to the inauguration and
offering of special courses on Central and Eastern Europe in undergraduate
and graduate curricula and intensive courses on the languages, cultures,
literatures and histories of Central and Eastern European regions at
Chulalongkorn University.

The Visegrad 4 embassies in Thailand will be asked to lend or
contribute their resources, such as films, lecturers, performances and
cultural productions, to the planned events and activities. Chulalongkorn
University will provide a venue and intellectual platform where academic
discussion and cultural exchanges take place for the benefit of the people
of the Visegrad countries and Thailand.



Message from His Excellency Vitézslav Grepl
Ambassador of the Czech Republic

I am pleased and honoured to have this opportunity to address the students
of the Chulalongkorn University and all the participants of the exceptional
and meaningful project aiming to introduce and bring together four
countries of Central Europe to the Thai audiences. It is pleasure for me
to cooperate together with our partner countries that we form so called
Visegrad Group that will in 2016 celebrate its 25" anniversary. All of the
4 countries, namely Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Poland, we
are neighbours in the heart of Europe. Our history, culture and lives of our
people have been intertwined and shaped as the centuries of the European
history were passing by.

In the year 2016 the Visegrad Group, also known as Visegrad Four (V4),
will celebrate 25 years of its existence. It will be celebrated during the
Czech Presidency in the Group, which begins on 1% July 2015 with a
motto “V 4 Trust” — common trust. This motto sums up the quality that
the Czech Republic perceives as the most important value added of this
cooperation — unique level of mutual trust based on functioning, close
ties and open exchange of views among partners, that do not necessarily
need to agree on everything every time, but whose cooperation can be
exceptionally productive in some areas. The purpose of this initiative,
V4, is seen in developing concrete projects at political or people to people
























abolishing of censorship, for free and democratic parliamentary elections.

[t demanded respect for its members’ work and achievements; it demanded
the hope for better tomorrow for the young generation.

Having denied the democratic opposition the dialogue, the authorities
introduced martial law on 13" December 1981. The power was taken
over by the structure called the Military Council for National Salvation.
The world protested, but the inevitable logic of political reality was that,
as were the earlier cases for hundreds of years, Poles had to solve their
problems on their own, without the assistance from the outside. The just
international ostracism which met the military regime had adverse negative
effects on the national economy, on the welfare of ordinary people and
doomed Poland to further developmental failures.

Despite the prohibition of independent unions, despite the persecutions and
the imprisoning of many leaders of the democratic opposition and student
movements, despite the brutal actions of the military and the police against
those who continued to protest, despite the massive emigration of the young
generation, in time, the opposition to the regime grew rather than wane.
People got used to the fear. They started demanding not only independent
unions and a dialogue with the authorities, but also the dismissal of these
authorities, the conducting of free and fair elections, and finally, the
abandoning of the communist camp and the return to the European family.

Despite the threat of a military invasion from the Soviet Russia, the
democratic opposition and the regime sat at a negotiation table. At this
roundtable one decided not only about the protesters demands, but
foremost about the face of the new Poland, about the change in the state
ideology, about the introduction of a market economy, about the interim
parliament, about the change of constitution and the establishing of a
new double chamber parliament, about the civil control over the army,
and about the Soviet army leaving Poland; in fact, about regaining the
independence. The agreement allowed for peaceful handover of power
from the communist regime to the democratic opposition. This agreement
served as an inspiration for similar movements in other socialist countries.
It encouraged our German neighbours to speak up about the unification
of Germany and it gave the impulse to the later fall of the Berlin wall. It
accelerated the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the establishing in its
place of independent states.












Naturally, this is just the beginning. DITP and the embassies are organizing

similar events in the DITP regional offices, as it is important to reach Thai
business communities and Thai society outside of Bangkok.

It is extremely important that we promote sectors for bilateral cooperation.
We are facing here a clear win-win situation, which only obstacle may be a
lack of adequate information.

