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WANLAPA HASKARN : LIFE AND WORLD VIEW OF CHRISTIAN MIDDLE CLASS IN
BANGKOK METROPOLIS : A CASE STUDY OF JAISAMARN CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. PREECHA KUWINPANT 259 pp. ISBN 974-17-4638-5

The objective of this research is to examine self-perception and world view of the Christian
middle class of Jaisamarn Christian Community, through their Christian ways of life. The research
focuses on the study of social status, social role, self-perception, worldview as well as the
participation in social activities of the Christian middle class using both participatory and non-
participatory methods of observations. One hundred copies of questionnaires intending to gather
background information on occupation, income, education and others were have been distributed to
the Christian middle class members of Jaisamarn Christian community. Informal interviews of the
church officers and the in-depth interview of 10 key informants are the main methods of investigation.

Itis found that Christians middle class perceive and identify themselves as the middle class
of Bangkok society. Their middle-class ways of life are also observed through consumption,
occupation , career progress, success in life and a high value toward education. Jaisamarn Christian
middle class members share the similarities, not only economically but also politically and socially, in
their social values, ways of life and social behavior, notwithstanding their very different backgrounds.
The Christian middle class differ from other middle class groups in Bangkok in their possession of
religious identity due to the fact that their ideas and modes of living are framed by Christian
principles in all aspects, including their self-conceptualization and world view. The result also
suggests that the Christian middle class have high respects upon themselves. Their lives are
meaningful with purpose and hope and the perception that they have better opportunities, through
their belief, than non-Christian. However, the Christian middle class get along well with their Buddhist
friends. Living in the Christian community makes them feel the sense of belonging. With regard to the
economic worldview, Christian principles have had a considerable effect on their working life in the
sense that the principles are centered upon their career for in doing so they will be blessed by God
and experience a successful career. For the political worldview, Christian ethics have produced a
positive drive for political participation, enabling them to realize their rights to vote in general
elections. According to the social worldview, the Christian principles have had great influences on
social responsibility, for example, participation in community works, help and care for other people.
In doing so, they are not meant only to please God but they are also the act of proclamation of

Christianity.
Department Sociology and Anthropology Student’s signature.........cccovieiiiieiiic e
Field of study Sociology. AdViSOr's SigNature.......ccooveeeeiiiee e
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