CHAPTER V

FCRSTEER'S

KEANING T¢ THE PREESENT &KRGE
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Porster's Heaming for the Present Ape

Qur age is known as the Atamic Ape, If' the Eighteen
Gentury is the age of discoveries and enlightenment, the Twentieth
Century is the ape of political creeds ¥2 are made to understand
that the condition of pecple's living is poor and alse it is the duty
of politicians to sclwve this problem. This npge 1s epitamised by two
world wars and meny minor wors toking place successively including
the long non-stop cold war between the Eﬂpitﬂlist World and the
Commurnist World.

The economic problem which is facing ewery nntion now largely
eTises Irom wars. Wars do not only destroy man's 1ife but alse
destroy 211 he has built up —~{rom Luildings to cultwre,Scme countries
still have not recovered from the destruction caused by World War II.
France and Germamy are still in desperate state. It is interesting to
agk oneself who are - . responsible for such o tromendous destruc-
tion. Is it the people’s own will thnt lecds o country into war,
dragging many cther coumtries inte the same ruin? Do people have so
wozk an imagination that they ecan't conjecture the cruslty of wara?

After the 1914 for people formed the Leapue of Mations with
the aim of preventing any more wars. Ir+ 1939 Horld Wor IT tock ploce s
this time after the war they formed the United Mations Organmizetion
with the same intention as Yefore, The result is that we have many
minor wars toking place successively — the ¥orean War, Vietnamese ¥War,
Suez Ganel trouble, rebellion in Hungary, and lately the bombardment of
Quemoy Island. It is evident that despite the avareness of the cruclty

of vor mankind cannot aveld it. VTho zre responsible when o wer brenks out?
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Leading seientiste of the vorld have beeh hejiled for their
sucgess in space travelling, e give another planet to the sun,
Feople arc thinking of poing to the moon, They do not eare a pin
for a plon of getting nearcr to understanﬁkhuin fellow beings.

The atomic power instead of proving = grest use to mankind has
beeome o wonpon to threaten other nations in*hair meetimgs.

Ewvery natiun iz ofroaid of wer and thersfore is building up its
military puwer to fortify itself and to be rm@ for war if it is
attocked, e hove lenrnt from history that vhen mony notions are
ready fto protect themaelwves they will be rendy to start a wer tuo.

Though scientific and mediczl discoveries have brought great
benefit %o men, the essenticl problems romain to be solved. Man's
expect of tife is grecter, yet the destruction of humon life ceused
by modern methods of worfore i1s grenter than ever beforc, And is it
worth while for mon to live longer unless he spends the extra time
ugefully and heppily?

Peaple are still oppressed by econamic problems, It is generslly
Felt thet the problems arise from the destruction causzed by wers and
the increass  of population. The fact is that the new stondard of
living which is raised by industrizlism and modern sclience iz also
one important gource of the econocmic problems.

Industrisalism and modern science have become almost man's
mesters. Scientists have $o go on correcting the result of the last
discovery. Ench atomic test affects man's health, growth of vepetables,
and the climate. Forster reflects the Fact in "The Machine Stops"

in which man is shovm as hardly human, He worships the Machine, and
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he himsell has become o mochine ftoo. Huno osks his acientist

mother.

"Cannot you gee, cannot oll you lecturers see, that
it is we that are dying, and that down here the only thing
that really lives i= the Machine? Ve created the Mnchine,
to do our will, but we canpot meke it do owr will now., It
has robbed us of the zons=e of #pace and the senme of touch,
it hes Plurred every human relation and norrowed dewn love
to a carnel act, it has prralysed our bodies and cur wills,
ord now 1t compels us be worship it The Machine develops———
but not on cur limes. The Hachine proceeds-—— but not to.our
gents We only cxist os the blood corpuscies that course
through its arteries, and if it could work without us,
it would let us diely

(Collected Short Stories : p. 131)

The living of most vecple nowadoys reminds us of a peem enlled
"The Dirge" written by lienry King, Bishop of Chichester (1592-1669}

the first stanza runs as follows:

"That is the existence of man's life
- But copen mr, or slumbered girifa?
Whero pickness to his sensc presents
The combnt of the eloments:
And never feels a perfect peace,

Till Death's c0ld hand signs his relense.”
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People prepare themselves, not to live, but to earn their
Yiving, from childhood. Almost helf of thedr life-time is spent
in some vocatiomnl training. Art has Leecome a lwoury. Ethics
must walt until they have some free time, They often never have.
¥en get mrried when they ecan which of ten happens to he rather too
late. Some of thewm marry without love., They seem to have no even
time to understand each other beforc they marry. Alter morriage
they sendthedr children to same nursery-homes and later io kinder-
garten schools, The children finiash their study fram colleges and
are strongers to their porents. Family life ie hardly enjoyed.

