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This thesis aims at collecting and comparing the Tham Khwan texts and analyzing the role and the
persistence of the Tham Khwan rituals of the Thai, Phuan and Khmer ethnic groups at Phanomsarakham District
and Rajasarn District in Chachoengsao Province.

The research finding suggests that the Tham Khwan rituals in the past of the Thai, Phuan and Khmer
could be categorized into 3 types: the rites of passage, agricultural rites and rites concerning household spirits.

the past, the Tham Khwan texts always accompanied the Tham Khwan rituals.

The researcher collected both the oral and written versions of the Tham Khwan texts: 24 versions from
the Thai, 31 versions from the Phuan, and 29 versions from the Khmer. It is found that all the 3 ethnic groups use
Thai language in the Tham Khwan texts but the Phuan also use Phuan language. It is also found that all the Tham
Khwan texts for the rites of passage tend to have the same structure, starting with the Homage of the Three
Gems, the Invitation of the Deities, then, the Calling of the souls and ending with the Blessing.

Nowadays, the rituals that still function in the village context are only the rites of passage and the
agriculture rites. Three kind of the rites of passage are found: Tham Khwan Nak (the step before ordaining as
monk), Tham Khwan Tid Suk Mai (the step right after derobing) and Tham Khwan Bao Sao (for the marrying
couple). As for the agricultural rite, what is left today is the Tham Khwan Khao (Calling the soul of the Rice
Goddess).

Each group uses the Tham Khwan ritual to harmonize its members in the village and also to conserve
its ethnic culture. At the same time, the Khmer and Phuan Moh Khwan (the ritual specialist) would borrow and
adapt the Tham Khwan texts from Thai Moh Khwan. This then reflects the relationship between different ethnic
groups. The Tham Khwan rituals also have the roles in giving moral support, teaching morals and ethics, acting
as social control and also entertaining.

There are 6 factors determining the persistence of the Tham Khwan rituals, i.e., the beliefs in Khwan,
the values of gratitude and respecting seniority, the number of Moh Khwan in the villages, the language used in

the Tham Khwan texts, certain traditions rendering the Tham Khwan rituals, the size and the characteristics of the

villages.
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