CHAPTER T

CHARACTERISTICS OF TEE WRITER



Influence of Places

Forster dedicetes not & amall pert of his works to the places
by which he has been impressed — Cambridge, Itely, and India.

Cambridge is the background of The Longest .:_ruurnssg. Though
Sawston plays & big part, Cambridge is centimually present threough
out the boock as an antithesis of Sawston, and sometimes 1t stonds
for its own virtues,

That Forster admires Cambridge as an institution from which
young people can obtain knowledge is without doubt. So much does
he cdore pature; he has ne less regard for intellects, For him
A man who dEE:p."_s.es intellect is a stupid person no matter how adroit
in business he is. Nickie thinks Herbert Pembroke is a stupid person
— & goat, becauss Herbert desgpises philesophy whic!'li is aomething
beyond the man's apprehension. Forster also admires Cambrigrefor
ita freadom of thought and its recognitiecn of individuality. Hex

Warmer writes that:

"In Cambridge, individuals were respected, not herded
topethorj idlsas wore disemsscd, mot foresd down the throat,"

{Warner, Rex: E.M.Forster ;3upplement to British Bock News}

The opening scens of Bha Lengest Journey is a metaphysical
disctas_ions The love of truth 4nspires the atudents, Ansell asks

Rickie:



"Don't you think there are two great things in 1ife that
we cuzht to aim at —= truth and kindnass 7 Let's have
both if you can, buf let's be mure of having one or the other,"

(The Longest Journsy: p. 140}

Also Ansell go2s to resd in the M:ading roam of the British

Mus=um.

"There he knew that his life was not ignoble. It was
worth while to grow old and dusty seeking for truth though
truth is unattainable,"

{The Longest Journey: p. 199)

Cambridge itself is truthful, It never pretends to be the
great world in mindeture as the public schools de.
Most of all Cambridge is where young people learm the warmth of

personal relationship.

*"{Ricke) hed crept cold and friendless end ignorant cut
of & great public school, prepering for a silent and sclitary
Journey, and proporing oz a highost favour thot he mighkdbe
left alone."

{The Longest Journey: p. 10)

In Cambridge Hickie lives with his friends, as a bedder remarks,

more like brothers, Cambridge reassures Rickie of his &wn velus



and promises his success with a password to the heart of ali things.

Years later Rickie recalls the time he livas at Cambridge and thinks

"For he had known the password once - known it and forgoetten

it already."

(The Longest Journey: p. 166}

For all the good things Cambridge offers her students Forater

loves her and praises her in Rickie's words:

e That's why I pity people who don't go up to Cambridge:
not because a University is smart, but because those are
the magic yeara, and-with-luck you sze up there what you
could not see befors and mam*t ever see apgain

(The Longast Journey: p. 192}

Ttaly is another place that hes won a great admiration from
Forsters B8he is o world of beauty. She becores a background for

hig two novels — VWhere Angels Fear to Tread and A Boom with 2 View.

Where Angels Fear to Tread opens in England then socn shifts
to Italy, and, except for & short interval, stoys in Italy to the end.

Philip Herriton tells Liliz, hisz sister-in-law, when seeing

her off for Italy:

"Love and understand the Italians for the people are more

mervellous then the land.™

(Whore Angels Pear to Tread: p, 7)




Philip has said what is in Forster's mind. In fact he does
love the country, but he admires nipre the people. He thinks the
Italians are natural, uncorrupted by civilization, and that their
hearts have not been stiffencd by their minds, Gino Carella, =n

Italian hecomss one of the chicf charasters in Where Angols Fear to

Tread aleong with Philip. {Philip Herriton's heart is gradually
developed., He also has som: prospect of marrying Miss Abbot.)

Gino though ecrude, a little grsedy for momey, z2nd unintellectual,
is mere lovable than Philip -~ & cultured man, because of the
liveliness in himself, He is passiorate, friendly, and instinctive,
He bears no ill will and knows nothing of hypocrisy.

Forster does not whitcwash his Italians. For instance, Gino

ia unfrithful to his wife, In A Room with & View an ILtalinn stabs

his friend 4o death in o quorrel over money. Bub nevertheless
Forster puts into beth Lilia's and Lucy's mouth the judgment that
Italiang arc childlike, And o child is the most spontanecus and
lovable of all people,

In A Hoom with a View, +the Italian influence dominates the novel.

The story takes place in Italy though the characters are not Italizan
by natienality, are invested with some Italian virtues. George
Emerson,after the spell of mslancholy breaks, becomes enlivened

and possionates It iz Italys her beawtiful landscape and the
violence of her people,that changes Gaxnric, The stabbed mon tries
to convey a message. Ceorge is the only persap whoe can interpret
it, Lucy is unlucky; shc cannot. Gecrge understanding the message

deslares:



"7 shall probably want to live,"

(A Room with a View: p. 59)

This iz of course a greaf announcement for its author Believes
in Iiving as full and rich a life as possible, and in knowing what

cre wants, AMr, Emerson tells Lucy:

"fe know that we come from the winds, and we shall return
to them; that all 1ife is perhaps a knot, a tangle, & blemish
in the cternal smoothness., But why this mekes ug unhappy 7
Let us rather love ons another, and work end rejoice,

(A Roam with a View: p. 38)

Jome English Gharacters go to Italy and return to Englend changed.
Emong them we Find Philip Merriton, Miss Abhot, and Gearge Emerson.
In The Longewt Journey we have a remembrance of Italy in Stephen
Wonham. He is Rickie's illegitimate brother. He was born from
parents who choose love instead of respectability, He is truly
a child of nature--— apontansous and uncultured, He haa very littde

education being bronght up with not much cere among shepherds.
He does not bother about his own history or his own future. - To live
peacefully with nature ——1ike any shepherd or any lamb.— 1z enough
for him He lies naked in the sun on the tap of the reof of his
guardian's house murmuring "Good ... good.s.” Forater is
depicting Itelian charecters and implying the "being natural®.

