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# # 5781044024 : MAJOR POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE

KEYWORDS: THAKSIN'S POPULISM / CLASS STRUGGLE / COUP D'ETAT
PATTARA WANGKITTIKUL: Effect of Thaksin's Populism on Politics in
Thailand's  Democratic  Regime. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. THANAPAN
LAIPRAKOBSUP, 71 pp.

This thesis is entitled “Thaksin’s Populism on Politics in Thailand’s
Democratic Regime”. Document Research and Interview Research were used to

analyze the data for this thesis.

The result of the thesis showed that Thaksin’s populism contributed to Thai
people’s conflict, especially, between middle class people and the lower class one.
The populist policy resulted in 2 problems. The first problem was the changing of
power relation while the second one was the injustice of resource allocation. These
problems led to the conflict between two groups of people. The first group of
people was middle class people who were negatively affected by Thaksin’s
populism and the another side was lower class people who benefitted from
Thaksin’s populism. In reality, number of people in each group was very different.
The number of people in middle class side was much less than that of the lower
class. Thus, the lower class people could use democratic means to support Thaksin’s
populism. On the contrary, the middle class people did not agree with using
democratic means to protect their benefits. Therefore, they collaborated with other

powerful parties, especially the military, to balance the power of the lower class.

To summarize, Thaksin’s populism made the political power turned to be in
the lower class people’s site absolutely, so the middle class people decided to

overthrow democracy by Coup D’etat in 2014.
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