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The objectives of this research were (1) to explore communities and their readiness in providing basic education of the
Level 1and 2 Subdistrict Administration Organizations (SAQ) in the Northeastern region, (2) to compare perceptions of SAQ
personnel, school teachers and educational administrators, and community representatives concerning basic education provision
readiness of Level 1and 2 SAO, (3) to study conditioning factors and proposed guicelines for the provision of basic education of
those SAQ. A survey and questionnaires were employed in 4 Level 1and 9 Level 2 SAQs. SPSS program analyzing percentage,
arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test, and one-way ANOVA were utilized. The researcher selected one SAQ in each level for
field research. Content analysis was then used to analyze the collected data. Conditioning factors and proposed guidelines were re-
examined by expert judgement. Findings were as follows:

L Communities in Northeastern Level 1and 2 SAO located in suburban areas. Most of the people were Buddhist
farmers whose yearly income were lower than the national average. They received primary education and did not have much
interest in political participation.

2. SAQ personnel, school teachers and educational administrators, and community representatives perceived that SAO
readiness in providing basic education was at moderate level. Level 1 SAO gave first priority to empowering civic participation in
local development while infrastructure construction and maintenance was ranked highest in Level 2 SAO. Itwas perceived that
educational provision was the least important mission.

3. Statistically significant differences (p < 0.05) were found when compared the perceptions of SAO personnel, school
teachers and educational administrators, and community representatives concerning readiness. Same level of differences was also
found between Level Land Level 2 SAO perceptions. There were no significant differences in their perceptions concerning
appropriateness and needs for the SAQ to provide hasic education.

4. Basic education provision would be facilitated provided that SAQ allocate their budget on education, administer by
committee with vision and awareness of the importance of education, their members develop themselves by furthering education,
maintain SAO-School-Community mutual relationship, and the government enforced policy and laws to promote decentralization.
It was found that SAQ necessity to prioritize infrastructure development, lack of experience in education provision and education
background of SAO personnel, organization conflict, absence of awareness of educational importance among SAO member, and
the delay of Ministry of Education regulation on readiness evaluation criteria for local district organizations would obstruct SAO
education mission.

5. Itwas suggested that SAO should set up an education division. Emphasizing quality of pre-school education prior to
expanding their roles in higher educational levels and active SAQ's participation in local basic education institutions were
proposed as guidelines for providing formal education. As for non-formal education, SAQ should provide their community with

enough learning resources, promote cultural activities, local wisdom, and occupation training as well as offering basic education at
all level in accordance with the communities' needs.
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