Here Stephen is shown almost as an eminal. He wants the warmth



of the sum s0 hc lics naked in it. There 1s no reasoning but Jjust
to fullfil a desire, Stephan is renlly an amimal,but he is an animal
that is morc lovable and more admirable than some rational cultured
pcoples . He is obedient to res. Falling because he really believes
that eshe loves him, His naughtiness is not disgusting but childlike.
He sings an cbscene poem '"Emily" without any wish af disparaging
his patronsss. He stops sioging and stops his friend from singing
too when he sees that the singing is then becoming disrespectful

to his patroness. Ile breaks his promise not to drink because he
meets some 0ld Friends in trouble who are drowning thelr sorrow.
Rickic haa asked of him more tnan hig nature can offer,. He is
uravilling to give the promise from the beginning, Stephen has
realized that he can not abstain from drinking; he sees ne reason
he must Ao $0. The love he Pears Rickie makes him attempt #B act
against himself, An honest man can not act against himself without
struggzle nor can he porsit his nature very long. Stephen breaks
his promise to Rickie, he waats to console his friends in their
grief, &t Rickie's funernl, realizing Rickic dces not love him,

he koeps away.

In fact Stephen is a Dritish Cino. He believes himself cqual teo
mny man-— a graduate from Cambridge as Rickie or a shepherd working
on Mra., Pailing's estatc. His self-csteem is mixed up with respect
for other peoples ile is the master of himself but he does not
impoae on ohtcrs.

The other place that has influence over Faorster is India.

The vaatness, the variety and some extremities of the country make



it majestic and unigue. Jowe mystic abounds and makes India ine
comprehensible and awe-striking, In India nature shows somc phases
which, if they exist at all, arc not so striking in England and
Ttaly. That iz the domifkering power of naturc over mankind,

The distressed gondition of aome people is deseribed.

" — humanity grading and drifting beyond the cducated
vision, until no earthly invitation can embrace it,"

(4 Passage to India: p. 40)

It is almost unbelisvable that those people should exist in
India which is renowned Por its riches and civitization in the

old daya.

" — people who wore nothing but a loin-cloth, people who
vore not even that, and spent their lives in knacking two
aticks together before a scarlet doll—"

(A Passage to India: p,40)

The fact depicted here has shown that sham culture is a mere
8illy gamo enjoyed by idle and self=deceiving peoplos. At the
seme time the faect inspires us with the recognition of the greatness
of nature, To ege 3a0e part of mankind in such a humiliated status
is to realize man's infericrity before nafure. In the second part
off the novel called "Caves" nature even mocks at mankind.

In the Marebar Caves, Mrs, iicore encounters e dreadful
w



expcrience. That has crushed her spirits The cche of the caves

has managed to murmuar

"Pathos, piety, courapge-—they erist—but are indentical,
and so is filth. Evcrything exists, nothing has value."

(4 Passaze to India; p, 156)

She feels that wintever man has orocated and even Christianity
all amount to nullity -—"boum", an ccho., She loses her hope and
interest in life. She becomes apathoetie to all human keings. She
dies on her juurnﬂj,r home, Her weakness of old age and troubled
mind cannot stand the tropical summer.

Perheps Hrae, doors would not die so soon if she posssssed the
idea of the Hindus that good and evil are ane. The absence of
either alsc implies the presence of it. The Indians rich and poor
live and are happy in their own ways—— at the breast of Hature.
The power, that she fds it menaces her, does not mean hostility.

The endeavours of man are limited by Wature, Aziz and Fielding
though loving each other and willing and trying to maintain their

friendship have to part only becauss pature doss not want it.

"Mut the horsss Jdidn't want it they swerved apart;
the earth didn't want it, sending up rocks through which
riders pust pass singlc file; the temples, the tank, the
Jail, the palace, the birds, the carrion, the Guest House,

that came into view as they issucd from the gap and saw



Meu benzath: thsy didn't want it, they said in their
hundred voices, "'Yo, not there,'"

{ ﬁ'?aasagehz? India: p.336)

In none of Porster's novels has Fature shown its power over

man as mueh as in this novel about India,

Faith in Culture

Forster displays his faith in culture in two ways. One way
is by gijring a chance criticism in gome deseriptive parts. The
other way is by investing culture in some of hia principol
charactcers,.

The first method expresgses in wndezrteones his regard for oculturo.

-

In A Passsyme to Indin, Forster writes of the Anglo-Indians whom

he despises

", they left literaturc aloms. The man had no time [or
it, the women did nething that they could not share with the
merm  Thedr igaorance of the Arts wes notable, and they
lost no oprortunity of proclatming it to one ancther.”

{4 Pagsage to India: p. 43)

This description vkviously shogathe author's regard for culture,
His second method is more deliberately worked out, The
charaters invesgted with culture can bo roughly divided into two

typos. The first typs is usually referred to as the "ocultured
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pecple". They have knowledge of “eultural stulf"* and enjoy it.
They have more interest in "ewltural stuff" than in human beings.
In this type we I'ind Rickie's fathcr, Philip Herriton, and Ceeil
Vyac,

The other kind enjoys "cultural stulf" but is more interested
in human teings. They arc thoughtful, understanding, and kind,

Of this type arc Fieclding, Ansell, the Schlegels, and the
Honeychurche s. .

Being & great admirer of culture, Forster distrusts the
"eulture" which takes no account of natural forecs. Love, for
cxample is not Jjust a guestion of Ywe persons liking the same misic
or the same books —a degree of "anknality" must be there too.

In Where Anpels Pear to Tread Miss Abbot is attracted by Gino's

physical heauty.. She falls in love with him in spite of knowing

the migery of Lilla who marrics him. In 4 Room with a View the

love betwsen Gecrge Emerson znd Lucy Honeychurch is purely a
passicre  In lowards End the Schlegel sisters are attreeoted by

the Filcox masculinity. In The Lonwest Jourmey the love hetween

Agnes and Gerald is almost animality. Later Agnes when seeing

Stephen's robust physics thinks of her Gereids In A Passage to
India Adels Quested renounces her enghgement to Romny Heaslop
beecause she canfot find any emotional attachmont between her and

Ronnye On & ride with the Nawab Bahaduy, she touches his hand by

T —— T ——— i T Tk ) ki P A ol S

* Porater uses this torm in his erticle titled "Does Culture Matter®"

in Two Cheers {or Democracy.
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accident; the touch brings them togethcr again.

