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PONGSAKORN PAOBPHET: lIrrigation System Development in The Chao
Phraya River Basin, 1945-1964. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. THANAPOL
LIMAPICHART, Ph.D., 154 pp.

This thesis aims to study the development of the irrigation system in the
Chao Phraya river basin during AD. 1945 - 1964. It is discovered that the Thai
government supported the irrigation megaproject to resolve natural disasters (flood,
drought and brine) and improve agriculture (increasing rice quantity and expanding
field crops) in this period. The first of this megaproject is “The Chao Phraya project”.
Initially, it was surveyed and planned in AD. 1903 during the reign of King
Chulalongkorn, but the project was actually approved and constructed between A.D.

1952 - 1964 with the financial support from the United States and the World Bank.

The Chao Phraya project had many effects on Thailand. It transformed the
administrative system of the Royal lIrrigation Department (RID), improved the
knowledge pertaining to irrigation, and enhanced agriculture. Moreover, the Chao
Phraya project certainly shows that the government placed more emphasis on the
management of water in order to deal with natural disasters in the central region of

Thailand.

Department: History Student's Signature

Field of Study: History Advisor's Signature
Academic Year: 2016
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