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JIARANAI VITHIDKUL : ARCHERY IN DHANURVEDA AND
MAHABHARATA. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. CHANWIT TUDKEAO,
Ph. D., 170 pp.

This research looks through archery trainings in Agni Purana Dhanurveda,
Sarngadharapaddhati Dhanurveda, and Adiparvan in Mahabharata. The goal is to

clarify the procedure of the training and the social and cultural aspects involved.

Upon examining the texts, it becomes clear that the practice of archery has
been carefully studied and systematized since ancient times in India. A variety of
processes and methods were implemented to sharpen the skills of the students. The
training-related sections in the Dhanurvedas can be described in 5 subjects: the
poses, the processes of shooting, the elements of the training, the errors and
corrections, and the special forms of shooting. Each contains many details, yet the
key ideas of the training revealed all over the works are the same: the ultimate
preciseness and the ability of the archer to shoot effectively in various situations.
These served the potency during battle, which was the main purpose of archery in

ancient India.

In terms of its social and cultural features, archery training was mostly
carried out under the traditional education system. The teacher directed the entire
course and the religious rites and beliefs were deeply dominant. Therefore, it can
be concluded that, despite some differences in contents and details, archery

training in ancient India followed the conventional way of the education of that

time.
Department : Eastern Languages .. Student’s Signature
Field of Study : Pali and Sanskrit Advisor’s Signature

Academic Year :_2015 Co-advisor’s Signature
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