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# # 5680520022 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORDS: CLASSICAL THAI MUSIC SACRED OBJECT / CONTEMPORARY THAI SOCIETY / CONSTRUCTION / MEANING
IYARED BOONYARIT: CLASSICAL THAI MUSIC SACRED OBJECTS IN CONTEMPORARY THAI SOCIETY:
CONSTRUCTION, MEANING AND ROLE. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. PORAMIN JARUWORN, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR:
PROF. EMERITUS SIRAPORN NATHALANG, Ph.D., 327 pp.

This dissertation aims to gather and categorize the recreated classical Thai music sacred objects in
contemporary Thai society and to analyze the creation process, the meaning construction and the role of classical
Thai music sacred objects. Data collection are from document, fieldwork and modern media from both inside and

outside classical Thai music context.

It is found that the creation of Rishi Nart (Phor Kae) coins at Phra Piren Temple, Bangkok in 1970, was
the starting point of the classical Thai music sacred objects creation in contemporary Thai society. After that, various
forms of classical Thai music sacred objects have been produced. The researcher categorized such sacred objects
into 7 kinds: coin, amulet, locket, music master figure, traditional music instrument figure, Chatu Kham Ramthep

and other forms.

Contemporary classical Thai music sacred objects have been created not only by classical Thai music
insiders such as music house/school, temple, music institute and individual, but also by outsiders such as social

institutions and supporters.

Concerning the meaning construction of classical Thai music sacred objects, it is found that today the
use of music symbols is dynamic and diversified. Symbols used are from old belief in classical Thai music, local
belief in each region, old belief with new meaning and also newly created symbols which produce new meaning.
The auspicious construction of meaning of these sacred objects is performed through rituals, such as Buddhist

rituals, Hinduist rituals, music instrument rituals and also through narrative techniques.

These sacred objects are different regarding the belief and the context of creation. The combination of
beliefs from classical Thai music culture, local culture and Thai literature provides wider meaning for contemporary
classical Thai Music sacred objects. Accordingly, there is then the dynamism of forms, symbols and meanings in the
construction of classical Thai music sacred objects. In addition, there is also cultural dynamism when the belief in

Thai classical music masters and the music sacred objects have been transformed into cultural commmodity.

Considering the role of classical Thai music sacred objects in contemporary Thai society, it is analyzed
that these music sacred objects are cultural materials that have psychological role for people inside and outside
classical Thai music culture. These sacred objects also help record the history of classical Thai music culture and

also help transmit classical Thai music belief and belief in music masters by the reproduction of symbolic objects.

Department:  Thai Student's Signature

Field of Study: Thai Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016 Co-Advisor's Signature
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