A good example is investment. Within the next 10 years Thailand has a
chance to become the biggest outward investor among the ASEAN member
states. The economic success translated into the willingness to go global.
One of the best investment destinations in the world is Central Europe.
Poland, for example, has all the necessary ingredients to be a perfect
investment destination: a transparent and fair law, which does not inhibit
foreign businesses; a liberal and open market economy; a proximity of a
large market of over 500 million people; educated, skilled and relatively
inexpensive labour force, with millions of University graduates, who
speak foreign languages; an excellent physical infrastructure and high
connectivity — the term used so often in reference to AEC — with Germany,
France and the rest of Europe; a modern and well-performing banking
sector; and finally its special economic zones, where setting up and doing
business is simple and the necessary assistance is provided. Several big
Thai companies have already invested in Poland. And they are all happy
there.

There are a number of sectors Poland and Thailand can cooperate in, in
terms of trade and investment. Green technology is the most promising
one. A Polish government-led green technology incubator called GreenEvo
has been created to disseminate knowledge and technology around the
world. As part of this strategy, Polish small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) — members of GreenEvo — participated in the Thailand Innovation
and Design Expo (TIDE) in Bangkok in September 2014. Thailand — the
economic success story — is working towards making its growth greener.
The Polish technologies and products can undoubtedly come handy.

There are also a number of other sectors we can cooperate in, agriculture
being an obvious choice. Both countries are grand food producers, but we
are not competitors as we produce different goods. Recently, Polish dairy
products found their way into Thai market. We hope that the same will
happen with Polish fruits, especially apples, meats and processed foods.









Czechoslovakia which became a federal state in 1968 and on 1 January
1993 split peacefully into two successor states the Slovak Republic and
the Czech Republic.

Slovakia is a parliamentary democracy. The head of the state is the president
who serves a S-year term. He shares his powers with the parliament,
the official name of which is the National Council of the Slovak Republic.
This top legislative authority of the Slovak Republic is single-chambered
and has 150 members. The Slovak Republic has been a member of NATO
since 2004 and became a member of the European Union in the same year.
The country was included into the Schengen Area in 2007 and became the
16™ member of the European monetary union, the Eurozone in 2009.

Regardless of its small area, Slovakia has been blessed with diverse
natural beauty. Monumental mountains consisting of tall and sharp
mountain peaks towering above mysterious gorges and deep valleys are as
a destination even further decorated with a picturesque waterfalls, streams
with a crystal clear water and finally, with a preview of European wildlife
which is significantly endangered in present times.

One of the most precious resources in Slovakia is water, as the country
has the highest density of presence of mineral and thermal springs in the
world. As a result, many Slovak thermal spas are famous around the world
for their curative effects (diseases: cardiovascular, skin and neuromuscular,
osteoporosis, disorders of the musculoskeletal system, psychiatric,
neurologic, respiratory, urologic, and various other illnesses). Besides
spas, healing water is also available in thermal swimming pools which are
presented for example in Galanta, Besenova, Kovac¢ova, Dudince, Bojnice
and other cities.

History is best preserved in Slovakia in its towns by historical buildings
and other monuments and best represented by many castles which are one
of the greatest tourist attractions (there are 180 castles, chateaus and manor
houses in Slovakia in addition to 425 aristocratic mansions) built many
centuries ago. They served mainly as a protection against raids of enemies
and also as a home for the nobility. There are four castles just in Bratislava
and its immediate vicinity — Bratislava Castle, Devin Castle, Rusovce
mansion, and Cerveny Kameti (Red Stone Castle). Bratislava Castle was
built at a strategic point overlooking the crossing of the important trade
routes, the Amber Road and the Danube Road.

Trencin Castle proudly rules the countryside from a rock next to the railway
route — even though the inscription carved into the rock in the year 179 by






it is the subject of serious interest of a number of foreign companies (see
XXX).

During the past couple of years, global corporations representing various
industries have selected Slovakia as the top location for their expansion
in the Central and Eastern Europe region. Currently the most important
industries in Slovakia are the automotive industry (Volkswagen, KIA, PSA
- Peugeot Citroén) and electronics (Sony, Samsung, AU Optronics, Delta
Electronics Slovakia). Important sectors are also machinery, chemical
industry and IT.

