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# # 5680153422 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: PHLENG YAO / SOCIAL CRITIQUE / CHARACTERISTICS
WILASINEE INTAWONG: PHLENG YAO AS SOCIAL CRITIQUE IN THE RATTANAKOSIN PERIOD.
ADVISOR: PROF.CHOLADA RUENGRUGLIKIT, Ph.D., 180 pp.

This thesis aims at studying contents and characteristics of Phleng Yao as social critique
in the Rattanakosin period. It is found that the contents of Phleng Yao as social critique are to
criticize individuals, social groups, and social problems. The individuals, targeted by the criticism,
are prominent figures; their behaviors affect people’s living condition. The criticism against social
problems falls into 7 categories: social injustice, human trafficking, environmental concerns,
expanded urban society, inefficient educational system, dysfunctional government, and
problematic policy of the neighboring countries of Thailand. All contents convey the poets’

discontents caused by both individual and social issues.

The uniqueness of contents and literary language contributes to the characteristics of
Phleng Yao as social critique in the Rattanakosin period. The characteristics of language use are
found in titling and constructing contents. The significant titling consists of: titling with the targets
of criticism, titling with certain objectives, and titling which is inspired by former works within the

genre.

The characteristics of language use entail: 1) word choice 2) figurative language, 3) the
use of punctuation marks, and 4) allusion. Word choice contains verbal irony, particular addressing,
and militant words. The use of figurative language emphasizes misbehaviors and illustrates ones’
adversity. The use of punctuation marks helps endorse the poets’ messages through semi-colons

“

(;), ellipses (...), question marks (?), and quotation marks (“”). The allusion found in the works can
be categorized into 5 groups: titles of other works, characters, places, identical incidents, and

quotations.

The findings reveal that, in Phleng Yao as social critique of the Rattanakosin period, the
poets create both messages and emotion. The convention is shared with other sub-genres of
Phleng Yao. Exploring the aforementioned contents and characteristics, the thesis reflects the
poets’ views toward society. The works can raise the awareness of current social problems despite

unpromising solutions.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature
Academic Year: 2016
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