Porster oppeses the sart of culture which enfesbles apd tames
men and womene Along with intellectusl pood taste there must be
passion without which life may not exist. Wiss Abbet says to FPhilip

Herriton

"'Oh, you appreciate me !' .....v. "I wish you didn't.
You appreciate all af us., And 8ll the time you are depde—
doadmerdeall sinrerareana

"You are so splendid, Mr. Herritom, that I can't bear
to ses you wasted™™,

{%Where Angels Fear to Tread: p. 168 )

Such s man aa Philip Herriton or Cecil Vy=e is ususlly un-
attractive, uninterested in mankind, and sterile. For them a
girl is at best a living symbel of & heroine in literature.

This is why in his writings Forster creatos scme ohildron of
mature—=—Lilia, Gino, Stephen and Geralds Their actiona are
sometimes shocking in contrast to the caltured type's.

But agoin Forster does not wholly trust in passion. Passion
though being the source of life is in itself deficient and may
deeline into savagery or violence., Think of the Itelian whe stabs
hia friend on a street, and alse the angry Indians who elmost crush
Miss Quested fo death, and furthermore the hrutality Gorald

exhibits towards Agres Pembroke.
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A child of nsturc as Gino has many fine characteristics. He
ia open-mindsd, warmehcarted and cmpable of love; but he is alap
course, greedy, and in som way cruel, Philip Herriton is dell
and lifeless Wt refined, gemerous, and kinds Both of them represent
each only a hall' of the desirable human qualitiss. %hat Forster
demires ia the union of these antitheses, In Howards End Stephen
Wortham is the compromise between these two tyoes —-S5tephen haa
gelf-pride, =ense of reaponsibility, and prgaentable manners, He
doea not Accept money from o perscn he docs not loves He worries chout
the acoidents at thoe roilvmy=-crossing. He stops his friend frrbm singing
an obscene sonp; about his benefactross. By mature Stephen has a cultured

thourh vntutored splrit,

To the gquestion of whether or not the lack of deep thoupht
as found in Anscll and Hickie matters, readers may find an answcr
in George Emerson who stops brocding on 1ife and enjoys it aa it is.
Forster has shown that life depends on passion but culture
furnishes men with the ability to enjoy life more deeply and more
happily both 28 an individual and also as & wember of human socicty.
On the lotter poimt man enjoys his fellowmen's werks which are

produced to cntertain znd improve them.

Moral ITDEE

Forster bolisves in struggle. He expresses this beliel

directly in some articles. He says
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Stoner
"T would be o swvirmimy; ret than a sanking ship"

{Two Cheers for Doemocracy: p. 103 )

In ancther essay he says:

"The people I admire most are those who are sensitive
and want to creat something or discover something.™

(Two Cheers fer Democracy: Pe 72 )

In onz of his short stories— The Point of It, he has glorified

a death from strusgling against the mildly honcused life of respectable
compromise.
Fis novels too ore about people who strugale to live the life

they wanty In Hewards End for instance ilergaret Schlegel fights to

get the man she admires and o maintnin the happincas of family

life in spite of all discouraging eircumstances. Through hard
affort with the help of uvnderstanding and toleorance she succegeds.
Strugele and understanding lead teo sucozss, But Forster has not
Forgotten the fact thnt aceidents play an important role in every
man's lifc. OSomctimes man's limited power may bring cut an ironical
result I'ar his olfort.

In & Passage to India, Adcla Quosted gocs to India with the

intcntion to meet the men she expsets to marry., She wants “to
see the real India", partly because of hor inguisdfivencss and
partly because she cxpects to settle down there with her future

husband. “'ith all good intentions, Adela is orushed by the country.
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In the court she speaks out the truth, and all her fricnds except
Ronny and Fislding desert hor, Aziz who profits from the virtuous
action of Adcla is no less hostile to her than he wag at firstl
when he was arrested,

Aziz and Fielding try to build friezndship in spite of all
hindrmneems.  “hhen the time seems more amenabls both of them feel
that hhey can no longer be friends.

In Howards Znd Helen Behlegel triapfp assert justice for Leonard
Bast, Her aetion ironienlly bocomes a meyc foolishness. Henry
Tileox is morally wrong yot he deserves kindness for his busineas
ability and the good he docs for his country,

In Vhere Angels Fear fo Tread, the rescue party think the

baby will be happier with them in England. Stealing it from the
father results in the death of the child, in an accident.

In The Longest Journcy, Stephen Wonham is more on the aide
of life while Rickie is more dead than alive, BRicky is usually
tired, gloomy, and lost when problems arisc in front of him. Stephen
is spontancous and full of life, and worrics about nothing, A%
the railwiy crossing where Stephen has once saved a child's 1ife,
Stcphen himszelf is saved by Rickic. The lively ons iz saved by
the lifeleas, Rickie anves his half-brother's life but does not
save his own,

As has bech montioned, Forster respects the spivit of struggle.
Suceess is not as important as the fightings But the best fightcrs

aecm to be those who can  langh at the ironical cutoome,



12

Here and there in his works we find some aspects of melodrama,
This rcally forms a contrast with the philosophical realistic parts.

The theme of A Boom with a View iz melodramatic to some cxtent

and in differcnt ways.  The love between Lucy and Goorge is remantics
After one short embrace lov: lights up in their hcartss George
cannot rezist Luecy's tempting beauty and kisses her, saying nothing
hacause then Miss 3artlett appcars st the moments A4 long time
aftcrwards they meet cgain and marry after Lucy's hesitations have
been overoome,

There are also a stabbing con the street, bloed on Lucy's posteards,
and old Mr. Emerson's long spemh persuading Lucy to consider the
heart not culiure.