Slovakia produces highest number of cars in the world per capita. Slovak
automotive industry is well diversified, with three different types of
car producers surrounded by well-established automotive sub-supplier
networks, all of which are effectively interconnected. The sector produces
various categories of cars as Volkswagen’s Hybrid Touareg, Porsche
Cayenne, Peugeot 207, Kia Sportage and Ceed. Since 2000, electrical
engineering has been the fastest growing industrial sector in Slovakia.

Slovak companies are offering their expertise in top technologies related
to medical equipment, power industry, renewable energy, water and waste
management, environment protection, defence and machinery.

In Slovakia there are also successfully established companies
originating from Thailand such as Delta Electronics Slovakia and
Sappe Europe.

European Economic Forecast Winter 2015

Forecasts for Slovakia 2013 2014 2015 2016
GDP growth (%,) 1,4 2,4 2,5 3,2
Inflation (%) 1,5 -0,1 04 1,3
Unemployment (%) 14,2 13,4 12,8 12,1
Public budget balance (% of GDP) -2,6 -3,0 -2,8 -2,6
Gross public debt (% of GDP) 54,6 53,6 54,9 55,2
Current account balance (% of GDP) 0,8 1,1 0,8 0,7

XXX Aeromobil (Flying car)

AeroMobil, beautiful flying car, transforms in seconds from an automobile
to an airplane, gives you freedom to move. AeroMobil is a flying car that
perfectly makes use of existing infrastructure created for automobiles and
planes, and opens doors to real door-to-door travel. As a car it fits into
any standard parking space, uses regular gasoline, and can be used in road



traffic just like any other car. As a plane it can use any airport in the world,

but can also take off and land using any grass strip or paved surface just a
few hundred meters long. http://www.aeromobil.com/about

Slovakia places emphasis on higher education and education in general.
It is difficult to select only one university among many Slovak excellent
universities; many of them already have ongoing cooperation with
Thailand. To name a few: The Slovak Agricultural University has ongoing
cooperation with Kasetsart University, the Slovak Technical University has
cooperates with Chulalongkorn University and recently Economic University
in Bratislava cooperates with NIDA on PhD exchange programs. I would
like to introduce Comenius University in Bratislava, which is the oldest
university in the Slovak Republic. It was founded on June 27th, 1919 and
follows the university tradition of the Academia Istropolitana which was
established in Bratislava by Matthias Corvinus, the Hungarian King, in
1465. The Comenius University’s fundamental mission is the advancement
and dissemination of knowledge and its understanding. As a higher
education institution, which aspires to be a member of leading European
centers of academic excellence. Comenius University in Bratislava is as
an internationally oriented university, which is open to collaboration with
foreign universities and research institutes also from Thailand.

Creation of Visegrad cooperation

® The Visegrad Group was formed on 15th February 1991 (next
year 25% Anniversary) at a meeting of the President of the
Czechoslovak Republic, the President of the Republic of Poland,
and the Prime Minister of the Republic of Hungary.

o Visegrad Declaration made it clear - the cooperation was a forum
for consultation, and had no legal or other binding force.

o First phase of Visegrad Cooperation started in 1991 with the
Visegrad Declaration and ended with the Kromé&i{z Declaration,
characterized by the cooperation outside the framework of the

EU.

o The Visegrad Group reflects the efforts of the countries of the
Central European region to work together in a number of fields
of common interest within the all-European integration. The joint
priority of all V4 countries was joint return to Europe.

o All the V4 countries aspired to become members of the European
Union. They reached this aim on 1* May 2004.



The V4 was not created as an alternative to the all-European
integration efforts, nor does it try to compete with the existing
functional Central European structures. Its activities are in no
way aimed at isolation or the weakening of ties with the other
countries.

On the contrary the Group aims at encouraging optimum
cooperation with all countries, in particular its neighbours, its
ultimate interest being the democratic development in all parts of
Europe.

The Structure of Visegrad Cooperation

Visegrad cooperation is not institutionalized in any manner.
It is based solely on the principle of periodical meetings of its
representatives at various levels (from the high-level meetings of
prime ministers and heads of states to expert consultations).