Te eanpot blame these pitiable pecple. Deep in their hearta
the remembrance of the 1life of the old days must exist, Some of
them really carnet live in the way they went, Some are too efraid
of poverty. They have been geared by poverty duntil they cannot
stop mnking moncy =lthough they arc very richa Others feel uncasy
when work does rnot ocoupy thedr minde. Feor, worrying, and competi-
tiom take hold of people’s mimds. We often [ind some people who
work very hord to meke money and give it to the doctors who cure
them from the sickmess coused by aver=work. Unconzciougly people
have become zlaves to their owm eivilization. They ere poverned by
restlesanesas, Thoey work all their 14€e and scarcely enjoy their
life lest they corvmt coateh up with their competitors. In bheir old
age, they retire from business with a pension or gratuity. They
#ither settle dovm and gpend their life peacefully or alone or
elsze they make same trip to places they have been wishing to go.

By that time they are too cld—too weak in health to enjoy thelr
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fortune, They have to do it —to enjoy the seanty rewmrd or else
they vwill pzss out hoving enjoyed nothing., Such is the wy of
life of mony pecple in eivilized coun#riea in our age,

dursly ther? are people whoe live differcntly from those des-
cribed zbove, They still take eare of their ovm selwes, They
have reel homes in which they enjoy family life, they learn the
gastegy of love, the value of friendship and the imner life,
They read books, cnjoy the landscope. They live their lives
fully and naturclly.

Some people hove a greater aim in 1ife. They try to work
far "the reconstruction of our civilizationd These people hove
saved themselves and went to save their fellovr- beings. Forster
is one of them, He expounds his ideas in writings and lectures.
In rapge, he passcs from the happiness and value of an individunl
up- £o the reconeiliation of all réces——-all nations.

L

He has remimded people of their walue as humen beinmg=, He
has pointed out that lifc ig a blessing and life can offer man
many splendid things. e brings our attention back to instinet,
culture, ond intelleectunli=m, He has remimded some people that
if they do not liwve their lives then they will become dead in

spirit, Philip Herriton's opinion of his mother is given thus:

"Her life, he saw, was without meaning, To what
purpose was her diplomacy, her insincerity, her continued
repression of vigour 7 DEd they moks anyone better or

hoppier ? Ind they even bring happiness to herself 2
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Herriet with her groomy recvish crecd, lilia with her
cluches after pleasure, were alfter all more divine than
this well - ordered, active, uscless maching'.

(There &ngels Feer to Tread : 2, 98}

If man doecs mot enjoy his life then it beeomes o burden, If
he neglects his life and so suffers ,he brings & curse on himself,
Apain and again Porster roaffirms thet e must be hoppy, and help
other peaple to bc happy ton. The Sehlegels vent Leonard Best 4o
comc up frem the abyss of life and share somc heppincss, But we
must be heppy first. TucKic tells his pupil, Varden, who is sad

beesuse he hos been bullied by his stronger friends.

"Be happy. It's your duty. You can't be good until you've
hid:g 1ittle happiness. Thon perhaps yau will think leoss
aboub forgiving pecoplé and .more obout loving fhem!

(The Lemgest Jourmsy : p. 210)

3ome people cannot find happiness so they either try to
ooccupy their mimd with business or they turm bitter, and usimg
propriety ns o m=ek,they Pevenge themselves on other people.
Shekcspeare gives o vivid illustration of this fact in Twolfth

Night. ©5ir Toby says to Malwolic thus:
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"Dost thou thinkbsceuse thou art virtuous, theys shall
be no more cokkes and ale™
{Twelfth Night, act III, sc.ifd, 1.125)

‘iss Bertelett, dissppointed in hor Yifa, bceomen frigid ond tries
to interrupt Lucy and Guorge's love. Ry people's lives are empty
within., %hen theyfbrenk dewn becouse they con no longer kecp up
their pretence, they hawve nothing to roly on. Forster persundes them
to enjoy their lives with nature, culture, ipstinet., and intcllec-
taslism. There ore samc who shelter in conventions. To them

Forgter mys

"But whnt nonscnse! “hen real things are so wonderful,
whot is the polmt of protondimg™

{The Ionpest Journey: pe 71)

In another novel he puts these words into a charneter's mouth:

"Society is invineible—-to a coriain degree. But your
real lifc is your own, and nothing can touch it. Therc is
no power on carth that can prevent your criticizimg
and despising medicrrity — nothing con stop you retreating
into splendour and beauty—into the thoughis and beliefs
that make the real life —. the real you"

(Wherc ingcls Fear to Tread: p. 89)
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These wornings src for those who hesitnte between conventions
and their ovm decper selves., Somo people seek for the mecning of
life znd think that nullity or sin in the background of life and
become unhappy, Forster has reminded them thot whatever is behind
life, thcy should live and cnjoy their lives as much a3 possible
ard contribtute some happiness to their fellow beings.