In Yhere Anpals Pear to Trzad, Lilia's character and her abrupt

death 1s rather sensaticnal, THe bahy stealing, the accident that
kills it, the torment Gino inflicts on Philip, their Adrinking milk
from one same jué,anﬂ the reverence iss Abbot inspires Gino, are
all ezatimental.

In The Lonpcest Journcy, Gerald suddiealy diecs in a foothall

mitch, Some children are <illed at the railway crossing and finally
Rickie himsell diez there.

In Heverds End Leonard's death is unexpected though the author
gives some hint in his weak health. Hzlen's intercourse with him
is absurd,

A& Passagpe o India is the only novel thet can escape from

the tendency of melodrama.

NN6ALY
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It is strange that melodrama should be mixed up with philosophical
realismy  But consider his conception of the importance of instinct
and nature, +this mixing is not unrcasonable., Death, violence,and
pasaion 2re all natural. They are beyond man's controling power
and beyond any estinaticons Tn real 1ife such things happen and we
Tecognize them as natural, but in novels we often fecl they are
contrived—and sg, uniifielike —~thus meiodramatic, Anyhow the
ability to fit thesc vvents in the storics very suitably makes
these melodrematic parts contribute to the whole works instead of
spoiling thems Esgpeeially the ideas behind these moledromatic
parts are interesting and clear when exemplified by theae events,

‘Reapect for Personal Relotionships and Imer Life

"Most of 1ife is so dull that there iz nothing te
be said about it and the books and talk that would desecribe
it =g intcresting arc cobliged to exagerate, in the hope
to justify their own cxistence."

(A Passage to India: p. 139}

Forster is herc making an honest agmission: we ean not liwve
on the "peaks" rll the time. This the common sense Forster Sponkding
warning us that life is not like a novel, not continuously meleodrammtic.
Newertheleas he foels that 1ife should Be fally enjoyeds In
his effort to live fully he firds his hope in idner life and
parsonal relationships In his writings we shall sec that this

tendency always exists.
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He have to reecall the fact thet we actually live a doublé
lifo=—the autep 1life whon we work and are in contact with other
people ond arc almost not careelves——and the dnnop life when
we crnjoy ourselves, rest fram tiredress and are oursclves,

The two lives arc c¢losely connccted and so have influence on
each others Forster thinks of them as “ths warp and the woof of
life" then being askcd if money was the warp of life what should

the woof bBe, Margeret Schlepcl ansimrs:

"Very much what one chooses"

{Howards End: e 137)

Of goursge what one chooses is onc'a picturc of his fnner .
lif'z,

Leonard Bast cannot enjoy, or morc cxactly, cannot bring
the blue print of his privete life into realizatioms Poverty hindera
him, Henry Wilcox For all his wealth feels that his life is empty

becawse e has ignored his  {rner 1ife,

"It was harde-going in the roads of Mr, Wilcox!scul.
From boy hood he had meglected theme 'T am not a fellow
who bothers about my own inside'. Outwardly he wasg cheerful,
reliable, eond brave; but within, all had reoverted to
choos, raled, so for as it was ruled at all, by an incomplete
agecticiam”

{Howards End: p, 197}
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YWe will wnderstand Hesry's innerside better when we think of
Gerald's state of mind before his death, It is full of fear mixed
with loneliness, a real panic, the ¥ind of Foeling that strikes
Helen Schlegel when she listens to Besthoven Fifth Symphony, and
the kind of fecling that strikes Mrs, locre in the echo from the
Harabar Cawves,

Thesc examples have shown that to achieve happiness & persocn
mist errange properly his two lives-—the outer | and the innez.

Ef only one of them is sucecasful, it is not cnouph. liargaret
Schlegel realizes this fact so ahe trics to keep both of them,

She does not sacrifice onc for the sale of the other. She forgives
Henry Wilcox but she will aof allow him to spoil her ~inner life.
She must have her ovm way too, Dut when 2z crisis ocmurs anc?]: ﬁas
to keep only onw and spare the other, Harparct chooses her inner
life. 3ecing that she cannct make fienry o better man, she coolly

diznide g:

"I am going to Germany with my sistere I must tell you
nowr that I shall make i% my permanznt home. Our talk last
night was more important than you have realizeda T am
unable to forgive you and am leaving you."

{Hownrds Snd: Pe 352}

Forater himsclf chooses the -ilnner 1ife.,  Another evidence
is the roctirdng of Rickie from Agnes znd Horbert Pombroke. Forster

does not mercly show which is better but proves it.. Rickie suffers
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when he lives with the Peahrokes, He is drawn down to becaming a

Sewstonian, He cennaot write, e Tocelsz that:

Meresrs the heart of all things was hidden. There wes
a password and he could not learn it, nor could the kind
oditor of the 'Holborn® teach hims He sighed, and then
sighed morce pitecusly. Tor had he not known the passpaed

onoe -—knovn it and forgotten it already 7

(The Lorpest Jouraney: p. 166)

"hen Bickie has lost sis immer life, his outer 1life is
unbalanceds For some people it is the -dmmer lifc that sustains

the outter life. :ickie is one of themsa Tn The Etirnal iboment

Mizs Reby finds that ane ¢vent has becoms an aternnl moment from
which shz has dravm  "ssees unecknovledged pover and imogination
arean Just ns trees draw vigour from a subftcrranean spring,™

Moreover shoe realizes that:

"there was more peality in 1t than in all the yevars of
succegs and varied achievement which had followed, and
which it had rendcercd possible.”

{Collected Short Stories of T,M.Forster: p. 216}

Same of us may think that this idea belonged to Forster when
he was young or at least before he had become so famous, but if

v notilece one little fact in Howerds =nd wo will change our mind.
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At the cnd of the story Hargarot finda out Hoenry's affair -writh

Mra, Bast, and she fecls thot frg, Tilcox must hawve known it too.