Official summits of V4 prime ministers take place on an annual
basis. Between these summits, one of the V4 countries holds
presidency, with the responsibility to draft a one-year plan of
action. Coordination is at the level of MFA as well as relevant
ministries.

The only organization within the V4 platform is the International
Visegrad Fund. The Fund—established in 2000 with the aim
of supporting the development of cooperation in culture,
scientific exchange, research, education, exchange of students
and development of cross-border cooperation and promotion of
tourism—represents the civic dimension of the V4 cooperation.

V4 Transformation as a “Success Story”

Over the last 15 years, we have done proportionally better in
economic terms than the average of Europe. The GDP of the
four countries has grown more than three times since the early
90’s. Our public debt rates are also still lower compared to other
regions with long-standing market economies.

V4 countries remain among the fastest growing regions within
the EU and macroeconomic forecasts suggest a long-run
perspective of our growth. If counted together, the V4 represents
today already the 5th largest economy in Europe and ranks
12t place in the world and 4th largest EU exporter.
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The trade exchange between V4 countries and Germany is bigger
than between Germany and France.

Exports of V4 countries grew three times faster than exports of the
old EU15 during the last 10 years.

V4 Today

The V4 cooperation can currently be referred to as the most
clearly profiled initiative in Central Europe. The backbone of this
cooperation consists of mutual contacts at all levels—f{rom the
highest-level political summits to expert and diplomatic meetings,
to activities of the non-governmental associations in the region,
think-tanks and research bodies, cultural institutions or numerous
networks of individuals.

The successful “V4plus” formula. It is in the interest of the V4
countries to coordinate their external activities, because from
the perspective of global partners we are still perceived as one
region. The co-operation with our traditional partners in the
wider region and in Europe, such as Austria, Slovenia, Croatia,
Romania, Bulgaria, Benelux or Nordic and Baltic states, with
the Western Balkan and Eastern Partnership countries, with
some global partners, such as the United States, Japan or South
Korea. In the future there is a potential to include ASEAN and
Thailand in the V4plus formula.

Slovak V4 PRES

The current one-year Slovak Presidency (7/2014 — 6/2015) of the
Visegrad Group, carried out under the slogan “Dynamic Visegrad
for Europe and Beyond”, focuses on strengthening of the internal
cohesion of the V4 region and fostering its competitiveness by
developing joint meaningful projects. SK V4 PRES continues
in fulfilling strategic initiatives of the V4 in the areas of energy
security: building North-South gas interconnections and creating
the V4 Gas Market. Also important is the transport infrastructure
and building of transport corridors, with the aim to create better
Adriatic-Baltic road and rail connections and build the missing
physical infrastructure among the V4 countries.

Visegrad Patent Institute
On 26 February 2015, the Agreement on the Visegrad Patent



Institute was signed in Bratislava. It will be an important
contribution to the efforts of the respective patent offices to foster
innovation and creativity and to promote economic growth and
competitiveness in the Central and Eastern European region. The
advantage for applicants will be the ability to communicate in
their native language. Furthermore, the services will be cheaper
and facilitate easier Access.

e Digital Agenda

The ambition of SVK4 PRES is also to bring new e¢lements into
the V4 cooperation and extend it on the area of digital agenda,
industrial policy, support for start-ups and innovative companies.
A new V4 Task Force was created with the main priority to
coordinate the V4 cooperation in support of start-ups. Another idea
is to promote creative industry, digital research and innovations.

e Transfer of experience

V4 countries have the capacity ready to share its experiences
and Jessons learned from the democratization and
transformation process with ASEAN and Thailand in:

1. institution building including cultural institutions and
regional educational institutions for ethical minorities;

2. parliamentary work also on level of parliamentary committees
and in constitutional amending;

3. sectorial reforms such as educational system, healthcare
system and others.

4, economy transformation such as: banking reform, public
finances and taxation reform, privatization of state enterprises,
industrial conversion;

Slovakia has already been active in the area of transfer of experience
in Western Balkan countries, Eastern Partnership countries - Ukraine,
Tunisia and others.

(H.E. Vladimir Halgas,
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic)






