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# # 5980166922 : MAJOR HISTORY
KEYWORD: THE IDEAL WOMAN / WOMAN POLICIES/ GENDER POLITICS / CONFUCIAN
PATRIARCHY / NATION BUILDING / SINGAPOREAN NATION STATE
Suparada Dancherdchukiat : THE IDEAL WOMAN OF THE SINGAPOREAN NATION
STATE, 19505-1980S. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. WASANA WONGSURAWAT, Ph.D.

This thesis examines the constructions of the Singaporean "ldeal Woman" by the PAP
Government during the nation-building period between the 1950s and 1980s led by Lee Kuan
Yew. The study analyzes the woman policies implementation and legislation shaping the
gender roles of male and female citizens in Singapore, as well as the negotiations between the
PAP and Singaporean women in a flourishing period of women's rights, including the change of

the state ideal of women in Singapore.

This thesis suggests that the management of sexual relations between men and
women in domestic spheres is a significant part of the nation-building process in Singapore.
The Confucian ethics with patriarchal characteristics were important conceptions that the PAP
government employed to construct gender policies and implement women's policies. Women
were designated to play roles as mother and wife while men were expected to work in public

spheres.

Women's roles as mothers and wives as the official ideal in the context of nation-
building relied on at least three characteristics: high education, high working skills and ability to
pursue careers in response to the national economic policies, and being a good mother.
However, due to the dynamic of social changes, the increasing opportunities for women
education, and the increasing women's rights, the state ideologies on women influenced by

Confucian patriarchy were also negotiated by Singaporean women.

Field of Study: History Student's Signature ......ccccoeveniriennee,

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature ........ccoccevernienne.
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Hyungjung Lee and Younghan Cho, “Introduction: Colonial Modernity and Beyond in

East Asian contexts,” Cultural Studies 26, 5 : 610.
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toward Divorce in Mainland China: An Exploratory Study,” p.4.



ar

v o

AvgngiddyiuaMzadyinduuussiunnunusadeeianiay danuiannslunaissy
1

%
a v < o

1920-1930 leilgmagadududiulsdrdylunsusnedeassatu

lawllgw 919 (Dainian Zhang) way BANUA iAW (Edmund Ryden) 85unen

v 6 1 [

TAsIas19ANUdURUSsEnIanuYesruludsrusulAsIas19sReinananuluwinisunia

weannludsnuduegsilinsindnasungusesunseiiadagiu Weswnusvgvevefedasu

1Y
° =

ManieeaziBealun1saidudia In1uuidegndsisaineanlgyns Afluuises
ATeUATILUULRBWRNletRd fUuAUAAS AN LazANU TR asluny Tidoduas

75995 Nag1989mnaAsaUATITUlUaTIANSINTowIINTEIATaUATIaT e TN 2 9n9uaESIaU

12
s o I [ v 1

Fhiiuinlunaigaauduiugng 5 ganudunus aruduiusseninaiuaznssegn

Y

feufernuuansvesunumiagntilisg 1udaauitansintii guadaatugseene) Tu
v A A wva R Ny v s aa v A o
U quagnuazanil UjuRmuaniiedraldiivesniiu lunugnaniininlunisesnluvinau

LONUIUTINSTNEINTIINNEUDNUIVADLALIATOUAT?

Tunsounds : imafignifesesanifosgnelutiu waz] imefigniesvesysy
foegirauen aseuaiiifunasesiidaiay dumnefedanuisn Saazdeadulnn gn
yefognuy tesnefotomiy andifeanil nsserrenssen aseuaiieanidunseuniaii
gneas”

ada A

aelausunnulurimdiseanaanimuuungiuangnindumieuiuisansesniny

o L3 a

WNAGUNIUNA A9NATLITES dVa1nnataosur8lIINR9LAs19na1IAnIsIed 18 felane

9 9 9
¥ a ¥

ANIIEN 19 uaigudegnardedslugrusdunuresanudilad anruninvevdggnly

Y v g

I3 A o % v ! o o & . .
LUULV’]5@@3@ﬂ')']llﬂ']’JVHJ']GU@QLL@@%@QF"I@JWWN@JIUWﬁum@ﬂ@’]iﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ (Civilization) ¥4
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1866-67, (Singapore: Straits Settlements Press, 1867), p. 7.
* Ibid, p. 5.
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of 1926. p. 1-34.
® Ibid, p. 5.
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Gender Analysis: Servant Girls, Modern Girls, and Gender in Southeast Asia,” The Journal of Asian