Mrs, Moore and Helen Schlepel cneounter a horrible expericrnce
of the nullity of the wniverse, Mrs, Moore losses her interest
in her own life and 211 human beings; she dies soon, Helen Schlegcl
fights ~gainst hor vision and at last alfter meny blows of bad
fortune she agein "wants to Live," Whem Henry Wilcox asks her a

blunt question in his business manncr, she answers:

"But I am interested, You ask as if I had lost all my
interest in life, I am still Helen, I hope,"”

{ Howards Znd: p. 311 )

It is not gur duty, Forster secms %o say, to worry about
things beyond our apprehensions Thus Forster himself dees not
pay much attention to Christianity or Hinduism. We should bes
interssted in the real things, Hre.Bmerson eriticises his son's

relancholy.

"Wie lknow that we come from the winds, and that we
shall return to thom; that all lif'e is perhaps a knot,

a tengle, = blemish in the etermal smoothness., But why
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this makes ug unhappy? Let us rather love one another,
and work =nd rejoice, I don't believe in the warld sorreow, "

{ & Rocm with a View: p. 38 )

Forster is not narrowed down to pessimism despite many
things that dispust him. The business people and the Sawstontans
arc Yevealed as empty and panice=stricken within. He attacks them
for their sellfishness and coarsaness, Nevertheless he sgys that
they do run the ccuntry and make i% pessible for the cultwred
and intellectual type to exist. They also deem ocur sympathy
because it is the public school syzstem amd the elders in Saws=
tonian conventions that corrupt them, We remember that Porster
points out that Englishmen came out from their mother-land
intending toc be gentlemen in their colonies but theo English
people who live there before corrupt these newcamers, Mergaret

Schlegel tells her sister, Helen

"How dare Schlegelsdespise Wilcoxes when it fakes
all sorte to make a world?"

( Howards End: ps 103 )

This is at onee an acceptance of fact and tolerance.
It al# shows respect for individunls, It is anyhow ho bhusiness
of the Schlogcls to de more than persuadidthe Wilacxea to do
what they srant, Pecple cannct be cwned, She alac tells Helen

that
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"Haven?t we all to struggle against life's daily
greyness, agninst pettiness, apainat mechanieal
cheerfulness, against suspicicn?"

( Howards Fnd: p. 151 )

Forster i=s a moral realist, He decms that philanthropy will

make us happy; in his eszay "Whnat I Believe" he says:

“One must be fond of pecple and trust thom il one is
not to make a mess of life, and it i3 therefore esscnie
ial that they should not let cne down, They often Aceee"

{ Two Checrs for Demseracy: p. 78 )

Forster's intepgrity must not be mistaken for passivity.
Forster never loses hope, btut again he never deceives hinmself
or his rudience. Forster preaches that we must be aware of our
aim=~w¢ st know what we really want, Margaret accepts Henry
Tileox because she loves hin=—his masculinity, his superficial
chivalry, She sces all his defocts but she hopes she can make
him a better man, She alag admires him for the good he does
to the country, His practicality is, she thinks, lacking in her
sultured type. She is5 well aware that "it takes all sorta to
make = world," She will not spcil her life courting an ideal.
This is one attitude that many pecple in rezl life have net
adopted and go thay are frustrated, Peoples have to bLe tolerant

T'or one other reascn toc-——we of'ten cannct ke sure of our
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Judgnent of othor pecple. Generally poople lock at others
through the glasses of partiality or prejudice. Experiences
hoarded in their subeconscious can easily colour their view of
others, The glasses often remind them of interests, classes,
and races, Since we cannot always trust our judgnent we should
cultivate tolerance, and perhaps then we shall not regret our
Judgmentes later or spoil our owm 1ife in possimiam,

Life is not only walued in terms of the happiness it
offers to tang it iz also volued for what man achieves, Porster
admirce pecple'™dho nre sensitive and want to create scmething
or discover something...,” He admires those swho have a purpose
in life, Kickie for instance since he has an aim to write and
has finished writing "a pile of little stories, all harping
an the ridiculous idea of gefting inte touch with Mature) he

feels that

"He ton hed a purpose and a value in the world at
last, "

( The Lengest Journey: p, 115 )

Forster admires people who strugple to reach their aims neg
matter whether they can accomplish them or not~-those who rather
strugple and die young than to live cut "a mildly honoured life
of respectable ecopromisc,''®

P e ——

* Licnel Trilling useg this phrase in B, Forster on poge 39
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Forater has tried to puide pecpla who are lost in the

confusion of our medern civiligation==thoze who

"joined the vast armies of the berighted, who follow
neither the heert nor the brodn, and march to their
destiny by catch~words...{who) have sinned against
passion and truth, and vain will be their strife after
virtue,vese. (Who) feel end produce discomfort wherever
they go."