"She knows ceverything. She is cverything, I cannot
believe that knowledge such as hers will perish with
knouledoe such as mine. She kKnew zbout realities. 3he
kncw whon people were in love, though she was not in the
rooms I don't doubt that she know how Heury decelved her

{Howards =ad:  pe 311}

If it is =0 how can [irs. "Tileox cndure to live and B
ploasant with Yeary 7 In fact she is completely different to those
Vileoxes, Only because Enner 1if'c isc more rezal than the ocuter
life, Mrse "Yilcox,with the comfort of iowards End and life in the
Fields,can put up with the 7ilcoxes. This conclusicn moy perhaps
explain Mrs. Moorc's nonchalanes to all poople after the echo
cxpericnce,  She feels hor life with thoem is unreals She even

foels that though poople are important their relations arc not.

"She fclit incrcasingly {vision o nightmarc® that,
thouph pcople arc importont, the rolation btetwecn them are
not nnd that in particular too much fuss had been made
aver marriage; yet man is no nearer to understanding

mats

(A Passage to Indias peqid)
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Yie must remember that not very loap before, she was cager to
understand the Indizns, That is ome part of her own innor life
- to understand peoples FPiading that her idea about man understanding
hiz follow-beings is merely a drcam she loses her hearts In this
stote of mind, since only fnnoy life reclly mattors, she does
what scoms neglecting a friond-— Aziz, while she is Tighting
herd within her mind to assert the aalue of life apainst her vision.
Fcople in fact live in what they think, what they choosc, what
thoy valug—— thelr jnmer lives.

Then we talk about happinoss ve can not leave out personzl
rclationship. A French existentialist said that wman's "hell" is
his own follow men. Agro: 15 "hell” for Rickic, and Miss Quested
for Aziz. Dut at-thc sam; time Rickic and Aziz have others which
ara "hoaven" to them.  Reloticnship can bring happincss or misery.
Perhaps this is why wvhen poople want to scok screnity or peaccful
happincss, they usually retrcat to naturc or unhauntcd lands to
avoid "hell" as well as "heaven's

Whethsr man can shun rolationshiips and has no way to make
his follow beings his "heaven™, Forastor has alrecady shovn in his
works. First of 211 he has shown tbat relationships are cascntially
needed by o1l hwman beings. The cssential need of friendship is

in our instinet. In The Loppest Journcy, Hickie os a child plays

Halma against himselfs It is unlikely that Hickie should need
anything rotier than only a fricnd whom he ean talk to. Bvan such
a bully as Gerald, when death approfzchcs, shows his longing far

companionship and his panic which is arouscd by the loncliness
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in his hearts In A Passage to India, Aziz and his friends think

that fricndship with Englishmen is impessible, yet Aziz booomes
a fricnd of Mrs..Mourﬂ and Ficlding, The instinctive desire for
frierdship drives man to making {ricnds, 'Friendship docstroys the
lonelincss in man and it is an outlet for man's good-will towards

his fcllow beings. Hickic hos depieted this truth to use

"Onee when his mother killed & ghost in the passage by
carrying him through it in her arms, There was ne ghost
now; he was frightencd at reality; he was frightened at
the splendour and horrors of the world.®

(The Longcst Journey: p..?D)

Phis fear in Rickic's mind is gone when he saves Stephen's
life at the railway-crossing. He himscll® swants to pour out what
is begt in himself beforc Anges, She is not worth it and so
Rickie changus his mind. This is why later he puts all his hope
in Stephen——or the memory of his mother in Stephen body. Naturally
Gtephen eannct stand the bhurden.
FPcesonal relationships are meedful to man and they also inllncnce
him, Rickie, living wiht the Permbrokus, ia dravn towards the
e¢dge of an abysse He tecemes a martinct, He cannot write, and
lives frem day to day with no joy of lifvs Lucy Honeychurch almost

becomez one of
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"The bonighted, who t'ollow nrither the heart nor the
brain, and march to thoir dostiay by catchewords”

QA Hoom with a Wicws p._Elh}

She zlmest makes o great mistike bueausc she iz 1nfluenced
by Charlottc Rartelett.

Ronry Heaslop iz convineed by the farmer Anglo-indians that
he should be romote znd superior to the natives.  4An Indian teélls

Aziz and some other Pricnads thot

"he redwnoscd bey hos again ingulted me in Court. 1
do not bdlure hims o was told th.d he oupht to insult mes
Mntil latoly ke was quite o aics Loy, but the others have
got holdd of him."

(A Passage to India: p.12)

Iirss HMoore says to Ronny

"You nover uscd to judpe poople like this at home"

(& Pussage to India: 36)

This iz the influcnes of rcelationships that can change 2 man
£o 2 bettcr or o worec persenolitye
Realizing thoir importrnce, man attompts to achieve suecessful

relationshipss Yot 1% i3 not to be token for granted that relationships
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can bg achieved at any times, Rickic's mother tries to attain ine
timaecy vAth her son, but she feels it is o hard work to do.

Agnea wants to be fricnds vath Ansell but the philesepher-to=be

runs away. Ficlding and Aziz for all their good will and desire

t0 become Cricnds connot maintain their fricndshipe The difliculty
of achciving a successful personal relationship does not come out
from the auther®s intention to discourage his readers but to tell

the whole truth, to stress its significancc. He gives us a key
which will enable us to approsch successful relstionships, to act

not o "hell" but a “heaven" to cther peoplce. That key is the ability

"o connect! tnings. argarat Schlepel says to Henry ‘filcox:

"'You shall sec the conwewion il" it kills you. iHenrys
You have had a mistross - I forgave you, Hy sister has
2 lover-— you drive her from the housc, lo you ace the
COMNEXAON ? waarasrs -=a man who insults his wife when
she's alive and econts with hor swmory when she's deads A
man whe ruins o wopman for his plunsurc, and casts her off
to ruin other mere  And gives bed financial adviec, and
then aays o is not responsibles,  Theose men arc yous You
can't roceopnize them bogause you cznnot canncef '

(Howards Tnd: pe 287)

Aut Hopry docs not appreciactc vhat Margarct says to hims

He scnds hory with his anseer, to frustration.
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"Harpgarct was sileont, Somothing shook ber life in its
inmost recesses, and she shivered"

{Hm’-rards End:  pe 362)

Margaret herself conncets things and thorcfore she accepts
fach-— the fact that she cannot expect more of Henry than he has
to offer.s If Rickie has aecupted Stophen, Aickic will not be killed
but he will live on happily with hie leving brother. ‘fargaret
forgives Henry for his enpacity to snnble mony other people to
gnjoy 1lifc though he himsell is mortily woak-— ond also bocause
of her own love for the man, and finally because of the pity she faels

towards o defeoted mer.