Studies 71, 4 (November 2012): 975-977.; Ito, Ruri, “The “Modern Girl” Question in the Periphery
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" Swee-Hock Saw, Aline K. Wong, and Family Planning Association of Singapore. Youths
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' Freedman Maurice, Chinese Family and Marriage in Singapore (Lndon: Her Majesty's

Stationery Office, 1957), p. 155.
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 Shi Heng, “Zhongguo funti wenti taolun ji : Collected discussions of the question of

Chinese women,” Xin wenhua shushe 4 (1923): 73-81. Cited in Lynn Pan, When True Love

Came to China (Hong Kong : Hong Kong University Press, 2015) p. 2.
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”

20 Xinyan Jiang, “Confucianism, “women, and Social Contexts”, Journal of Chinese

Philosophy 36, 2 (2019): 228.
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* MSF Singapore, Women Unlimited? [Online], 7 October 2015. Available:

https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=t8clWv-Qqu4
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Singapore Press Holdings, 1998), p. 185.
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“ Aline K. Wong, “Fifty Years of Change and Struggle for Equality,” in Our Lives to Live :

Putting a Woman’s face to change in Singapore, eds. Kanwaljit Soin and Margaret Thomas

(Singapore : World Scientific Publishing, 2015), p. 2.
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2 Aline K. Wong, “Fifty Years of Change and Struggle for Equality,” in Our Lives to Live

. Putting a Woman’s face to change in Singapore, eds. Kanwaljit Soin and Margaret Thomas

(Singapore : World Scientific Publishing, 2015), p. 5.

" Phyllis Ghim Lian Chew, “The Singapore Council of Women and the Women’s
Movement,” Journal of Southeast Asia Studies 25, 1 (March 1994): 112.
" Ibid, p. 113.
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Singapore Council of Women and the Women’s Movement,” Journal of Southeast Asia Studies

25, 1 (March 1994): 113.
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Movement,” Journal of Southeast Asia Studies 25, 1 (March 1994): 115.

** Straits Times, (4 April, 1952); Singapore Free Press, (4 April, 1952).

* foudreunandeuegludanlusifiet 1950 T3u Wewan3s (Shirin Fozdar) figidnunduegiiies
vankug Usewmrduife uwaviivszaunisallumsensesanuaneniavesimdduduienneuluyisiosuy

Weogasiludruniaveuiunisindeulmvesndduduie sawnglasunmsiauetaduduiununuey



170

warmanuUisuwlaiiddyuitediegaasdudunsusnludnlus > Tnefifuiesins

1%

] ¢ & a a a & 1 Y] A P % a
5'31]@@1”1'13@“Lﬂum%mﬁﬂuaﬂﬂiﬂi%'ﬂ ﬂULﬂaGUIV'JLW@ﬂ']ﬁalla']ﬂi%‘U‘Uﬂ'ﬁll.ﬂiﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁa']ﬂﬂu

Y

e

[

(polygamy) Falutlgunestludianvisidulugludenlus sanludsnisussniniud
NOMUIENITaNSE (marriage law) MdnadouasinglnasinnisAuasesdnsvesgmgluy
A9alus* doluiusiananvesanians wiinUsyiulasilubesiireiinsasmouias

a Y] 19 1 | i = = s a A o ¢ = S
anfesiuandanaluyisneul 1948 uavlesdnsansiinsentinfemadeanssuuilogoes

' aa . . Lo Y v Y v ‘:4'
NAUANIANARSIU (the Chinese Ladies Association — CLA) winbilaaianisidsundadle
TiAndulalugisnaineuninil®

L7 aAa 4 My < o Y 1 ) ! )
meamamamiﬂ5%1m1mmummmﬂﬁy%amwﬂﬁwLﬂumuwuwaamm

= = a i v Yy A a4 o Y  a a v 38
ﬂ’]iLll'P]QGU'?]QWﬁL@J@Q‘VTQJJQN’]ﬂbLUﬂ?qﬂqimaﬂﬂqﬁiﬁﬁﬁiyﬂaaﬂﬂqw@wiaLiﬁlﬂiﬂﬂaﬁmﬂﬁilﬂ

nssuMsUImsansieldelilogualiesdnsans a duiluimuAngaatin (the League of Nation) LileT
1934 uaglFronsoadnsanssun luduiedndelunmsswion nsfiunumessdrdyludesoansiod
diodsnuiiJudumiliwesnsiinesmiluiifinuasusiusumany a1us Aduinseiduynsan