( A Room with a View: p. 214 )

He portrays all sorts of people with careful sympathy-—
cxcept for the Sawstonians—assures them that hunon beings are
not g2 varicug or so meah,

Forster does not tolerate oppression. The Anglo=TIndians
are attacked mereilessly despite what they have done for the
country they rule,becausc he detects in their hearts—self-
righteousness, and hatred to the degrec of malipnity. Even
clerpmen whe out of ignorance and apathy cause unhappiness to
beligvers in their teaching. Mr. Eager is attacked very severely
becauss he uses God's name a8 o mask for his oruelty, He makes
Mre. Emerscn "think sbout sin and go to her grave thirddng
about it," ornly beceuse Mr, Emerson does not believe in
baptism and has not got George Laptized in his childhocd,

Then Mr, Eager, af'ter drving the lady to death, announces that

Mr., Emerson has murdered his wifc in the sight of God,
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Herbert Pembroke becomes o elerpymen and when he settles with
Stephen on printing Rickde's writings, tries to cheat Stephen,

Forster pives supreme valuc to Life, and o high respect
for individuals. This spirit dees not confine hip from taking
an interest in sceiety. He Lelieves in the projress of society,
itz trusts that tolerance will lead man of all races, classes,
and interests, to secttle down topether and work for the recon=-
struction of our ciwvilization

In our age some pecple incline to consider life as an
accident of Mature, a competition, or a burden, so we need
people ke Forster to show them the value of life and how to
live happily. He will also encourage them to participate in the
work for the happiness of the whele of marddnd,

In yepgard to pelitics——we cannot dermy its viftal infIuence
over our living=-let us first have a lock at a brief news

printed in Bangkok Post, Pebruaxy 10, 1959,

"IOKY0, Feb.10—{iP)} — A National Chinese gunboat
was sunk by the Chinese Comuidst naval force off' the
Fukion Coast Feb.2, Peldng radic reportod Tuesday.

The broadeast sadd ' 11 armed Kuomintang agents
aboard the vesscl were killed and 12 otherz coptured.?

Peking Eadio said the amed agents, who the Lroadeast
olaimed belonged to a detachment of a2 special agenta !
Porgant zation! were lHlled snd 92 others made prisaonors,

The gunboat, the English lanjuoge broadcast said,
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was attompting to lddnap Chinese fishermen Feb.2 "

Imagine how this slight incident ma:flapark 2 war between
the people of the 2ame race vho ovm different beliefs, It is
not a war betwcen nations but within the same nation-—the Xuc—
mintangs and the Chinese Comrwnd sts, Because these two groups
of people, or mere exactly their leaders have diffcrent beliefs,
different interestg—~—z preat number of people must come to war,
Those pecple who are to fight and die have no hestility against
each others, The lenaders more often run away with some wealth
than commit a suicide if they arc defeasted, They themselves
hardly know their opponents, Some of them nover study their
oppoaite side's points of viaw, In this case it is a mere conw
flict of interests that make them decide to have thair people
illed in battles.

In every conflict there are pecple whe would rather settle
without war, If thoy can, these people will try to persuade their
leaders to make some sacrifice to maintain the safety and happl-
ness of the vhole naticon, We Mnow too well that in a war toth
#ides lose, Afteor tne wrar the people of the congquering naticons
do not have dcuble happiness, they do not have longer life,
in fact they gain nothing, Perhaps they will have to take up
the Lurden of aiding the vonguished nations, O0f all creatures,
ne specles is stranger than human beings,

But if peoplc want to live their normal life instead of

going to war and playing a game of massncre and suicide, they



156

rmust be wise and they must have the power to guide their leaders,

Bernard Blackstone quoted William Blake's speech in his

writing on Virginia Weolfl,

" '] =mn roally sorryt', said William Blake at the
beginning of the last century, 'tc sce my countrymen
trouble themselves gbout politiecs., If thoy were wise,
the most arbritary Princes could not hurt them, If
they are not wise¢, the freest government is compelled
te be o Tyranny. Princcs appear to me to be Toocls,
Houses of Commons and Houzses of Lovrds appesr to me to
be fools; they sesm tc me to be scmething else besides
Human Lifc,"

