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Abstract

For foreign visitors to the Kingdom of Ayutthaya, the palaces and
the temples were the indicators of its fundamental ideas of state and society:
a rule by absolute kingship and Buddhist society. The Dutch merchants
were an important group that was allowed to attend the royal ceremonies
and important occasions at the royal palace and temples on a regular basis
in the some hundred and sixty years of their presence in Siam. This article
will demonstrate how the royal palace and temples of Ayutthava were
observed and represented in the cross-cultural experience of the Dutch, and
how their multifarious status in Siam as merchants, diplomats and courtiers
affected their right to access to these exclusive places and their

understanding of them.
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" Dhiravat na Pembejra, ‘Princes, Pretenders, and the Chinese Phrakhlang:
an Analysis of the Dutch Evidence Concerning Siamese Court Politics, 1699-1734", in
Blusse, Leonard and Gaastra, Femme (eds.), On the Eighteenth Century as aCategory
of Asian History: Van Leur in Retrospect (Aldershot, etc: Ashgate, 1998), 107-30,
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