» UszifiuFesnsrussdrefuszuunisiinssemateau (anti-polygamy) 18dunutinanians
ﬁaﬂiﬁi‘ifuLf]ulﬂiﬁ’iﬂé’%uﬁw'%wammﬂms‘dﬁgﬂL%%ﬁﬁ’;ﬂ fuiliintureuwdluassasgssrmuiu
(the People’s Republic of China) Tt 1950 fidengvaneddenisausasendeviuiFeanisiunsiiise
(concubinage) LA¥N15AQNYIYY (aranged marriage) Insasounguiangunuiieafunsiarinie
AsseiBaLAvilsay (monogamy) Sasglumsidongases uas armwinifieufumeanunweesmevds
Aidudsiilasunmstadils fsmsausmludnvasioruidiiatulubuiemelutinaiietulaenui
U9 ”@@j’@ﬁﬁumaaﬁm%ﬁm%%u@ Judeadefutuiildsunsderuldluiu @Lﬁmﬁﬂu Phyllis Ghim Lian

Chew,

“The Singapore Council of Women and the Women’s Movement,” Journal of Southeast Asia
Studies 25, 1 (March 1994): 122.

* 51891un15Useyuvesanian3asalusy 1951 cited in Phyllis Ghim Lian Chew, “The
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> Aline K. Wong, “Fifty Years of Change and Struggle for Equality,” in Our Lives to Live :

Putting a Woman’s face to change in Singapore, eds. Kanwaljit Soin and Margaret Thomas

(Singapore : World Scientific Publishing, 2015), p. 5.

> “Dr Aline Wong heads PAP’s new Women’s Wing,” Business Times (12 December 1988):
22.

> Ibid, p. 22.

>’ “PAP Women’s Wing to hold forum next week,” The Straits Times (21 April 1989): 23.
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Movement for rights of women ‘may be allowed’,” The Straits Times (23 June 1975):

> “PAP Women’s Wing launched,” New Paper (3 July 1989): 2.
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Gender harmony: (Front row, from left) Dr Dixie Tan, MP for Ulu Pandan;
DrS?tA:Ii: Mmug:of uto!orbi;duatmn TCon&m 2

Deve opmcn Prime Minister e heong; \Wing
chairman Dr Won;, for Tampines G% Fu':{ Deputy Prime

Minister Goh Chok Tong; 'V ing ncuuryhln Yu-Foo Yee Sboon MP for
Yuhua; and Vi treasurer Mrs Priscilla N;

AMUSENBU 7 ANENNTNUBY PAP Women’s Wing 15 Au Tuudaindunsiiludidudydnualvesesdns
MUUUYALATOIUUVBINTIANLAYY W11 “PAP Women’s Wing launched,” New Paper (3 July 1989):

2.
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{Uoanaen1snans PAP Women’s Wing 111131n1n15Us8yud¥931 The Youth Wing 13

60 «

Dr Aline Wong heads PAP’s new Women’s Wing,” Business Times (12 December 1988):
22.
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(2001): 157.
®  Michael D. Barr, “Lee Kuan Yew and the “Asian Values” Debate,” Asian Studies

Review 24,3 (2000): 310.
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00:02 long before you were born people at very
00:05 different lives it was a big big change

00:08 for Singapore want to hear a story of a
00:10 little girl from those days come let me
00:12 show you

00:21 it happened more than 50 years

00:30 back there girls were expected to do all
00:32 the housework and learn how to be a good
00:34  wife

00:35 imagine how tiring that was despite



00:49
00:51
00:53
00:56
00:58
01:00
01:03
01:13
01:17
01:19
01:21
01:23
01:26
01:28
01:31
01:35
01:37
01:41
01:43
01:45
01:47
01:49
01:53
01:55
01:57
01:59

02:02

living in a society with such a
narrow-minded attitude she felt herself
very eager to learn

unfortunately her father didn't feel the
need for a girl to learn how to read and
write | mean | can peep on y'all Mitali

| sure do Joe Konkol kiddies

our society is based on the assumption

that women are the social political and

economic interference of man we believe

that women can make a valuable
contribution to our political life we
believe that they can work with men in
helping to remove the political future

of our country however things had begun
to change women was strong | just
started to speak

a big chapter in our nation's history

was written when women were given a say

on who they wanted for the government
now can you sense the changed of us
getting people all excited women
especially we're looking forward to the
future was so much hope

our little friend in the store was no
different she was excited that woman

been getting all vocal and she wanted to
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02:37
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02:54

02:56

02:59

03:02

03:04

03:07

03:10

03:16

03:19

03:22

03:25

03:28

03:31

03:34

03:38

03:41

make her own purpose she wanted to me
the she grew up she knew that the world
was going in a new direction girls were
getting more opportunities to prove
themselves and a male-dominated society
she got herself into a technical school

on the home woman was stepping out of
the social confines and she saw so many
roads ahead for a young woman like this
old lady made way for new mindsets a
young woman in the store felt like she
could take on the world

attitudes of teaching women enough to be
literate and useful wives have undergone
profound changes in the last 20 years
society's official do not educate and

use their potential because their women
are those which would be a worse off

by then so a more woman in the workforce
trust me it was still very tough for a
woman to hold her own in a male oriented
corporate world but at least it was
possible she was also a young mother of

a beautiful baby ¢irl and she loved her
husband for always helping him in him
she saw her country's new progressive

attitude towards women
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05:33