( Supplement to British Bock News: No. 33 )

Thizs is why Forster cacrishes intellectuald sq=——dinde—
which is the foundation of tolerance, Margeret tells Helen,

her sister that they must understand themselves:
e don't know what we want, that's the mischiel with
us, ]
( Howards Endy p. 186 )

Ansell asks Riclkde

" Dhid it never strike you that phencmena may be of
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two kinds: one, those whdch have a real existence, such
a8 tho cow; two, those which are the subjective products
of a diseased imarination, and which to cur destruection,
we ihvest with the semblance of reality®®

{ The Longest Journey: p, 24 )

Agnes, Gerald, Herbert Penbroke,all despise intcellectualism,
They are among Forster's bad characters. Fielding, Anscll, and
Margaret ,are intelligent, They often speak for Forster,

Put wisdom is not enough, chance must be there too, Forster
thinkas that Demccracy gives more chance to pecple than any cther

government, He pives two cheera for Democracy.

“S0 two checrs Tor Demoecracy: onc because it admits
variety and two 1t permits ceriticiem,”

( Two Cheers For Democracy: ps 79 }

In fact Forster has made use of the privilcge of eriticism.
He criticizes the British colonial policy in his famous wWork—

A Passape to India. He has shown the defects and implied the

losg of India,

Ronny Henslop works hard and faithfully but the result is
that the Indians are unhappy and hate him, The effort is fruit-
less hecause Ronny docs not pive them what they want, They ask
for friendlinecss and he pives thew Jjustice. Aziz tells Fielding

that
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"Then T was a student I pgot excited over your damned
countrymen, cortainly; but if they'll let me get on
with ry profession, and not be too rude to me offieially,
I really don't ask for nore"

( 4 Passage to India: p, 168 )

Fielding himse=if believes that

"The world,..s..is a globe of men who are trying to
reach one ancthoer and can but do so by the help of gocd
will plus culture and intelligence,

( & Passage to India: p. 65 )

He also says that

" 'Indisng know whether they are liked or not, they
gafinct be focled here, Justicc nover satisfies then,
and this is why the British I-pire rests on sands. '

{ A Passape to India: p. 270 )

Nowadays international relatienships have grovm up on a large
scale, The basis is political, and therefore these relationships
"rest on sand! The nations cannot help aiming at advantages for
thenzelves, Fielding and Azig though wanting to be friends cane
not, partly because "the horses did not vont it", and partly

because Aziz camnot forget what 1z due to India and Fielding
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cannot forget what is cwed to England,

A Pasgapge to Indis is not a political novel. Its real

thene is the friendship between Aziz and Fielding, Yet Forster
has proved his cosmopolitanism, The work was written in 1924
when Indin was & colony of Britaim. The auther has risked the
nane cf traitor in asscrting justice and itruth, He haz irplied
that India 4m for Indians, Though India necded British aigd,
Forster does not approve of the oppression the Anglo-Indians
have exarted on the natives.

Till peliticians ever ricsk thanselves as Forster has done?
Will statesmen bear in their mind the value of 23ch individual
Life? i1l they conceive the real gosl of life and therefore
stop sending a voat number of people to deatn to assert their
beliefa? Soldiere are of course more then wallkding uniforms!

Though history has proved man's ignorance in believing in
positive nilitant idecls and implies many morc wers, we still
have a hope, Forster will be read, There will be some mors !
'Forasters' to come—-to fipht for man's salvatioh, One report
frcm Enpland permits us to hope. Y43, Pritchett reports in his
article written on the cocnsion of E,M. Poarster's eipghtieth

birthday., & part of the article runs as follows:

"Tt iz o mistake to teke this infertile and aripinal
writer literally, Thus higz 'apathy! really means ‘inteprity]
me other writer of his paneration, Boris Pasternak, has it

and has demconastrated its phencmenal spiritual strengths



160

Like him, Forster hands back the ticket, bored by the
vervesity of the strong-milled, ¥nmowing that there iz
a creative forge in the secrets of life, He is fresh
becanse he iz unable to concelve of o lifc without
free.choice; perhaps we would think hir mcre than
coursgecus, and actually great, if his novels had
convoyed the other half of the arpument: that we have
tc choose lor pthers and the cheodce is made by others
for ws., But this is to esk for an inrush of ungoverned
emotion keycnd the scope of comedy "

{HwSMﬁmy,Mﬁm:ﬁDm.ﬂ%:p?ﬁ)
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