Grock Rlement

Rickie writes a mumbecr of short storics which he intcnds to
group togeter undsr the title of "Pan Pipes'e Therc zre many other
rcferonces to the Grecks. This tondeoncy when connected to his
admiretion for physical beauty, philesophy, youth and strength,
and his casual way of trcating dowth, reveals the Grevk clomemt
in tho suthors

His shart storics ace moatly bascd on Greck myths. There cre
godz, sirons, fown, o matd who runs away from 2 man and disappeers

among the trees, In 4 Curate's Friend a foun appears and talks

to the curate, e zlso changes the curate into a more natural

NI ks
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"(The faun) gove z joyful cry, 'Ch, now you really belong
to use To the cnd of your life you widl svear whon you
are cross and laugh when you ore happye'"

{Collceted Short Staries: pe 92)

In Other Kingdom [Miss Beaumont sings "'Ah vou silly ass,

gods live in the wood ['"

"She flung her srms uwp above hor heesd, close together,
50 that she looked likc a slender columne. Then her body
swzyed and her delicate grecn dross quivered over it with
the sugpestion of countless leaves.™

{Colleeted Shart Stories: p. 62)

This girl reminds us of Daphne whorunning away from Apollo,

turned into a treci

In The Story of g Pania Sustace plays flute and Pan cames.

Pan leaves his foot marks on the grounds. Later he revenges Fustace,
higs worshipper; on Gennarc who betrays the boy for money. Gennaro

is mysteriomsly killed in on absurd aceident. The Rozd from Colonus

glvoe us same rempubrance of o Greek tragedy— "Qedipus of Célonus"

By themselves those short stories are fantasies and symbolical
stories, But 23 a matter of fuct they arc carly manifestations
of the Greek element in Forster.

In his novels, we usually find cherecters whe ere muscular

and instinetive, sometimes even brutals ¥e koow well thot the Grecks
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admircd corpoxal beauty. They had produced many woxks of art

shoving beavtiful human bodiess Physical cducation dated from their
timz. In Forster's works wo have Gerald, a good locking athlote

at whose doath women weop -—3tepnen, who likes te lie nsked in the
sun, to gmokc, to swim in the sea, and to fight. Hr. Decbc and
Freddy Honcychurch swim maked in a ponds  An Indian with very little
zslothes on ,10@1{3 lik¢ a Greck gods These choracters are not produced
of hig love for aature alone bubt alse of his admirotion for phyesical
boamty, youth, and strength, like the Grocks.

Forster treats sexual love frecly., He doss not try to pretend
about this subjeet, but he speaks out frankly of the animality in
love between men and women = kotucen Gerald ond Agaes, Lucy and
Georpe, Lilia and Gino apd, though very faint, Hiss Quosted and
Renny Heocslops

Both the lamcncas 2nd temperament of nrickic betrays Farster's
belief in heredity.  Stephen is crude, strong and in one vey
pragtical like his father, The Crecks too arrapged marrisgose
They prepared young pecple to becomc parcnts of healthy and wise
childron,

Forster's idea of dsath is caprosscd thuas

"cath dcstroys o man, but the idea of death saves him”
{I_‘I_m:ards Snd: pe 253
The Growks though they admired physicel graee, had philescphical

minds. They wrote about dezth, accepted it, tut Jid not losc heart,
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inatead they lived their lives fully, Taerster deals with death

caguzlly, He puts it obruptly and casuolly:

"Gerald died that af$erncomn

{The Longest Journcy: pe 61)

"But she had dicd giving birth to him,"

(A Room with a Vicw: pe 77}

The Grecks were well known for their love of pleasure. Forster
is gstrongly ageinst protentiocis rostrictions. Stephen drinks,
Gine shouts in af opera housc, Dr, Aziz does not speak tho truth,
though out of no 111 will, sometimes, TCorster moakcs thom do those
things in likcoable waysas

Ancther notion is his admirstion for hhilosophy-=—the love

of tru’th-

®There he knew thai his lifc wos not ignebloc. 1t was
worth while to grow old and dusty seeking f'or truth though
truth is unattainable

(The Longest Journey: pe 199)

and also

"Therc are other-things. Truth. Qur duty to acknowledge

ench min accurately, hovwcvor vile he is. And apart from
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idcals”

(The Longest Journzy: p. 157)

And this ie gxnotly whet Porster docs in 411 his novielg—"to
acknowledge zach man ageuratsly, however vile he is. 4nd apart
from ideals."

As Tor the Grevks'love of truth nothing is necded to conlirm
the truth. Socrates drank poiscon when he was no longer allowed
to teach tho truth,

The Grocks arc the builders of modern civilizatione Forster

iz of the opinion that

"Wo one can grasp modern 1ifc without soms knowledge of
ita origins"

{Collected Short Storics:  p.61)

So it is plain why Forater is a0 fascinated by the Greckss

Forgter finds angwers to mony problems he is toackling in the Grecks-—

going back to instinct, an unsclfeonscicus rolationship with noture,

bheauty, un protentious culture, spontpncous grace, and philesophys
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The most interesting chareeteristic in Forster's works is
teleranee. Forster shows its contribution to mankind, and, more
than that, its necessity. His tolerance, anyway, docs not imply

pagsivity.