05:41

05:44

we general have a strong nation without
solid family units to help families war
the government has increased quality
child care support for working parents
and because her husband took a wall
responsibility at home she could back to
juggle the rigors of work and family |
guess two is always better than

not surprisingly she was doing well for
herself

and how happiness only grew with time
her daughter gave birth to two
absolutely adorable

and that's for two

maternity leave

we used to be eight weeks now is 12 but

if you have managed a baby you will know

that actually 12 weeks is not very long
so | think what we should do this will
be increase it to 16 weeks women in
Singapore have come a long way

our little girl who | struggle to learn

how to read and write have bloomed into

a successful career and a fulfilled
grandmother and you know what today
girls are told go follow your dream you

can be anything you want
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06:26 so now you know that leather go was me
06:29 with your life ahead of you what story
06:32  will you write to inspire others

06:58 you

7111 MSF Singapore, Women Unlimited? [Online], 7 October 2015.

Available: https://www.youtube.com/ watch?v=t8clWv-Qqu4
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Miss Chan Choy Siong (Delta) (in Mandarin): Mr. Speaker, Sir, regarding the Women's
Charter which was introduced by the Minister for Labour and Law at the last
Assembly sitting, with a view to improving the lot of women, | support the motion of
the Minister. This Charter, as drafted has incorporated some of the provisions of a
number of Ordinances. It has also incorporated the opinions of the people of
Singapore. It has also adopted those of the existing laws in China which have some
merits. Therefore, | believe the Minister has improved this Bill which is applicable to

and practicable for the people of Singapore. [442/443]

The fundamental principle of the Women's Charter is to enable women to have their

rights safeguarded by legislation, and to give people far-reaching stability in marriage.

The marriage system provides for monogamy to enable both the husband and the
wife to enjoy equal status in their matrimonial life. The previous evil custom will
vanish with the coming into operation of this Charter The passing of this Women's
Charter will not only enable women to be safeguarded in law but will also bring

about a revolutionary change in society on a practical basis.

On this side of the House, | wish to point out that the fundamental principle of this
Women's Charter is twofold. The problems of women are the result of an
unreasonable society. Men take women as pieces of merchandise. The inhuman
feudalistic system has deprived women of their rights. In a semi-colonial and semi-

feudalistic society, the tragedy of women was very common. Men could have three
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or four spouses. Men are considered honorable, but women are considered mean. It
was common in those days to regard having one more female in a Chinese family as
being very despicable. Women in our society are like pieces of meat put on the table

for men to slice.

The P.A.P. Government has made a promise. We cannot allow this inequality in the
family to exist in this country. We will liberate women from the hands of the
oppressor. With the passing of this legislation, women can contribute their part to the
country. Our country has, now obtained self-government. To safeguard the stability
of our parliamentary democracy, we must first of all have internal stability. We must
put our society in order. Only then can we safeguard our parliamentary democracy.
On the whole, the matrimonial system plays a very important part in the social
order. There is a Chinese proverb which says that if every family has matrimonial
harmony, then we can control the country. The people in the old days abused
marriages. They took marriages as a schoolboy [443/444] would take to playing. The
rich had their way with marriages. This created disorder in the society, and the

women rose against this unreasonable social system.

In Singapore under the colonial government, marriages were given a feudalistic
aspect. The ideals behind marriage were not respected. In this new society there are
many people who have many wives. To the rich people, their wives are their
property. But to the poor, things are very difficult. These are due to the bad marriage
system and it also affects our society. In order to show respect for marriage, we must
have a sound marriage system. Of course, to depend only upon a law to get rid of all
these bad practices and customs is very difficult, because marriages in Singapore
have not been put on a proper basis for many years. It takes a very long time to
educate the people to regard marriage in the proper light. Only then can we have a
good and sound marriage system. Only then can we solve the problem of marriages

and the relationships between men and women.
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fi111: Chan Choy Siong, "Pieces of Meat Put on the Table for Men to Slice" Speech on
the First Reading of the Bill for the Women's Charter, 6 April 1960. Debates: Official
Report : col. 442-444. Vol. 12.6. [Online] 6 April 1960

Available: http://www.postcolonialweb.org/singapore/gender/scw/ chanmeat. html
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