"Teolerance ie not weszkness. Putting up with poople docs
not mean giving in to them,"

{'Twoc Cheers for Demecracy: pe 58)

The impulsc that drives him to tolorance is the desirc to
better the wholc world-—= to make mankind live more happily. The
intcntion is so smbitious, yot it is always 2 goal attempted by
many people.

As tolerance is not passivity, Forster scts himself against
tolerance's enemies-—falsity, sclfishpess, eruciiy, and indifference.

The sole gymbol of =ll these enemice i= Sawston,

“'I hato Sawston, you sce.’
'T hate the idleness, the astupidity, the rospectability,

the petty unself'ishness'"

{Where Angels Fear to Tread: p. 86)

This is the frecling which havnnts Ferster's mind, spoken by

Lucy Honeychurch. The Sawstonians are cruel bat they dispuise
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their vice under "rightness". Agnes does not think thet Stephen
has any human ripht to live in this world. 3She thinks he is

"Illdalt,ebnornal, 2nd worse than diseascdY.

M{Shc) had = thrill of joy when she thought of the weak
boy in ths clutzches of the strong ona"

{The Lonpest Jourmuy: s 50)

ghe i1g cruel and hypoeritical for she pretends to scold
Gerald who bulliced Rickie in the post.
The life of a Sawstonian is shovm as empty —useless, Philip

Herriton leoks at his mother, Mra. Herriton and thinks

"And though she was frightening him, she did not insgpire
him with reverence. Her life ho saw, was without meaning.
To what puwrpose was her diplomicy, bDor insinecrity, her
continued ropression of vigour 7 Did they meke anyone
bettcr or happier 7 Did they even bring bring happincas
to hereell 7 Harriot with her gloomy pecvish greed,

Lilia with her elutches after pleasure, were after all
more devinge than this welle-crdered, active, useless machine.

(Where Angels Fenr to Tread: p. 28)

Mrs. Herriton is pretentims,  oppreasive, and folso. Her
enjoyment is to press others dewn under her power, Her weapen is

reepectability, Her vietims are her own children and espectially
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her danghter-in-law  --- Lilia, irs. Herriton hes her sart of

pecple in Indiae  Tn 4 Passags to Indin, Hiss Derek, a former

nurse, declarcs she would rather let an Indian patient dic than
heving anything to do with hime Mra. Turton hurls out to her

husband while discussing the natives:

™Why, they ought to crawl from here to the caves on
their hands apd knees whenever an English man's in
sight, they oughin't to bz spoken to, they ought to be
ground into dust, we'we been far too kind with ocur Bridge
Partics and the rest,'"

(& Poaszoe to indic: p. 225)

The system of the public achool is also attackeds It merely
tries to £ill} students with wrong ideas—to toke a publien school
for the great world for instance, it assimilates children from
their individuality, and at last sends those students cut with
undaveloped heorta and pride.

Ronny Hearlop woks hard all day long, btut he behaves to the
Indians differcntly from he uaed to do when he was in England,
Hia »eason is "India is not hame'. In another novel, Howards End,
Henry Wilcox connot apprchend that he hos done wrong to his own
vife, his cequaintanec, and & woman whem he casts out when he is
tired of hor. Henry's heart is undewslopcd.

Forater is bitter speinst these people because he Feels that
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life is hard cnouwghe It is unpredictable. [t can't be rehearsed;
because necidents, in spite of all man's csution, can easily alter

a way of life, "hoen lifc is alreedy very hoard how can o man like
Forster or any of uc tolerate the Sowstonians' eruslty? For some
people, lifc is only n struggle to live, The Bosta live in a sgualid

gondition, Tho peor in Indiz live in a distressful state,

"+es people who wore nothing but 2 loin eloth, pocople
who wore not ¢ven that, and spent thoeir lives in knocking
two sticks togetlicr befors a scarlot floll - humaniky
grading and drifting boyond the educnted vision, wntil
no earthly invitotions can embrace it.™

(i Pessope to India: pe 40)

As human beings have clready o buXcn-—to travel on their
long jowrney of lif'c. Thoir follow men's crucl opprossion is
really intolcrable.

Another forec thot scts him 2geinst oppression is his respect
for individunls which in turp draws him closcr to toleranee, 3Stephon
for instance holds the opinion that one cannot own peoplce. He

soys to Hickic:

"*Out Rickic, mightn't I find a girl—s naturally not too -
refined and be happy with her in my own way? I would tell her
stroipth I was pothing much - fzithful of course, but

she should never have all my thoughts. Out of no diseespoet
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to her, but bezause all onc's thoughts cen't belohg o

any single porson. "

(The Longest Journoy: p. 301)

Fielding, 2 school master, is himself at any price. He docs
not ecore a pin what the Anglo-Indianswill think of his familiarity
with the Indiang. He sides with Aziz in the cowve ense. Ficlding
respects his friends' opinions in spite of his self-belicf. He
listens to iiiss Quested vwho understands human noture voery little:
he lietens to Dr. Aziz who adores the Mopul mporors; he listens
fo Jr. Godbole of whom Dr, Aziz doos not want to tolk.

Forster Leliewes thot the work for the multitude storts from
individuals. Since generslly man iz more or less deficiint. An
intcilectuzl cultured man such as Ansell is deficient in vigour
and passion. Stphen is strong, vitsl, but naive, UNergoaret docs
not want %o howe o child, Helen docs not love a man, Henry

Wileox is clevor in busingss but weak in morals. 3o

"How dare Schlugels despise Tileoxes, when it takes
all sorts to make a world 2V

(Howards Bnd: p. 109}

30 hers the point isz. Howards End will not laat if Henry
Wilgox has not roesoued it. The culturcd type cannot fully cnjoy

life ir they have no busincss peoplc todo the work they cgmot do,



3%

Beszides [orster thinka
"Our business is not to coabtrast the two, but to recancile
them. !
(Howards Tnd: p. 109}

Fre Failing always says that

"e arc all much more alile thon we confesz."

(The Longest Journey: p. 1lh)

0f course we cannot have cne sort perished so the other cen

live, Then whot shall v do 7 Fielding in A Passage to Indin

considers the trouble Lotweeon the Anglo-Indians znd the Indians,

and thinks

"he world y....y i3 & glebe of eon vwhe ave trying to
reech one another and con but do so by the help of good-will
plus cultwre ond intelligence.™

{4 Passape to Indias p. 65)

Befors we con help seople we must first tolerate thema-+tolﬂrateg
F
1 -

thelr weikness,not ignorz it, or elsc the help will ncver atnrt.

i

Porster has alsoe warned ngainst going to extremiticas.

"The sensc of purity is a puzeling, ond at times a fcarful

L 1BA72 707
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things It seems noble, and it storts at one with morality.
But it is a dangerous pguide, nnd can lead us away not only

from what is gracious, but also from whot is good"

Yo have o good cxample in Pelen's fouling apainst Henry. Sho
takes the Bas¥s dowm to Henry's country house, She thinks she is
as3scrting justicc for the misermblc couple, but her action is more
an action of malignity;

Forzter thinks it is dangerous to cmbroce some doctrines

blindlys Man rmust be aware that there arc exceptions for all rules.

"Fish monoge bester; fish, as the tanks dry weiggle imto
the mid and wait for the rains to uncake theme  But men
try to be hermenious 21l the yoar round, and the resulta
are occasionally disastroua,

(& Posgage to Indiar p. 183)

It ie with good will plus culture and intclligence that man
can holp nthers;

Forster, who prcaches tolerance and neceeptance of fact, really
pragtises what he prcaches.  For all the hatred he bears the
Savstondans and the public achools he admires them for
buzincas cnpacity and worldly -isdom,

Mree Herriton forsccs the outeoms of [ilia's morriage to

Ging.
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"No one realized that more than personalitics were
chpaped;  that the strupgszls vas natiennl; the gencrations
of aneustors, good, bad, or indiffersnt, forbade the
Latin wan to bu chivalrous $o the northern woman, the
northern woman €2 forgive the Latin mane 421 this might
hzve been farscen; Mrs, Herrlton forsaw it from the first,

(Where Angels Peer to Tread: p. 7h)

Ronny Honslop in spite of his ignorsnce and pride, the results
of public school education, performs his duty with every desirc

1o scrve his country.

"lle spcke sinceraly. Everydey he worked herd in the
court trying to dueidec whiel of two untrue acocounts was
the luss untiuc, tryiag to dispense justics fearicasly,
to protect the wock from the less weak, the inccheront
against the plaus=ibls, surroundsd by lics and flattory.”

(A Possare to Indin: pe 54)

Ceeil Vysc, thouph unlovable, has some groace although he

seldam shows it.

"eroao for 21l his culture, Cecll was nsectic at heart
and nothing in his lowe becam: him like the Ieaving of it."

{i. Room with a Viewn p 213}
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Rickie Elliot with al} his weakness and prigpishness, has o

will to do right, His scnsitivencss is sympathetics

"It's not what people do to you, but what thsy mean,that
hurte, "

('I"he Longest Journsy: pe 192)

Seme charactors in his novels arc athelsts as Ficlding and
Stephur,  Seme believe very decply in Gods  3ome oharzcters are
of other religions as Profe Godvole snd Dry - Aziz. Foreter aecepts
all religicns as mors or less are cquelly goods Atheistz are alse
acoeptcd,.

Although he often spsaks of noture, philoscphy, and instinet,

he is not a seciontific mirded otheiast.

"The soul has her own currcncy. She mints her spiritual
soinage and stamps it with the im2ee of some boloved face
suvew the Face however beloved, wog mortal, and as liable
28 the soul hersell to orr.

There is, indezd, another colnage that boars on it not
man's image but God's. It is incorruptible, and the soul
may trust it safely; it will scrve hor beyond the stars.”

(The Lonmest Journey: p 255}

Forster is o believer although his thoory is different from

the authorized version, ile preaches tolerance whereas s the Church
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preaches love and forgiveress, and the Priml Curse far Forster
igs not the knowlcdpge of good and ovil but the knowledge of good-
and-ewvil,

Tha tolcranee Forstor has for people he cannot love —the
Sowstoniane, Scmotincs cnuses o misundcrstanding, D, S.Brewer
ceztches the admiration Forster bas for the pood points of some
davstonians, But the s sbholar mistakes Forster's tolorance

and his aceeptance of faets for a divided mind

"He gives Sawston its duc, ans he sees ite e praises
the incorruptible honsty, the cncrpy, the concern
with orders But ¢ also shows very clecrly the panic
and emptiness which lies within, 2nd which subkly.,
gorrupt even the virtues, " |

(Protcus: p. 215)

Then DeS. 3rewsr gocs on

e and look 2t hiz attitude more oloscly we are bound
to conclude that he himself is Sawetlonian, at bottom, as
any of his most disliked charasters.

(Proteugs: p. 219)

The eriticiam iirs =4 3. Brewer gives is intcresting. He has
2lso with this criticiam reminded rooders te study the auther too
and not merely give thomsclfeas away to the pileturces brought bolfore

PR . B . -, . Cog e
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their eyess But is it g0 stonge that a men values one thing and
yet tolerates onnother thing 7 Does it mean one glorifies business
people like the Wilcoxes to admit that "1t takes all sorts to make
a world 7

Perhaps Forster has made himsell elearsr  in his articlea.

In "/hat I belisvwe" he puts down

"hat is goed in poople — and conezquently in the world —
is their insiatenwe+an igrection, tholr helied An friandehip
and lpynlty flor thair own sakes;"

(Two Cheers for Democracy: p. 81)

And again

“One must be fond of people and trust them if
one is not to make a meas of life, and it is therefare
essential that they should not Ict one downe They often do.”

(Two Cheers for Democragy: pe 78)

The last sentenoe is a aign of Forster's steical faith, a
faith whish is 211 the more durable for being based an B clear-eyed,
unsentimental observation of hmen behavior. He aznnot be an

optimist, but he will not be a pessimiste. P
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